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Kia ora
He aha te Ture me te
Muru Taihara?
What is Law and
Criminal Justice?
If you’ve ever felt enraged by a lack
of justice, this is your chance to
fight the fight. By taking up Law and
Criminal Justice at UC, you will be
exposed to many aspects of the legal
system in Aotearoa — from housing,
the environment, sexual violence, to
overrepresentation of Māori in prison.
You will also learn about international
laws like trade, human rights,
and more.
This brochure expands on the law
and criminal justice courses and
undergraduate degrees like the
Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of
Criminal Justice you can take at
UC. You can also take other lawrelated qualifications like certificates
and diplomas.
We also aim to give you a glimpse
of what Law and Criminal Justice are
like at UC, with our culture, learning
opportunities, exciting and innovative
research and collaboration happening
all at one place.
For any questions, contact a Future
Student Advisor to get more
information. Please recycle this
brochure or pass it to someone
who wants to learn more.

Annabel
Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts in Sociology

canterbury.ac.nz
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Why study at UC
What a UC student looks like

13% Rainbow

2% Trans/gender
diverse

14% have disability
or long-term
conditions

14% have primary
language other
than English

72%
10% have
dependents at
home

Ethnicity

55% work while
studying

of students have said they made
life-long friends while at UC

644 929 15,349
Pacific

2,050
Māori
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Other

3,201
Asian

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

NZ European/
Pākehā

815
Not stated

What we do

Law and
Criminal
Justice

160+
160+ clubs

400+ partner
organisations

Law

5 Research and Field
Stations locally and
internationally

3,000+ employer
connections

60+ international
partner
universities

35

Top 200 in the
world Law and Legal
Studies (QS World
University Rankings
by Subject, 2021)
Criminal Justice
The first degree
of its kind in
Aotearoa, giving
graduates an edge
in the national and
international crime
and justice sectors

research
centres

Why Ōtautahi Christchurch?
11% cheaper
than
Wellington.
15% cheaper
than
Auckland

2 hours — ocean to alps

1

Number 1
largest inner
city park in
the southern
hemisphere
20 minutes
— city to
beaches,
biking, and
walking
tracks
canterbury.ac.nz
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LIVE
ACTION
Every year, UC students
work with the Family Law
Clinic and experience
the legal system first-hand

Law and Criminal
Justice at UC
Real-world law
Your studies will take you out of the
classroom with field trips (like to the
Christchurch Women’s Prison), lots of
class discussions and group work, and
volunteering at the Community Law Centre,
a free legal service where you work with real
people and their issues.

Student-led projects
You’ll come across other students who are
just as passionate about bringing reform,
representation, and fairness to the justice
system as you. You can be a part of projects
such as Prison Project.
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‘Prison Project was a collaboration
with Law for Change society,
CRIMSOC, and Community Law.
A group of law and criminal
justice students went to the youth
department at the Christchurch men’s
prison and gave seminars about things
like tenancy and employment. It
was an amazing way to connect with
other students who are interested in
advocacy and apply the knowledge
I’ve developed in my degree.’
Maeve
Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science and International Relations and
Sociology

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Te Tiriti and the Law
Your studies will expose you to a
legal education committed to Te Tiriti
partnership and Māori knowledge systems.
You will explore the unique nature of law
as it exists within the bicultural landscape
of Aotearoa New Zealand through topical
issues such as water rights; Te Tiriti; Māori
land, environment, and tikanga; and how
these apply in the context of a nation
founded on a relationship between Tangata
Whenua (Māori) and Tangata Tiriti
(non-Māori people).
‘Being part of an Indigenous
community myself, and having the
support of my iwi to pursue
postgraduate studies, I was inspired to
focus my Masters of Law on
Indigenous Rights. I wanted to use my
skills in a way that contributed in
some way to benefit my people.’
Liam (Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Porou)
Master of Laws
Lecturer, UC

Expert lecturers

Clubs scene

Our academics have made significant
contributions through their research and
are well regarded in the international law
community. You may be able to research
with them and even get published. Some of
our research includes:

There are many ways to pursue your
interests, or discover new ones, outside of
your academic study – we have over 160+
active clubs on campus.

• Innovative courses like Antarctic Legal
Studies, Media Law, Law and Sport, and
Law and Medicine.
• Specialised research projects impacting
Aotearoa, Antarctica, the Southern
Oceans, and the Pacific. We also have
strong teaching and research links with
Gateway Antarctica.
• Rethinking surrogacy laws in Aotearoa
• Indigenous water rights
• Forensic Brainwave Analysis technology
that indicates whether or not a person
has specific knowledge, used in criminal
proceedings as a way of eliminating
possible suspects.

If you’re interested in advocacy work, you
can check out clubs like Law for Change;
Te Pūtāiki, Māori Law Students’ Society;
QCanterbury; Eco Club; or Dramasoc.
Other ways to get involved include joining
the USCA as a rep, becoming a tuākana
(mentor), or a Liaison Officer/Future
Student Advisor.

Wellbeing
From the moment you arrive on campus,
we provide support, with facilities including
the UC Equity and Disability Centre to
help with injuries or learning disabilities
affecting your studies; Liaison Officers to
help with degree planning; and UC Rec
Centre for all your sporting and fitness
needs. A big part of your university
experience is learning self-care — UC’s
Student Care is here every step of the way
during your studies and beyond.

‘When I arrived I was able to access
help with my transition through
the academic support services. I
also found the lecturers were really
accessible and gave me feedback with
what I needed to do with my writing
style. I was also able to make contacts
through the clubs with other students
in my classes.’
Jesse (Ngāi Tahu)
Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science and International Relations

‘UC has broadened the way I think.
Academically, I’ve learned to examine
the deeper principles behind a
society’s laws. As a person, I feel
really confident now. Here you get
to break barriers and to do things
you wouldn’t expect.’
Raho
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and
International Relations, Anthropology, and
Human Services

Go to page 24 to learn about other support
available at UC.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Common terms

Degrees
Degrees are a type of qualification you can
study at university — there are several types
of qualifications varying in level of study
and length of time, such as:

These qualifications have less overall workload
and are completed in a much shorter
timeframe — usually 6 months to 1 year.

