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School of Physical and Chemical Sciences/ Te Kura Matū 
 31st  May 2019

Rudi’s Weekly Report.

SPCS Te Kura Matū Seminar Series  

Kia ora koutou
 
Hope you are well on this last week of 
term.   
This week, we found out that Alan 
Gilmore, Pam Kilmartin, and Ellen 
Podivinsky have been appointed as 
adjunct members of staff!   
Please join me in congratulating them 
on their appointments.  
 
 We have also found out that Rob 
McGregor will be officially back to 
fulltime from the 10th of June!  Con-
gratulations Rob! 

In other news, the interview process 
of the lecturer/sr. Lecturer position in 
Astronomy is now complete.   
Thank you for all your comments 
throughout the process.  We will be 
moving into the next stages of the pro-
cess, and we hope to be able to make 
an announcement in the near future. 

Thank you for all your comments and 
feedback on the initial drafts of the 
school brochures.  The comments are 
being incorporated and a new draft 
will be circulated shortly. 
 
As the term draws to an end, I would 
also like to thank you for all your hard 

Time/Date Speaker Talk Title Location

Fri, 31 May 2019 11:00:00 
NZST

Chris Fitchett and Steve Marsh This is the sixth in a series of 
joint school seminars showcas-
ing SPCS research …..

Room 701,  
Level 7,  
West Building 
University of Canterbury

Fri, 07 Jun 2019 11:00:00 
NZST

Sarah Masters and Konstantin 
Pavlov

This is the seventh in a series 
of joint school seminars show-
casing SPCS research …..

Room 701,  
Level 7,  
West Building 
University of Canterbury

Decanting West - Part 1 - All student/Post doc offices to move to ER  - Sharlene Wilson
 
As you know the Beatrice Tinsley 
(BT)building will be completed in just 
four months and academic staff and 
admin will move in this year.
As part of this process all students and 
post docs should already be moved 
from West building into their new 
space in Ernest Rutherford(ER).   
 

 
Most are already in ER but to enable 
an efficient decant of West to BT we 
need all remaining students and post 
docs to make the shift to ER.

 All student/Post doc offices and stu-
dent shared spaces in West should be 
empty and clean by Friday 28th June. 
Inspections will take place 1st July. 

Moving boxes are available from the 
photocopy area outside West 701. 
Please return them when you’ve fin-
ished with them. 

Take a bin and de-clutter your office. Pick up some boxes and start packing. 
(We can store them in another room if 
want to make space.)  

Grab some labels from me and use 
them on boxes and furniture.  
 

So what can you do now to start decanting to BT?

work during the last few months.  This 
has been a difficult term at times.
Finally, there is a BBQ at the staff club 
this evening – hope you can make it!
Nga mihi nui
Rudi

https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcsjointfitchettmarsh20190531.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcsjointfitchettmarsh20190531.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcsjointfitchettmarsh20190531.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcs-jointmasterspavlvo20190607.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcs-jointmasterspavlvo20190607.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcs-jointmasterspavlvo20190607.html
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SPCS Staff Profile - Professor Anthony Butler 
My association with UC Physics 
began when I entered the 200 level 
Honors Courses in 1993. Following 
that first year at UC, I studied medi-
cine in Dunedin from 1994.   
During my medical studies I con-
tinued with Physics and Maths as a 
hobby - eventually completing a Grad 
DipSc (Physics) in 2006. I joined the 
Electrical and Computer Engineering 
department as PhD candidate in 2002 
under Prof Phil Bones.  
My thesis topic was machine learning 
for medical image interpretation.  I 
have spent several years in the HIT 
Lab researching medical data visu-
alization. In 2014 I was appointed as 
Research Professor in Physics and 
Astronomy. 
 
In 2001 I started work as a radiology 
trainee at Canterbury District Health 
Board completing my FRANZCR in 
2005.  In 2003 I began as an Hon-
orary Lecturer at the University of 
Otago Christchurch teaching medical 
students.  
 In 2007 I was permanently appointed 
as Senior Lecturer in Radiology at 
the University of Otago in a joint role 
with Canterbury District Health Board 
where I remain a Senior Medical Offi-
cer in Radiology. I am currently Head 
of Department for Radiology at the 
University of Otago Christchurch. 

I have collaborated with the European 
Centre for Nuclear Research since 
2005. From 2006 until 2011 I was as 
a part-time engineer in their detector 
electronics groups. I remain a member 
of several CERN experiments includ-
ing Medipix3, Medipix4, and CMS 
collaborations 
I really enjoy the interdisciplinary 
nature of medical imaging research.  
 
In 2005 I started the MARS project 
with my father Prof Phil Butler.  
 
This team grown to include the 
Universities of Canterbury, Otago, 

Lincoln and Auckland as well as doz-
ens of collaborators, including MARS 
Bioimaging Ltd., CMDT MedTech 
CoRE and we have many international 
collaborators.  
 
