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Rainbow Diversity Support

UC is proud to partner with Ngāi Tūāhuriri and Ngāi Tahu
to uphold the mana and aspirations of mana whenua.

Kia ora
He aha Te Kete Aronui?
What is Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences?
This brochure encompasses everything
to do with our society and what
shapes it — history, policy, media, and
social movements around the world.
It’s important to study these to know
how to use your voice for the things
that matter to you.
Browse through our list of subjects
like psychology, anthropology, policy,
Māori communication strategy,
journalism, youth and community
leadership, and many more.
We also aim to give you a glimpse of
what your studies are like in and out
of the classroom; clubs, community
projects, and critical discussions.
For any questions, contact a Future
Student Advisor to get more
information. Please recycle this
brochure or pass it to someone
who wants to learn more.

Maeve
Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science and International Relations
and Sociology, Bachelor of Laws

canterbury.ac.nz
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Why study at UC
What a UC student looks like

13% Rainbow

2% Trans/gender
diverse

14% have disability
or long-term
conditions

14% have primary
language other
than English

72%
10% have
dependents at
home

Ethnicity

644 929 15,349
Pacific

2,050
Māori
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of students have said they made
life-long friends while at UC

55% work while
studying

Other

3,201
Asian

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

NZ European/
Pākehā

815
Not stated

What we do

160+
160+ clubs

400+ partner
organisations

5 Research and Field
Stations locally and
internationally

3,000+ employer
connections

60+ international
partner
universities

35
research
centres

Why Ōtautahi Christchurch?
11% cheaper than
Wellington.
15% cheaper than
Auckland

2 hours — ocean to alps

1

Number 1 largest inner
city park in the southern
hemisphere

20 minutes — city to
beaches, biking and
walking tracks

canterbury.ac.nz
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UC Media and
Communication offers

TAUWHITINGA
MĀORI
The only Māori
Communication Strategy
and Practice major
of its kind in Aotearoa

Studying Arts,
Humanities, and
Social Sciences at UC
Mix-and-match

Practical learning

Arts, Humanities, and Social Science
subjects cover areas like psychology, Māori
and Indigenous studies, human rights,
linguistics, and social and youth work. With
the range of options available, you can
tailor your degree to your interests, or take
something you’ve never studied before.

Learning at UC is not all academic; our
Professional and Community Engagement
course gives you work experience in the
community through internships. Practical
components like field trips, workshops, and
seminars are part of your degree. These are
ways to also connect with other students
who share similar interests.

‘I’m studying Political Science because
there aren’t many POC in those spaces.
Pacific people and minorities are often
treated differently. I want to break
down barriers by understanding how it
all works.’
Okirano
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and
International Relations with a minor in
Human Services

4

UC staff are passionate and experienced in
their teaching areas, and will help you see
your own potential.

Indigenous knowledge
Kaupapa Māori is integrated into our
courses, so you can learn about Māori
values and understand the potential of
Indigenous knowledge to solve wider
issues like climate change, waterways
management, etc.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

You can also take up Māori and Indigenous
studies in many pathways — just speak to a
Liaison Officer/Future Student Advisor.

Student life
Our campus culture is what makes for a
great student experience. Our leafy green
campus is nestled between moana (sea),
maunga (mountains), and rangi (sky),
and with the Ōtākaro Avon River winding
through, there are many spots for you to
take a breath.
Plus, we have 160+ active clubs, so you
can balance out your studies with some
fun. Some Arts, Humanities, and Social
Sciences related clubs include Classics,
Musical theatre, Drama, Political Science,
Student Volunteer Army, UC Global Society,
QCanterbury, and more.
‘The highlight for me has been how
enthusiastic the lecturers are. Their
passion grabs my attention and I know
they’ll be happy to give me extra help if
I need it. I’ve loved expanding my
knowledge base.’
Remington
Bachelor of Arts in Education and History

Exciting careers ahead

Wellbeing

There are so many different career choices
that you can open up by studying arts
and humanities.

From the moment you arrive on campus,
we provide support, with facilities including
the UC Equity and Disability Centre to help
with injuries or learning disabilities affecting
your studies; Liaison Officers to help with
degree planning; and UC Rec Centre for all
your sporting and fitness needs. A big part
of your university experience is learning selfcare — UC’s Student Care is here every step
of the way during your studies and beyond.

Some of our graduates have gone on to
work in psychology, social work, advocacy
and policy, publishing and editing,
communications, journalism, gallery
curatorship, teaching, Māori and Indigenous
development, and urban development.

‘An arts degree gives you a really broad
knowledge base and so many
transferrable skills. I’ve been able to
study topics as diverse as health,
modernity, equality, criminal justice,
religion, biculturalism, and social
theory to name a few.’
Eleanor
Bachelor of Arts in Human Services
and Sociology, Master of Arts of Sociology

Go to page 46 to learn about other support
available at UC.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Common terms

Degrees
Degrees are a type of qualification you can
study at university — there are several types
of qualifications varying in level of study
and length of time, such as:

These qualifications have less overall workload
and are completed in a much shorter
timeframe — usually 6 months to 1 year.

Subjects

A bachelor’s degree is an undergraduate
qualification that usually takes 3–4 years
to complete. UC offers a wide range of
bachelor’s degrees.

Subjects are areas you can study in
your degree. Some subjects you can
continue from secondary school such as
Music, Geography, English, while some
you can start new at UC eg, Social Work,
Linguistics, Marketing.

Double degrees

Major

Bachelor’s degrees

Some bachelor’s degrees can be studied
together. This option involves more study,
but you can specialise in different areas,
opening up a wider range of career options.

A major is the subject you choose to
specialise in all the way to the final year
of your bachelor’s degree. For example, a
Bachelor of Arts majoring in Psychology.

Conjoint degrees

Double major

Conjoint degrees combine two bachelor’s
degrees into a singular degree. Unlike
double degrees, these must be completed
at the same time, and involve a much
higher workload each year.

You can sometimes choose to specialise
in two subjects that you’re interested in
(double major). These can be completed in
the same time as a single major without
the extra workload.

Certificates and Diplomas

Minor

If you are unable to study a full degree,
or want to add some additional study
to your degree, you could complete a
certificate or diploma.
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A minor is another specialisation, but you
will only study this up to your second year.
For example, a Bachelor of Science majoring
in Geology with a minor in Geography.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Specialisation
Specialisations combine different subjects
together into a central theme. They allow
you to specialise in multiple subjects all the
way into your final year. These are offered
within the Bachelor of Arts.

Courses
A course is a specific topic within a
subject, for example an American history
course within the History subject. This
involves lectures, assignments, and other
forms of study. Your degree is made up of
multiple courses.

Points
Each course has a points value (similar
to credits from NCEA). You will need to
complete a certain number of points overall
to successfully finish your study.

Semester
The academic year is split into two
periods of study known as semesters. One
semester is the equivalent of two terms at
secondary school.
• Semester 1: February – June
• Semester 2: July – November
• Summer: November – February.

Subjects

Engage with the
community through

EXCITING
INTERNSHIPS
from marketing and health
advocacy to organising events
and policy analysis

Aratohu Kaupapa | Subjects
9
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Antarctic Studies
Anthropology
Art History and Theory
Cinema Studies
Classics
Communication Strategy
and Practice
Creative Industries and
Contemporary Practice
Cultural Heritage
Cultural Studies
Digital Humanities
English
European and European
Union Studies
Global Societies and Cultures
Geography
History

17 Humanitarian Work
18 Human Services
18 Indigenous Knowledge and
Sustainable Partnerships
19 International Affairs
19 Journalism
20 Language, Brain and Behaviour
20 Linguistics
21 Māori and Indigenous Studies
21 Media and Communication
22 Pacific Studies
22 Philosophy
23 Philosophy, Politics
and Economics
23 Political Communication
24 Political Science and
International Relations
25 Professional and
Community Engagement

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

25 Psychology
26 Social Action, Community and
Global Development
26 Social Activism
27 Social Entrepreneurship
27 Social Work
28 Society, Diversity and Change
28 Society and Policy
29 Sociology
29 Tauwhitinga Māori: Māori
Communication Strategy
and Practice
30 Youth and
Community Leadership
30 Youth Work and Development
See our full list of subjects at
canterbury.ac.nz/study/subjects
It is not always possible for all courses to be offered
every year. See the online Course Information System.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Antarctic Studies
‘Experience and understand the great
frozen continent.’
Wills
Bachelor of Science in Physics, Postgraduate
Certificate in Antarctic Studies
Antarctica is the highest, coldest, and most
isolated continent, so vast that it affects
climate and ocean currents.
Explore its history, biodiversity, and role in
the global climate crisis.

What will my study involve?
• Wide range of topics like arctic climate,
marine ecology, biodiversity, hazards and
disaster management.
• Learn how life — microbes, plants,
animals, and humans — thrives in these
extreme conditions.
• Gateway Antarctica, UC’s on‑campus
research centre, plays a role in
international research, engineering in
extreme environments, and connections
between Antarctica, Aotearoa, and
global nations.
• During a Postgraduate Certificate in
Antarctic Studies, you will get to do
fieldwork at Scott Base and in Windless
Bight in Antarctica.
• Include Antarctic Studies courses in
any bachelor’s degree at UC to examine
critical, contemporary issues around
climate change and politics.

Courses
Courses in this programme will introduce
you to various aspects of Antarctica,
from its extreme climate to the history of
Antarctic exploration and beyond:
Courses can include:
• Weather and climate change
• Southern ocean exploration
• Antarctic biodiversity and ecosystem
• Social and political issues of the Antarctic
continent.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
By learning about the Antarctic region,
you will understand the impact Antarctica
has and will continue to have on the
world. You will be able to contribute to
lots of unique areas like research, tourism,
education, conservation and sustainability,
engineering, and more.
Some career pathways could include:
• Antarctic science (eg, glaciology,
atmospherics, oceanography)
• Engineering and technical support
• Policy and law
• Science communications and education.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Antarctic Studies:
Cannot be studied as a major or minor,
but you can take these courses as part
of any degree.

Anthropology
‘The vastness of the field of
Anthropology makes it very easy to
find something you love.’
Alex
Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Anthropology,
Postgraduate Diploma in Health Sciences,
Master of Heath Sciences with an endorsement
in Health Information Systems
Anthropology is a broad and exciting
area of study for anyone of any age and
background. If you’re interested in the
history of our existence, languages and
cultures, identity, religion, and more, then
Anthropology is for you.
At UC, you will learn about our collective
history, and explore future issues like the
evolving role of technology in our lives,
power structures and systemic issues, and
where our global culture might be heading.

What will my study involve?
• Study topics that challenge your current
way of thinking and get you thinking
deeply about the topic.
• Get involved on campus through clubs
and advocacy.

• Combine your interests with other
studies by adding Anthropology to many
UC bachelor’s degrees.

Courses
First-year courses will introduce you to
examining cultures, Indigenous and
otherwise, and how culture evolves over
time due to political, economic, colonial,
and social changes.
Courses can include:
• Human Evolution
• Witchcraft, Magic and The Dead
• Ethnicity, Racism and History
• Kinship and Family.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
You can tailor your studies in Anthropology
to suit your job or career interests. The skills
you learn through your studies — rational
thinking, critical analysis, ethnography,
cross-cultural communication, writing, and
research — are transferable and can be used
in other fields.
Some career pathways could include:
• Government and policy
• International relations and foreign affairs
• Media and public relations
• Social work.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Anthropology:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

canterbury.ac.nz
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Art History and
Theory
‘Art History goes beyond studying a
narrow band of visual culture – you get
to explore topics like philosophy and
aesthetics, history of science,
advertising, and more.’
Bojana
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and Art
History and Theory, Bachelor of Arts with
Honours in Art History, Master of Arts in Art
History
This subject traces history and culture using
artefacts, architecture, photos, and more.
Learn to find meaning through objects and
see how these affect our experiences.

What will my study involve?
• Learn on campus and in the Arts Centre
in the city centre.
• Get hands-on with our James Logie
Memorial Collection of ancient artefacts
in the Teece Museum in the city, and
Aotearoa New Zealand’s cultural
collections at Macmillan Brown Library
on campus.
• Combine Art History and Theory studies
with other subject interests like Classics,
Anthropology, languages, and more.
• Internship courses where you can gain
practical skills and build connections.

