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Rudi’s Weekly Report.
Kia ora koutou
Hope you are having a great week and 
that exam week is going well.  
This week, the school received a visit 
from Canterbury Distinguished Pro-
fessor Roy Kerr.   
Professor Kerr is hoping to be a 
regular visitor to the School, and is 
planning to give a series of lectures 
and seminars towards the end of June 
– watch this space for more news.  

This week, some of our colleagues 
went to see the progress being made in 
BT building.   
Sarah Masters has written an article 
on her impressions of the new office 
space in the building.   
As the building completion gets clos-

er, it is a good time to look at the stuff 
that has been accumulated over the 
years and that it is no longer needed 
or used.   A skip will be provided next 
week for folk to dispose of unwanted 
items.   
For any unwanted books, including 
text books( older than 15yrs ), there 
will be a collection area by the lifts 
in the foyer of West. Please contact 
Sharlene if you have any textbooks 
less than 15yrs old as they are to go 
elsewhere. 

Outreached continued this week, with 
the spectroscopy and radiation work-
shops as well as Chem Club taking 
place in this School this year.  
Please join me in thanking Graeme, 
Cliff and everyone who helped for 

putting on an excellent display. 
   
This week Dr. Anthea Lees also 
helped organise a 
pizza lunch for all 
our demonstrators 
– thank you Anthea, 
and thanks to all 
the demonstrators 
for their hard work.   
 
This week, we 
have Dr. Chris Gordon as our featured 
member of staff.   
Please take a look at the profile of one  
of our nicest colleagues.

Have a great weekend
Nga mihi nui
Rudi 

Time/Date Speaker Talk Title Location

Mon, 17 Jun 2019 15:30:00 
NZST

Christian Jakob Energetic constraints on cli-
mate model errors in precipi-
tation

Room 701,  
Level 7,  
West Building 
University of Canterbury

Tue, 18 Jun 2019 10:00:00 
NZST

Sarah Masters and Konstantin 
Pavlov

This is the seventh in a series 
of joint school seminars show-
casing SPCS research …..

Room 701,  
Level 7,  
West Building 
University of Canterbury

Fri, 21 Jun 2019 11:00:00 
NZST

Steve Durbin Exploiting Disorder in Ternary 
Heterovalent Semiconductors 
to Tune Across the Visible

Room 701,  
Level 7,  
West Building 
University of Canterbury

SPCS Te Kura Matū Seminar Series  

SPCS Staff Profile - Dr. Chris Gordon 
I grew up in South Africa and did my 
undergraduate and Master’s degree at  
the University of the Witwatersrand. 
 I then worked in the environmental  
and mineral exploration industries as a 
researcher in remote sensing.   
 
After several years working in in-
dustry, I returned to academia and  
completed a PhD  at the Institute of 
Cosmology and Gravitation in  Ports-
mouth (UK).  
This was followed by postdocs at the 

Universities of Cambridge and Chica-
go. I then had a five year postdoctoral 
position at  the University of Oxford.  
 
In December 2011, I was appointed in 
a  continuing position as a lecturer at 
the University of Canterbury.

I usually spend my weekends with 
my twin 14 year old daughters either 
walking their dogs, cycling or going 
swimming. Dr.Chris Gordon -Senior lecturer in the School of 

Physical and Chemical Sciences. Chris’ research 
interests are in high-energy astrophysics and cosmology 
with particularly interested in finding non-gravitational 
evidence for dark matter.

https://research.monash.edu/en/persons/christian-jakob
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/physics--astronomy-seminars/jakob-christian20190617.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/physics--astronomy-seminars/jakob-christian20190617.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/physics--astronomy-seminars/jakob-christian20190617.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcs-jointmasterspavlvo20190607.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcs-jointmasterspavlvo20190607.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/chemistry-seminars/spcs-jointmasterspavlvo20190607.html
https://wmich.edu/electrical-computer/directory/durbin
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/physics--astronomy-seminars/durbin-steve20190621.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/physics--astronomy-seminars/durbin-steve20190621.html
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/schools-and-departments/phys-chem/physics--astronomy-seminars/durbin-steve20190621.html
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External view from south side.

