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Rudi’s Weekly Report.
Kia ora koutou

detecting neutrinos using the ice-cube
in Antarctica. Greg on the other hand,
described his journey from Schmierenchemie to polymer chemistry.

Today is the last day of the first term.
This term has been challenging for a
number of reasons, and we now have a We also found out that Greg Russell,
chance to catch our breath.
Owen Curnow and Richard Hartshorn have been at UC for 25 years!!
This week, Tom Bennett and Thisbe
Congratulations guys – more on this
Lindhorst are leaving the School after milestone soon!
very successful visits. Tom is heading
back to Cambridge, whilst Thisbe is
In other news, expressions of interest
going back to Kiel. We will miss you
are open for the new coordinator for
both and hope you will come back and the biochemistry programme. If you
see us. Thisbe has kindly donated her are interested, please contact Sharlene
bike for use by future
by the 17th of April.
Erskine Fellows.

From the 17th-20th of April, we have
the Elaine P. Snowden School of
Astronomy, and the NZIP Conference
is coming up.
Finally, our new
SPCS t-shirts are
here – please see
Sharlene if you are
one of our demonstrators and you
would like one.
Have a great weekend.

This week we also had
a reason to celebrate as
Dr. Dan Foley has hit
the big 3-0!
Happy Birthday
Dan!!!!
Fez is our featured staff member this
week.
This week we had brilliant seminars
by Dr. Mark Aartsen and Dr. Greg
Russell. Mark told us about his work

SPCS Te Kura Matū Seminar Series
Time/Date

Speaker

Fri, 05 Apr 2019 11:00:00
NZDT

Dr Mark Aartsen and Assoc
Prof Greg Russell

Wed, 10 Apr 2019 12:00:00
NZST

Dr Jack Chen, Senior Lecturer
in Chemistry

Wed, 01 May 2019 12:00:00
NZST

Prof Nigel Perry
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Talk Title

Location

The ninth talk in a series of
Room 701, West Building
Joint seminars showcasing
SPCS research
Applying Concepts from NaRoom 701, West Building
ture for the design of Catalysts
and Smart Chemical Networks
Colour, Lasers and Light:
Room 701, West Building
Student “Studies of some New
Zealand Natural Products”
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Health, Safety and Wellbeing

EAP Services Ltd has launched the
EAP NOW app which benefits staff
already using the Employee Assistance
Programme (EAP), and those staff who
want to know more about the services
EAP can provide.

partnering for performance

EAP SERVICES’ MOBILE APP

EAPNOW puts the power of your Wellbeing in your hands
MY BOOKINGS
Track your sessions (upcoming
and completed) and request a
new appointment.

This initial release of the EAP NOW
app provides information about EAP
and/or to schedule and track EAP appointments.
EAP intends to further develop the app
and will keep UC informed as new
updates are available.

MY EAP
Watch our EAP video that briefly
explains what the services available
to you are, why you would use the
service and the intended benefits
of doing so.
CONNECT ME
Connects to both EAP and Community
support and assistance 24 hours a day,
365 days a year.

To download the EAP NOW app, scan
the QR code on the HR Intranet or use
either of the links below:
https://www.eapservices.co.nz/mobileapp-for-android/
https://www.eapservices.co.nz/mobileapp-for-ios/

F.A.Q
Answers to common questions about
EAP Services, and addresses myths
some people have about counselling
and mental health.
MY CHECK-UP
Encourages proactive self-monitoring
of aspects in our life that influence
our wellbeing, from how we manage
our money to how we manage stress.