Courses
In your first year, you will cover topics
in modern art by examining mediums
like painting, photography, and film. You
will also be introduced to architecture
and objects in art history, and complete
practical work with real artefacts.
Courses can include:
• Picasso who? Introducing Modern Art
• Art and Things
• Art and Revolution
• International Contemporary Art.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities

By examining artworks, you will gain ‘visual’
literacy, a skill that’s applicable to many
areas and careers.
Some career pathways could include:
• Museum and gallery curatorship
• Heritage conservation
• Publishing
• Library science.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Art History and Theory:

• From the silent era of film to modern day
– explore the evolution of movies
and filmmaking.
• Other topics include analysis of scenes,
screenwriting, exploration of Māori
identity, storytelling for children, and the
French New Wave.
• You can minor in Cinema Studies in many
UC bachelor’s degrees.

Courses

• Bachelor of Commerce

Besides film theory and history, in your
first year you will analyse 12 films from
12 countries in 12 weeks as part of our
‘Backpacker’s Guide to World Cinema’
course. In later years, you’ll explore
particular cultural adaptations, genres, and
styles of interest.

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

Courses can include:

• Bachelor of Science

• Backpacker’s Guide to World Cinema

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

• The Oscar for Best Picture

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

• European Novels and Film Adaptions.

• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Cinema Studies

• Coming of Age in Global Cinema

Career opportunities
You will learn the art of critical analysis for
themes, theories, and technical aspects
of filmmaking. Film is a broad medium,
meaning there are heaps of opportunities
from writing and production to business
and marketing in the industry.

‘An Arts degree teaches you lifelong
transferable skills that make you
dynamic enough for ANY career.’

Some career pathways could include:

Jessica
Bachelor of Arts in History and
Cinema Studies

• Marketing and public relations

Film is a unique medium, in that there are
so many ways to tell stories. The cultural
impact and influence of cinema over the
years has been huge.
This subject will introduce you to the tools
and techniques used in film creation. In
your classes, you will analyse the structure,
cinematic style, and storytelling of films
from diverse genres through the lens of
theory, history, and culture.

Throughout your studies, you will be
putting into practice skills like critical
analysis, attention to detail, perspective,
cultural awareness, and research.

10

What will my study involve?

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Filmmaking
• Film reviewing
• Event management.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Cinema Studies:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Classics
‘I became more and more intrigued
about what the ancient world could
teach us in the 21st century.’
Natalie
Bachelor of Arts in Classics with a minor in
English, Bachelor of Arts with Honours
in Classics
Studying the ancient cultures of Greece
and Rome shows us how our modern world
formed. Everything from western politics
to philosophy, science to architecture,
language to storytelling and more had their
origins in these great civilisations, and
there are even connections we can make
to current events today that have been
experienced in the past.
At UC, you will be able to customise your
Classics studies to different topics that
interest you, such as art and architecture,
politics, drama and written works, ancient
language, and even sociology and daily life
of the people.

What will my study involve?

Career opportunities

• You will get hands-on experience with
real ancient artefacts through UC’s Teece
Museum of Classical Antiquities, based
at Te Matatiki Toi Ora | Arts Centre, with
a collection spanning more than 2,500
years from about 2,000 BCE.

Seeing the entire history of the Ancient
Greek and Roman civilisations teaches
you a lot about how to analyse events
and history, how to understand other
cultures and viewpoints, and how society
and politics develop and work, especially
towards world relations and current affairs.

• Courses include areas such as history,
slavery, sex and gender, warfare, art and
architecture, political leaders, ancient
literature, philosophy, and more.
• Option in your final year to take an
internship, with past projects including
museum and art curatorship work, events
management, social media, and research
of artefacts.

Some career pathways could include:
• Museum curatorship
• Political relations, foreign affairs, policy
• Conservation and archaeology
• Communications.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Courses

Study Classics:

All our first year courses are designed to
introduce a variety of aspects of the
ancient world.

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts

Courses can include:
• Greek and Roman mythologies
• Greek and Roman History
• Beginners Greek and Latin
• Social and political systems.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

canterbury.ac.nz
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Communication
Strategy and
Practice
‘I love being able to explore and learn
more about the fast-growing platform
that media is.’

Career opportunities

Courses can include:

Through this major, you’ll learn how to
balance strategic thinking, the needs of
your stakeholders, and being creative. Your
experience using various media platforms
will make you adaptable to different
communications needs and new
media technologies.

• Visual content design

Some career pathways could include:

• Producing music
• Social media marketing
• Screen writing.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities

Fiorella
Bachelor of Communication in
Communication Strategy and Practice

• Stakeholder engagement

Communication is an essential part of any
organisation and like any other process
requires a strategic plan. This involves
knowing who your audience is, what you
want to say, how you want to say it, and
continuing to maintain and
develop relationships.

• Writing, editing, publishing.

This degree can lead to a range of careers
in the arts industry, such as producing,
writing, management, and communications.
Your study experiences will give you the
knowledge to work in many areas.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Some career pathways could include:

Through your study you will learn how to
plan and manage campaigns using a mix of
theory, technology, and case studies.

What will my study involve?
• Learn how to produce content for social
media, websites, brochures, apps, and
other platforms.
• Gain skills in crisis communications and
reputation management.
• Participate in real-world projects in
your final year through an internship or
industry campaign.
• Take optional courses to complement
your communication studies like
Advertising, Entrepreneurship, Linguistics,
Politics, and more.

Courses
First-year courses are introductory and will
help you develop a broad skillset in media
content production, planning, and research.
From your second year onwards, you will be
able to focus on strategic communications,
managing media campaigns, and
public response.
Courses can include:
• Advertising and Cultural Consumption

• Public relations
• Marketing and advertising

• Campaign and event management

Study Communication Strategy
and Practice:

• Editing and publishing

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Communication

• Media production.

Creative Industries
and Contemporary
Practice
This specialisation is for those who want to
be a part of the creative industry at large by
combining artistic and business skills.

As a Specialisation:
• Bachelor of Arts

Cultural Heritage

• Study key industry skills like
management, marketing, and
communication.

You’ll be able to look critically at our
cultural heritage in Aotearoa, and apply
these skills to international contexts.

• Choose your courses based on the
creative industries you want to work in –
Music, Arts, Writing, Screen/Media.

What will my study involve?

• Create practical projects and choose
between a final-year internship or
podcasting experience.

• Risk and Crisis Communication

Courses are designed to give you a range
of experiences and to develop industry
knowledge. Each year you will choose
courses from different creative pathways.
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Study Creative Industries and
Contemporary Practice:

What will my study involve?

Courses

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

If you’re interested in galleries, libraries,
archives, and museums, then this
specialisation is for you. You’ll explore
culture through objects, ranging from
contemporary art to archaeological remains
to the built environment.

Study at least two areas of the creative arts
of your choice (music and audio, film and
media, art, and creative writing) through
applied learning and theory.

• Consumer Behaviour
• Strategic Campaign Development.

• Professional art

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Study a range of cultures across the globe
through different time periods.
• Courses can include areas such as history,
art, warfare, language, religion, and more.
• Benefit from connections with local
museums, art galleries, heritage
archives, and libraries around Ōtautahi
Christchurch, including internships.
• Practical experience with artefacts dated
from 2,000 BCE with the Teece Museum
of Classical Antiquities, located at Te
Matatiki Toi Ora | Arts Centre.

Courses
Each year you will select courses depending
on your interests in a particular culture,
historical period, and society. In the final
year, you will choose between practical
heritage courses and an internship focused
on your chosen areas.
Courses can include:
• Revolution and change
• Māori history
• Archaeology
• Shaping culture through art.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
A degree examining cultural heritage
teaches you how history and culture
has shaped everything we create. It
prepares you for working with a variety of
cultures, educational institutions, heritage
conservation, or any sector which requires a
high degree of multicultural competency.
Some career pathways could include:
• Iwi engagement and development
• Curatorship
• Communications
• Art history.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Cultural Heritage:
As a Specialisation:
• Bachelor of Arts

This subject – like culture – is highly flexible;
you can construct your own degree and choose
to dive into what interests you the most.

What will my study involve?
• Create your own pathway of study, which
might emphasise popular culture and
media, gender and sexuality, humananimal studies, or culture in Aotearoa.

Study Cultural Studies:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce

• You can combine wide-ranging topics
like cinema studies, digital humanities
and online cultures, sociology, Māori and
Indigenous studies, and more.

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

• You will be exposed to a range of theories,
worldviews, and cultural texts and
debates.

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

• Adding a minor in Cultural Studies
with another degree will expand your
perspective on culture and identity in
your other studies.

Courses
These courses train you to create and
apply digital solutions for industry, and
explore how our reliance on technology has
changed our collective culture.
Courses can include:
• Political and cultural activism
• Sexuality and gender identity
• Media and film

• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Digital Humanities
Digital Humanities explores our digital
technologies and their effect on our new
ways of thinking, living, and working.
UC is the only university in Aotearoa where
you can study this subject and learn to
apply digital tools and methods.

• Colonisation and Indigenous cultures.

What will my study involve?

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Learn about new technologies such as
web analytics, social media platforms,
digital music, robotics, virtual reality.

Career opportunities
From the careful consideration of different
aspects of culture, you will be able to
develop a broad skillset including critical
thinking, analysis, communication, writing,
and research.

• Complete practical projects, training,
and internships with Te Pokapū Aronui
ā-Matihiko | UC Arts Digital Lab.

‘I love the fact that this unique
Cultural Studies programme allows
study into so many areas of the
humanities.’

Your study can be applied to a variety of
fields working with and for others, making
it easy for you to move in the job market.
Some career pathways could include:

These courses train you to create and
apply digital solutions for industry, and
explore how our reliance on technology has
changed our collective culture.

Polly
Bachelor of Arts in Cultural Studies
and English

• Arts management

Courses can include:

• Journalism, editing, and publishing

• Working In a digital world

• Public relations and advocacy

• Statistics

In Cultural Studies, you’ll analyse film,
social media, graphic novels, art, fashion,
sport, everyday activities, and many
more, with the aim of understanding how
complex our culture is and how it shapes
our identity.

• Campaign management.

• Music Technologies

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Cyberspace, Cyborgs and the Meaning
of Life.

Cultural Studies

Courses

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

canterbury.ac.nz
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Career opportunities
This study will make you highly adaptable
to learning, training, and advising on new
digital trends. Any industry from creative
media, cultural heritage, business, policy,
and more will benefit from your technical
and analytical skills.
Some career pathways could include:
• Business technology consultancy

English
Studying literature opens up worlds and
times beyond our experience, helping us
understand and reflect on our own history,
culture, society, and identity. English is a
core skill for almost every form of study,
career, and daily life.

Courses
You will get to choose from a range of
topics each year of your degree, starting
with the basics of academic and/or creative
writing techniques, analysing themes and
genres, and exploring some of the greatest
literature works throughout history.
Courses can include:
• Great Works

• Social media marketing

What will my study involve?

• The Outsider

• Web data analysis

• Pick from a variety of courses to learn
how to analyse texts, write clearly and
creatively, debate and critique effectively,
and learn how literature adapts to
cultural and historical influences.

• Creative Writing: Skills, Techniques and
Strategies

• Chance to create your own fictional
or non-fictional works, from poetry to
novels to screen writing in a variety of
different courses.

Career opportunities

• Digital content creation.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Digital Humanities:
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

• Alongside courses on the novel, theatre,
and 20th century literature, we also
offer courses in fields such as children’s
literature, human-animal studies, and
popular fiction (including science fiction,
horror, and fantasy).

• Shakespeare.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Reading, analysing, and critiquing skills
are useful in a huge range of occupations,
including journalism, law, communications,
publications, and even digital spaces.
University studies may open the way
towards creating your own works and
becoming a published author.
Some career pathways could include:
• Digital media and communications

• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

• Reporting

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

• Advertising and content writing.
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• Publishing and editing
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study English:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

European and
European Union
Studies

What will my study involve?
• There are two main areas of study to
choose courses from: EU studies on
modern-day Europe, and cultures and
languages of Europe.
• Choose from a broad range of topics
including political, economic, and social
integration of modern-day and historical
Europe.

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences

• Opportunity to complete an international
or virtual exchange with UC’s European
partner universities.

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

Courses

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Learn about the different regions that
make up Europe and the EU, its cultural
and language diversity, and the political
landscape from its creation through to
today. You will also be able to include
study in a European language as part of
the degree, choosing from German, French,
Russian, or Spanish.
Courses can include:

Charlotte
Bachelor of Arts in Chinese and Linguistics
with a minor in European and European
Union Studies, Master of European
Union Studies

• European novels and film adaptions

Study in European and European Union
Studies will look into current events as well
as history, language, and culture that have
shaped Europe and the European Union.