A group of us had a chance to go into 
the new BT building for a look round 
this week.  
Here are some photos of the exterior 
and interior of the building. If you 
want to see more please let me know. 

Beatrice Tinsley Building 
Sarah Masters My overall impression was that it was 

light inside, even the “internal” offic-
es, and that once it’s finished it’ll be a 
great place to work.  
It will be nice to have everyone back 
together with a social space to talk to 
each other (I miss the tearoom!) and 
whilst I am pretty much immersed 

with the students at the moment, I 
hope you’ll all find it easier to be near-
er to your groups.  
 
Looking forward to moving in!
  
More images from others in the group 
at the end of the newsletter

Walking from SBS to BT on the top 
(4th) floor.

Entrance to BT from SBS – HoS 
office in distance and admin offices 
to right.

View from south to north – 
offices are to the right, bays are 
for photocopies, resources etc.

4th floor meeting room (south end).6 office bay with carpets and ceiling 
acoustic tiling. This is the furthest 
south so Richard, Vlad, Alison, 
Paul, Chris and Jan.

“tearoom” space at top of stairs, 
there will be tables and seating 
here.

View of whole stairs, tearoom space 
is behind where I am standing.

My office :) View from Rudi’s office.
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Luminol and Peroxide 
Sarah Lilley
The reaction is luminol and peroxide, 
with a little copper as a catalyst.  
 
We did this reaction as part of out-
reach in the undergraduate labs for a 
high school group that came through. 
 
The reaction is still used (although not 
as popularly as it was in its peak-
around the 1970’s) to detect blood in 

crime scenes as blood also activates 
the luminol thanks to the presence of 
iron. Because Peroxide also activates 
it, it can also be used to tell when 
people have tried to clean up a crime 
scene.

The reaction is luminol and peroxide, with a 
little copper as a catalyst

Congratulations
Happy 50th wedding anniversary to 
Geoff and Rachel Stedman. 
Professor Geoff Stedman retired 
from the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy after over 30 years on staff 
in 2003.His research interests include 
the foundations of relativity, symmetry 
in quantum mechanics, and ring lasers. 

Geoff and Rachel Stedman pictured at  
Rachaels home in Devon UK near Barnstaple 
looking across the Taw valley.  
The happy couple married 7/June/1969 

Thankyou

Here is a photo of the SPCS demonstrators 
having some well earned pizza to say thank you 
for their work in S1 in the labs! THANKYOU!

Australian Synchrotron -Liam Carroll

Liam spotted Queen Elizabeth II at the Australian Synchrotron on the soft X-ray beamline. As you can see 
she has very good things to say about both Australians and the soft X-ray beamline.
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Library News-John Arnold 

John Arnold
Subject Librarian for Physi-
cal and Chemical Sciences
http://bit.ly/johnarnold-uc

Boom in NZ Podcasts 
 (Science Media Centre)  
http://bit.ly/2WLrI9b 

Plan S Is Still Coming  
(In the Pipeline)  
http://bit.ly/2JUmDVQ 

The 250th Anniversary of Cook’s 
Observation of the Transit of Venus 
(Sciblogs)  
http://bit.ly/2Kozv65 
 
 

Sketching the Stars: How Art Can 
Advance Astronomy (Undark)  
http://bit.ly/2Z22Nvu 

Want to Understand Your Students 
Better? Try Being One  
(The Chronicle of Higher Education) 
http://bit.ly/2Mx12VR

Library Liaison Officer for 
Physics and Astronomy  
Dr Konstantin Pavlov  
http://bit.ly/31z5tCP

Library Liaison Officer for 
Chemistry  
Assoc. Prof. Greg Russell  
http://bit.ly/2SvmiJd 

Konstantin has now taken over the role of Library Liaison 
Officer for Physics and Astronomy.  
 
A big thank you to the outgoing Library Liaison Officer 
Chris Gordon!

More Beatrice Tinsley Building Pictures...

http://bit.ly/johnarnold-uc
http://bit.ly/2WLrI9b
http://bit.ly/2JUmDVQ 
http://bit.ly/2Kozv65
http://bit.ly/2Z22Nvu
http://bit.ly/2Mx12VR
http://bit.ly/31z5tCP
http://bit.ly/2SvmiJd

