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Front cover: In the design Makaurangi, a fingerprint,
the three elements are representative of Ngā Kete o te
Wānanga, the three baskets of knowledge, with the lines
and koru a symbol of mana and mana whenua. This
design originates from traditional whakairo (carving)
and kōwhaiwhai designs which can often be seen on the
rafters inside wharenui (meeting house).

Rainbow Diversity Support

UC is proud to partner with Ngāi Tūāhuriri and Ngāi Tahu
to uphold the mana and aspirations of mana whenua.

Kia ora
He aha Toi Auaha?
What is Creative Arts?
Join Aotearoa New Zealand’s next
generation of emerging artists.
Follow Taika Waititi, who has been
urging more young people to take up
the arts.
In this brochure you will find a range
of subjects to suit your interests
— both academic and creative
— such as game design, product
design, graphic design, art history,
music, film, painting, sculpture,
photography, and many more.
We also aim to give you a glimpse
of what your studies are like;
studio time, projects, collaboration,
internships, supporting your fellow
arts students, and developing your
identity as you go.
For any questions, contact a
Future Student Advisor to get
more information. Please recycle
this brochure or pass it to someone
who wants to learn more.

Emma
Conjoint Bachelor of
Product Design and Bachelor of Science

canterbury.ac.nz
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Why study at UC
What a UC student looks like

13% Rainbow

2% Trans/gender
diverse

14% have disability
or long-term
conditions

14% have primary
language other
than English

72%
10% have
dependents at
home

Ethnicity

55% work while
studying

of students have said they made
life-long friends while at UC

644 929 15,349
Pacific

2,050
Māori

2

Other

3,201
Asian

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

NZ European/
Pākehā

815
Not stated

What we do

160+
160+ clubs

400+ partner
organisations

5 Research and Field
Stations locally and
internationally

3,000+ employer
connections

60+ international
partner
universities

35
research
centres

Why Ōtautahi Christchurch?
11% cheaper than
Wellington.
15% cheaper than
Auckland

2 hours — ocean to alps

1

Number 1 largest inner
city park in the southern
hemisphere

20 minutes — city to
beaches, biking and
walking tracks

canterbury.ac.nz
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ILAM
SCHOOL OF
FINE ARTS
work with a community
of artists, filmmakers,
designers, and more

Studying
Creative Arts at UC
Mix-and-match
Creative arts at UC is a diverse and broad
subject area. From painting and sculpture,
to music studies and composition, to
graphic and product design. Creative arts
is more than sitting in a lecture theatre or
practicing your chosen art form in a room, it
is about performance and gaining practical
skills such as analysis and critical thinking
which will aid you in life after university.

Your learning environment
The creative arts learning environment at
UC is inclusive and fun, and a place where
you are encouraged to find your own unique
personal and artistic identity.

4

Most creative arts subjects are taught
in the Fine Arts buildings on UC’s Ilam
campus. This building holds private practice
rooms, computer labs, painting studios, a
gallery filled with students’ work, and more
to cater for all of your creative needs.

Hands-on
The creative arts programme at UC involves
theoretical work alongside practical
hands-on work. With field trips to galleries,
guest artists, or internships with local
organisations through the Arts degree
Professional and Community Engagement
course, you will never be short of exciting
opportunities while studying creative arts.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

‘Studying within the Arts means that
we get given a huge range of basic
skills that we could use in any field,
like analysis and critical thinking,
research, and effective
communication.’
Thomas
Bachelor of Music in Performance
and a Bachelor of Music with Honours

Indigenous knowledge
Kaupapa Māori is integrated into our
courses, so you can learn about Māori
values and understand the potential of
Indigenous knowledge. Alongside our
Māori Indigenous knowledge, learn about
Aotearoa New Zealand’s place in bicultural,
intercultural and multicultural context in
order to create strong relationships, locally,
and globally.

Student life

Career opportunities

The creative arts student culture is as
unique as the students studying the
subject area. With a close-knit learning
environment where you are encouraged
to discover your individual personal and
artistic identity.

Due to the interdisciplinary learning you
undertake as a student, job opportunities
in creative arts are open and vast. You
could become a freelance artist, orchestra
conductor, game designer, film director,
museum curator, policy advisor, and more.

Students can be found creating sculptures
in the fine arts block, cataloging ancient
artifacts, designing online games using
high-tech software in the engineering
precinct, and much more.
With more than 160 active clubs on campus,
you can pursue your personal interest
outside of your studies, or join clubs that
a relevant to your studies to mix amongst
your classmates even more. Some specific
creative arts clubs include:

Wellbeing
From the moment you arrive on campus,
we provide support, with facilities including
the UC Equity and Disability Centre to
help with injuries or learning disabilities
affecting your studies, Liaison Officers to
help with degree planning, and UC Rec
Centre for all your sporting needs. UC’s
Student Care is here every step of the way
during your studies and beyond.

‘Since undertaking a BFA I found that
there is a lot of room for
experimentation. I had various
opportunities to explore other
mediums and was able to utilise the
different facilities Ilam has to offer.
I also liked that the lecturers were all
practising artists, meaning that they
were able to share their own expertise
on any concerns we might have on a
particular discipline.’
Aaron
Bachelor of Fine Arts with Honours
in Sculpture

• Musical theatre society
• Drama society
• UCanDance
• Photography club
• SKUB sketch club.

canterbury.ac.nz

5

Common terms

Degrees
Degrees are a type of qualification you can
study at university — there are several types
of qualifications varying in level of study
and length of time, such as:

These qualifications have less overall workload
and are completed in a much shorter
timeframe — usually 6 months to 1 year.

Subjects

A bachelor’s degree is an undergraduate
qualification that usually takes 3–4 years
to complete. UC offers a wide range of
bachelor’s degrees.

Subjects are areas you can study in
your degree. Some subjects you can
continue from secondary school such as
Music, Geography, English, while some
you can start new at UC eg, Social Work,
Linguistics, Marketing.

Double degrees

Major

Bachelor’s degrees

Some bachelor’s degrees can be studied
together. This option involves more study,
but you can specialise in different areas,
opening up a wider range of career options.

A major is the subject you choose to
specialise in all the way to the final year
of your bachelor’s degree. For example, a
Bachelor of Arts majoring in Psychology.

Conjoint degrees

Double major

Conjoint degrees combine two bachelor’s
degrees into a singular degree. Unlike
double degrees, these must be completed
at the same time, and involve a much
higher workload each year.

You can sometimes choose to specialise
in two subjects that you’re interested in
(double major). These can be completed in
the same time as a single major without
the extra workload.