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts

• Get taught by members of the National
Centre of Research on Europe (NCRE),
Aotearoa New Zealand’s only research
centre devoted to study of Europe and
the EU.

‘European Studies is very
contemporary, so there is never a
dull moment.’

With 27 member states and 500 million
people, the European Union (EU) is Aotearoa
New Zealand’s most significant bilateral
partner after Australia and China and is
one of the world’s leading political and
trading blocs. Europe provides an important
reference point to Aotearoa and the global
community in cultural, linguistic, and
political aspects.

Study European and European
Union Studies

• Global Europe
• From Fiesta to Siesta
• The Soviet Experiment and its aftermath.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Studying European and European Union
Studies will open up a wide range of careers
in Aotearoa and abroad. Your skills and
knowledge provide you with a unique
perspective on Europe and the EU in various
industries, from politics to education to
humanities.
Some career pathways could include:
• International trade consultancy
• Foreign affairs
• Communications
• Policy analysis.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

Global Societies
and Cultures
Through this specialisation you will learn to
engage with ideas that have shaped today’s
world during the course of history and
examine Aotearoa New Zealand’s bicultural
society in a global context.
Skills in a second language greatly increase
your competitiveness in the global job
market and serve as a gateway to cultural
literacy and cross-cultural awareness.

What will my study involve?
• Combination of language and
cultural studies.
• A choice in courses based on your specific
interests and industry you wish to work
in – history, literature, film, and language.
• Opportunity to participate in a range
of exchanges with UC’s international
exchange partners.

Courses
Courses in this specialisation are designed
to offer a range of experiences to develop
knowledge of the global industry through
culture and languages.
In your first and second year, you are
required to learn a language and you will
have the opportunity to advance your

canterbury.ac.nz
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skills in your final year, and/or complete
historical, political, and cultural studies on
a region of interest.
Courses can include:
• Global film analysis
• Modern and ancient history
• Shaping culture through art
• Māori culture and identity.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
This degree pathway can lead to a range of
careers as global ambassadors in history,
society, culture, and more. Your study
experiences will give you the knowledge to
work in many industries in Aotearoa
and abroad.
Some career pathways could include:
• Public sector
• International education
• Media and communications
• Diplomatic and international relations.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Global Societies
and Cultures:
As a Specialisation:
• Bachelor of Arts

Geography
‘I realised that Geography was my
ideal field of study as it is a broad field
that allowed me to combine my
interests in the environment,
technology, the outdoors, and the
world around me.’
George
Bachelor of Science in Geography with an
endorsement in Environmental Science,
Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Geography

What will my study involve?
• Explore different pathways in geography:
physical geography, human geography,
Geographic Information Systems
(GIS), and resource and environmental
management.
• Practical workshops, labs, and fieldtrips
to examine geographical processes
outside of the classroom – including
urban mobility and planning.
• You will get the opportunity to undertake
research with community partners that
supports resilient environments and
communities through research.

Courses
Introductory level courses are offered
in your first year of Geography studies.
Further study will offer a variety of
courses to choose from and deepen your
understanding of your specific interests.
Courses can include:
• Climate change – environmental and
societal effects and responses
• Physical processes from mountains to sea
• Community and urban development
• Geospatial science.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Geography is a distinctive field between
science and arts that also has links to law,
sociology, engineering, computer science,
and health sciences. Due to this diversity,
study in Geography will lead to a range of
career opportunities.
Some career pathways could include:
• Climate or environmental consultant
• Resource manager
• Urban or transport planner
• Geospatial scientist.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Geography is the study of human
behaviour, the environment we live in,
and the relationship between both. This
field combines arts and sciences to find
innovative solutions to our society’s most
pressing issues and debates, and the
human response to these challenges, such
as climate change, poverty, sustainability,
health, and inequality.
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Study Geography:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Science
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts
• Certificate in Science

History
‘I enjoy the wide range of courses that
are all on offer at UC; I’ve taken
courses on New Zealand, American,
European, and Japanese history.’
James
Bachelor of Arts with Honours in History,
Master of Writing
History is at the heart of everything we do
and is much more than studying the past
— it gives you an insight into who we are
as a society in the present, and gives us the
tools to make better decisions for the future
At UC, you will learn about different eras
of history and cultures around the world,
while also looking into our own bicultural
heritage.

What will my study involve?
• A choice in courses to fit your specific
interests whether that is revolutions,
medieval history, religious beginnings,
empires, or criminology.
• You can minor in History in various
different bachelor’s degrees to add
historical knowledge to your studies.

• Opportunity to complete a practical
internship in organisations including
archiving, museum curatorship, events
and social media management, and
research projects.

Courses
Our first-year History courses are designed
to introduce various aspects of history with
broad topics. Further study will allow for
more targeted learning of historical periods
and subjects depending on your interests.

Study History:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce

for responding to crisis, disaster, and
civil emergencies – from earthquakes to
terrorism.
• Act now with social projects and
internships through the degree so you
can start making change while studying.

Courses

Course can include:

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

The Humanitarian pathway focuses
on learning about and responding to
inequalities and how they affect people in
relation to their sexuality, gender, ethnicity,
education, and (dis-)ability.

• Medieval Europe

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

Courses can include:

• Revolutions and Revolutionaries

• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

• Identity and discrimination

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

• International relations

• Modern World History
• Māori and Indigenous Development.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
A study in history teaches you a range of
skills that lead to careers involving analysis,
communication, creative thinking, research,
and more.
Some career pathways could include:
• Media and communications
• Curatorship
• Political relations, foreign affairs, policy

• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science

• Aotearoa human services
• Culture, society, and ethics.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Humanitarian Work
If you are passionate about taking action to
protect life and health, and ensure respect for
others, then this pathway is perfect for you.
Studying Humanitarian work at UC will give
you the skills to better the lives of others.

• Iwi engagement and development.

What will my study involve?

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Learn about important social issues, such
as poor education and poverty, and gain
the leadership skills to change things.
• Be part of UC’s student community
that has gained worldwide reputation

Career opportunities
Coordinating change needs skills in
leadership, management, and engagement,
and your experiences from this degree will
prepare you well to act on these. Having
compassion for others is an ideal trait for
any career working with people.
Some career pathways could include:
• Disaster response
• Social welfare
• Non-governmental organisations
• Community representation.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

canterbury.ac.nz
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Study Humanitarian Work:
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
• Certificate of Youth and
Community Leadership

Human Services
Human Services is all about working with
people to create a healthy life for the
community and make positive impacts in the
world. Human Services is one of the fastest
growing employment fields in the world
as it is incorporated in so many professions
including education, law enforcement, health,
and more.

What will my study involve?
• Five different pathways within Human
Services, including healthy lifestyles,
crime and deviance, local and global
communities, workplaces, and youth.
• Opportunities to practice your research
skills and investigate topics from an
angle that interests you.
• This subject can be studied alongside
many different degrees to strengthen
your human service and social awareness
in your studies.

Courses
First-year courses will introduce you to the
fundamental issues society faces, with
further study made up of courses that you
are specifically interested in from themes
such as culture, health, and organisational
spaces.
Courses can include:
• Violence In Society
• Youth Realities
• Human Behaviour and Human Systems
• Gender, Crime and Social Theory.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
The skills gained from Human Services will
suit any industry that involves compassion
for and working with people, such as
education, health, social support, policy,
and law enforcement.
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Some career pathways could include:

What will my study involve?

• Youth and community development

• Learn about Māori and Pasifika
relationships with natural resources, and
current issues in Aotearoa politics.

• Law enforcement
• Corrections and probation
• Health.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Human Services:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce

• Engage with local communities and iwi
through field studies and an internship.
• Customisable major so you can follow
your interests, such as activism, policy,
natural resource management, business,
economics, and health.
• Develop collaboration and
leadership values, including for
example respect and understanding
of manaakitanga (hospitality) and
whakawhānaungatanga (connections).

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

Courses

• Bachelor of Science

This major will introduce you to a variety
of sustainability concepts, and includes
unique Indigenous knowledge, Aotearoa
history, and cultural and political science.

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate of Arts

Indigenous
Knowledge and
Sustainable
Partnerships
Making a difference in our global
sustainability will need the lived
experiences of all cultures, building on the
diversity of our world views and histories.
Our efforts continue to recognise, engage
with, and respect Indigenous and local
knowledge as critical to effective problemsolving.
This major is for those who want to learn
how to engage respectfully and effectively
with mana whenua and other Indigenous
communities to advance the aspirations
of local communities and the goals of
sustainability and wellbeing for all.
Be the next generation of kaitiaki and help
others to grow.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Courses can include:
• Cultural activism
• Māori and Indigenous development
• Aotearoa politics and policy
• Environmental science and
resource management.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Many industries seek out graduates with
leadership skills and cultural awareness.
This major will teach you how to build
relationships and help communities,
regions, and businesses transform their
cultural values and sustainable practices.
Some career pathways could include:
• Government sectors
• Advisory and project consultancy
• Management
• Communications and
stakeholder engagement.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Indigenous Knowledge and
Sustainable Partnerships:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

International Affairs
This specialisation combines foreign
language with social sciences to
understand international relations and
political systems. Study in International
Affairs opens up your experiences beyond
Aotearoa while also examining our
bicultural society.

What will my study involve?
• A combination of language, political, and
cultural studies.
• A choice in courses based on your
individual and industry interests –
history, politics, Māori culture, media and
communications, and more.
• Opportunity to participate in a range
of exchanges with UC’s international
exchange partners.

Courses
Courses of your choice in this specialisation
are designed to give you a range of
experiences, to develop knowledge of local
and global industries.
In your first and second year, you will be
required to complete language courses,
with the opportunity to advance your skills
in your final year.

Courses can include:
• Domestic and international history
• Identity and ethnicity

Journalism

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

‘What’s cool about journalism is that
it’s essentially a license to ask
questions, meet different people, and
explore new places.’

Career opportunities

Katie
Graduate Diploma in Journalism

• Foreign policy
• Political uprisings.

This degree will build and develop
career pathways in foreign affairs and
international relations in government
and non-government organisations. Skills
such as multicultural awareness and
communication will make you employable
in Aotearoa and overseas.
Some career pathways could include:
• Media and communications
• Diplomatic and international relations
• Public sector
• Foreign policy.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study International Affairs:
As a Specialisation:
• Bachelor of Arts

Journalism is more than reporting on
current events – it is the research and
analysis of ethical issues, audience needs,
technology, and more – all produced in a
fast-moving digital space. Journalism is
essential to our everyday lives, and this
degree will allow you to enter in this critical
work force with the skills learned here
at UC.

What will my study involve?
• A strong emphasis on practical learning
with content creation for various
different media platforms and outlets.
• Opportunity to complete internships
in your final year of studies with local
newsrooms, print media, and other
media industries.
• Flexibility to include various other
subjects alongside your journalism
studies depending on your
personal interests.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Courses
Courses are designed to give you a range
of experiences and practice in all aspects
of Journalism including research, writing,
interviewing, and analysis while applying
them to various digital outlets.
Journalism-specific courses begin in
your second year after completing broad
communications courses in your first year.
Courses can include:
• Digital Media Production
• Risk and Crisis Communication
• Media Law for Journalists
• News Production.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Take courses from a wide variety of
subjects to customise your study,
including psychology, social media,
anthropology, and other languages.

Courses
Throughout your study you will explore
neuropsychology, language learning, cultural
development, and communication
of language.
Courses can include:
• Accents, local sayings, and other
language diversity
• Lab experiments and psychological testing
• Brain development over the lifespan
• Communication devices.

Career opportunities

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

The Journalism major can lead to a range
of different careers due to the skills
that you learn during your studies, with
opportunities abroad because of the fastgrowing need for online media.

Career opportunities

• Public relations

This specialisation will be of value to
anyone wishing to continue on to areas
such as language research or teaching,
youth development, communication skills
training, or development of new
language technologies.

• Journalism

Some career pathways could include:

• Social media and digital marketing

• Language technology development

• Producing.

• Policy development

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Data analysis

Some career pathways could include:

• Teaching.

Study Journalism:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Communication

Language, Brain
and Behaviour
This secialisation is for those who are
interested in psychology and language,
and develops your understanding of how
these shape our behaviour, identity, culture,
and wellbeing.