Subjects

A bachelor’s degree is an undergraduate
qualification that usually takes 3–4 years
to complete. UC offers a wide range of
bachelor’s degrees.

Subjects are areas you can study in
your degree. Some subjects you can
continue from secondary school such as
Music, Geography, English, while some
you can start new at UC eg, Social Work,
Linguistics, Marketing.

Double degrees

Major

Bachelor’s degrees

Some bachelor’s degrees can be studied
together. This option involves more study,
but you can specialise in different areas,
opening up a wider range of career options.

A major is the subject you choose to
specialise in all the way to the final year
of your bachelor’s degree. For example, a
Bachelor of Arts majoring in Psychology.

Conjoint degrees

Double major

Conjoint degrees combine two bachelor’s
degrees into a singular degree. Unlike
double degrees, these must be completed
at the same time, and involve a much
higher workload each year.

You can sometimes choose to specialise
in two subjects that you’re interested in
(double major). These can be completed in
the same time as a single major without
the extra workload.

Certificates and Diplomas

Minor

If you are unable to study a full degree,
or want to add some additional study
to your degree, you could complete a
certificate or diploma.
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A minor is another specialisation, but you
will only study this up to your second year.
For example, a Bachelor of Science majoring
in Geology with a minor in Geography.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Specialisation
Specialisations combine different subjects
together into a central theme. They allow
you to specialise in multiple subjects all the
way into your final year. These are offered
within the Bachelor of Arts.

Courses
A course is a specific topic within a
subject, for example an American history
course within the History subject. This
involves lectures, assignments, and other
forms of study. Your degree is made up of
multiple courses.

Points
Each course has a points value (similar
to credits from NCEA). You will need to
complete a certain number of points overall
to successfully finish your study.

Semester
The academic year is split into two
periods of study known as semesters. One
semester is the equivalent of two terms at
secondary school.
• Semester 1: February – June
• Semester 2: July – November.

Subjects

UC’s Bachelor of
Criminal Justice (BCJ)
degree is the

1ST

of its kind in
Aotearoa New Zealand

Aratohu Kaupapa | Subjects
9 Law
10 Criminal Justice

See our full list of subjects at
canterbury.ac.nz/study/subjects
It is not always possible for all courses
to be offered every year. See the online
Course Information System.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Law
‘Studying Law can take you far beyond
a court room or a firm.’
Briar
Bachelor of Laws, Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science and History,
Master of Laws (International Law and Politics)
Studying Law at UC will involve looking at
legal systems, policies, cases, legal material,
as well as the wider social, political, and
historical contexts in which our laws exist.

Courses

Career opportunities

First-year Law courses introduce you to
the foundations of the legal system in
Aotearoa, analysis methods, and legal
writing and research. You will also take nonlaw courses that interest you in your first
year. See pages 14–21 for suggestions.

Through your studies you will learn skills
like critical and creative thinking, analysis,
writing, editing, and research. These skills
will get you ready to work in the legal
profession as well as in careers outside of
the courtroom.

Further study may involve more specialised
study including commercial law, Māori
land and resource law, criminal justice, and
environmental law.

Some career pathways could include:

Other courses include:
• Legal Internship

This degree will give you the ability to think
critically, and analyse facts and issues in
order to persuade by logical argument.

• Serious Financial Crime

What will my study involve?

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Media Law
• International Law.

• Barrister/Solicitor
• Local government
• Media and communication
• Public sector.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Law:
• Bachelor of Laws

• Work on real issues and cases through
internships and community work.
• Take part in mooting, debating,
competitions, and other events.
• An important part of your studies will
be exploring biculturalism and
Indigenous knowledge.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Criminal Justice
‘My degrees have put me in the best
possible place to positively impact
this system.’
Charlie
Bachelor of Criminal Justice, Master of
Criminal Justice
Criminal Justice involves understanding
the law and psychology behind crime,
its causes, and the treatment of
convicted offenders.
UC is the only university in Aotearoa that
offers you a degree in criminal justice
with innovative practical teaching. UC
also shares close links with the police and
justice sector.

What will my study involve?

Career opportunities

• Learn about the justice system
including social and human services,
and psychology.

You will be able to look at criminal justice
through a wide lens, giving you a strong
foundation in understanding how Criminal
Justice in society works in Aotearoa and
internationally. You will also gain research
skills in your area of interest in policing and
the justice system.

• Examine current policies and identify
opportunities for criminal justice reform.
• Take optional courses in topics such
as forensic science, linguistics, and
financial crime.

Courses
First-year criminal justice courses teach you
about legal and social issues in Aotearoa,
and introduce you to psychology and the
neuroscience of why people commit crimes.
In the later years of the degree, you will be
able to critically examine our legal systems
and the current effectiveness of preventing
and prosecuting crimes.
Courses can include:
• Youth justice
• Te Tiriti o Waitangi
• Violence in society
• History of gangs in Aotearoa.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Some career pathways could include:
• Government including prisons, probation,
and parole
• Forensics
• Criminal justice policy and reform
• Public and private investigation.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Criminal Justice:
• Bachelor of Criminal Justice
• Certificate in Criminal Justice

Qualifications

Bachelor of Laws. LLB
Bachelor of Laws – example degree structure
Year 1
LAWS

100 1

LAWS

101

110

Level

100

100

Level

Level

100

100

Level

Level

Year 2
LAWS

LAWS

203

LAWS

204

LAWS

205

206

Year 3
LAWS

LAWS

202

301

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

Year 4

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

Compulsory Law courses

300

Level

Electives

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

Non-Law courses

1 May include CRJU101 and CRJU160.

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information

Highlights

Career ready

In the first year of your degree, you will
study two core courses designed to teach
you about the legal systems in Aotearoa
and build your foundational skills in legal
research and writing.