Certificates and Diplomas

Minor

If you are unable to study a full degree,
or want to add some additional study
to your degree, you could complete a
certificate or diploma.
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A minor is another specialisation, but you
will only study this up to your second year.
For example, a Bachelor of Science majoring
in Geology with a minor in Geography.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Specialisation
Specialisations combine different subjects
together into a central theme. They allow
you to specialise in multiple subjects all the
way into your final year. These are offered
within the Bachelor of Arts.

Courses
A course is a specific topic within a
subject, for example an American history
course within the History subject. This
involves lectures, assignments, and other
forms of study. Your degree is made up of
multiple courses.

Points
Each course has a points value (similar
to credits from NCEA). You will need to
complete a certain number of points overall
to successfully finish your study.

Semester
The academic year is split into three periods
of study known as semesters. One semester
is the equivalent of two terms at secondary
school.
• Semester 1: February – June
• Semester 2: July – November
• Summer: November – February.

Subjects

PRODUCT
DESIGN:
a combination of creative
design, science, engineering,
and business studies

Aratohu Kaupapa | Subjects
9
10
11
12
12

Applied Immersive Game Design
Art History and Theory
Cinema Studies
Composition
Creative Industries and
Contemporary Practice
12 Creative Music Technology
13 Cultural Heritage
14 Film
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14
14
15
16
16
17
17
18

Graphic Design
Industrial Product Design
Music
Music Studies
Painting
Performance
Photography
Sculpture

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

See our full list of subjects at
canterbury.ac.nz/study/subjects
It is not always possible for all courses to be offered
every year. See the online Course Information System.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Applied Immersive
Game Design

What will my study involve?

Career opportunities

• Creating games!

‘This degree provides a unique
opportunity to learn in-depth
knowledge not only on the technical
skills that are required to build the
future, but the business acumen to
bring it to reality.’

• Access to fully equipped gaming facilities,
with the latest generation consoles,
high-end PCs, and cutting-edge AR/VR
equipment.

Aotearoa houses more start-up developers
per capita than any other country in the
world, with the gaming industry continuing
to grow rapidly.

David
Bachelor of Product Design In Applied
Immersive Game Design
If you’re interested in making the next big
entertainment game, learning about the
latest immersive technologies, or even
finding out how games can be used as a
tool to solve real-world problems, consider
studying this major — a combination of
creativity, design, and business — as part of
the Bachelor of Product Design.
You’ll learn about game design and
development using the latest industry
standard technologies and platforms, how
to develop using immersive technologies
such as AR/VR, and how to create games
for a variety of purposes, including
entertainment, education and training,
medicine, and more.

• Hands-on learning through individual
and team-based projects.

Through this major, you will graduate
with ‘all-round’ skills and a user-centred
approach to game and software design.

• Business courses that will prepare you to
join the game development industry, or
start your own studio.

Some career pathways could include:

Courses

• Visual effects/technical artist

In your first year, you’ll learn computer
programming and computer science, and
develop your first playable game prototype.

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

From second year, you will be designing and
testing further game prototypes on a range
of game engines and hardware platforms.
Courses can include:
• Gaming design in context

• Video game designer/developer
• Game/film animator
• AR/VR engineer.

Study Applied Immersive
Game Design:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Product Design

• Immersive game design
• Interactive graphics and animation
• Game engines and artificial intelligence.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

canterbury.ac.nz
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Art History and
Theory
‘Art History goes beyond studying a
narrow band of visual culture – you get
to explore topics like philosophy and
aesthetics, history of science,
advertising, and more.’

Courses
In your first year, you will cover topics
in modern art by examining mediums
like painting, photography, and film. You
will also be introduced to architecture
and objects in art history, and complete
practical work with real artefacts.

Study Art History and Theory:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

Courses can include:

• Bachelor of Commerce

• Picasso who? Introducing Modern Art

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

Bojana
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and Art
History and Theory, Bachelor of Arts with
Honours in Art History, Master of Arts in Art
History

• Art and Things

• Bachelor of Science

• Art and Revolution
• International Contemporary Art.

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

This subject traces history and culture using
artefacts, architecture, photos, and more.
Learn to find meaning through objects and
see how these affect our experiences.

Career opportunities

• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

Throughout your studies, you will be
putting into practice skills like critical
analysis, attention to detail, perspective,
cultural awareness, and research.

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

What will my study involve?
• Learn on campus and in the Arts Centre
in the city centre.
• Get hands-on with our James Logie
Memorial Collection of ancient artefacts
in the Teece Museum in the city, and
Aotearoa New Zealand’s cultural
collections at Macmillan Brown Library
on campus.
• Combine Art History and Theory studies
with other subject interests like Classics,
Anthropology, languages, and more.

By examining artworks, you will gain ‘visual’
literacy, a skill that’s applicable to many
areas and careers.
Some career pathways could include:
• Museum and gallery curatorship
• Heritage conservation
• Publishing
• Library science.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Internship courses where you can gain
practical skills and build connections.
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Cinema Studies
‘An Arts degree teaches you lifelong
transferable skills that make you
dynamic enough for ANY career.’
Jessica
Bachelor of Arts in History and
Cinema Studies
Film is a unique medium, in that there are
so many ways to tell stories. The cultural
impact and influence of cinema over the
years has been huge.
This subject will introduce you to the tools
and techniques used in film creation. In
your classes, you will analyse the structure,
cinematic style, and storytelling of films
from diverse genres through the lens of
theory, history, and culture.

What will my study involve?
• From the silent era of film to modern day
– explore the evolution of movies
and filmmaking.
• Other topics include analysis of scenes,
screenwriting, exploration of Māori
identity, storytelling for children, and the
French New Wave.
• You can minor in Cinema Studies in many
UC bachelor’s degrees.

Courses
Besides film theory and history, in your
first year you will analyse 12 films from
12 countries in 12 weeks as part of our
‘Backpacker’s Guide to World Cinema’
course. In later years, you’ll explore
particular cultural adaptations, genres, and
styles of interest.
Courses can include:
• Backpacker’s Guide to World Cinema
• The Oscar for Best Picture

Study Cinema Studies:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts
As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts
• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science

• Coming of Age in Global Cinema

• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability

• European Novels and Film Adaptions.

• Bachelor of Sport Coaching

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership

Career opportunities
You will learn the art of critical analysis for
themes, theories, and technical aspects
of filmmaking. Film is a broad medium,
meaning there are heaps of opportunities
from writing and production to business
and marketing in the industry.

Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Some career pathways could include:
• Filmmaking
• Film reviewing
• Marketing and public relations
• Event management.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

canterbury.ac.nz
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Composition
Composition is the creation of new music.
Enjoy learning from a diverse range of
musical styles, from contemporary music to
pop and everything in between. You could
compose pieces for orchestras, create film or
video game soundtracks, write lyrics, arrange
electronic soundscape compositions, or
produce your next EDM hit.

What will my study involve?
• Study a broad range of courses with
opportunities to engage with music
technologies, notated composition, song
writing, recording techniques, computer
music, and collaborative projects.
• Create your own music in genres and
musical cultures of your choice.
• Opportunity to take part in performances
and collaborative projects.

Courses
Courses in this major will introduce you to
a range of music composition skills and
techniques including creating lyrics and
melodies, and approaches to structure.

Creative Industries
and Contemporary
Practice
This specialisation is for those who want to
be a part of the creative industry at large by
combining artistic and business skills.
Study at least two areas of the creative arts
of your choice (music and audio, film and
media, art, and creative writing) through
applied learning and theory.

What will my study involve?
• Study key industry skills like
management, marketing, and
communication.
• Choose your courses based on the
creative industries you want to work in –
Music, Arts, Writing, Screen/Media.
• Create practical projects and choose
between a final-year internship or
podcasting experience.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Courses

• Techniques of song-writing

Courses are designed to give you a range
of experiences and to develop industry
knowledge. Each year you will choose
courses from different creative pathways.

• Orchestration and arranging

Courses can include:

• Composition studio.

• Visual content design

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Producing music

Courses can include:
• Current trends in composition

Career opportunities
Composition studies will give you
significant hands-on experience
writing music for instruments, voice,
computers, and working with performers
and improvisors.

UC’s Creative Music Technology major is
all about creating music using a variety of
digital and studio-based music technologies.
Study acoustics, studio technologies, the
latest trends and techniques in digital
music making, and learn how to apply
these in a creative context.

What will my study involve?
• Study any style or genre of music:
whether you are an aspiring composer of
electronic music, a beatmaker, a sound
designer, a foley artist, a producer, or
interested in digital music making.
• Use UC’s on-campus recording
studio with the latest software and
audio devices.
• Work alongside other students on
creating or recording music, radio,
and podcasts.
• Complete an internship or collaborative
project in the industry in your final year.

• Screen writing.

This major is open to any level of music,
whether you already have some experience
or you are brand new to music technologies
and production.

Career opportunities

• Film composition

Some career pathways could include:

• Song writing

• Campaign and event management

• Recording.

• Editing and publishing

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Professional artist
• Media production.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Music
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Creative Music
Technology

Courses

• Sound design

Study Composition:

As a Specialisation:
• Bachelor of Arts

• Social media marketing

This degree can lead to a range of careers
in the arts industry, such as producing,
writing, management, and communications.
Your study experiences will give you the
knowledge to work in many areas.

Some career pathways could include:

Study Creative Industries and
Contemporary Practice:

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Courses can include:
• Studio and field recording
• Composing digital music
• Editing and mixing software
• Sound sampling.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
By understanding how technology is
constantly changing and impacting the
way music is created, and learning about
the wider role music technology has in
the music industry, you will be ready for a
career in today’s music technology industry.
Some career pathways could include:
• Music creation for games and
studio productions
• Sound design
• Sound artist

Cultural Heritage
If you’re interested in galleries, libraries,
archives, and museums, then this
specialisation is for you. You’ll explore
culture through objects, ranging from
contemporary art to archaeological remains
to the built environment.
You’ll be able to look critically at our
cultural heritage in Aotearoa, and apply
these skills to international contexts.

• Creative coding.

What will my study involve?

canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• Study a range of cultures across the globe
through different time periods.

Study Creative Music Technology.

• Courses can include areas such as history,
art, warfare, language, religion and more.

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Music

• Benefit from connections with local
museums, art galleries, heritage
archives, and libraries around Ōtautahi
Christchurch, including internships.
• Practical experience with artefacts dated
from 2,000 BCE with the Teece Museum
of Classical Antiquities, located at Te
Matatiki Toi Ora | Arts Centre.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Courses
Each year you will select courses depending
on your interests in a particular culture,
historical period, and society. In the final
year, you will choose between practical
heritage courses and an internship focused
on your chosen areas.
Courses can include:
• Revolution and change
• Māori history
• Archaeology
• Shaping culture through art.

Career opportunities
A degree examining cultural heritage
teaches you how history and culture
has shaped everything we create. It
prepares you for working with a variety of
cultures, educational institutions, heritage
conservation, or any sector which requires a
high degree of multicultural competency.
Some career pathways could include:
• Iwi engagement and development
• Curatorship
• Communications
• Art historian.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Cultural Heritage:
As a Specialisation:
• Bachelor of Arts

canterbury.ac.nz
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Film
‘Through a tip from a lecturer I
managed to become part of
Whitebait’s online community of
videographers. I make fun little films
of my travels.’
Buddy
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Film
Explore the world of film through its history,
critical discussions, contemporary artists,
and technologies while developing your
own film portfolio.

What will my study involve?
• Studio work and group projects to
develop your skills as a filmmaker.
• Use on-campus lighting and greenscreen
stages, sound studios, editing suites,
and gain 24 hour access to the film
studio spaces.

Study Film:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Fine Arts

Graphic Design
‘Once I saw the School for myself I
knew I had to come here, I was blown
away by the facilities and the work I
saw being produced by other students.’
Daniel,
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design
Learn foundations and techniques of
graphic design, create a portfolio of
work that interests you, and participate
in workshops, projects, and community
art shows.

What will my study involve?

• Take other courses of interest alongside
your Film studies, such as Psychology,
Music, and History.

• Create graphic design pieces through
small, medium, and large-scale
studio projects.

Courses

• A close community of fine arts students,
with plenty of opportunities for gaining
work experience.

After your first year introduces you to studio
practice and the broader fine arts industry,
your Film courses will take you through the
process of developing and executing a film
project — writing, filming, location scouting,
directing, editing, and more.
Courses can include:
• Film studio projects
• International cinema
• Documentaries and ethical storytelling
• New film technologies — cameras, editing
software, CGI, digital music.

• Seminars by staff, students and visiting
professionals examining current issues in
graphic design.

Courses
In your first year, you will gain a broad
understanding of studio practice, with
critical and reflective thinking about the
fine arts. From second year you will learn
technical and theoretical knowledge of
graphic design.
Courses can include:

canterbury.ac.nz/courses

• Typesetting and typography

Career opportunities

• Historical and contemporary graphic art

Your works and experience throughout your
studies explore both technical and nontechnical aspects of film, television, and
other creative visual industries.