What will my study involve?
• Hands-on testing in the lab to explore
how the brain works, using modern
computer labs designed for experiments
in human performance, human-robot
interactions, language cognition, social
behaviour, and more.
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Study Language, Brain and Behaviour
As a Specialisation
• Bachelor of Arts

Linguistics
‘Linguistics will cause you to look at
your language and appreciate it to new
levels, and it will also enable you to
learn how to understand and make
sense of foreign languages without
having ever studied them previously.’
Rachel
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology,
Linguistics, and Japanese

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Linguistics is the analysis of languages
— from structure and how and why
languages change, to the way we learn
language and our unique way of speaking.
By understanding how language is a
part of everything we do, you can better
understand how communication shapes
our identity, relationships, and way of life.

What will my study involve?
• Opportunity to learn from research
conducted here at UC.
• UC offers many language studies to
complement Linguistics, such as te reo
Māori, Chinese, Russian, and Japanese.
• Study a minor in Linguistics within a
range of bachelor’s degrees so you can
add communication skills and knowledge
to other subjects.

Courses
In the first year, you will learn the basics of
English language and Aotearoa New Zealand
society, before going on to more advanced
analysis and research of language meaning
and psychology. You will also complete at
least one course from a language other than
English within your study.
Courses include:
• The English Language
• Language and Society In New Zealand
and Beyond
• Phonetics
• Grammatical Structure.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Because linguistics is a scientific field
of study and involves other areas like
history and culture, you gain an in-depth
understanding of language, how the brain
works, and the use of language in our
world. You learn skills like analysis, research,
innovative thinking, problem-solving, crosscultural skills, communication, and more.
Some career pathways could include:
• Translation and interpreting
• Marketing
• Proofreading and editing
• Language teaching.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Linguistics
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Science
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts
• Certificate in Science

Māori and
Indigenous Studies
‘I have learnt about society, culture,
professionalism, and gained insight
into how these will work together to
prepare me for the workforce.’
Jessica
Bachelor of Arts in Human Services with
a minor in Māori and Indigenous Studies,
Graduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning
(Primary)
Māori and Indigenous Studies is a
broad subject that explores the culture,
knowledge, and philosophies of Māori and
Indigenous peoples, and their economic,
political, and social experiences.
These studies are increasingly seen as
central to biculturalism in Aotearoa as well
as in our global multicultural society.

What will my study involve?
• Study a range of historical and
contemporary issues that Indigenous
people face, such as their relationship to
science and politics, public services, and
material culture.
• Aotahi: School of Māori and Indigenous
Studies operates as a whānau on campus
to help you explore your heritage and
identity as an Aotearoa New Zealander.
• Take this subject as a minor in a wide
range of bachelor’s degrees so you can
combine your skills and knowledge from
other subjects with mātauranga Māori.

Courses
Courses in this subject are open to
everyone, even if you have not experienced
Māori culture before. Topics will explore
everything from cultural practice, colonial
history, racism, and inequality, through to
world impact from media, sport, and music.
Courses can include:
• Māori thought, Beliefs and Practices
• Aotearoa:
Introduction to New Zealand Society
• Tuakiri: Culture and Identity
• Science, Māori and Indigenous
Knowledge.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Learning perspectives and history from
Indigenous peoples is considered an
important and rewarding skill to have,
and is often looked for in employees,
particularly in countries like Aotearoa and
USA, as they have a strong Indigenous
presence.
Careers are opening in iwi and other Māori
organisations, public health, research,
teaching, government organisations, and
the wider community.
Some career pathways could include:
• Policy analysis and advisory
• Community development
• Curator and collection management
• Training and professional development.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Māori and Indigenous Studies
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Media and
Communication
‘The courses in Media and
Communication explore many
different areas of media (such as mass
media, journalism, new media, and
advertisement).’
Kairi
Bachelor of Arts in Media and
Communication with a minor in
Cinema Studies
Communication shapes the world we
live in – whether by media professionals,
large organisations, or individuals. By
studying Media and Communication, you
will learn how to analyse and produce
communications and media, and how other
people understand it within their own
social worlds.

What will my study involve?
• Explore how media builds community,
reinforces norms or drives social change,
and how consumption of media affects
culture, politics, and behaviour.
• Individual and group projects on multiple
platforms – digital, television, podcasts,
and more.
• Create relationships with professional
media guest speakers from industry and
benefit from presentations and seminars
from guest lecturers from around the world.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Courses
In your first year, you will learn the basics
of media and our society, including new
forms of communication such as the digital
and social media space. Further study can
include practical internships in
various industries.
Courses can include:
• Media and Society
• Introduction to News and Journalism
• Introduction to Strategic Communication
• Social Media.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Media and Communication prepares you
for a career in a communication industry or
any profession that values communication
with people and clients, from the news
media to marketing to government.
Some career pathways could include:
• Communications and public relations
• Social media and digital marketing
• Web and app design
• Journalism.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Media and Communication
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce

Pacific Studies
There are many unique cultures that
make up the Pacific region – a community
of explorers with strong traditions and
identity. You will navigate through the
history of the Pacific Ocean, and beyond
into modern day issues of politics, climate
change, and economic relations
between the islands, Aotearoa, and the
Asia-Pacific region.

What will my study involve?
• Learn about the history of the
Pacific, the unique cultures that make
up the region, and the politics of its
surrounding nations.
• Examine Pasifika artefacts with UC’s Te
Puna Rakahau o Macmillan Brown
Macmillan Brown Library, containing
original works dating from the 18th
century including art, literature, and
photographs.

Courses
These courses introduce you to all aspects
of Pasifika culture, from navigating
the Pacific through to relations with
neighbouring nations and foreign policies.
Courses can include:
• Polynesian migration, myth, and culture
• Colonisation
• Pacific identity throughout history
• Politics within the Asia-Pacific.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

Career opportunities

• Bachelor of Science

The Pacific region is continuing to grow
its international participation and cultural
influence, in a time known as ‘the century
of the Pacific’. Aotearoa has strengthening
connections with the Pacific islands and
our political and multicultural identity is
also changing as a result, so there are many
different careers this study can lead you to.

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts
• Bachelor of Communication

Some career pathways could include:
• Community development
• International relations
• Archive curation and conservation
• Education.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects
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Study Pacific Studies
Cannot be studied as a major or minor,
but you can take these courses as part
of any degree.

Philosophy
‘I’ve found the writing style you learn
in Philosophy suits policy well.’
Matthew
Bachelor of Science in Philosophy and
Statistics, Bachelor of Arts in Economics
Philosophy teaches you how to think
rationally and carefully about complex
questions such as: are killer drones
immoral? What about genetic
engineering? Should rich countries give
substantially more in overseas aid? Is time
travel possible?
These skills are of real value in the
workplace and help in other study areas by
encouraging you to look at a problem from
all angles and find out-of-the-box solutions.

What will my study involve?
• You can choose to specialise in areas such
as ethics, bioethics, philosophy of science
and technology, cognitive science and
the mind, artificial intelligence, language,
and more.
• There are specialised courses on
famous figures such as Plato, Descartes,
Wittgenstein, and Turing.
• Choose to add an internship to your
study, gain work experience, meet
potential employers, and build your CV.

Courses
First-year courses cover a broad range of
topics to get you thinking critically about
the world we live in.
Courses can include:
• Science: Good, Bad, and Bogus
• Philosophy and Human Nature
• Ethics Today
• God, Mind, and Freedom.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities

What will my study involve?

The intellectual skills that Philosophy
teaches leads to success in many different
careers. Many sectors increasingly require
people who can think independently and
creatively, write clearly, apply logic, solve
abstract problems, and communicate
precisely.

• Pick from a variety of courses and
customise your study, with examples
such as political parties and elections,
environmental policy, humanitarian
intervention, science and technology
policy, and international security and
international relations.

Career pathways can include:

• Complete an internship or practical
project in your final year reflecting your
specific interest topics.

• Environmental advisory
• Video game design
• Research management.

Courses

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Each year of the degree, you will be able
to choose your study focus based on your
interests in politics and justice, ethics and
morality, and economic systems.

Study Philosophy:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Science

Courses can include:
• Global economy
• Humanitarian politics and justice

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

• International trade policies

• Bachelor of Commerce

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

• Black markets and international policing.

Career opportunities
This study provides you with vital skills for
many national and international political
institutions that make decisions about
our world economy, from energy supply to
imported goods to sustainability.

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Some career pathways could include:

• Certificate in Science

• Policy advisory

• Non-profit organisations and charities
• Parliament

Philosophy, Politics
and Economics
If you like to think about the problems
and complexities of society, then consider
this combination of subjects to develop a
multidimensional way of seeing things.
You will learn about political institutions
and economic systems, while exploring
philosophical fundamentals of ethics and
technology, and their impact on individuals
and the wider public.

• City councils.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Philosophy, Politics and
Economics:
As a Specialisation
• Bachelor of Arts

Political
Communication
Political Communication is about how
we gather, analyse, and translate data
on political topics such as international
relations, public health risks, economical
change, and foreign crises, in order to pass
key information along to the public and
other stakeholders.
This major is ideal if you want to be a
direct part of the political process and help
advance social change.

What will my study involve?
• Lead your own industry project or
internship within the community.
• Choose courses that shape your
communications skills and political
knowledge, for example in international
politics and relations, economics,
languages, and more.
• Gain training in ethical media practice,
including engaging communities,
advocacy campaigns, and data analytics.
• Learn from UC’s internationally renowned
experts in political science, especially
in areas such as humanitarian rights
and intervention, EU and European
politics, Chinese politics, and crisis
communications.

Courses
First year will give you a broad introduction
to media and communication. From
second year, your courses will focus on
communicating politics and learning how
media can impact public opinions.
Courses can include:
• Media and politics
• Risk and crisis communication
• Reporting on conflict
• Strategic campaign development.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Skills in communicating complex
information, analysing opinions, and
researching important topics will prepare
you well for roles in government,
non-profit, corporate, and creative
communication industries.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Some career pathways could include:
• Political journalism
• Campaign management
• Data analysis
• Communications.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Political Communication:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Communication

Political Science
and International
Relations

nations), public policy (how we make
choices as communities), and political
thought.
• Work with lecturers that are
internationally recognised for
their academic research and
teaching strengths.

Courses
First year courses cover a wide variety of
topics across Aotearoa and international
politics designed to introduce you to
analysing political systems and societies.
After the first year, you will choose the
direction of your political science studies
with courses on economic and social
development, international relations,
philosophy, and many more.
Courses can include:
• Public policy

Political Science and International Relations
is the study of our communities and
how we make decisions collectively as
governments, why we behave as we do as
citizens, and how we make choices and
changes for the future.

• Aotearoa international relations

What will my study involve?

Career opportunities

• Analyse how social change happens and
how power and resources are allocated,
with issues such as development, human
rights, environment, nationalism, and
foreign policy.

You will gain a versatile set of skills that
can be applied in a wide range of exciting
careers both within politics and in more
diverse areas such as law, business,
education, and journalism.

• Political revolts and uprisings
• Global politics and issues (aid, climate
change, humanitarianism).
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Study topics are grouped into four
broad pathways: international relations,
comparative politics (the study of other
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Some career pathways could include:
• Policy analysis
• Parliamentary office
• Foreign affairs
• Diplomacy.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Political Science and
International Relations:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Professional
and Community
Engagement
Professional and Community Engagement
(PACE) studies involves working on projects,
or in internships, with businesses and
community organisations.
PACE is an ideal complement to your degree
– you gain real workplace experience and
utilise the skills you have learned in classes
to start building your CV while studying
and gaining credit. You will learn to provide
productive outcomes, develop strategies,
and enhance your communication skills,
while increasing your employability in the
process.
It doesn’t matter what degree you are
studying at UC, PACE is open for you to
enrol.

What will my study involve?
• You will be matched with your internship
project based on your studies and your
interests. Past students have completed
over 300 internship projects, from
media strategy development, event
organisation, marketing, fundraising,
health advocacy, environmental advice,
policy analysis, and more.
• With access to Ōtautahi Christchurch
central business district, you are able to
get involved in social media strategies,
public art events, urban transformation
projects, GIS mapping, event
management and more. Nowhere else
in Aotearoa New Zealand would you get
so much exposure to social innovation
and entrepreneurship, the chance to
reshape a city, and create meaningful and
personalised environments that make a
difference to the community you live in.