• UC has a specially designed Moot
Court room, regularly used for client
interviewing, witness examination,
mooting, and negotiation competitions.

• UC has Law Internship courses letting
you gain skills through community and
clinical work experience.

With good grades in LAWS101 and LAWS110
(normally at least a B), you can advance
into 200-level Law courses, all of which are
subject to limited entry. From third year, you
will be able to customise your study to focus
on different areas of the law, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Get work experience through
internships, clinical, and community
work opportunities.
• Many student clubs including LAWSOC,
Women in Law, Te Pūtāiki Māori Law
Students’ Association, Law for Change,
and UC Animal Law Association.

Corporate and Commercial Law
Criminal Justice and Rights
Employment and Dispute Resolution
General Legal Practice
Media Law
International Law
Property and Resources
Constitutional Law.

You will also need to also study five
non‑Law courses in the first year of your
degree (see page 14–21 for suggestions).
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Gain necessary legal skills in research,
writing, analysis, and reasoning for a
range of careers beyond law.
• Graduates are working as
lawyers, policy analysts, Māori
development advisors, foreign affairs
officers, and journalists.
‘Studying Law is fascinating. Law
affects every part of our lives and
the skills the degree teaches you are
so applicable.’
Courtney,
Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of
Criminal Justice

Bachelor of Criminal Justice.
BCJ
Bachelor of Criminal Justice – example degree structure
Year 1
CRJU

101

CRJU1

CRJU1

HSRV

HSRV

PSYC

CRJU201 or
SOCI218

MAOR

HSRV

SOCI

PHIL

150

160

103

104

PSYC

105

106

MAOR165
or 108

Year 2
CRJU

2022

219

210

293

200

139

Level

200

Level3

Year 3
CRJU301 or
LAWS366

CRJU302 or SOCI358

Compulsory core courses

300

Level

300

Level

300

Level

200

Level

200

Level

BCJ (Schedule E) elective courses

1 Students enrolling in the LLB/BCJ double degree will enrol in LAWS101 instead of CRJU150 and CRJU160.
2 You must pass either LAWS202 (30 points) or CRJU202 (15 points).
3 If LAWS202 passed, then 45 points from BCJ Schedule E at 200-level. If CRJU202 passed, then 60 points from BCJ Schedule E at

200-level.

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information

Career ready

Certificate in Criminal Justice

You will take an in-depth look at the
criminal justice system and its processes,
including governance, enforcement,
and rehabilitation.

• Practical experience examining our
justice system and identifying
opportunities for reform.

Certificate in Criminal Justice –
example degree structure
Level
Year 1

The first year of study is designed to give
you a broad introduction to the criminal
justice system in Aotearoa.
From second year, you can choose to study
topics such as forensics, policing, criminal
law and procedure, and bioethics.

Highlights
• Strong links with employers in the crime
and justice fields gives you the chance
to work closely with current policies
and legislation.
• Enjoy learning from courses across
criminology, sociology, developmental
and behavioural psychology, criminal
law and procedure, policing, and
human services.
• Join student club CRIMSOC and meet
like-minded students dedicated to
Criminal Justice.

• Opportunity to increase your skills
while working.

CRJU

101

100

100

Level

Level

100

Level

• Graduates work in probation and parole,
forensics, public and private investigation
and security, social work, criminal justice
policy, the police,
and more.

Study Information

‘I really strive to understand how the
world around me functions and how
I can help it.’

The Certificate in Criminal Justice is for those
wanting a career change into the criminal
justice fields, or who are only available to
study part-time, or not wanting to study the
full Bachelor of Criminal Justice degree.

Madeleine
Bachelor of Criminal Justice

Core course

Courses from the Bachelor of Criminal
Justice degree schedule C

Each block represents a 15-point course.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations
are possible. For full course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

The Certificate is also a professionally
relevant qualification for those already
employed within the sector who wish to
enhance their current skills and knowledge.

Highlights
• A range of subjects to enhance your
current knowledge or gain new skills.
• Study four courses at 100-level in one
semester part-time or up to four years
part-time.
• The Certificate in Criminal Justice is a
good pathway into the full Bachelor of
Criminal Justice Degree.
canterbury.ac.nz
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Subjects that go well with Law
and Criminal Justice
Accounting
‘Accounting opens the door to several
career paths, whether it be as a small
town Chartered Accountant or a top
executive at a company.’
Sara
Bachelor of Commerce with Honours in
Accounting and Information Studies
Accountants assess and report on the
performance of organisations, and inform
decisions about pricing, costs, systems
and processes, investments, organisational
strategy, and management. They also
check if relevant rules and laws have been
followed and ensure that the information is
reliable and up-to-date.
At UC, you will learn about accounting,
auditing, and tax rules and practices, and
the role accountants play in many contexts
including public, private, environmental,
political, and more.

What will my study involve?
• Learn about important issues such
as business ethics and corporate
responsibility, data analytics,
cryptocurrencies, and the increasing
challenges of globalisation.
• You can minor in Accounting in a large
number of bachelor’s degrees to add
accounting and financial knowledge to
your studies.

Courses
You will take introductory courses
in cashflow and profit reporting;
accounting for managers; and taxation
followed by advanced study in business,
and government performance, cost
management, and accounting theory
and practice.
Courses can include:
• Financial accounting and reporting
• Management accounting
• Auditing and assurance
• Legal responsibilities of businesses.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
This subject covers a wide range of
accounting topics in a number of different
contexts, providing a solid foundation for
a successful professional career in areas
such as consulting, taxation, auditing,
organisational control and management,
investments, and financial management.