• Design software and digital skills
• Studio projects.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Some career pathways could include:
• Film or TV directing
• Producing
• Cinematography
• Screen writing.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Career opportunities
A degree in Graphic Design prepares you for
a creative industry with critical thinking,
artistic and technical knowledge, and skills
transferable to a number of roles.
Some career pathways could include:
• Graphic design
• Illustrating
• Design consulting
• Marketing.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Graphic Design:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Fine Arts

Industrial
Product Design
‘Industrial Product Design has offered
me a range of opportunities, it’s a
unique combination of design,
engineering, and marketing.’
Gursamrath
Bachelor of Product Design in Industrial
Product Design
Studying Industrial Product Design will
teach you how to design and deliver
suitable products that solve problems and
generate consumer interest.
Smart phones, sports equipment, drones,
furniture, power tools, UX, and UI are all
examples of Industrial Product Design. This
subject combines creative innovation with
technical and business skills.

What will my study involve?
• Gain practical understanding of the
product design lifecycle – from research
and idea generation through to
prototyping, testing, and delivery.
• Cross-disciplinary study including
engineering, physics, mathematics,
design, and science.
• Access to computer designing software
to test, visualise, and communicate
your ideas.
• Opportunities to enter in internationally
recognised design competitions.

Courses
Your Industrial Product Design studies will
include a variety of courses from practical
design work to learning the physics and
engineering behind creating successful
products.
Courses can include
• Consumer-focused product development,
testing, and evaluation
• Portfolio creation and visualisation
• Manufacturing methods and
materials science
• Industry projects, designing to
client briefs.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Studying Industrial Product Design will
give you the skills to work across various
industries due to the combination of
disciplines you participate in during your
studies.
Some career pathways could include:
• Industrial product designer
• Design researcher
• Entrepreneur – set up your own
company, generating your own product
for market innovation.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Music
The music industry has changed a lot in the
last 30 years with the explosion of digital
technology and changes in society and
culture. This has opened up new areas for
music professionals, alongside teaching,
conducting, leadership, and performing.
At UC, we have a number of ways you can
follow your interest in Music. Choose from
four specialised majors as part of a Bachelor
of Music, take courses towards a major or
minor as part of a Bachelor of Arts, or study
music as a minor in a wide range of other
degrees.

What will my study involve?
• With a Bachelor of Music you can
major or double major in Composition,
Performance, Music Studies, or Creative
Music Technologies.
• Choose from a large range of courses
in performance, composition, song
writing, digital music, music history, and
musicianship.

Courses
Most Music courses are available without
any prior experience. Entry to all first-year
Performance courses is by application and
an audition.
Music courses in your first year will
introduce you to the basics of music
terminology, including reading, writing, and
performing songs, and a first look at the
global music industry.
Courses can include:
• Song writing
• Musical culture and performing arts
• Audio and recording technologies
• Performing music through singing or
instrument.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
The wide range of courses you take during
your degree will set you up with skills to
perform, create, and critically engage with
music and the music industry.
Some career pathways could include:

• Enjoy the unique learning spaces in our
Arts Centre location.

• Orchestras, choirs, and opera houses

• Connect with the community through
internships, performances, and
collaborative projects.

• Journalism and radio

• Festival management
• Digital production
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Industrial Product Design:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Product Design

canterbury.ac.nz
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Study Music:
• Bachelor of Music

music of the world, musical heritage
of the western world, and music in
the community.

As a Major:
• Bachelor of Arts

• Opportunities to take part in internships
and collaborative projects throughout
your studies.

As a Minor:
• Bachelor of Arts

Courses

• Bachelor of Commerce
• Bachelor of Health Sciences
• Bachelor of Science
• Bachelor of Social and
Environmental Sustainability
• Bachelor of Sport Coaching
• Bachelor of Youth and
Community Leadership
Other pathways:
• Certificate in Arts

Music Studies
Music is an essential part of all cultures
globally. A degree in Music Studies allows
you to investigate music from social,
political, and community perspectives,
examining the role and importance of
music now and through history. It also
offers the opportunity to investigate music
analytically and in-depth.

What will my study involve?

First year Music Studies is designed to
give you a range of courses that you can
choose from depending on your interests.
Courses range from game audio production
to orchestra arrangements, to Kapa Haka
performances, and more.
Courses can include:
• Musical technologies
• Composition and song writing
• World Music
• Acoustics and recording.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Music Studies can teach you technical skills
in music alongside necessary skills such as
communication, project management, and
leadership opening you up to a wide variety
of career options.
Career pathways could include:
• Festival planning
• Arts administration
• Journalism
• Music teaching.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

• You will learn about topics such as
popular music, musical philosophy,

16
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Study Music Studies:
As a Major
• Bachelor of Music

Painting
Painting studies explores a range of
techniques through different styles,
tools, and practice, both traditional and
contemporary. You will discover different
materials and learn about the role emotion
and meaning plays for both the painter and
the viewer.

What will my study involve?
• Create a body of work and reflect critically
on the development of your own style.
• Enjoy 24-hour access to your own
personal studio space from second year.
• Work in purpose-built studios,
workrooms, darkrooms, and computer
labs, and have access to technician
workshops, and the Ilam Campus Gallery.

Courses
The first year of the degree introduces you
to studio practice and critical thinking of
fine arts. Courses towards the Painting
major begin in your second year, and allow
you to develop your painting technique
with many self-directed projects.

Courses can include:

Courses

• Practice and theory of painting

Your first year will teach you essential
skills such as sight-reading music and
understanding rhythm and tempo, as well
as working with an accompaniment and in
small or large groups. You will also develop
in-depth technical and performance
knowledge for your specific instrument
or voice.

• Art criticism
• Art and revolution
• Contemporary art.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
You will learn skills beyond the practical
processes of painting. Gain critical analysis,
teamwork, communication, and organisational
skills that will help you in your future career.
Some career pathways could include:
• Professional Artist
• Art conservation
• Art consulting
• Art gallery management.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Painting:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Fine Arts

Performance
Music studies in Performance develops
creative ideas and expressive skills through
all styles of music. With rapid growth
and cultural shifts in the music industry,
professional artists need the skills to be
flexible and adaptive performers.
Developing your musical abilities at UC
is a unique opportunity to learn from
professionals and connect with other
musicians and the local arts scene.

