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Jon’s Deputy Report.

I have been away for the last six
weeks so I don’t have a great deal
to report regarding school matters
with the exception of two things.
Firstly, congratulations to Laurie
who is to receive a University of
Canterbury Health, Safety & Wellbeing Award at a morning tea ceremony
next week.
Secondly, please join me in congratulating Tim Allison for securing
University funding for his native
protein mass spectrometer which as I
recall has a value of the order of NZ$
850,000.
For my own part, I have spent the majority of the last six weeks deep in the

Bavarian Forest at
Fundamental Station
Wettzell. Wettzell is
a part of the VLBI
network which determines the precise
length of day.
More specifically, they measure the
100 microsecond variations in the
length of day that occur on a timescale
of a few weeks. In case you happen
to be wondering why we need that
information – its so that your sat nav
doesn’t drive you into a ditch.
Wettzell is also home to the German
Gross ring laser and I was there to
work with collaborator Ulli Schreiber
on our book project. The completed
monograph is due to Cambridge Uni-

PhD student Dian Zou

versity Press by the end of the year.
My visit coincided with that of
Canterbury PhD student Dian Zou.
Dian had a great time in Europe by
all accounts – even finding the time to
discover a love of big motor bikes.

Deep in the Bavarian Forest you’ll find Fundamental Station Wettzell. This is a part of the VLBI (very-long-baseline interferometry )network
which determines the precise length of day.

SPCS Te Kura Matū Seminar Series
Time/Date
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Speaker

Talk Title

Fri, 16 Aug 2019 11:00:00
NZST

Dr Wilfred Walsh
National University of Singapore and Biosphere Capital
Ltd

Energy Meteorology and
Forecasting: new disciplines
required for climate change
mitigation

Wed, 21 Aug 2019 12:00:00
NZST

Assoc. Prof John Finke
Improving antibody drug deErskine visitor from the Unilivery to the brain via surface
versity of Washington, Tacoma sugars

Fri, 23 Aug 2019 11:00:00
NZST

Peter Schwerdtfeger

Location
Room 701,
Level 7,
West Building
University of Canterbury
Room 701,
Level 7,
West Building
University of Canterbury

From the Schrödinger EquaRoom 701,
tion to the Standard Model and Level 7,
Beyond
West Building
University of Canterbury
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Safety, Health and Wellbeing
Date

Aug-19
Fri 23 August
Sep-19
Fri 13 September
Mon 16 September
Wed 25 & Thurs 26
September
Oct-19
Mon 7 October

Training

Duration

First Aid Revalidation

9am - 4pm

First Aid Revalidation
Fire Extinguisher & Evacuation Training
Comprehensive First Aid

9am - 4pm
9am - 12pm
2 days 9am - 4pm

Risk Management

9am - 12pm

Give, tukua
The Five Ways to Wellbeing series - mentalhealth.org.nz
Your time – te wā ki a koe, your words – ō kupu, your presence – ko koe tonu.
Do something nice for a friend, or a stranger. Thank someone, smile, or volunteer your time by joining
a community group. Seeing yourself, and your happiness, linked to the wider community can be
incredibly rewarding and creates connection with the people around you. It feels good to give and
everybody has something to offer. How will you play your part?
•

Join or start and develop a neighbourhood Time Bank.

•

Take opportunities to support and advocate for groups, friends, family or neighbours in need.

•

Give a smile away!

•

Organise or promote random acts of kindness days at school, work or when you’re out with a group.

•

While driving, stop to let a car into the traffic.

•

Offer to mow the grass verge of your neighbour.

•

Join a community clean up day - could be a local stream, river, beach or park - or a tree planting project with 		
friends or family

•

If you have fruit trees pop your excess fruit out on the street with a “help yourself” sign.

•

Donate old toys, books, sports equipment, clothes etc to a local charity.

•

Help with school working bees and fundraisers.

•

Offer to help an older neighbour with their wheelie bins on rubbish/recycling days.

•

Give a compliment – acknowledge what someone in your life has done well.
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Gateway Cities Project Youth Expedition to Antarctica -https://Antarctic-cities.org
The Antarctic Office, ChristchurchNZ,
is supporting a unique opportunity
for an inspiring young person from
Christchurch, to travel as part of the
Antarctic Cities Youth Expedition to
King George Island on the Antarctic
Peninsula in December 2019, alongside youth from the other four Antarctic Gateway cities – Hobart, Australia;
Punta Arenas, Chile; Ushuaia, Argentina and Cape Town, South Africa.
We hope to get many applications
from young residents (18-29-yearolds) in greater Christchurch.
The Antarctic Cities Youth Expedition
is connected to an ambitious joint
research project that spans the Antarctic gateway cities, including Punta
Arenas and Christchurch, and offers a
unique opportunity for youth from the
five gateway cities to each submit an
application for a place on the Antarctic Cities Youth Expedition to King
George Island in December 2019.
Please see https://antarctic-cities.org/
acye for more information.
This is an amazing opportunity and
is very likely to, not only connect
a young Christchurch resident with
young people from other Antarctic
gateway cities but also, create a greater awareness and understanding about
humankind’s responsibilities for the

great Southern continent, which all of
the gateway cities share.
The Latin American Centre for Asia
Pacific Excellence, Wellington, has
sponsored the return airfare and local
Antarctic organisations are supporting
other aspects of the expedition for the
Christchurch attendee.