‘If you look around you, there’s a lot of
exciting and innovative research that’s
being carried out all the time at UC.’
Roseanna
Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences
and Geology, Bachelor of Science with
Honours in Ecology
Biology means the study of living things,
from animals to plants to microbes.
It covers a huge range of scales from
molecules and cells to organisms,
populations, and ecosystems. We need to
know how the living world interacts with
the environment, to better understand and
prepare for the future.

What will my study involve?
• Lab work to examine cell biology,
biodiversity, microorganisms, and more.

• Auditing and assurance

• We have the most extensive network
of field stations of any university
in Aotearoa. You get to explore Te
Waipounamu South Island to enhance
your practical field skills.

• Chief executive officer or financial
controller

• You can narrow down your interests as
you progress in your studies.

• Forensic accounting.

• Our Biological Sciences major has
been accredited by the Royal Society of
Biology (RSB), the first in Aotearoa to be
internationally recognised in this way.
This means that when you graduate
you will be equipped with well-rounded
knowledge and skills, making you highly
employable both within and beyond your
chosen field.

Some career pathways could include:
• Chartered Accountant

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• The Accounting major qualifies
you for provisional membership
with professional bodies such as
Chartered Accountants of Australia and
New Zealand (CA ANZ), CPA Australia,
and the Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants (ACCA), or other
international organisations, which
means you can become a certified,
chartered accountant.
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Biological Sciences

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Courses
First-year courses introduce you to the
foundations of cell structure, evolution,
and statistics.
Courses can include:
• Marine biology
• Protein science
• Biochemistry behind diseases like cancer
• Ecology and conservation.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
A Biological Sciences degree indicates you
have the ability to access, understand,
analyse, investigate, and communicate
complex information. You can develop
further technical knowledge in areas that
interest you like biosecurity, marine biology,
evolutionary ecology, soil restoration,
and biotechnology.
Some career pathways could include:
• Forensics
• Primary industries
• Ecologists
• Pharmaceutical and
governmental industries.

Chemistry
‘Chemistry is cross-linked with both
biology and physics, so you get a great
taste for all three sciences in the
one major.’
Olivia
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry,
Postgraduate Certificate in Business
Chemistry deals with the composition,
structure, and behaviour of atoms and
molecules that make up all forms of matter.
Understanding the world at an atomic
level is important to seeing how things are
interconnected and work together.

What will my study involve?

Courses
The first year is broad and you will be able
to take lots of introductory Chemistry
and other science papers and labs to
get you started. As you progress, you
will get to explore and experiment with
different branches of advanced chemistry,
such as electrochemistry (energy),
thermodynamics (heat and radiation), and
photochemistry (light).
Courses can include:
• Laboratory skills
• Organic and inorganic chemistry
• Nanotechnology and other new
chemical products
• Medicinal chemistry.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Apply your learning in the lab and
research projects in diverse areas
of chemistry — physical, biological,
environmental, theoretical, and more.
• Study Chemistry as a minor within
many bachelor’s degree options to
add a scientific background to your
other subjects.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

canterbury.ac.nz
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Career opportunities
There are new and exciting discoveries
happening every day in the field of
chemistry, and your studies will prepare you
to solve global challenges like energy, food
supply, health, and environmental change.
Some career pathways could include:
• Toxicology and forensics
• Product development
• Pharmaceuticals
• Food science.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Computer Science
‘The fact that the Computer Science
department has you developing
software in teams for a real-world
client from day one is great for the
skills and experience you gain.’
Joey
Bachelor of Science with Honours in
Computer Science

augmented reality), artificial intelligence,
cyber security, data science, cloud
computing, and computer graphics.
The potential of this field to solve problems
and make improvements in our lives is
limitless. Computer Science is present in
everyday life — in Google searches, driving
your car, disease detection, or surveying
drones to name a few.

What will my study involve?
• An opportunity to study Computer
Science alongside other subjects that
you are interested in, like Psychology,
Economics, and more.
• Work experience opportunities through
internships and industry projects.
• Computer Science is a flexible subject
that you can major or minor in within
many degree options.

Courses
First-year courses introduce you to topics
such as programming, mathematics, and
digital systems. Further study will go indepth with courses that interest you.

Computer Science is not only about
programming or coding, but has many
aspects such as human-computer
interaction (including virtual and

16

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Courses can include:
• Artificial Intelligence and machine learning
• Operating and embedded systems
• Cloud computing and data science
• Computer networks and cyber security.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
The skills you will gain from your studies
include technical knowledge in computer
science, problem-solving, logical thinking,
creativity, teamwork, and communication.
These skills will lead into many industries
like agriculture, health, finance, education,
and more. Due to the advancing field of
Computer Science, you will be able to work
anywhere in Aotearoa or overseas.
Some career pathways could include:
• Software, web, mobile, and
game development
• IT consulting
• Cyber security
• Telecommunications.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Environmental
Policy, Governance
and Social Justice
To make just and sustainable decisions
for the environment and our wellbeing,
we must learn to see how politics, social
behaviour, and business economics can
both cause and improve issues. Demand for
products and services can lead to problems
such as pollution, slave labour and workers’
rights, and Indigenous land disputes.
At UC, you will examine global
sustainability and social equity issues
and learn how to respond with actionable
change to communities and businesses.

What will my study involve?
• Connect your study to real-world
problems through field studies and
an internship.
• Build upon UC’s sustainability goals
and use our local and international
connections with industry.
• Courses include a range of areas like
political science and law, philosophy
and ethics, economics, social enterprise,
sociology, and psychology so you can
follow your interests in particular issues.

• Engage with ideas of mātauranga
Māori (knowledge), Pacific history,
decolonisation, and tino rangatiratanga
(authority).

Courses
All our first-year courses are designed to
introduce you to a variety of sustainability and
humanitarian concepts, including political
science, philosophy, health,
and more.
Courses can include:
• Systems and social change
• Environmental politics and policy
• Māori and Indigenous knowledge
• Environmental science and natural
resource management.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Learning about sustainability from a policy
and social justice point of view teaches you
how to critically analyse systems and how
to enact social change that is inclusive of
other cultures, communities,
and businesses.