After installing and opening the app,
you will be required to register the first
time you login:
Tap Register here (bottom right of your
mobile)
Enter UC’s organisation code: UCEAP
Enter an email address and password.
Developed by EAP Services

Faith vs Science
Free Tickets Available Known as
“The Pope’s Astronomer,” Consolmagno was appointed by Pope Francis
as Director of the Vatican Observatory in September 2015. He will visit
Christchurch as part of his nationwide
tour with the Catholic Enquiry Centre.
Consolmagno has written and co-authored numerous publications as well
as giving talks across the globe. In
2014, he was awarded the Carl Sagan
Medal by the American Astronomical
Society for outstanding communication of planetary science to the public
and has an asteroid named in his
honour.
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You can follow Consolmagno’s
thoughts on work and life at the Vatican Observatory by reading his blog,
following him on Twitter, and watching his TEDx talk.
Tue, 30 April 2019,
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM NZST
Philip Carter Auditorium,
Piano Centre for Music and Art,
156 Armagh St, Christchurch Central

If you would like to go to this event
please contact sharlene.wilson@
canterbury.ac.nz to enquire about the
free tickets.
See all 3 events here
https://chchcatholic.nz/brguy/
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Brother Guy J. Consolmagno is an American research astronomer,
Jesuit religious brother, and Director of the Vatican Observatory, and
President of the Vatican Observatory Foundation.

SPCS Staff Profile

Prof. Antony Fairbanks
I was born in Chester in the UK to
an English father and Welsh mother.
I was brought up in a small village
called Farndon, right on the border of
England and Wales, which at this point
are separated by the River Dee, which
is itself spanned by a 14th century
sandstone bridge. I went to the local
village primary school and then to secondary school in Chester at the Kings
School, which was founded in 1541 by
Henry VIII following the Dissolution
of the Monasteries. In the Upper 6th
form I won the top school prize, the
Westminster Gold Medal, which much
to my great surprise is actually made
from solid gold and given to school
annually by the Patron, the Duke of
Westminster (who can afford it).

To quote Hemmingway – ‘if you are lucky
enough to have lived
in Paris as a young
man, then wherever
you go for the rest of
your life, it stays with
you, for Paris is a
movable feast.’ In retrospect this 18 month
period was the most
formative experience
of my life; I enjoyed
it immensely, Paris is
such a fabulous city.
In addition Prof. Sinaÿ
is a truly superb scientist and intellect;
anyone who has ever taken Arixtra (Fondaparinux), or another low
molecular weight heparin derivative
post-surgery to avoid thrombosis owes
him a debt of thanks.

both my College tutorial teaching and
my role as a University Lecturer.

