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The Betty Wignall Scholarship in 
Chemistry 
 
 
 
 

Regulations 
Key Information 

Closing date 15 May 

Value $5,000 per 120 points of enrolment.1 

Tenure The scholarship is tenable for 360 points of enrolment. 

Number available  There may be only one holder of the scholarship at a time. 

Applicable programme 
during tenure 

For a PhD degree in Chemistry 

 

1. Purpose  
This scholarship supports students for study towards a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Chemistry at the 
University of Canterbury.  

2. Eligibility criteria 
Applicants must be enrolled, full-time or part-time, in a programme for a PhD in Chemistry at the 
University.  

3. Selection process 
3.1 There may be only one holder of the scholarship at a time.  
3.2 The scholarship is awarded by the Council of the University on the recommendation of a selection 

committee comprising: 
a. the Vice-Chancellor (or nominee); and 
b. the Head of the School of Physical and Chemical Sciences (or nominee). 

4. Selection criteria 
4.1 In making the recommendation, the committee considers: 

a. academic achievement; 
b. ability and willingness to contribute positively to science-based activities in the community and/or 

student experiences in Chemistry within the School of Physical and Chemical Sciences; and 
c. financial need.  

4.2 If, in any year that the scholarship is available, there is no candidate of sufficient merit, no award is 
made. 

5. Application process 
Applications must be made online at the Scholarships website2 by 15 May in years that the scholarship 
is available. 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/future-students/fees-and-funding/scholarships-at-uc/
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6. Tenability 
6.1 The scholarship is tenable by full-time or part-time students enrolled in a programme for a PhD in 

Chemistry at the University.  
6.2 The scholarship is tenable for 360 points of enrolment.  The term of the scholarship is reduced by 

any period in excess of 60 points that the recipient has already completed in the PhD degree 
programme. 

6.3 With the permission of the Dean of Postgraduate Research, but not otherwise, a scholarship is 
tenable with any other award, unless the conditions of the other award preclude this.  

7. Value and payment schedule 
7.1 The scholarship provides financial assistance at a value of $5,000 per 120 points of thesis 

enrolment.1   
7.2 The scholarship is paid by direct credit to the recipient’s nominated New Zealand bank account. 

8. Conditions of acceptance 
8.1 Unless otherwise specified in the offer letter, an offer of a scholarship lapses if it is not formally 

accepted within one calendar month of the date of the offer. 
8.2 By accepting the award, recipients permit publication and announcement of their acceptance. 
8.3 In the event where a recipient’s enrolment in the year of tenure no longer meets the conditions 

specified in clause 6.1, the scholarship is withdrawn, and any paid funds may be recovered. 
8.4 If it is necessary for their PhD research, recipients, with the permission of the Dean of Postgraduate 

Research, may retain their scholarships while carrying out research for specified periods outside the 
University. 

8.5 Continuation of a scholarship is conditional on satisfactory academic progress and adherence to the 
University’s statutes and regulations.  

9. Background information 
The scholarship was established in 2011 with a gift from Ngaire Elisabeth (Betty) Wignall. Mrs Wignall 
was born on 27 March 1927 in Sumner, near Christchurch and spent her childhood there before 
attending secondary school at Columba College in Dunedin. She spent one year at the then Canterbury 
College in 1945, studying Medical Intermediate, prior to completing her degree in Home Science at the 
University of Otago. She then taught science and clothing at Waikato Diocesan School for Girls (1949–
51). After a year working at the Hammersmith Hospital laboratory in London, Mrs Wignall returned to 
New Zealand, where she worked briefly in Christchurch and then, for four years, with the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research in Wellington. She returned to Christchurch in 1958 to marry and 
raise her children. In 1974 Mrs Wignall became Administrative Secretary for the New Zealand Institute 
of Chemistry under the guidance of the late Denis Hogan, a highly recognised New Zealand Chemistry 
personality. Although working from home during her time with the Institute, Mrs Wignall spent many 
hours with the University of Canterbury’s Department of Chemistry, liaising with various members of the 
Chemistry fraternity. All three of Mrs Wignall's children were students of the University, with her 
daughter, Anne Wignall, studying Chemistry there. Following the Christchurch earthquakes, Mrs Wignall 
wanted to assist the Department of Chemistry in any way that she could, and, after consultation with the 
University, this scholarship was established. Mrs Wignall died in Christchurch on 20 December 2014, 
survived by her children Trevor, Anne, and Keith.  
When the award was established in 2011 it was for students within the Department of Chemistry. In 
2017 the Department of Chemistry merged with the Department of Physics and Astronomy to form the 
School of Physical and Chemical Sciences. 
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Notes 
                                                 
1 The scholarship is paid pro rata if the recipient is enrolled for fewer than 120 points in any year.  
2 http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/scholarships/ 

http://www.canterbury.ac.nz/scholarships/
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