Courses can include:
• Performance
• Chamber choir
• Ensemble
• Art of accompaniment.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
People with strong musical talents are
always highly sought after by event
organisers and arts businesses.
Some career pathways could include:
• Choirs and orchestras
• Musical theatre
• Music therapy
• Event management.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Performance:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Music

Photography
Studies in Photography explore
photography as a device for communicating
information, ideas and personal insights,
and introduce you to the basic materials
and processes of photographic practice.

What will my study involve?
• Explore photographic techniques, and
create your own body of work.
• From second year, you will have access
to your own personal 24-hour access
studio space.
• Use darkrooms, computer labs,
workshops, and the Ilam Campus Gallery.

Courses
First year courses will teach you the basics
of studio practice and fine arts. In the
second year, you will move onto examining
different devices, materials, techniques, and
historical influences.
Courses can include:
• Photography practice
• Photos in history and art revolution
• Editing software and
photography hardware
• Film and theory.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Career opportunities
Studies in photography give you unique
abilities in communicating information,
finding details, and working with a range of
people, technologies, and projects.
Some career pathways could include:
• Photography

What will my study involve?

• Art gallery management

• Learn through individual lessons and
group classes in a wide range of musical
instruments and voice.

• Photojournalism

• Take advantage of opportunities to join
large and small ensembles and the UC
Chamber Choir, Consortia.
• You will have plenty of opportunities
to perform publicly, with 100+ concerts
hosted on campus each year.

• Documentary production.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Photography:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Fine Arts

canterbury.ac.nz
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Sculpture
With Sculpture studies, you will explore
time, space, and context behind crafted
objects. As a sculpture student, you will
build your artistic practice through the use
of different materials, processes, theories,
and contemporary techniques.

Career opportunities
Along with experience and technical skills
working with different tools and materials,
university studies in Sculpture give you an
opportunity to make industry connections,
explore Aotearoa art spaces, and be exposed
to new areas so you can grow your practice
in new ways.
Some career pathways could include:

What will my study involve?

• Sculpting

• Create your own body of works and
sculptural projects.

• Art gallery management

• From second year you will have 24hour
access to your own studio space where
you are able to explore your personal and
academic creativity.
• Make use of purpose-built studios,
workrooms, technical workshops, and the
Ilam Campus Gallery.

• Designing
• Art consulting.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers/subjects

Study Sculpture:
As a Major:
• Bachelor of Fine Arts

Courses
You will start your degree learning the
basics of fine arts theory and studio
practice, before beginning Sculpture from
second year and learning to use different
materials and processes.
Courses can include:
• Sculpture practice
• Great sculptural works in history
• Technical workshop hardware
• Audience observation and influence.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses
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Qualifications

Bachelor of Arts. BA
Bachelor of Arts – Major/minor pathway example degree structure
Year 1
ARTS 102 or
MAOR 165 or
WRIT 101

ARTS 102 or
MAOR 165 or
WRIT 101

100

100

Level

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2

200

200

Level

Level

200

200

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3

300

300

Level

Level

Compulsory
courses

300

300

Level

Arts major
courses

Level
Arts minor
courses

300

Level

300

Level

Other Arts
courses

200

Level

200

Level

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

‘Learning the art of critical thinking
allows you to see the world differently.’

Subjects
Anthropology

Education

Human Services

Political Science
and International
Relations

Art History and Theory

English

Japanese

Professional
and Community
Engagement

Chinese

English Language

Linguistics

Psychology

• Specialisation pathway

Cinema Studies

Māori and Indigenous
Studies

Russian

Major and minor pathway

European and
European Union
Studies

Classics

French

Mathematics

Sociology

Cultural Studies

Geography

Media and
Communication

Spanish

Digital Humanities

German

Music

Statistics

Economics

History

Philosophy

Te Reo Māori

Christopher
Bachelor of Arts in Cinema Studies and Art
History and Theory, Bachelor of Arts with
Honours in Cinema Studies

BA with two pathways
At UC, you can get your BA in two ways:
• Major and minor pathway

In your first year, you will complete two
compulsory courses from a choice of
three broad arts skills – academic writing,
debates and presenting evidence, and
bicultural identity.
There are over 30 Arts subjects that you can
major in (see the table to the right), and
many more to minor in – including subjects
from other degrees. You can choose to do
a single major, a double major, or a major
and minor. You can customise your study
even further by doing a double or a conjoint
degree (see page 27) - tailoring your studies
to suit you.
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Bachelor of Arts – Specialisation pathway example degree structure
Year 1
ARTS102 or
MAOR165 or
WRIT101

ARTS102 or
MAOR165 or
WRIT101

100

100

Level

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2

200

Level

200

Level

200

200

Level

Level

200

Level

200

Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3

300

Level

300

Level

Compulsory
courses

300

300

Level

Specialisation
courses

Level

300

Level

300

Level

200

Level

200

Level

Courses from Arts
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Specialisation pathway

Highlights

Career ready

Choosing a Specialisation in the BA
provides you with a set programme
of courses centred on a broad theme.
Specialisations are bigger than a typical
major and they include courses from a
range of subjects, so you can look at the
complex problems of today’s society from
different angles.

• Take advantage of courses offering
field trips, real-world case studies,
performances, internships, and
community projects.

• Gain practical experience by adding an
internship in your second or third year
of study.

Specialisations
Creative Industries and Contemporary Practice
Cultural Heritage
Global Societies and Cultures
International Affairs
Language, Brain and Behaviour
Philosophy, Politics and Economics

• You have the option to study a minor
from additional subjects across Arts,
Commerce, Health Sciences, Science,
Sport Coaching, and Youth and
Community Leadership.
• Get involved with some of the many
Arts related student clubs including Arts
Society, JSoc, PolSoc, Classoc, Musoc,and
many more.

• Learn sought after workplace skills such
as writing, critical and creative thinking,
problem-solving, and communication.
• Graduates will be ready to work in media,
politics, conservation, iwi organisations,
tourism, heritage, international relations,
and more.
‘The practical experience shows you
can apply your skills in real-world
contexts.’
Natalija
Bachelor of Arts in English and Political Science
and International Relations with a minor in
Economics, Master of European Union Studies

Society, Diversity and Change

canterbury.ac.nz
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Bachelor of Fine Arts. BFA
Bachelor of Fine Arts – example degree structure
Year 1
FINA1

FINA

101

102

FINA1

103

ARTH

ARTH

100 Level

100 Level

ARTH or CINE
200 Level2

100 or 200

Studio subject

311

100, 200 or
300 Level4

100, 200 or
300 Level3

Studio subject

100, 200 or
300 Level

100, 200 or
300 Level

Year 2
Studio subject

Studio subject

211

212

Level

Year 3

Year 4*

411

Introduction to all
specialist studio studies

Required Art History
and Theory courses

Specialisation in
one studio subject

Courses from the Bachelor
of Arts schedule

1 FINA101 is 30 points. FINA103 is 45 points.
2 Students specialising in Film or Photography may take either Art History and Theory or Cinema Studies 200-level courses.
3 Students must complete 30 points of 300-level ARTH courses (or CINE courses for Film and Photography students) to be eligible

for entry into Bachelor of Fine Arts with Honours at fourth year.