 
The MARS programme focuses on 
building spectral X-ray systems for 
small animals and humans. We are 
currently in the initial stages of our 
clinical trials.
Born and raised in Christchurch I am 
married with 3 boys, living a stone’s 
throw away from the UC campus 
where I spend most of my working 
week.

 When I have spare time I like to 
spend it with family and friends; 
camping, skiing, gardening and syn-
chronised swimming.

Professor Anthony Butler is a radiologist with an interest in developing new imaging 
technologies. He is a founder of MARS Bioimaging Ltd.

Father and son scientists Professors Phil and 
Anthony Butler invented the MARS spectral 
x-ray scanner. Pictured is Prof Phil Butler’s wrist 
(including his watch).
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Library News-John Arnold 

John Arnold
Subject Librarian for Physi-
cal and Chemical Sciences
http://bit.ly/johnarnold-uc

Confessions of an Interactive Lecturer 
(Inside Higher Ed)  
http://bit.ly/2WvMidE 

Another ‘Big Deal’ Bites the Dust 
[LSU ends Elsevier bundle] (Inside 
Higher Ed)  
http://bit.ly/2WbaN0n 

SPARC Landscape Analysis [review 
of academic publishing trends; 53 p.] 
(SPARC)  
http://bit.ly/2wpO7di 
 
 

Can Twitter, Facebook, and Other 
Social Media Drive Downloads, Cita-
tions? (The Scholarly Kitchen)  
http://bit.ly/2JB5wsb 

Technology Is As Biased As Its Mak-
ers (Longreads)  
http://bit.ly/30qcm91
 
Your Internet Data Is Rotting (The 
Conversation)  
http://bit.ly/2WlKqE0 

Dreaming of Spaceflight in 1920s 
Russia (JSTOR Daily)  
http://bit.ly/2VVuXXa

Library Liaison Officer for 
Physics and Astronomy  
Dr Chris Gordon  
http://bit.ly/2SvV45p

Library Liaison Officer for 
Chemistry  
Assoc. Prof. Greg Russell  
http://bit.ly/2SvmiJd 

Some gems from Steven Alexander 
Wright,an American stand-up comedi-
an, actor, writer, and film producer. 

1 - I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize.

2 - Borrow money from pessimists -- 
they don't expect it back.

3 - Half the people you know are 
below average.

4 - 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad 
name.

5 - 82.7% of all statistics are made up 
on the spot. 

6 - A conscience is what hurts when 
all your other parts feel so good.

7 - A clear conscience is usually the 
sign of a bad memory.

8 - If you want the rainbow, you have 
got to put up with the rain. 

9 - All those who believe in psycho 
kinesis, raise my hand.

10 - The early bird may get the worm, 
but the second mouse gets the cheese. 

11 - I almost had a psychic girlfriend, 

...... But she left me before we met.

12 - OK, so what's the speed of dark?

13 - How do you tell when you're out 
of invisible ink?

14 - If everything seems to be going 
well, you have obviously overlooked 
something.

15 - When everything is coming your 
way, you're in the wrong lane.
 
16- There’s a fine line between fishing 
and just standing on the shore like an 
idiot. 

17 - Ambition is a poor excuse for not 
having enough sense to be lazy.

18 - Hard work pays off in the future; 
laziness pays off now.

19 - I intend to live forever... So far, so 
good.

20 - If Barbie is so popular, why do 
you have to buy her friends?

21 - Eagles may soar, but weasels 
don't get sucked into jet engines.

22 - What happens if you get scared 
half to death twice?

23 - My mechanic told me, "I couldn't 
repair your brakes, so I made your 
horn louder." 

24 - Why do psychics have to ask you 
for your name.

25 - If at first you don't succeed, de-
stroy all evidence that you tried.

26 - A conclusion is the place where 
you got tired of thinking.

27 - Experience is something you 
don't get until just after you need it.

28 - The hardness of the butter is pro-
portional to the softness of the bread.

29 - To steal ideas from one person 
is plagiarism; to steal from many is 
research.

30 - The problem with the gene pool is 
that there is no lifeguard.

31 - The sooner you fall behind, the 
more time you'll have to catch up. 

32 - The colder the x-ray table, the 
more of your body is required to be 
on it.

33 - Everyone has a photographic 
memory; some just don't have film. 

34 - If at first you don't succeed, sky-
diving is not for you.

35 - If your car could travel at the 
speed of light, would your headlights 
work?

http://bit.ly/johnarnold-uc
http://bit.ly/2WvMidE
http://bit.ly/2WbaN0n
http://bit.ly/2wpO7di
http://bit.ly/2JB5wsb 
http://bit.ly/30qcm91
http://bit.ly/2WlKqE0
http://bit.ly/2VVuXXa
http://bit.ly/2SvV45p
http://bit.ly/2SvmiJd