Courses
From 200-level, you can add a workplace
project or an internship to your studies.
Courses can include:
• Workplace Skills and Corporate Social
Responsibility
• Internships at 200-level onwards.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
PACE students have an edge over other
graduates. You have the chance to take
the skills learned in the classroom and
apply them to a real workplace. Learning
to identify the strengths you bring to the
workplace and understanding how your
degree has prepared you to work with local
and international communities will give
you the confidence you need to enter your
new career.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Professional and Community
Engagement:
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

• Practical lab work where you will be able
to perform various physical assessments.
• UC has a Psychology Clinic where you
can receive training, and has working
relationships with Te Poari Hauora o
Waitaha | Canterbury District Health
Board, and Ara Poutama Aotearoa |
Department of Corrections, offering
opportunities for research and clinical
internships.
• Psychology can be studied in many
bachelor’s degrees, can be customised
to your specific preferences, and
complement your other studies.

Courses

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

Begin your studies with the fundamental
basics of psychology – the science of the
brain and of personality. Later you will learn
more in-depth topics in psychology and
develop your data and analytical skills.

• Bachelor of Science

Courses can include:

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

• Brain biology

• Bachelor of Commerce

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

Psychology
‘Psychology makes you realise how
incredibly complex and intricate
but also how fragile our brains are,
and how much impact one change
can have.’
Cameron
Bachelor of Science, Master of Science
in Psychology
Psychology is the scientific study of
behaviour and associated biological,
cognitive, and social processes in humans
and other animals.

• Social change and learned behaviours
• Neurodiversity
• Forensic and criminal psychology.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Psychology is a rapidly growing industry
as it touches on many aspects of human
life. Studying Psychology at UC will open
up careers in many different fields due to
the unique set of skills you learn. Further
postgraduate study can lead to professional
registration as a clinical psychologist.
Some career pathways could include:
• Police, corrections, and other
public sectors
• District Health Boards
• Public relations and marketing
• Social service agencies.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Studying Psychology will explore how
the brain works, and looks into theories
to gain an understanding of behaviour in
individuals and groups.

What will my study involve?
• Explore a range of psychopathologies
such as anxiety, depression, and
addiction with leading experts and
researchers at UC.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Study Psychology:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science

Courses
Choose from a variety of courses in subjects
that introduce you to sustainability issues
and how to create solutions to these,
whether through official channels, media
awareness, community engagement, or
beyond.

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

Courses can include:

• Bachelor of Commerce

• Policy

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

• International aid

• Bachelor of Science

• Global sustainability campaigns.

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts
• Certificate in Health Sciences
• Certificate in Science
• Diploma in Health Sciences

Social Action,
Community and
Global Development

• Environmental and human health

Career opportunities

Learn how to create campaigns that deal
with problems caused by the ways we
interact with the environment, from the
hunger crisis to global poverty, renewable
energy to pollution, city development to
climate change, and many more.

What will my study involve?
• Develop real social movements and
awareness projects through
an internship.
• Study a wide range of optional courses
from sociology and psychology, politics,
international relations, media, geography,
environmental studies, community
development, and more.
• Customisable major so you can follow your
interests on global or local social issues,
communities, and environmental problems.
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What will my study involve?
• Explore social issues like ethnicity, gender,
sexuality, and class that can lead to
inequalities and inequities in education,
political power, and opportunity.
• Become a leader in social and community
settings to drive social change in local,
national, or international communities.
• Customise your degree with courses in
other subjects so you can prepare to
tackle the social issues you care
about most.

A 2020 study found that 71% of
participating New Zealand sustainability
professionals experienced greater
sustainability resourcing in their
organisation in the previous year.

• Projects and internships during your
degree to get practical experience with
real-world social issues in Aotearoa.

Awareness of global issues, and skills
in project management, leadership,
communication, and critical analysis will
equip you to make real and meaningful
changes to our environmental and human
systems, and empower others.

The courses in this pathway will introduce
you to the powerful effects of community
action, volunteering, policy, and media
awareness towards social issues, and give
you opportunities to learn about Aotearoa
and global-scale movements.

Some career pathways could include:

Course can include:

• Politics

• Aotearoa politics

• Non-profit sector

• Media impact on public opinions, politics,
and history

• Human services
• Humanitarian aid programmes.

Help solve some of the major issues
we are facing globally with studies on
environmental, social, and political change.

Help us towards a better future for
ourselves and our planet by studying Social
Activism at UC.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Social Action, Community
and Global Development:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

Courses

• Social transformation
• Global powers and processes.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Finding solutions, advocating for others, and
actioning change are all unique abilities that
this study will train you to have.
Some career pathways could include:
• Human rights advocacy

Social Activism

• Community engagement
• Political campaigner
• Lobbyist.

Social Activism uses your passions and
experiences to make positive changes for
others. Studying this pathway will teach you
how to recognise inequality and inequity,
to help those who are disadvantaged or
mistreated, and to raise awareness on
issues that need more support at a higher
political level.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Social Activism:
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
• Certificate in Youth and
Community Leadership

Social
Entrepreneurship

• Markets, consumers, and
sustainability practices

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Studying Social Work is a great option to
consider if you are interested in working
in a people-focused career. Professionally
trained people are needed in increasing
numbers to work in the social services,
nationally and internationally.

Career opportunities

What will my study involve?

Alongside business knowledge, an
awareness of social campaigns,
sustainability goals, and ethical values of
consumers and communities will make you
a unique leader in the corporate industry.

• Learn about a wide variety of topics in
Social Work, such as mental health, child
welfare, criminal justice, ageing, violence
and abuse, and gender and sexuality.

• Business management
• Global business ethics.

This pathway is the perfect option if you
wish to make an impact on social needs
through entrepreneurship. You will develop
leadership skills paired with key insights
in marketing, management, and social
entrepreneurship.

What will my study involve?
• Learn leadership skills and how to create
a product, business, service, or campaign
idea that will make positive changes to
our communities.

Some career pathways could include:

• Projects and internships so you can build
your experience creating and actioning
change directly with communities.

• Entrepreneur

• Connect with Te Pokapū Rakahinonga
UC Centre for Entrepreneurship to get
mentoring, resources, and contacts in
creating your business ideas.

Courses
The first year in this pathway introduces you
to building leadership and management
skills, as well as looking at case studies in
Ōtautahi Christchurch of how volunteering
and community-led projects have made
a real difference. There are many course
options to focus your degree towards your
ideal career in social entrepreneurship.
Courses can include:
• Community activism

• Advocacy
• Campaign and event management
• Business consulting.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Social Entrepreneurship:
• Certificate in Youth and
Community Leadership
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

Social Work
Social workers help people to overcome
personal and institutional barriers to
wellbeing and achieve their full potential. They
work with individuals, families, groups, and
organisations in a wide range of contexts.

• Small, interactive classes so you can work
closely with staff and other students.
• Practical learning throughout the degree,
with 80% of your final year in fieldwork
placements within social service agencies
around Aotearoa.
• The BSW(Hons) is recognised by Kahui
Whakamana Tauwhiro | New Zealand
Social Workers Registration Board (SWRB)
and internationally so you can work
overseas.

Courses
The first year of the Social Work degree will
introduce you to Social Work services and
practices in Aotearoa. The later years of the
degree will go into more complex topics
so you can analyse and debate on current
issues within Aotearoa, such as welfare
systems, discrimination, domestic abuse,
and mental health.
Courses can include:
• Social services in Aotearoa
• Social policy

canterbury.ac.nz
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• Realities that current youth face
• Work placements and social work
practice.

suit your interests. The final year also
presents an opportunity to gain real-world
experience through an internship.

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Courses can include:

Career opportunities
The combination of theory and practice
sets you up with the values, knowledge,
and skills needed to work in the social
work profession. You may go on to working
directly with affected people, or on to social
sector policy and make changes within the
overall system.

• Equality vs equity
• Online spaces and homogenised culture
• Poverty and the increasing wealth gap.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Courses can include:

Career opportunities

• Social policies

• Community development work
• Case management.

Some career pathways could include:

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Civil services

• Counselling
• Iwi social work

Courses
Society and Policy courses cover social issues
relating to health, ethics, and the development
and evaluation of public policies.

• Youth and developing identities

Your studies will help you learn how we can
improve equity outcomes by generating
and leading social transformation. This can
lead to a variety of career options working
with and on behalf of others, from human
services to advocacy to politics.

Some career pathways could include:

• Study the Society and Policy minor in a
wide variety of degrees and build your
expertise of health systems in Aotearoa
alongside your other interests.

• Youth work and development

Study Social Work:

• Professional training and education

• Bachelor of Social Work with
Honours

• Non-profit sectors.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Health project and group research
• Aotearoa healthcare systems
• Bioethics.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
This subject prepares you for work in policy
analysis, social science research, humanities,
and the development of public policy. The
health science field is broad and can include
non-clinical roles, government, city councils,
non-governmental organisations, and
directly working with clients.
Some career pathways could include:

Society, Diversity
and Change
Society, Diversity and Change focuses
on the complex issues that form around
community, identity, and social revolutions.
Studying this subject will challenge your
thinking about the world and the people
who live in it, and equip you to create
positive changes.

What will my study involve?
• Understand how issues such as
education, social status, ethnicity, and
gender relate to and affect equity in
society with UC’s research speciality in
services, activism, and youth work.
• Develop actionable skills to improve local
and global movements and challenges of
your choice, with a final-year internship
placing you in the workplace.

Courses
Through the courses in this programme,
you will be able to explore diversity and
equity outcomes that affect you or best
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Study Society, Diversity and
Change:

• Health policy analyst

As a Specialisation
• Bachelor of Arts

• Health promotor

Society and Policy
Society and Policy looks at how health
and wellbeing services are regulated and
managed. By understanding the impact
health policies have on society, you will
gain the skills needed to work in the public
health and social policy sectors and make
meaningful changes to the help people need.

What will my study involve?
• Examine health services and policies in
Aotearoa and find ways to better access,
process, and engage with vulnerable
communities.
• Develop knowledge around important
issues and debates in policy, such as
freedom of choice, euthanasia, chronic
illness and disabilities resources, gender
transition, vaccine mandates, abortion,
and inequality.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Public health advisor
• Health services administrator.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Society and Policy:
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Health Sciences
• Diploma in Health Sciences

Sociology
‘Completing a social science degree
has exposed me to the world and now I
have a craving to explore it further.’
MahMah
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and
Sociology, Bachelor of Arts with Honours in
Anthropology, PhD in Anthropology
Take a look at the modern world and how
it came to be the way it is. Sociologists
investigate the structure of societies,
organisations, groups, and everyday lives.
This subject can cover a range of social
contexts including the intimacy of the
family, criminal gang, activities at a rugby
game or rock festival, through to divisions
of ethnicity, gender, and class.

What will my study involve?
• Take courses that cover subjects as diverse
as crime and justice, religion, health, gender
and sexualities, death, and migration.
• Flexible course options so you can study
a field of Sociology that suits your
specific interests.
• Courses are hands-on and you will
have the opportunity to do meaningful
research, to create and analyse evidence,
and to draw your own conclusions.

Courses
First year Sociology courses are designed to
explore people and society and introduce
you to the process of analysis.
Courses can include:
• History of gangs in New Zealand
• Global society

• Policy analysis
• Social research.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Sociology:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts

• Bachelor of Science

Courses can include:

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

• Risk and Crisis Communication

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Tauwhitinga
Māori: Māori
Communication
Strategy and
Practice

What will my study involve?

The broad skills gained from a Sociology
major such as research, writing, critical
thinking, and communication are all highly
valued by employers. You will be able to
apply your core Sociology learnings to
different aspects of life and work.

• Learn to create public-facing content
representing Māori, from print to
television to social media, and more.

• Human resources
• Marketing, media, and public relations

• Māori film and media
• Strategic Campaign Development
• Māori Futures.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Bicultural practice and expertise are in high
demand in many industries. You will be
particularly good at advising or creating
content for iwi, government, creative,
education, or business communication.
You may even find work internationally
in places where experience in Indigenous
communications and engagement are
especially needed, for example in Australia,
Canada, and the USA.
Some career pathways could include:

Māori communication is very important
for businesses in Aotearoa, as they are
increasingly looking for ways to include
Māori culture and heritage in their media,
advertising, communications, and
everyday practices.

Career opportunities

Some career pathways could include:

Courses

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

• Bachelor of Commerce

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Ethnicity, racism, and history.

• This major can be studied alongside other
courses such as Te Reo Māori, History,
and Geography.

Specific courses for this major begin in the
second year of the degree, where you can
advance your communication skills through
Māori media channels, and explore how
Māori values and traditions can adapt to
media and cultural shifts.