* Students eligible for Honours will instead take FINA450 in their fourth year.

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Studio specialisations

Film
Graphic Design
Painting
Photography
Sculpture

How to apply:
Your application should include a portfolio
of recently completed art and/or design
work, along with a written statement to
show us your current skills and identity as
an artist. This must include 12 examples
of work from NCEA (or equivalent) arts
subjects. The format must be colour, laser
printed, and stapled A4 photographs.
Applications are due 15 November.
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Highlights

Career ready

• in the first year you will get introduced
to all five available studio specialisations
to artistic and studio practice, giving
you the chance to develop your passion
before continuing in one Fine Arts subject
from second year.

• Showcase your work during the
year through exhibitions and
community projects
• Gain creative and practical skills in
your chosen specialisation as well as
organisational and time management skills

• Enjoy 24-hour access to your own
personal studio space from second year.

• Graduates are working as professional
artists, art gallery directors,
photojournalists, art historians,
consultants, and more

• Work in purpose-built studios; access
technician workshops, workrooms,
darkrooms, computer labs, and the Ilam
Campus Gallery.

For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

‘Being able to focus on a singular
discipline has allowed me to hone in
on what makes the discipline so
special.’
Aaron
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Sculpture

Bachelor of Music. MusB
Bachelor of Music – example degree structure
Year 1
MUSA

100

MUSA

MUSA

MUSA

MUSA

One of
MUSA
231–237

200 Level

125

101

132

MUSA

100 Level

100

Level

100

Level

100

Level

Year 2
MUSA

250

200

MUSA

MUSA

200 Level

MUSA

200 Level

200

Level

100

Level

Year 3
MUSA

398

Compulsory
courses

MUSA

300 Level
Major
courses

MUSA

300 Level

MUSA

300 Level

Optional music
courses

MUSA

300 Level

200

Level

200

Level

Courses from Music
or other degrees

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Majors

Composition
Creative Music Technology
Music Studies
Performance

How to apply:
Performance courses:
Entry to some first-year Performance
courses are limited based on an audition
with an instrument or in singing.
Applications should be made to Te Kura
Puoro | School of Music no later than
20 September. Early auditions begin
22 August.

Highlights

Career ready

• You will have plenty of opportunities to
perform, with over a hundred concerts
hosted on campus each year.

• Put your skills into practice with
opportunities to perform and
through internships.

• Enjoy unique learning spaces across our
Ilam campus and Art Centre locations.

• Alongside your skills in music creation
and practice, you will also gain skills
in communication, teamwork, project
management, and creative thinking.

• Connect with the community through
internships and collaborative projects.
• Combine your interests with the option
to do a double major.

• Graduates are working as composers,
sound designers, journalists, performers,
arts administrators, producers, music
therapists, music educators, and more.
‘I value the connections between the
University and professionals in the
music scene in Christchurch, and I can
learn from some of the best musicians
in the city who tutor here.’
Matthew
Bachelor of Music in Performance and a
Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting

canterbury.ac.nz

23

Bachelor of Product Design.
BProdDesign
Bachelor of Product Design – example degree structure
Year 1
PROD

101

PROD110 or
ENGR101

MATH or
EMTH
100 Level

MGMT

100

100

100

Level

100

Level

Level

200

MKTG100 or
ECON104 or
ACCT102

Year 2
PROD

200 Level

PROD

200 Level

PROD

200 Level

PROD

200 Level

200

Level1

Level1

Year 3
PROD

300 Level
Compulsory
courses

PROD

300 Level

PROD

300 Level

300

Level3

200

Level3

200 or 300 Level 200 or 300 Level
MGMT, MKTG,
MGMT, MKTG,
ECON, FINC
ECON, FINC
or ACCT2
or ACCT2

Courses required
for major

1 Select courses from the Bachelor of Science or Bachelor of Engineering with Honours degrees, depending on chosen major.
2 If students have not completed MKTG 100 then at least 15 points of MKTG200 or 300-level courses.
3 Select 15 points above 200-level from the Bachelor of Engineering with Honours or Bachelor of Science degree schedules.

Each small block represents a 15-point course. However, some courses may be 30 points or more.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible. For specific course requirements, go to
www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

Study information
Majors

Applied Immersive Game Design
Chemical Formulation Design
Industrial Product Design
The first year of your degree includes
courses in product design, mathematics,
management, and introductory courses
specific to your chosen major.
From the second year of your degree
you will focus on your chosen major
and develop a deeper understanding
of manufacturing, testing, and
commercialising your product ideas.

Highlights

Career ready

• Combine creative design, science,
engineering, and business studies
to develop items for use in homes,
businesses, and industry.

• Gain practical experience by taking part
in design projects right from the first
year.

• You will have access to state-of-the-art
design, laboratory, computer, and
testing facilities.
• Develop your ideas through a number of
projects working as an individual or as
part of a team.
• Study a BProdDesign alongside a BSc or
BCom to complete a conjoint degree in
just four years.

You will need to have previous studies in
chemistry at secondary level for entry into
Chemical and Formulation Design.

• Learn to develop ideas based on the
latest science and technology, while
gaining the business skills needed to
launch new products that fulfill a market
need.
• Graduates will be ready to work in design
agencies, manufacturing companies,
engineering consultancies, educational
and training companies, research and
development, and more. You may even
choose to start your own company.
‘Knowing I’m learning about things
that could do something significant is
important to me, because I feel like I
can really go all in and get excited
about the future.’
Holly
Bachelor of Product Design in Industrial
Product Design
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How do majors and
minors work?

Some degrees require you
to have a major subject,
and some allow for a
minor too.
Majors
A major is a particular subject within your
degree that you have specialised in. It
makes up about a third your degree and at
least half of your final year. You will study
this subject all the way to the final year of
your degree. Not all degrees have majors
but most of the general degrees at UC do
— such as the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of
Commerce, and Bachelor of Science.
An example of a major would be if you
studied the Bachelor of Arts with a major
in Psychology.