Some career pathways could include:
• Policy and advisory
• Non-profit sector
• Marketing, communications, and events
• Business operations management.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Human Resource
Management
‘I find it interesting learning how
effective HR practices can play a big
part in the success of an organisation,
in attracting, managing, and retaining
talented people.’
Matthew
Bachelor of Commerce in Human Resource
Management
Human Resource Management is about
attracting, developing, and managing
staff; and creating a workplace culture
and environment where people are safe,
engaged, and motivated to give their best.
At the heart of HRM is connecting with
people and focusing on the employee
experience in order to get the most out of
an organisation’s talent.

canterbury.ac.nz
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What will my study involve?

Career opportunities

• A wide range of topics including
leadership, communication, managing
change and innovation, learning
and development, and performance
management.

Your studies will give you lots of
practical skills like strategic planning,
communication, research, and writing.
You will learn how to place the wellbeing
of people in the context of various
organisational challenges.

• In your final year of study, you have the
opportunity to complete an internship
project where you are able to work in
various host organisations on a specific
human resource challenge.
• You can study a minor in Human
Resource Management within a range of
different bachelor’s degrees alongside
your other studies of choice.

Courses
First-year courses will introduce you
to the fundamentals of business and
management. Further study will include
courses that will build your human resource
management knowledge.
Courses can include:
• Workplace behaviour
• HR processes like recruitment,
performance management, and learning
and development
• Leading change and innovation
• Employment relations.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses
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Some career pathways could include:
• Human resources advisor
• Learning and development consultant
• Recruitment advisor
• People and culture coordinator.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Human Services

• Opportunities to practice your research
skills and investigate topics from an
angle that interests you.
• This subject can be studied alongside
many different degrees to strengthen
your human service and social awareness
in your studies.

Courses
First-year courses will introduce you to the
fundamental issues society faces, with
further study made up of courses that
you are specifically interested in from
themes such as culture, health, and
organisational spaces.
Courses can include:
• Violence In Society
• Youth Realities

Human Services is all about working with
people to create a healthy life for the
community and make positive impacts in the
world. Human Services is one of the fastest
growing employment fields in the world
as it is incorporated in so many professions
including education, law enforcement, health,
and more.

What will my study involve?
• Five different pathways within Human
Services, including healthy lifestyles,
crime and deviance, local and global
communities, workplaces, and youth.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Human Behaviour and Human Systems
• Gender, Crime and Social Theory.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
The skills gained from Human Services will
suit any industry that involves compassion
for and working with people, such as
education, health, social support, policy,
and law enforcement.

Some career pathways could include:

Courses

• Youth and community development

Starting with courses teaching the basics of
end-to-end business, your studies focus on
international economics, foreign exchange,
trade markets, and global business strategy
and operations. You will also be able to
complete language courses with your degree.

• Law enforcement
• Corrections and probation
• Health.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

International
Business
In this subject, you will gain skills and
confidence to conduct business in a global,
multicultural economy.

What will my study involve?
• Develop cross-cultural business skills
with course options towards finance
or marketing, and options to learn
another language.

Courses can include:
• Overseas marketing and strategy
• Tourism industry
• Managing an international franchise
• Regional trade agreements and politics.

Career opportunities
Your practical knowledge of international
business prepares you for careers on a
global scale, whether working on business
relations between countries, launching
a new venture or product, managing a
multinational organisation, or providing
advice to expanding companies.

• Choose to go on an exchange with an
overseas university in your second year.

Some career pathways could include:

• Add an International Business minor
to your other subjects to prepare for a
particular industry that interests you.

• Entrepreneur

• International business executive
• Foreign sales representative
• Trade consultant.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Management
Management involves organising teams of
people and boosting business performance.
Explore how businesses function, and how
you can influence processes, resources, and
workers to get the best results.

What will my study involve?
• Study a range of topics and theories of
management, including organisational
behaviour, how to lead others, manage
projects, and drive innovation.
• Consulting projects and internship
opportunities in the final year will place
you in real-world organisations to work
on challenges the organisation is facing.

Courses
Start your degree learning the basics
of management and the business
environment, developing leadership skills to
get your team towards the best long-term
performance.
After your first-year courses, you are able to
choose from a range of courses depending
on the field you want to go towards
such as business strategy, corporate
ethics, international management, and
implementing sustainable practices.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Courses can include:
• Business communication
• Organisational behaviour
• Managing change and innovation
• Business culture and multiculturalism.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Managers are found in every kind of
industry, working and coordinating
individuals and teams all the way to toplevel business positions.
Some career pathways could include:
• Public relations executive
• Business development manager
• Human resources manager
• Strategic analyst.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Marketing
‘Marketing is such a universal degree,
and it can take you in so many
directions. It has given me so many
more skills than just “marketing”. It
helps to build a well-rounded
character by improving skills
including public speaking, writing and
communication, and professionalism.’
Charlotte
Bachelor of Commerce in Marketing
and Finance
Marketing goes beyond advertising and
sales pitches — it analyses customer
needs to design and produce goods or
services that match buyer expectations,
or even convinces them to change their
buying habits.

• Add Marketing study to many of UC’s
degrees to learn about customer
trends and experiences specific to your
business interests.

Courses
The first-year course teaches you the
basics of marketing theories and concepts.
Further study can include courses that
cover everything in creating and analysing
marketing for different uses.
Courses can include:
• Customer experience

UC’s Marketing degree is focused on
building your practical skills and includes
real-world marketing opportunities.

• Digital marketing

What will my study involve?

• Consumer behaviour and
marketing research.

• Learn a wide range of skills, such as
advertising products, digital marketing,
understanding consumer behaviour, and
customer experience.