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

This major is ideal for anyone looking
to bring about social change, and help
industries engage strongly with our
bicultural nation.

• Crime and justice

communication strategy and Kaupapa
Māori (values and goals) in
professional workplaces.

• Marketing analysing
• Media content creation
• Public outreach and relations
• Campaign management.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Tauwhitinga Māori:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Communication

• Internship projects during your degree
will place you within iwi businesses,
communication agencies, and other local
UC contacts.
• Specialised knowledge as this is the only
major of its kind in Aotearoa on Māori

canterbury.ac.nz
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Youth and
Community
Leadership
‘The landscape of the world is
changing so quickly and is heading
in a direction where we have to be
adaptable, and the BYCL prepares
you to have this versatility. I am
particularly interested in employment
roles surrounding project
management and community
engagement.’
Ella
Bachelor of Youth and Community
Leadership

• Social justice and globalisation.

Career opportunities

• Practical projects and internships
throughout the degree to place you
directly within the community and to
work alongside youth and their whānau.

Develop skills in leadership,
entrepreneurship, project management,
bicultural competence, collaboration, and
community engagement to get you ready
for a career with youth and community.
What you will learn can be applied to
community leadership worldwide.

Courses

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Some career pathways could include:
• Youth work
• Policy analysis and advisory
• Iwi and Māori development
• Teaching and training.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Youth and Community Leadership explores
national and global challenges that impact
today’s youth and our communities, and
looks at ways to create meaningful change
through leadership.

Study Youth and
Community Leadership:

You can study a range of issues like social
justice, sustainability, policy, equity, and
more. You can also focus on communities
that you want to make a difference in.

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

• Only university degree in Aotearoa that
meets the requirements for professional
membership with Korowai Tupu
Professional Association for Youth Work
in Aotearoa.

This pathway includes select courses that
prepare you as a professional youth worker.
These courses will examine the issues
young people face today — from identity to
sexuality to online spaces — while building
your leadership skills with practical projects
and internships.
Courses can include:
• Leadership strategies
• Youth rights and discrimination
• How children and teenagers develop
• Refugees, minorities, and
Indigenous communities.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Bachelor of Commerce

Career opportunities

What will my study involve?

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

• Work closely with UC’s active student
community who have led efforts in
natural disaster relief, anti-terrorism,
sustainability, and cultural diversity.

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

Supporting and inspiring youth from a
place of knowledge and understanding
leads to many rewarding work roles.

• Connect with community through noho
marae, volunteering with Te Hunga Tuao
Student Volunteer Army, and work with Te
Matapuna Matatahi | Children’s University.
• On completion of the recommended
courses for youth work and development,
you can apply for membership to Korowai
Tupu, the Professional Association for
Youth Work in Aotearoa.

Courses
First-year courses introduce you to your
role in youth and community leadership.
This involves building self-awareness
and engaging with mātauranga Māori
perspectives. You will also learn about
youth work as a professional practice in
Aotearoa.

• Bachelor of Science

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Youth and
Community Leadership

Youth Work
and Development

What will my study involve?

• Group leadership

• Learn about the expectations and
challenges of growing up in today’s
society, and develop leadership skills to
help find their potential.

• Cultural activism
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Some career pathways could include:
• Youth worker
• Community development worker
• Programme coordinator
• Welfare supporter.

The Youth work and development pathway
is the perfect option for you if you want to
make an impact in the lives of youth and
their whānau. Working with young people
is an immensely rewarding career where
you mentor and lead young people to reach
their full potential.

Courses can cover:
• Community engagement

Training in youth work opens up career
possibilities in social and human services,
iwi, and educational spaces connecting
directly with Aotearoa youth, or through
making positive changes at a higher level
to the systems that affect their rights
and wellbeing.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Youth Work
and Development:
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
• Certificate in Youth and
Community Leadership

Qualifications

Bachelor of Arts. BA
Bachelor of Arts – Major/minor pathway example degree structure
Year 1
ARTS 102 or
MAOR 165 or
WRIT 101

ARTS 102 or
MAOR 165 or
WRIT 101

100

100

Level

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2

200

200

Level

Level

200

200

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3

300

300

Level

Level

Compulsory
courses

300

300

Level

Arts major
courses

Level
Arts minor
courses

300

Level

300

Level

Other Arts
courses

200

Level

200

Level

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

‘Learning the art of critical thinking
allows you to see the world differently.’

Subjects
Anthropology

Education

Human Services

Political Science
and International
Relations

Art History and Theory

English

Japanese

Professional
and Community
Engagement

Chinese

English Language

Linguistics

Psychology

• Specialisation pathway.

Cinema Studies

Māori and Indigenous
Studies

Russian

Major and minor pathway

European and
European Union
Studies

Classics

French

Mathematics

Sociology

Cultural Studies

Geography

Media and
Communication

Spanish

Digital Humanities

German

Music

Statistics

Economics

History

Philosophy

Te Reo Māori

Christopher
Bachelor of Arts in Cinema Studies and Art
History and Theory, Bachelor of Arts with
Honours in Cinema Studies

BA with two pathways
At UC, you can get your BA in two ways:
• Major and minor pathway

In your first year, you will complete two
compulsory courses from a choice of
three broad arts skills – academic writing,
debates and presenting evidence, and
bicultural identity.
There are over 30 Arts subjects that you can
major in (see the table to the right), and
many more to minor in – including subjects
from other degrees. You can choose to do
a single major, a double major, or a major
and minor. You can customise your study
even further by doing a double or a conjoint
degree (see page 42) – tailoring your studies
to suit you.
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Bachelor of Arts – Specialisation pathway example degree structure
Year 1
ARTS102 or
MAOR165 or
WRIT101

ARTS102 or
MAOR165 or
WRIT101

100

100

Level

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2

200

Level

200

Level

200

200

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3

300

Level

300

Level

Compulsory
courses

300

300

Level

Specialisation
courses

Level

300

Level

300

Level

200

Level

200

Level

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Specialisation pathway

Highlights

Career ready

Choosing a Specialisation in the BA
provides you with a set programme
of courses centred on a broad theme.
Specialisations are bigger than a typical
major and they include courses from a
range of subjects, so you can look at the
complex problems of today’s society from
different angles.

• Take advantage of courses offering
field trips, real-world case studies,
performances, internships, and
community projects.

• Gain practical experience by adding an
internship in your second or third year
of study.

Specialisations
Creative Industries and Contemporary Practice
Cultural Heritage
Global Societies and Cultures
International Affairs
Language, Brain and Behaviour
Philosophy, Politics and Economics

• You have the option to study a minor
from additional subjects across Arts,
Commerce, Health Sciences, Science,
Sport Coaching, and Youth and
Community Leadership.
• Get involved with some of the many
Arts related student clubs including Arts
Society, JSoc, PolSoc, Classoc, Musoc,and
many more.

• Learn sought after workplace skills such
as writing, critical and creative thinking,
problem-solving, and communication.
• Graduates will be ready to work in media,
politics, conservation, iwi organisations,
tourism, heritage, international relations,
and more.
‘The practical experience shows you
can apply your skills in real-world
contexts.’
Natalija
Bachelor of Arts in English and Political Science
and International Relations with a minor in
Economics, Master of European Union Studies

Society, Diversity and Change

canterbury.ac.nz
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Bachelor of Communication. BC
Bachelor of Communication – example degree structure
Year 1
COMS

COMS

COMS

COMS

COMS

102

101

MGMT

100

104

100

WRIT

101

100

Level

100

Level

Level

200

100 or 200

100 Level

100 Level

Year 2
COMS

207

201

DIGI

204

231

200

200

Level

Level

Level

Level

Year 3

300

COMS

330

Compulsory
courses

300

Level
Communication
major courses

Level
Courses from
BA schedule V

or above

or above

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Students must complete at least 225 points at 200-level or above.
Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information

Highlights

Career ready

In the first year of your degree, you will get
a broad introduction to communication
through courses in writing, journalism,
media, and management.

• Opportunities to use your skills in
practical ways, including working with
local organisations, and with a variety of
communication technologies including
digital, audio and visual, and social
media platforms.

• Get workplace experience through
internships, industry projects, or
community campaigns within
local businesses.

From second year, you will also begin
courses towards your chosen major.
Majors

Communication Strategy and Practice
Journalism
Political Communication
Tauwhitinga Māori: Māori
Communication Startegy and Practice

• Placements in local newsrooms as part of
the Journalism major.

• Gain applied knowledge in new and
emerging media, collection and usage
of data, media ethical practice, critical
thinking, and analysis skills.

• Tauwhitinga Māori is the only Māori
communications major on offer in
Aotearoa.

• Develop your skills and confidence to
represent our bicultural nation through
our media.

• With links to international partners in
journalism and media studies, we offer
guest lectures from global experts
each semester.

• Graduates will be ready to work as
journalists, social media managers,
marketers, crisis communication
advisors, event managers, editors,
and more.
‘I’d like to pursue a career in
journalism, and eventually use my
skills to help fight misinformation in
the media.’
Anisha
Bachelor of Communication in Journalism,
Bachelor of Laws
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Bachelor of Commerce. BCom
Bachelor of Commerce – example degree structure
Year 1
ACCT

INFO

ECON

102

123

104

MGMT

100

STAT

100

101

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2

200

200

BSNS

2011

Level

Level

200

200

Level

100

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

Year 3
BSNS

299

300

Level

Zero-points,
zero-fees courses

300

Level

300

Level

Compulsory
courses

300

Level
Other Commerce
courses

200

200

Level

Level

300

Level

300

Level

Courses from Commerce
or other degrees

1 Or an alternative course as approved by the Dean of Business.

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Majors

Accounting
Business Analytics
Business and Sustainability
Economics
Entrepreneurship
Finance
Human Resource Management
Information Systems
International Business
Innovation
Management
Marketing
Operations and Supply Chain
Management

Highlights

Career ready

• Competitions and inter-university
business challenges develop your
entrepreneurial, project management,
and teamwork skills.

• Get hands-on experience through
industry internships, international
exchanges, and overseas study tours.

• You have the option to study a minor
from subjects across Commerce, Arts,
Health Sciences, Science, Sport Coaching,
and Youth and Community Leadership.
• Te Kura Umanga | UC Business
School is accredited by international
associations EQUIS and AACSB, giving
you a competitive and industry-relevant
qualification for business professions.
• UC’s Trading Room gives you a real-world
trading environment with a live market
and stock data feed, and simulation tools
for trading.

• Gain problem-solving, communication,
and management skills needed
to succeed in a global business
environment.
• Network with UC’s industry contacts
and get support in launching your own
business ideas.
• Graduates are working as accountants,
software developers, consultants,
marketers, entrepreneurs, and more.
‘Study gave me those fundamental
skills that prepare you for the business
world.’
Michaela
Bachelor of Commerce in International Business,
Strategy and Entreprenuership

Strategy and Entrepreneurship
Taxation
Taxation and Accounting
Tourism Marketing and Management

canterbury.ac.nz
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Bachelor of Health Sciences.
BHSc
Bachelor of Health Sciences – example degree structure
Year 1
HLTH

HLTH

HLTH

106

101

110

BIOL

116

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2
HLTH

HLTH

201

202

MAOR270

or MAOR212

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3

300

HLTH

301

Level
Major
courses

Compulsory
courses

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

200

Level

200

Level

Courses from Health Sciences
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Subjects
Health Education
Māori and Indigenous Health
Physical Activity
Psychology
Public Heath
Society and Policy

In the first year of your study you will
gain a strong foundation in health
studies through introductory courses in
health, human biology, epidemiology, and
Māori health.
Subjects
HLTH101

Introduction to Health Studies

HLTH106

Te Wero – Māori Health Issues and
Opportunities

HLTH110

Epidemiology

BIOL116

Human Biology

From second year you will delve deeper into
your chosen major and continue to learn
about health care promotion, health policy,
and population health in Aotearoa.
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Highlights

Career ready

• Cover topics such as mental health and
wellbeing, sexual health promotion,
environmental health, communicable
and non-communicable diseases, and
community health.

• Opportunity to do an internship in a
health-related industry.

• Smaller classes mean academic staff can
work closely with you to help achieve
your goals.
• Option to study a minor from subjects
across Arts, Commerce, Health Sciences,
Science, Sport Coaching, and Youth and
Community Leadership.
• Successful completion of the Public
Health major means you meet the
generic public health competencies and
the health promotion competencies
endorsed by Runanga Whakapiki Ake i te
Hauora o Aotearoa | Health Promotion
Forum of New Zealand.