Minor

Minor in Engineering

When compared to the major, a minor is
another subject that you have included
in your degree, but not to the same
extent as the major. It can be a subject
that complements your major, or can be
a subject from another general degree
entirely. Here is an example:

In the Bachelor of Engineering with
Honours (BE(Hons)), there are some
engineering disciplines that allow you
to further enhance your knowledge by
including a specific engineering minor.
For example, students doing Mechanical
Engineering and who have an interest
in designing and creating medical and
healthcare technology might decide to
include a Biomedical Engineering minor.

A student studying the Bachelor of
Commerce might want to primarily focus
on Management (their “major”) but also
has an interest in French (their “minor”).

Double major
A double major is where students choose
to specialise in two subjects from the one
degree. You can often complete these in the
same time as a single major without any
extra workload.
A student doing a Bachelor of Science,
who started with a Geology major and
Geography minor could decide after their
first year that they are just as interested
in both subjects, taking their Geography
further in their degree and turn it from a
minor into another major.

The minors in the BE(Hons) are specific to
their respective engineering disciplines.

More information
If you have any questions, please contact
the Liaison Office for degree planning
advice. They can help show you how the
degrees are structured, and how majors and
minors might work for you depending on
what subjects you’re interested in studying.
You can read the subjects starting on
page 8 or visit the degree to see the
subjects available as majors and minors at
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

It is important to note that the second
major must come from the same degree
and not from another degree.

canterbury.ac.nz
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Double and conjoint degrees

If you are really keen, you can combine
bachelor’s degrees. There are two ways of
doing this – double degrees and conjoint
degrees. Both require extra work and you
should talk to a Liaison Officer/Future
Student Advisor before starting either.

The table below compares the two ways of studying:
Double degree

Conjoint

Entrance requirements University Entrance (UE)

UE and at least Level 3
endorsed in Merit

Academic requirement Standard academic progression
to continue each year expectations apply
of degree

Must maintain a grade average of
least a B

Workload per year

Standard (120-points)
Approximately eight (15-point)
courses per year

Some bachelor’s degrees can be studied
together. This allows you to really specialise
your study, opening up a wider range of
career options.

Increased (135-points)
Approximately nine (15-point)
courses per year
Students must take at least one
course from each qualification
each year.

Graduate

You can complete either both at
the same time or one after the
other

Both degrees must be completed
before you can graduate

Conjoint degrees

Minimum timeframe

5-6 years (depending on degrees)

4 years

Conjoint degrees combine two bachelor’s
degrees into one degree. Unlike double
degrees, these must be completed at the
same time, and involve a much higher
workload each year. There are currently five
conjoint degrees that we offer:

Majors/minors

As required/permitted for each
Maximum of one major in each
degree. Multiple majors (eg, double degree. Minors may be possible;
major in a single degree) and
and a minor is required for the BA.
minors are possible.

Number of
qualifications gained

Two – you gain both degrees

Sometimes there are quicker, cheaper and
higher-level options that can be gained
rather than doing a double or conjoint
degree. Talk to a Liaison Officer/Future
Student Advisor about these.

Double degrees

• Conjoint BA/BCom
• Conjoint BA/BSc
• Conjoint BCom/BSc
• Conjoint BProdDesign/BCom
• Conjoint BProdDesign/BSc
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One – a conjoint combines the
courses into just one degree

Certificates and diplomas

Certificate in Arts

Subjects

Study information

Anthropology

Human Services

Art History and
Theory

Japanese

Chinese

Linguistics

Cinema Studies

Māori and Indigenous
Studies

Classics

Mathematics

Cultural Studies

Media and
Communication

Digital Humanities

Music

Economics

Philosophy

Education

Political Science and
International Relations

English

Psychology

English Language

Russian

European and
European Union
Studies

Sociology

French

Spanish

Geography

Statistics

German

Te Reo Māori

Certificate in Arts – example degree structure
Year 1
100 or 200 100 or 200 100 or 200 100 or 200
Level

Level

Level

Level Level

Level

Arts subject (eg, Anthropology)
Each block represents a 15-point course.
This diagram is an example only – other combinations are possible.
For full course requirements, go to www.canterbury.ac.nz/regulations

The Certificate in Arts is an option of study
if you are unsure if university is for you.
It gives you a taste of what a university
degree could involve. It is also a great
way to gain knowledge in a subject that
interests you without taking a full 3-year
bachelor’s degree.
canterbury.ac.nz/courses

Highlights
• Study from a range of subjects which
offer field trips, real-world case studies,
projects and more.
• Study four standard courses of your
choice at 100 and/or 200-level in no more
than two subjects.
• This Certificate can be studied full-time
in 6 months or part-time for up to 5 years.
• Can be used as a stepping stone to
the Bachelor of Arts with the ability to
transfer your credits to that degree.

History

canterbury.ac.nz
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More to learn
2023

2023

2023

2023

Arts,
Humanities
and Social
Sciences

Business
Umanga

Computer and
Information
Systems

Creative
Arts
Toi Auaha

Bachelor of:
Arts

Rorohiko
me te Pūnaha
Pārongo

Communication

Bachelor of:

Commerce

Arts

Health Sciences

Commerce

Bachelor of:

Bachelor of:

Social and Environmental Sustainability

Communication

Data Science

Arts

Science

Data Science

Engineering with Honours

Fine Arts

Social Work with Honours

Social and Environmental Sustainability

Product Design

Music

Youth and Community Leadership

Science

Science

Product Design

2023

2023

2023

2023

Education
and Teaching

Engineering
and Product
Design

Health, Sport
and Wellbeing

Language and
Culture

Hauora,
Hākinakina
me te Oranga

Mātai Reo
me te Ahurea

Mātauranga
me te Ako

Pūhanga me te
Hanga Otinga

Bachelor of:
Arts
Engineering with Honours

Bachelor of Arts

Health Sciences

Ako: Bachelor of Teaching and Learning
Graduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning

Science

Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning

Bachelor of:

Social Work with Honours

Master of Teaching and Learning
(Primary Education or Secondary Education)

Engineering with Honours

Speech and Language Pathology with Honours

Product Design

Sport Coaching

2023

2023

Law and
Criminal
Justice

Sciences
and the
Environment

Ture me te
Muru Taihara

Pūtaiao
me te Taiao
Bachelor of:
Arts
Data Science
Environmental Science with Honours
Engineering with Honours
Forestry Science

Bachelor of:

Health Sciences

Law

Science

Criminal Justice

Social and Environmental Sustainability
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Bachelor of:
Arts
Communication
Social and Environmental Sustainability
Speech and Language Pathology
with Honours

Next Steps

Get support

We want you have the
best possible education
experience. From the
moment you arrive on
campus, we provide
support, with teams
including the UC Equity
and Disability Centre,
Student Care, and UC Rec
Centre. UC is here every
step of the way during
your studies and beyond.
Te Pātaka, the new centrally located student
services hub, is located on levels 2 and 3
in the Puaka-James Hight building (central
library). You will find both academic and
pastoral services in one location as is a
great place to receive support.