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Internships and practical projects taken
as part of your studies count towards
your degree and help enhance your
work‑ready skills.
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• Opportunities to get involved in
annual UC-wide competitions, such as
inter-university business challenges,
entré for young entrepreneurs, and Te
Pokapū Rakahinonga | UC Centre for
Entrepreneurship that connects you with
local businesses.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

• Tourism, hospitality, and
events marketing

Career opportunities
A degree in Marketing prepares you for
a career in various different industries
or professions that value creative
communicators, analytical thinkers,
and individuals driven by people and
clients. With businesses and technologies
constantly evolving, a Marketing graduate
will always be sought after.
Some career pathways could include:
• Content creator

These skills are of real value in the
workplace and help in other study areas by
encouraging you to look at a problem from
all angles and find out-of-the-box solutions.

What will my study involve?
• You can choose to specialise in areas such
as ethics, bioethics, philosophy of science
and technology, cognitive science and
the mind, artificial intelligence, language,
and more.

Career opportunities
The intellectual skills that Philosophy
teaches leads to success in many different
careers. Many sectors increasingly require
people who can think independently
and creatively, write clearly, apply
logic, solve abstract problems, and
communicate precisely.
Career pathways can include:
• Environmental advisory

• There are specialised courses on
famous figures such as Plato, Descartes,
Wittgenstein, and Turing.

• Web developing

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Choose to add an internship to your
study, gain work experience, meet
potential employers, and build your CV.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Philosophy

Courses

‘I’ve found the writing style you learn
in Philosophy suits policy well.’

First-year courses cover a broad range of
topics to get you thinking critically about
the world we live in.

• Advertising consultant
• Market trends analyst
• Events management.

Matthew
Bachelor of Science in Philosophy and
Statistics, Bachelor of Arts in Economics
Philosophy teaches you how to think
rationally and carefully about complex
questions such as: are killer drones
immoral? What about genetic
engineering? Should rich countries give
substantially more in overseas aid? Is time
travel possible?

Courses can include:
• Science: good, bad, and bogus
• Philosophy and human nature
• Ethics today
• God, mind, and freedom.

• Video game design
• Research management.

Political Science
and International
Relations
Political Science and International Relations
is the study of our communities and
how we make decisions collectively as
governments, why we behave as we do as
citizens, and how we make choices and
changes for the future.

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

canterbury.ac.nz
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What will my study involve?

Courses can include:

• Analyse how social change happens and
how power and resources are allocated,
with issues such as development, human
rights, environment, nationalism, and
foreign policy.

• Public policy

• Study topics are grouped into four
broad pathways: international relations,
comparative politics (the study of other
nations), public policy (how we make
choices as communities), and political
thought.
• Work with lecturers that are
internationally recognised for their
academic research and teaching
strengths.

Courses
First year courses cover a wide variety of
topics across Aotearoa and international
politics designed to introduce you to
analysing political systems and societies.
After the first year, you will choose the
direction of your political science studies
with courses on economic and social
development, international relations,
philosophy, and many more.

22

• Aotearoa international relations
• Political revolts and uprisings
• Global politics and issues (aid, climate
change, humanitarianism).
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
You will gain a versatile set of skills that
can be applied in a wide range of exciting
careers both within politics and in more
diverse areas such as law, business,
education, and journalism.
Some career pathways could include:
• Policy analysis
• Parliamentary office
• Foreign affairs
• Diplomacy.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Psychology
‘Psychology makes you realise how
incredibly complex and intricate but
also how fragile our brains are, and
how much impact one change
can have.’
Cameron
Bachelor of Science, Master of Science
in Psychology
Psychology is the scientific study of
behaviour and associated biological,
cognitive, and social processes in humans
and other animals.
Studying Psychology will explore how
the brain works, and looks into theories
to gain an understanding of behaviour in
individuals and groups.

What will my study involve?
• Explore a range of psychopathologies
such as anxiety, depression, and
addiction with leading experts and
researchers at UC.
• Practical lab work where you will be able
to perform various physical assessments.

• UC has a Psychology Clinic where you
can receive training, and has working
relationships with Te Poari Hauora o
Waitaha | Canterbury District Health
Board and Department of Corrections
offering opportunities for research and
clinical internships.
• Psychology can be studied in many
bachelor’s degrees, can be customised
to your specific preferences, and
complement your other studies, eg,
marketing and customer behaviour,
educational development, and
sport culture.

Courses
Begin your studies with the fundamental
basics of psychology — the science of the
brain and of personality. Later you will learn
more in-depth topics in psychology and
develop your data and analytical skills.
Courses can include:
• Brain biology
• Social change and learned behaviours
• Neurodiversity
• Forensic and criminal psychology.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Psychology is a rapidly growing industry
as it touches on many aspects of a human
life. Studying Psychology at UC will open
up careers in many different fields due to
the unique set of skills you learn. Further
postgraduate study can lead to professional
registration as a clinical psychologist.
Some career pathways could include:
• Police, corrections, and other
public sectors
• District Health Boards
• Public relations and marketing

Take a look at the modern world and how
it came to be the way it is. Sociologists
investigate the structure of societies,
organisations, groups, and everyday lives.
This subject can cover a range of social
contexts including the intimacy of the
family, criminal gang, activities at a rugby
game or rock festival, through to divisions
of ethnicity, gender, and class.

What will my study involve?
• Take courses that cover subjects as
diverse as crime and justice, religion,
health, gender and sexualities, death,
and migration.
• Flexible course options so you can study
a field of Sociology that suits your
specific interests.
• Courses are hands-on and you will
have the opportunity to do meaningful
research, to create and analyse evidence,
and to draw your own conclusions.

Courses
First year Sociology courses are designed to
explore people and society and introduce
you to the process of analysis.
Courses can include:
• History of gangs in New Zealand
• Global society
• Crime and justice
• Ethnicity, racism, and history.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
The broad skills gained from a Sociology
major such as research, writing, critical
thinking, and communication are all highly
valued by employers. You will be able to
apply your core Sociology learnings to
different aspects of life and work.