NOTE: The recent government mandate regarding
vaccination of workers in the education and health and
disability sectors means that you will not be able to
complete research or practice-oriented courses in the Health
Sciences degree if you are not fully vaccinated. For these
courses you will be required to be vaccinated in line with the
NZ Government regulations, and supply evidence of your
vaccination status.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Learn the necessary skills to improve
health and wellbeing through disease
prevention, health promotion, and health
service planning, delivery, and evaluation.
• Graduates work in healthcare
organisations, in local and central
government, aged residential care,
schools, district health boards, Māori
health providers, and more.
‘I had a desire to help individuals help
themselves, by providing knowledge
and teaching skills so people can make
their own information-based decisions
about their health.’
Megan
Bachelor of Health Sciences in Health Education
and Public Health

Bachelor of Science. BSc
Bachelor of Science – example degree structure
Year 1
SCIE

101

100

100

Level

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

100

Level

100

Level

Level

200

100 or 200

Year 2

200

Level

200

200

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

Level

Level

Year 3

300

Level

300

300

Level

Compulsory
course

Level
Science major
courses1

300

Level
Other Science
courses

300

Level

300

Level

200 or 300 200 or 300
Level

Level

Courses from Science
or other degrees

1 Students should allow for more than one potential major subject. Students should check the 100-level requirements for their potential

majors as some majors require more than two 100-level courses or enrolment in a complementary subject such as Mathematics.
Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Majors

Astronomy
Biochemistry
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Computer Science
Economics
Environmental Science
Finance
Financial Engineering
Geography
Geology
Linguistics
Mathematics
Medicinal Chemistry
Philosophy

Highlights

Career ready

• Learn from a wide network of field
stations reaching from Antarctica to
Nigeria and throughout Aotearoa.

• You’ll get hands-on practical and clinical
learning experiences, from the lab to the
field.

• ‘Do science’ right from the first semester
of your first year. We have access to
the most field stations of any Aotearoa
university and offer a range of hands-on
practical experiences, research projects,
and lab and field work.

• Gain project management, critical
thinking, and research skills alongside
practical knowledge of your chosen major
in Science.

• Global study experiences, including
exchanges to partner universities.
• You can choose to take a minor in
Science, or from additional subjects in
Arts, Commerce, Health Science, Sport
Coaching, or Youth and Community
Leadership.

• A BSc sets you up to pursue a wide
range of careers all over the world —
from marine biologist to aerospace
engineer, and much more. It can open
doors to many other careers, including
business, politics, medicine, finance, and
engineering. With a BSc, anything
is possible.
‘It has taught me to think a lot more
scientifically, learning to distinguish
what needs to be questioned further,
to objectively identify problems, and
come up with solutions.’
Joel
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, Master of
Science in Chemistry

Physics
Psychology
Statistics

canterbury.ac.nz
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Bachelor of Social and Environmental
Sustainability. BSEnS
Bachelor of Social and Environmental Sustainability – example degree structure
Year 1
SENS

ENVR

101

MAOR

101

WRIT

108

101

ARTS 102 or
STAT 101

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2
SENS

200

200

200

201

Level

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3
SENS

301

Compulsory
courses

300

PACE

295 or 395
Major
courses

Level

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

200

Level

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
For specific course requirements, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Majors
Environmental Policy, Governance and
Social Justice
Indigenous Knowledge and
Sustainable Partnerships
Social Action, Community and
Global Development
Sustainable Business, Enterprise
and Economics

Highlights

Career opportunities

• The only undergrad degree in
Aotearoa that focuses on all areas of
sustainability – from social to economic
to environmental.

• A 2020 report showed that job
satisfaction in sustainability
professionals is much higher than other
New Zealand professionals.

• Courses come from a variety of different
subjects – including Environmental
Science, Policy, and Marketing – so you
can get a full view of the global issues
that you are passionate about and learn
how you can achieve behaviour change
and social action.

• Complete a final-year internship
supporting our local industry in
sustainability.

• Option to study a minor from subjects
across Arts, Commerce, Health Sciences,
Science, Sport Coaching, and Youth and
Community Leadership.
• Use UC’s local and global contacts
with entrepreneurs, environmental
scientists, tangata whenua, and other
change makers.
• Final year internship with a local
business so you can get real experience
making a difference.

• Knowing how to identify, critique, and
actually make these necessary changes
will make you hugely beneficial to our
collective goal to make the world a
better place.
• Graduates will find work as consultants,
policy analysts, aid and advocacy
workers, environmental advisors,
economists, business managers,
entrepreneurs, and more.
‘I think it’s important to understand
your position as a global citizen.
We’re all so interconnected now.’
Nic
Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts in Human
Services with a minor in Sociology
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Bachelor of Social Work with
Honours. BSW(Hons)
Bachelor of Social Work with Honours – example degree structure
Year 1
SOWK

101

100

SOWK

HSRV

103

108 or 165

Level

Level

SOWK

SOWK

SOWK

SOWK

HSRV

MAOR

SOWK

SOWK

102

104

MAOR

100

100

SOWK

Level

Year 2
SOWK

202

203

205

206

204

212

200

212

Level1

Year 3
SOWK

301

303

304

SOWK

SOWK

308

340

Year 4
SOWK

490

Compulsory courses

SOWK

SOWK

492

491

Courses chosen from ANTH, CRJU, EDUC,
MAOR, POLS, PSYC, SOCI, TREO, or WRIT 101

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

1 Choose from CULT202, HIST243, HSRV208, HSRV210, MAOR270, MAOR285, COMS207, POLS206, POLS212, or SOCI218.

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information

Highlights

Career ready

In the first year of your degree, you will
study five compulsory courses that give
you an introduction to social services in
Aotearoa, and cover some of the issues that
impact and shape our society.

• Follow your interests in topics such as
mental health, child welfare, criminal
justice, ageing, violence and abuse, and
gender and sexuality.

• Gain practical experience through the
two fieldwork placements in the fourth
year of your degree.

In your second year, you will explore
communication in the human services,
human behaviour and development, social
policy, diversity, and culture, and Māori and
Indigenous development. Entry into the
second year and beyond requires a
special application.

• In fourth year, 75% of your study is made
up of fieldwork placements in social
service agencies.
• Small class sizes allow you to work
closely with staff and other students.
• This degree sets you up to work in the
social work field in Aotearoa or overseas,
particularly in the UK and Australia where
there is a Mutual Recognition Agreement
between the NZSWRB and the Australian
Association of Social Workers.

• The combination of theory and practice
sets you up with the values, knowledge,
and skills needed to work in the social
work profession.
• Graduates are working as community
development workers, counsellors, social
workers, youth workers, policy analysts,
educators, and more.
‘Studying Social Work has given me
the opportunity to view the world
from an open and more understanding
lens.’
Tyler (Ngāi Tahu)
Bachelor of Social Work with Honours

NOTE: The recent government mandate regarding
vaccination of workers in the education and health and
disability sectors means that social work students will
need to be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 in order to enter
the second year of the degree and complete the practical or
clinical requirements for their programme.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership. BYCL
Bachelor of Youth and Community Leadership– example degree structure
Year 1
YACL

CHCH

EDUC101 or
EDUC102 or
POLS103

Level

EDUC

CULT202 or
EDUC204 or
INOV290

Level

YACL

YACL

101

101

100

100

Level

100

Level

100

100

Level

Level

200

100 or 200

Year 2
YACL

206

201

200

200

Level

200

Level

Level

Level

Year 3
EDUC302 or
EDUC339
Compulsory
courses

301

Elective
courses

302

300

Level

300

Level

200 or 300 200 or 300
Level

Level

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information

Highlights

Careers ready

In the first year of your degree you will take
introductory courses on leadership skills,
understanding communities, identifying
areas in need of change, and creating
group projects.

• Flexible degree that allows you to choose
courses and study the issues that matter
most to you.

• Practical experience through work with
UC community organisations.

From second year, you will explore
team leadership and training, potential
boundaries for change, cultural and political
influences, and build your research and
management skills.
Courses
Introduction to Youth Leadership:
Leading the Self

YACL101
CHCH101

Strengthening Communities
through Social Innovation

EDUC101

Spark! How & What People Learn

EDUC102

Child and Adolescent
Development

POLS103

Introduction to New Zealand
Politics and Policy
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• Connect with UC’s community
through noho marae, volunteering with
Te Hunga Tūao | Student Volunteer Army,
and work with Te Mātāpuna Mātātahi
Children’s University.

• Develop skills in leadership,
communication, project management,
stakeholder engagement, research, and
solution-based thinking to help create
real results.

• You have the option to add a minor from
subjects across Arts, Commerce, Health
Sciences, Science, and Sport Coaching.

• Graduates will be ready to work as leaders
of their area of interest, including politics,
teaching, iwi development, community
services, charities, marketing, and more.

• On completion of the recommended
courses for youth work and development
you can apply for membership to Korowai
Tupu, the professional Association for
Youth Workers in Aotearoa.

‘One of the greatest things with the
BYCL is that you are developing so
many transferable skills.’

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Ella
Bachelor of Youth and Community Leadership

How do majors and
minors work?

Some degrees require you
to have a major subject,
and some allow for a
minor too.
Majors
A major is a particular subject within your
degree that you have specialised in. It
makes up about a third your degree and at
least half of your final year. You will study
this subject all the way to the final year of
your degree. Not all degrees have majors
but most of the general degrees at UC do
— such as the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of
Commerce, and Bachelor of Science.
An example of a major would be if you
studied the Bachelor of Arts with a major
in Psychology.

Minor

Minor in Engineering

When compared to the major, a minor is
another subject that you have included
in your degree, but not to the same
extent as the major. It can be a subject
that complements your major, or can be
a subject from another general degree
entirely. Here is an example:

In the Bachelor of Engineering with
Honours (BE(Hons)), there are some
engineering disciplines that allow you
to further enhance your knowledge by
including a specific engineering minor.
For example, students doing Mechanical
Engineering and who have an interest
in designing and creating medical and
healthcare technology might decide to
include a Biomedical Engineering minor.

A student studying the Bachelor of
Commerce might want to primarily focus
on Management (their “major”) but also
has an interest in French (their “minor”).

Double major
A double major is where students choose
to specialise in two subjects from the one
degree. You can often complete these in the
same time as a single major without any
extra workload.
A student doing a Bachelor of Science,
who started with a Geology major and
Geography minor could decide after their
first year that they are just as interested
in both subjects, taking their Geography
further in their degree and turn it from a
minor into another major.

The minors in the BE(Hons) are specific to
their respective engineering disciplines.

More information
If you have any questions, please contact
the Liaison Office for degree planning
advice. They can help show you how the
degrees are structured, and how majors and
minors might work for you depending on
what subjects you’re interested in studying.
You can read the subjects starting on
page 8 or visit the degree to see the
subjects available as majors and minors at
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

It is important to note that the second
major must come from the same degree
and not from another degree.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Double and conjoint degrees

If you are really keen, you can combine
bachelor’s degrees. There are two ways of
doing this – double degrees and conjoint
degrees. Both require extra work and you
should talk to a Liaison Officer/Future
Student Advisor before starting either.

The table below compares the two ways of studying:

Entrance requirements University Entrance (UE)

UE and at least Level 3
endorsed in Merit

Sometimes there are quicker, cheaper and
higher-level options that can be gained
rather than doing a double or conjoint
degree. Talk to a Liaison Officer/Future
Student Advisor about these.

Academic requirement Standard academic progression
to continue each year expectations apply
of degree

Must maintain a grade average of
least a B

Workload per year

Standard (120-points)
Approximately eight (15-point)
courses per year

Some bachelor’s degrees can be studied
together. This allows you to really specialise
your study, opening up a wider range of
career options.

Increased (135-points)
Approximately nine (15-point)
courses per year
Students must take at least one
course from each qualification
each year.