Gateway Antarctica, who represents
Christchurch on the international Antarctic Gateway Cities project https://
Antarctic-cities.org, for more information or goto the website.
Daniela Liggett
03-369 2170
daniela.liggett@canterbury.ac.nz

Please contact Daniella Liggett, of

Student helpers needed for Starlight Conference - John Hearnshaw
I need 4 or 5 student helpers for the
Starlight Conference, Sunday 20
October to evening of 23 October or
afternoon of 24 October.

The Starlight Conference is in international conference to take place in
Tekapo in October to discuss light pollution, dark skies, lighting technology
and astro-tourism. Details are at the
conference website https://starlightconference.org.
I am looking for student volunteers,
probably graduate students, who can
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travel to Tekapo on 20 October and
return late on 23rd (2 or 3 students) or
on the afternoon of 24th (2 or 3 students). Transport and accommodation
will be provided as well as meals.

A current driving licence would be
useful.
Duties will include transporting some
of our keynote speakers to Tekapo,
helping with conference sessions,
helping lay out chairs in the Community Hall and clear them away at the
conclusion, plus any other duties that
entail directing participants to the right

locations at the right times.
An interest in astronomy and environmental issues would be an asset,
as you will get to hear the conference
talks for free.
Please contact John Hearnshaw as
soon as possible (john.hearnshaw@
canterbury.ac.nz or tel 03 3692518) to
apply.
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21st Australia and New Zealand Electrochemistry Symposium - Ting Wu
It’s my 1st overseas electrochemistry related conference organised by
International Society of Electrochemistry and Royal Australian Chemical
Institute and Queensland University of
Technology in Brisbane.
It was a great opportunity to present
my work there and made many friends
and researchers. My title was “Optimization of Oxygen Reduction Reaction
using Iron Porphyrin and Interacting
Group: a Strategy Inspired by Nature”.
It is also a great to get the ISE student
awards for my talk. Thanks very much PhD student Ting Wu presenting “Optimization of Oxygen Reduction Reaction using Iron Porphyrin and Interacting Group: a Strategy Inspired by Nature”. at the 21st Australia and New Zeafor my supervisor’s support and the
land electrochemistry symposium meeting at Queensland University of Technology April 2019
travel funds from the school.

Transitioning Into Retirement - Events

A seminar that explores the choices you have as you transition through the stages from full-time work into your idea of
retirement, so you have peace of mind and the freedom to enjoy your life.
It is most helpful to those aged 55 plus.
We will look at:
• Lifestyle planning
The stages of retirement.
Where the cash is going to come from to replace your regular salary.
Knowing how much you can afford to spend.
• Investment planning
How to manage your wealth in a way that will see you through your retirement years.
• Insurance and estate planning
What do you need?
What are the best structures to put in place?
Who is NZFP?
NZFP (New Zealand Financial Planning) is the country’s leading financial planners. With over 20 years of experience,
offices nationwide, a proven track record and highly skilled and qualified AFA’s, no-one is better placed to guide you
through those difficult financial decisions.
Registration: to Shelley – shelleyd@nzfp.co.nz
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What’s that next to the Moon?- https://apod.nasa.gov/
What's that next to the Moon? Saturn.
In its monthly trip around the Earth
-- and hence Earth's sky -- our Moon
passed nearly in front of Sun-orbiting Saturn earlier this week. Actually
the Moon passed directly in front of
Saturn from the viewpoints of a wide
swath of Earth's Southern Hemisphere.
The featured image from Sydney,
Australia captured the pair a few
minutes before the eclipse. The image
was a single shot lasting only 1/500th
of a second, later processed to better
highlight both the Moon and Saturn.
Since Saturn is nearly opposite the
Sun, it can be seen nearly the entire
night, starting at sunset, toward the
south and east. The gibbous Moon was
also nearly opposite the Sun, and so
also visible nearly the entire night -- it
will be full tomorrow night.
The Moon will occult Saturn again
during every lap it makes around the
Earth this year.
See https://apod.nasa.gov/apod/
ap190814.html

Library News-John Arnold
Recently Seen on the Web
Instruments of Change
(via the Scout Report)
http://bit.ly/2KtqqIQ
A Nobelist’s Life Lessons [Michael
Kosterlitz]
(Inside Higher Ed)
http://bit.ly/2ToCr58
Physics in the Eyes and Ears of an
Artist
(Symmetry Magazine)
http://bit.ly/2YSdTCP
More Than a Fight for the Heavens
[Telescope on Mauna Kea]
(Inside Higher Ed)
http://bit.ly/2Tmo7KJ
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Image Credit: Peter Patonai (Astroscape Photography)

A&A Ranking by Google
(Astronomy & Astrophysics)
http://bit.ly/2Mj4nXs
The Radical Transformation of the
Textbook
(WIRED)
http://bit.ly/2GVvmEl
Getting Beyond the CRAAP Test:
A Conversation with Mike Caulfield
[fact-checking and online literacy]
(Inside Higher Ed)
http://bit.ly/2OWASgq

Library Liaison Officer for
Chemistry
Assoc. Prof. Greg Russell
http://bit.ly/2SvmiJd

Library Liaison Officer for
Physics and Astronomy
Dr Konstantin Pavlov
http://bit.ly/31z5tCP

On the lighter side…
Alternative Non-spherical Earth Theories
(Saturday Morning Breakfast Cereal)
http://bit.ly/2KyuBC4

John Arnold
Subject Librarian for Physical and Chemical Sciences
http://bit.ly/johnarnold-uc
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