Te Reo Māori
Learning te reo Māori enables people to
explore their identity as New Zealanders
and to pass on their passion for this
language to others. Te reo Māori is a highly
recommended study option for those
who might work with Indigenous people
or industries, or in education, public,
or communications roles that require
bicultural and multicultural competency.

What will my study involve?
• Develop your reo skills and learn about
language revitalisation, bilingual/
immersion education, reo history, and
contemporary language.
• Take part in wānanga reo (language
immersion field trips) to local marae.
• Be a part of our whānau at Aotahi:
School of Māori and Indigenous Studies
with support and guidance in and out
of classes.
• Complete a minor in Te Reo Māori
within many bachelor’s degrees to
combine language skills with your other
study interests.

Courses
No previous experience of te reo Māori
is required for first year courses, with
later courses advancing you through to
fluency level.
Courses can include:
• Contemporary reo language
• Oral and written traditions
• Kapa haka and performance in reo
• Māori film, music, and media.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career pathways can include:

Career opportunities

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Human resources

Sociology

• Policy analysis

Careers are opening up with the increasing
role of Māori as a defining element of our
national culture. Te reo Māori skills are
sought after in health, media, government,
tourism, social services, and many
other industries.

• Social service agencies.

‘Completing a social science degree
has exposed me to the world and now I
have a craving to explore it further.’
MahMah
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and
Sociology, Bachelor of Arts with Honours in
Anthropology, PhD in Anthropology

• Marketing, media, and public relations
• Social research.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Some career pathways could include:
• Community leadership
• Journalism
• Heritage and cultural organisations
• Interpreting and translation.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects
canterbury.ac.nz
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More to learn
2023

2023

2023

2023

Arts,
Humanities
and Social
Sciences

Business
Umanga

Computer and
Information
Systems

Creative
Arts
Toi Auaha

Bachelor of:
Arts

Rorohiko
me te Pūnaha
Pārongo

Communication

Bachelor of:

Commerce

Arts

Health Sciences

Commerce

Bachelor of:

Bachelor of:

Social and Environmental Sustainability

Communication

Data Science

Arts

Science

Data Science

Engineering with Honours

Fine Arts

Social Work with Honours

Social and Environmental Sustainability

Product Design

Music

Youth and Community Leadership

Science

Science

Product Design

2023

2023

2023

2023

Education
and Teaching

Engineering
and Product
Design

Health, Sport
and Wellbeing

Language and
Culture

Hauora,
Hākinakina
me te Oranga

Mātai Reo
me te Ahurea

Mātauranga
me te Ako

Pūhanga me te
Hanga Otinga

Bachelor of:
Arts
Engineering with Honours

Bachelor of Arts

Health Sciences

Ako: Bachelor of Teaching and Learning
Graduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning

Science

Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning

Bachelor of:

Social Work with Honours

Master of Teaching and Learning
(Primary Education or Secondary Education)

Engineering with Honours

Speech and Language Pathology with Honours

Product Design

Sport Coaching

2023

2023

Law and
Criminal
Justice

Sciences
and the
Environment

Ture me te
Muru Taihara

Pūtaiao
me te Taiao
Bachelor of:
Arts
Data Science
Environmental Science with Honours
Engineering with Honours
Forestry Science

Bachelor of:

Health Sciences

Law

Science

Criminal Justice

Social and Environmental Sustainability
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Bachelor of:
Arts
Communication
Social and Environmental Sustainability
Speech and Language Pathology
with Honours

Next Steps

Get support

We want you have the
best possible education
experience. From the
moment you arrive on
campus, we provide
support, with teams
including the UC Equity
and Disability Centre,
Student Care, and UC Rec
Centre. UC is here every
step of the way during
your studies and beyond.
Te Pātaka, the new centrally located student
services hub, is located on levels 2 and 3
in the Puaka-James Hight building (central
library). You will find both academic and
pastoral services in one location as is a
great place to receive support.

Pastoral Care
The Education (Pastoral Care of Tertiary and
International Learners) Code of Practice
2021 is designed to guide institutions in
their practice and to protect international
students when they study in Aotearoa. UC
is a signatory to the Code and is required to
meet the standards set by the New Zealand
government.
nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/tertiaryand-international-learners-code

Atawhai Ākonga | Student Care
Our Student Care services offer one-on-one
confidential support for personal, financial,
academic, and wellbeing concerns. The
service is free to access and available to all
students at UC, on and off campus, whether
you are domestic or an international
student. The team at student care will
develop personalised strategies, or lead you
to other specific services, to resolve your
individual issues.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/needtotalk

Te Ratonga Whaikaha
Equity and Disability Services
UC offers Equity and Disability support for any
condition that may affect your studies. This
includes injuries, learning difficulties, medical
conditions, mental health conditions, and
more. We offer academic support by test and
exam special arrangements, practical support,
assistive technology, and information in
alternate formats.
canterbury.ac.nz/equity-disability

Te Whare Hauora o UC
Health Centre
UC offers quality, affordable healthcare
on campus, including medical care and
counselling services.
canterbury.ac.nz/healthcentre

UC RecCentre
Look after your mental and physical
wellbeing by getting involved in the many
activities offered by the team at UC Rec
& Sport, including the on-campus sport
and fitness facility the UC RecCentre. You
will find social sport leagues, group fitness
classes, a climbing wall, fully equipped gym,
and more.
canterbury.ac.nz/ucreccentre
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Pokapū Pūkenga Ako
Academic Skills Centre (ASC)
The Academic Skills Centre is a free advisory
service and resource hub that focuses on
writing and study strategies to maximise
your achievement at all levels. We offer
individual consultations with a learning
advisor to discuss methods that will help
you, as well as workshops, seminars, online
resources, and more.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/asc

Te Waka Pākākano – Support
for Māori, Pacific, and
Rainbow students
Te Waka Pākākano offers a range of
culturally appropriate services for Māori,
Pacific, and Rainbow students. This includes
trained Kaiurungi (Māori Student Advisors),
Pacific Advisors, and a Rainbow Advisor
who can provide you with advice and
support programmes such as tutoring, and
a range of engagement events from formal
graduations to informal barbeques.