Graduate

You can complete either both at
the same time or one after the
other

Both degrees must be completed
before you can graduate

Conjoint degrees

Minimum timeframe

5–6 years (depending on degrees)

4 years

Majors/minors

Maximum of one major in each
As required/permitted for each
degree. Multiple majors (eg, double degree. Minors may be possible;
and a minor is required for the BA
major in a single degree) and
minors are possible

Number of
qualifications gained

Two – you gain both degrees

Double degree

Double degrees

Conjoint degrees combine two bachelor’s
degrees into one degree. Unlike double
degrees, these must be completed at the
same time, and involve a much higher
workload each year. There are currently five
conjoint degrees that we offer:
• Conjoint BA/BCom
• Conjoint BA/BSc
• Conjoint BCom/BSc
• Conjoint BProdDesign/BCom
• Conjoint BProdDesign/BSc.
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Conjoint

One – a conjoint combines the
courses into just one degree

Certificates and diplomas
Certificate in Arts
Study information
Certificate in Arts – example degree structure
Year 1
100 or 200 100 or 200 100 or 200 100 or 200
Level

Level

Level

Level Level

Level

Arts subject (eg, Anthropology)
Each block represents a 15-point course.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible.
For full course requirements, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

The Certificate in Arts is an option of study
if you are unsure if university is for you.
It gives you a taste of what a university
degree could involve. It is also a great
way to gain knowledge in a subject that
interests you without taking a full 3-year
bachelor’s degree.
Subjects

Highlights

Anthropology

Human Services

Art History and
Theory

Japanese

Chinese

Linguistics

Cinema Studies

Māori and Indigenous
Studies

Classics

Mathematics

Cultural Studies

Media and
Communication

Digital Humanities

Music

Economics

Philosophy

Education

Political Science and
International Relations

English

Psychology

English Language

Russian

European and European
Union Studies

Sociology

• Study from a range of subjects which
offer field trips, real-world case studies,
projects and more.
• Study four standard courses of your
choice at 100 and/or 200-level in no more
than two subjects.
• This Certificate can be studied full-time
in 6 months or part-time for up to 5 years.
• Can be used as a stepping stone to
the Bachelor of Arts with the ability to
transfer your credits to that degree.

Certificate in Youth and
Community Leadership
Study Information
Certificate in Youth and Community
Leadership – example degree structure
Level
Year 1
YACL

101

CHCH

101

EDUC

101

YACL

201

Compulsory courses

French

Spanish

Geography

Statistics

German

Te Reo Māori

Each block represents a 15-point course.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations
are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

If you have an interest in developing
your leadership skills, exploring global
issues, and are passionate about resolving
them, then the Certificate in Youth and
Community Leadership is for you. This
programme is a great option for working
professionals already in leadership
positions, or those who don’t want to
complete the full bachelor’s degree.

Highlights
• Learn about leadership of self,
leading others, through exploration
and experience of a wide range of
contemporary leadership theories
including in the unique culture of
Aotearoa New Zealand.
• Carry out group projects in the local
community with the skills you have
developed throughout your studies.
• Build on UC’s expertise and reputation to
humanitarian work and social activism.
• This certificate can be completed in
12 months full-time, or up to 3 years
part-time on campus, or via distance.

History

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

canterbury.ac.nz
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More to learn
2023

2023

2023

2023

Arts,
Humanities
and Social
Sciences

Business
Umanga

Computer and
Information
Systems

Creative
Arts
Toi Auaha

Bachelor of:
Arts

Rorohiko
me te Pūnaha
Pārongo

Communication

Bachelor of:

Commerce

Arts

Health Sciences

Commerce

Bachelor of:

Bachelor of:

Social and Environmental Sustainability

Communication

Data Science

Arts

Science

Data Science

Engineering with Honours

Fine Arts

Social Work with Honours

Social and Environmental Sustainability

Product Design

Music

Youth and Community Leadership

Science

Science

Product Design

2023

2023

2023

2023

Education
and Teaching

Engineering
and Product
Design

Health, Sport
and Wellbeing

Language and
Culture

Hauora,
Hākinakina
me te Oranga

Mātai Reo
me te Ahurea

Mātauranga
me te Ako

Pūhanga me te
Hanga Otinga

Bachelor of:
Arts
Engineering with Honours

Bachelor of Arts

Health Sciences

Ako: Bachelor of Teaching and Learning
Graduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning

Science

Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning

Bachelor of:

Social Work with Honours

Master of Teaching and Learning
(Primary Education or Secondary Education)

Engineering with Honours

Speech and Language Pathology with Honours

Product Design

Sport Coaching

2023

2023

Law and
Criminal
Justice

Sciences
and the
Environment

Ture me te
Muru Taihara

Pūtaiao
me te Taiao
Bachelor of:
Arts
Data Science
Environmental Science with Honours
Engineering with Honours
Forestry Science

Bachelor of:

Health Sciences

Law

Science

Criminal Justice

Social and Environmental Sustainability
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Bachelor of:
Arts
Communication
Social and Environmental Sustainability
Speech and Language Pathology
with Honours

Next Steps

Get support

We want you have the
best possible education
experience. From the
moment you arrive on
campus, we provide
support, with teams
including the UC Equity
and Disability Centre,
Student Care, and UC Rec
Centre. UC is here every
step of the way during
your studies and beyond.
Te Pātaka, the new centrally located student
services hub, is located on levels 2 and 3
in the Puaka-James Hight building (central
library). You will find both academic and
pastoral services in one location as is a
great place to receive support.

Pastoral Care
The Education (Pastoral Care of Tertiary and
International Learners) Code of Practice
2021 is designed to guide institutions in
their practice and to protect international
students when they study in Aotearoa. UC
is a signatory to the Code and is required to
meet the standards set by the New Zealand
government.
nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/tertiaryand-international-learners-code

Atawhai Ākonga | Student Care
Our Student Care services offer one-on-one
confidential support for personal, financial,
academic, and wellbeing concerns. The
service is free to access and available to all
students at UC, on and off campus, whether
you are domestic or an international
student. The team at student care will
develop personalised strategies, or lead you
to other specific services, to resolve your
individual issues.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/needtotalk

Te Ratonga Whaikaha
Equity and Disability Services
UC offers Equity and Disability support for any
condition that may affect your studies. This
includes injuries, learning difficulties, medical
conditions, mental health conditions, and
more. We offer academic support by test and
exam special arrangements, practical support,
assistive technology, and information in
alternate formats.
canterbury.ac.nz/equity-disability

Te Whare Hauora o UC
Health Centre
UC offers quality, affordable healthcare
on campus, including medical care and
counselling services.
canterbury.ac.nz/healthcentre

UC RecCentre
Look after your mental and physical
wellbeing by getting involved in the many
activities offered by the team at UC Rec
& Sport, including the on-campus sport
and fitness facility the UC RecCentre. You
will find social sport leagues, group fitness
classes, a climbing wall, fully equipped gym,
and more.
canterbury.ac.nz/ucreccentre

46

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Pokapū Pūkenga Ako
Academic Skills Centre (ASC)
The Academic Skills Centre is a free advisory
service and resource hub that focuses on
writing and study strategies to maximise
your achievement at all levels. We offer
individual consultations with a learning
advisor to discuss methods that will help
you, as well as workshops, seminars, online
resources, and more.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/asc

Te Waka Pākākano – Support
for Māori, Pacific, and
Rainbow students
Te Waka Pākākano offers a range of
culturally appropriate services for Māori,
Pacific, and Rainbow students. This includes
trained Kaiurungi (Māori Student Advisors),
Pacific Advisors, and a Rainbow Advisor
who can provide you with advice and
support programmes such as tutoring, and
a range of engagement events from formal
graduations to informal barbeques.

Māori Student Support
Te Ao Mārama is the centre for all Māori
support. Here Te Waka Pākākano gives
all ākonga Māori support throughout
their studies. We offer many events and
workshops throughout the year for you to
meet other students and staff.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/akonga-maori

Pasifika Student Support
The Pacific Development Team is here to
help Pasifika students by providing advice
and pastoral care. We offer free tutoring,
academic writing support, exam workshops
and events to meet other Pasifika students
and staff.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/pasifika

Rainbow Student Support

University of Canterbury
Students’ Association (UCSA)
The UCSA is a non-profit organisation that
exists to help all students succeed and
belong at UC. We offer advocacy services,
dental and optometry services, welfare and
financial services, advisory groups, class
reps, social events, and more.
ucsa.org.nz

Careers, Internships
and Employment
Identify your strengths, explore career
options, and plan the best way to reach
your goals. Have your CV checked, learn
interview skills, or book an appointment
with a Careers Advisor for one-on-one
advice.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers

UC aims to provide a welcoming and
inclusive environment, and recognises
that belonging is important for everyone.
UC supports rainbow students and staff
with assistance on and off campus, and
celebrates sexual and gender diversity
on campus.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/get-support
/lgbtqi

canterbury.ac.nz
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How to enrol step by step
The Enrolment Process
All students enrolling at UC will follow the same enrolment process using the online enrolment portal called myUC. There may be some
additional steps depending on your situation.

1.

Prepare
•
•
•
•

Check you meet admission requirements.
Plan your study.
Check if your chosen qualification/courses have an early closing date or require an additional application.
Apply for your student loan, scholarships, accommodation (if applicable).

2.

Apply to Enrol

3.

Add your courses

• Submit an Application to Enrol in myUC.
• Provide your personal details (such as contact details, citizenship, ethnicity, learning history, and learning needs).
• Agree to the Student Declaration.

• Select your courses in your Application to Enrol in myUC, making sure you choose the correct occurrence for each
course (semester and site codes).
• Complete your Application to Enrol.

Accept your Enrolment Agreement

4.

Domestic students and international students studying offshore
• Once UC has assessed your eligibility for admission to the University, your results from high school and/or any other
study you’ve completed, checked your identity in the NSI, and checked your admission to the qualification(s) and
course(s) you’ve chosen, you will receive an Enrolment Agreement.
• Accept your Enrolment Agreement in myUC.
International students studying on campus
• You will need to attend an Enrolment in Person session with a valid visa (to study at UC in 2023) to receive your
Enrolment Agreement.

5.

Pay your fees
• You will need to arrange payment of your tuition and non-tuition fees (eg, the Student Services Levy). A number of
payment options are available.

Waiting on secondary/high school results?
You’ll receive a Conditional Offer of Place.
Once your results are available (normally mid-January) and your admission to UC is confirmed, we will email you an Enrolment Agreement.
International students studying on campus will receive an Offer of Place and will need to attend an Enrolment in Person session.
Once you have accepted your Enrolment Agreement and arranged payment of your fees you have completed the Enrolment Process.
You will receive a ‘Welcome to UC’ email together with an ‘Activate your UC IT Account’ email. This will get you started!
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Whakapā mai | Contact us
Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha
University of Canterbury
T: +64 3 369 3999
Freephone in NZ: 0800 VARSITY (827 748)
E: AskUC Chat is available between
8am–5.15pm Monday–Friday
(except NZ public holidays).
canterbury.ac.nz
Te Rōpū Takawaenga | Liaison Office

Useful UC links
canterbury.ac.nz/enrol

facebook.com/
universitycanterbury

Fees

instagram.com/ucnz

Enrol

canterbury.ac.nz/get-started/fees

Code of Practice
canterbury.ac.nz/support/code

canterbury.ac.nz/engage
/school-resources/liaison

Clubs and Societies

Te Kaupeka Toi Tangata | Faculty of Arts
canterbury.ac.nz/arts

Support Services

Te Kura Umanga | UC Business School
canterbury.ac.nz/business
Te Kaupeka Ako | Faculty of Education
canterbury.ac.nz/education
Te Kaupeka Pūhanga
Faculty of Engineering
canterbury.ac.nz/engineering
Te Kaupeka Oranga | Faculty of Health
canterbury.ac.nz/health
Te Kaupeka Ture | Faculty of Law
canterbury.ac.nz/law
Te Kaupeka Pūtaiao | Faculty of Science
canterbury.ac.nz/science

UC social media

canterbury.ac.nz/life/studentlife/clubs
canterbury.ac.nz/support

Te Rōpū Rapuara | UC Careers
canterbury.ac.nz/careers

Te Waka Pākākano

twitter.com/ucnz
snapchat.com/add/uc.nz
youtube.com/
UniversityCanterbury
linkedin.com/school/
university-of-canterbury
Proud supporters of

canterbury.ac.nz/support/akonga-maori

UC Pasifika
canterbury.ac.nz/support/pasifika

Whare Hauora | UC Health Centre
canterbury.ac.nz/healthcentre

Emergency
canterbury.ac.nz/support/emergency

On campus
0800 823 637 or (03) 364 2111

Police, fire, or ambulance
111

Our wellbeing hub has all the
information in one place:
canterbury.ac.nz/support
/wellbeing-hub
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Rā Tōmene
Open Day
Discover your degree options.
Explore our campus.
Experience student life.

Book Now

For more information, visit
canterbury.ac.nz/openday