In 2006 I came to UC on an Erskine
Fellowship (Oxford-Canterbury
After leaving school in 1986 I went
exchange scheme), an event that
to Oxford, and studied for a BA in
was to prove life-changing. I had a
Chemistry (yes, all degrees from
fabulous time, and got to meet many
Oxford were then BAs) at Wadham
I was very sad to leave Paris, and was wonderful friends, and enjoy the very
College (founded in 1610, politically
undecided as to ‘what next’, so I wrote best of New Zealand during my four
the most left wing and active of all the to my external PhD examiner Profesmonths here. So, when two years later
Oxford colleges), and was awarded
sor Steve Ley. Eventually I applied for my good friend Bryce Williamson
the ‘top first’ in 1990. I stayed on at
and was awarded a Junior Research
e-mailed me to tell me there was a
Oxford to do a D.Phil. in the famous
Fellowship (JRF) at Sidney Sussex
job in organic chemistry advertised
Dyson Perrins Laboratory, which was College, Cambridge, to go and work
at UC the question was ‘what to do
built in 1913-6 with money from the
with Steve in the Wiffen Lab at Lens- ?’ Rather than become part of the
Lea and Perrins Worcestershire sauce
field Road. I was technically now both furniture at Oxford I decided to apply.
empire! For my doctorate I worked
a ‘light’ and ‘dark’ blue. However just I was ecstatic that I was the preferred
with Professor George Fleet on the
one year later in 1996 a lectureship in candidate, and after 13 years as an
synthesis of glycosidase inhibitors,
Organic Chemistry was advertised at
independent academic I left at Oxford
which is when my specialisation in the Oxford. I applied – ‘just for the expe- at the end of 2008. Half of my former
carbohydrate field began. Thanks to
rience of writing a job application’ and colleagues thought I was mad to leave,
George being a ‘proactive sort of guy’, was very surprised when I got the job, the other half thought it was a fantastic
I ended up with Sir Jack Baldwin FRS aged only 27. So, I then moved back
decision, and wished they could do the
(then Waynflete Professor at Oxford)
to Oxford to as University Lecturer
same !
and Steve Ley FRS (BP Professor at
in Chemistry in the Dyson Perrins
Cambridge) as my two PhD examinLaboratory, and a Tutorial Fellow of
So I started UC in January 2009.
ers. Terrifying to say the least!
Jesus College, where I stayed until the The rest is of course recent history
end of 2008. During this time I built
including being Head of the ChemisIt was then time to go abroad and do a my own independent research group
try Department of at UC from 2010Postdoc, but the USA did not appeal,
in the carbohydrate field, and super2014 during the earthquakes and all
so I applied for a Royal Society Euro- vised 13 PhD students, 10 Postdocs,
of the planning stages of the ER. My
pean Exchange Fellowship to go and
and 29 Part II (=MSc) students. In
research group’s interests continue
work with Professor Pierre Sinaÿ at
2002 I co-founded Glycoform Ltd,
to centre on carbohydrate chemistry
the Ecole Normale Superieure in Paris, a multi-million pound University
and biology, though in recent years
France. These awards were a sort of
spin-out Biotechnology company. I
we have become more proficient in
precursor to Marie Curie Fellowships, was also kept busy with many College chemical biology, and have taken our
and something that will probably
duties – I was Dean of Jesus College
synthetic interests into new ‘greener’
(and very unfortunately) not exist
from 2001-2005, sat on innumerable
areas. So far during my career we
post-Brexit. Luckily my application
College committees, and was also a
have published more than 150 scienwas successful, so I had the good for- Director of Graduate Studies in the
tific articles, including ~140 articles in
tune to go and live and work in Paris
Organic Chemistry Department. In
international peer reviewed journals,
for 18 months, when I picked up quite 2004 I received the Carbohydrate
an undergraduate textbook, multiple
a reasonable level of grammatically
Award from the Royal Society of
book chapters and seven patents. In
correct spoken French, and an awful
Chemistry (RSC), and in 2006 I was
2018 we were awarded the New Zealot of vernacular.
awarded the first ever teaching award land Institute of Chemistry’s (NZIC)
in Chemistry at Oxford University, for top award: the Prize for Chemical
Science (sponsored by the Maurice
Wilkins Centre).
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Astronomy Picture of the Day
https://apod.nasa.gov/

After the Crab Nebula, M1, this giant star cluster is the second entry in 18th century astronomer Charles Messier's famous list of things that are not comets. M2 is
one of the largest globular star clusters now known to roam the halo of our Milky
Way galaxy. Though Messier originally described it as a nebula without stars,
this stunning Hubble image resolves stars across the central 40 light-years of
M2. Its population of stars numbers close to 150,000, concentrated within a total
diameter of around 175 light-years. About 55,000 light-years distant toward the
constellation Aquarius, this ancient denizen of the Milky Way, also known as NGC
7089, is 13 billion years old.
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Library News John Arnold
Recently Seen on the Web
A Brief History of Science Writing
Shows the Rise of the Female Voice
(The Conversation)
http://bit.ly/2TpCgVE
Guest Post – Technological Support
for Peer Review Innovations (The
Scholarly Kitchen)
http://bit.ly/2TD9mBJ

Libraries and Librarians Aren’t about
to Disappear (Inside Higher Ed)
http://bit.ly/2nZHUQE
Breaking the Tech Addiction [digital
decluttering] (GradHacker)
Library Liaison Officer for
http://bit.ly/2UWrckD
Chemistry
Assoc. Prof. Greg Russell
http://bit.ly/2SvmiJd

Rewiring STEM Education (Symmetry
Magazine)
http://bit.ly/2LIazrp
An Insider’s Take on Assessment: It
May Be Worse Than You Thought
(Chronicle of Higher Education)
http://bit.ly/2BNh1ZM
The Beginning of the End for the ‘Big
Deal’? [journal subscriptions] (Inside
Higher Ed)
http://bit.ly/2HWc1nF
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Library Liaison Officer for
Physics and Astronomy
Dr Chris Gordon
http://bit.ly/2SvV45p