Māori Student Support
Te Ao Mārama is the centre for all Māori
support. Here Te Waka Pākākano gives
all ākonga Māori support throughout
their studies. We offer many events and
workshops throughout the year for you to
meet other students and staff.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/akonga-maori

Pasifika Student Support
The Pacific Development Team is here to
help Pasifika students by providing advice
and pastoral care. We offer free tutoring,
academic writing support, exam workshops
and events to meet other Pasifika students
and staff.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/pasifika

Rainbow Student Support

University of Canterbury
Students’ Association (UCSA)
The UCSA is a non-profit organisation that
exists to help all students succeed and
belong at UC. We offer advocacy services,
dental and optometry services, welfare and
financial services, advisory groups, class
reps, social events, and more.
ucsa.org.nz

Careers, Internships
and Employment
Identify your strengths, explore career
options, and plan the best way to reach
your goals. Have your CV checked, learn
interview skills, or book an appointment
with a Careers Advisor for one-on-one
advice.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers

UC aims to provide a welcoming and
inclusive environment, and recognises
that belonging is important for everyone.
UC supports rainbow students and staff
with assistance on and off campus, and
celebrates sexual and gender diversity
on campus.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/get-support
/lgbtqi

canterbury.ac.nz
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How to enrol step by step
The Enrolment Process
All students enrolling at UC will follow the same enrolment process using the online enrolment portal called myUC. There may be some
additional steps depending on your situation.

1.

Prepare
•
•
•
•

Check you’re on track to gain University Entrance and any specific degree requirements
Plan your study.
Check if your chosen qualification/courses have an early closing date or require an additional application.
Apply for your student loan, scholarships, accommodation (if applicable).

2.

Apply to Enrol

3.

Add your courses

• Start your Application to Enrol in myUC.
• Provide your personal details (such as contact details, citizenship, ethnicity, learning history, and learning needs).
• Agree to the Student Declaration.

• From early October, select your courses in your Application to Enrol in myUC, making sure you choose the correct
occurrence for each course (semester and site codes).
• Submit the application, with courses selected, to complete your Application to Enrol.

Accept your Enrolment Agreement

4.

Domestic students and international students studying offshore
• Once UC has assessed your eligibility for admission to the University, your results from high school and/or any other
study you’ve completed, and checked your entry to the qualification(s) and course(s) you’ve chosen, you will receive an
Enrolment Agreement.
• Accept your Enrolment Agreement in myUC.
International students studying on campus
• You will need to attend an Enrolment in Person session with a valid visa (to study at UC in 2023) to receive your
Enrolment Agreement.

5.

Pay your fees
• You will need to arrange payment of your tuition and non-tuition fees (eg, the Student Services Levy). A
number of payment options are available.
For information on Fees Free, visit feesfree.govt.nz

Waiting on secondary/high school results?
You’ll receive a Conditional Offer of Place.
Once your results are available (normally mid-January) and your admission to UC is confirmed, we will email you an Enrolment Agreement.
International Students studying in New Zealand secondary schools will receive an Offer of Place and will need to attend an
Enrolment in Person session.
Once you have accepted your Enrolment Agreement and arranged payment of your fees you have completed the Enrolment Process.
You will receive a ‘Welcome to UC’ email together with an ‘Activate your UC IT Account’ email. This will get you started!
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Whakapā mai | Contact us
Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha
University of Canterbury
T: +64 3 369 3999
Freephone in NZ: 0800 VARSITY (827 748)
E: AskUC Chat is available between
8am–5.15pm Monday–Friday
(except NZ public holidays).
canterbury.ac.nz
Te Rōpū Takawaenga | Liaison Office

Useful UC links
Enrol

canterbury.ac.nz/enrol

facebook.com/
universitycanterbury

Fees

instagram.com/ucnz

canterbury.ac.nz/get-started/fees

Code of Practice
canterbury.ac.nz/support/code

canterbury.ac.nz/engage
/school-resources/liaison

Clubs and Societies

Te Kaupeka Toi Tangata | Faculty of Arts
canterbury.ac.nz/arts

Support Services

Te Kura Umanga | UC Business School
canterbury.ac.nz/business
Te Kaupeka Ako | Faculty of Education
canterbury.ac.nz/education
Te Kaupeka Pūhanga
Faculty of Engineering
canterbury.ac.nz/engineering
Te Kaupeka Oranga | Faculty of Health
canterbury.ac.nz/health
Te Kaupeka Ture | Faculty of Law
canterbury.ac.nz/law
Te Kaupeka Pūtaiao | Faculty of Science
canterbury.ac.nz/science

UC social media

canterbury.ac.nz/life/studentlife/clubs
canterbury.ac.nz/support

Te Rōpū Rapuara | UC Careers
canterbury.ac.nz/careers

Te Waka Pākākano

twitter.com/ucnz
snapchat.com/add/uc.nz
youtube.com/
UniversityCanterbury
linkedin.com/school/
university-of-canterbury
Proud supporters of

canterbury.ac.nz/support/akonga-maori

UC Pasifika

canterbury.ac.nz/support/pasifika

Whare Hauora | UC Health Centre
canterbury.ac.nz/healthcentre

Emergency
canterbury.ac.nz/support/emergency

On campus
0800 823 637 or (03) 364 2111

Police, fire, or ambulance
111

Our wellbeing hub has all the
information in one place:
canterbury.ac.nz/support
/wellbeing-hub
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Rā Tōmene
Open Day
Discover your degree options.
Explore our campus.
Experience student life.

Book Now

For more information, visit
canterbury.ac.nz/openday