Pastoral Care
The Education (Pastoral Care of Tertiary and
International Learners) Code of Practice
2021 is designed to guide institutions in
their practice and to protect international
students when they study in Aotearoa. UC
is a signatory to the Code and is required to
meet the standards set by the New Zealand
government.
nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/tertiaryand-international-learners-code

Atawhai Ākonga | Student Care
Our Student Care services offer one-on-one
confidential support for personal, financial,
academic, and wellbeing concerns. The
service is free to access and available to all
students at UC, on and off campus, whether
you are domestic or an international
student. The team at student care will
develop personalised strategies, or lead you
to other specific services, to resolve your
individual issues.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/needtotalk

Te Ratonga Whaikaha
Equity and Disability Services
UC offers Equity and Disability support for any
condition that may affect your studies. This
includes injuries, learning difficulties, medical
conditions, mental health conditions, and
more. We offer academic support by test and
exam special arrangements, practical support,
assistive technology, and information in
alternate formats.
canterbury.ac.nz/equity-disability

Te Whare Hauora o UC
Health Centre
UC offers quality, affordable healthcare
on campus, including medical care and
counselling services.
canterbury.ac.nz/healthcentre

UC RecCentre
Look after your mental and physical
wellbeing by getting involved in the many
activities offered by the team at UC Rec
& Sport, including the on-campus sport
and fitness facility the UC RecCentre. You
will find social sport leagues, group fitness
classes, a climbing wall, fully equipped gym,
and more.
canterbury.ac.nz/ucreccentre
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Pokapū Pūkenga Ako
Academic Skills Centre (ASC)
The Academic Skills Centre is a free advisory
service and resource hub that focuses on
writing and study strategies to maximise
your achievement at all levels. We offer
individual consultations with a learning
advisor to discuss methods that will help
you, as well as workshops, seminars, online
resources, and more.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/asc

Te Waka Pākākano – Support
for Māori, Pacific, and
Rainbow students
Te Waka Pākākano offers a range of
culturally appropriate services for Māori,
Pacific, and Rainbow students. This includes
trained Kaiurungi (Māori Student Advisors),
Pacific Advisors, and a Rainbow Advisor
who can provide you with advice and
support programmes such as tutoring, and
a range of engagement events from formal
graduations to informal barbeques.

Māori Student Support
Te Ao Mārama is the centre for all Māori
support. Here Te Waka Pākākano gives
all ākonga Māori support throughout
their studies. We offer many events and
workshops throughout the year for you to
meet other students and staff.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/akonga-maori

Pasifika Student Support
The Pacific Development Team is here to
help Pasifika students by providing advice
and pastoral care. We offer free tutoring,
academic writing support, exam workshops
and events to meet other Pasifika students
and staff.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/pasifika

Rainbow Student Support

University of Canterbury
Students’ Association (UCSA)
The UCSA is a non-profit organisation that
exists to help all students succeed and
belong at UC. We offer advocacy services,
dental and optometry services, welfare and
financial services, advisory groups, class
reps, social events, and more.
ucsa.org.nz

Careers, Internships
and Employment
Identify your strengths, explore career
options, and plan the best way to reach
your goals. Have your CV checked, learn
interview skills, or book an appointment
with a Careers Advisor for one-on-one
advice.
canterbury.ac.nz/careers

UC aims to provide a welcoming and
inclusive environment, and recognises
that belonging is important for everyone.
UC supports rainbow students and staff
with assistance on and off campus, and
celebrates sexual and gender diversity
on campus.
canterbury.ac.nz/support/get-support
/lgbtqi

canterbury.ac.nz
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How to apply step by step
The Enrolment Process
All students enrolling at UC will follow the same enrolment process using the online enrolment portal called myUC. There may be some
additional steps depending on your situation.

1.

Prepare
•
•
•
•

Check you meet admission requirements.
Plan your study.
Check if your chosen qualification/courses have an early closing date or require an additional application.
Apply for your student loan, scholarships, accommodation (if applicable).

2.

Apply to Enrol

3.

Add your courses

• Submit an Application to Enrol in myUC.
• Provide your personal details (such as contact details, citizenship, ethnicity, learning history, and learning needs).
• Agree to the Student Declaration.

• Select your courses in your Application to Enrol in myUC, making sure you choose the correct occurrence for each
course (semester and site codes).
• Complete your Application to Enrol.

Accept your Enrolment Agreement

4.

Domestic students and international students studying offshore
• Once UC has assessed your eligibility for admission to the University, your results from high school and/or any other
study you’ve completed, checked your identity in the NSI, and checked your admission to the qualification(s) and
course(s) you’ve chosen, you will receive an Enrolment Agreement.
• Accept your Enrolment Agreement in myUC.
International students studying on campus
• You will need to attend an Enrolment in Person session with a valid visa (to study at UC in 2023) to receive your
Enrolment Agreement.

5.

Pay your fees
• You will need to arrange payment of your tuition and non-tuition fees (eg, the Student Services Levy). A number of
payment options are available.

Waiting on secondary/high school results?
You’ll receive a Conditional Offer of Place.
Once your results are available (normally mid-January) and your admission to UC is confirmed, we will email you an Enrolment Agreement.
International students studying on campus will receive an Offer of Place and will need to attend an Enrolment in Person session.
Once you have accepted your Enrolment Agreement and arranged payment of your fees you have completed the Enrolment Process.
You will receive a ‘Welcome to UC’ email together with an ‘Activate your UC IT Account’ email. This will get you started!
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For the most up-to-date information, please check our website.

Whakapā mai | Contact us
Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha
University of Canterbury
T: +64 3 369 3999
Freephone in NZ: 0800 VARSITY (827 748)
E: AskUC Chat is available between
8am–5.15pm Monday–Friday
(except NZ public holidays).
canterbury.ac.nz
Te Rōpū Takawaenga | Liaison Office

Useful UC links
Enrol

canterbury.ac.nz/enrol

facebook.com/
universitycanterbury

Fees

instagram.com/ucnz

canterbury.ac.nz/get-started/fees

Code of Practice
canterbury.ac.nz/support/code

canterbury.ac.nz/engage
/school-resources/liaison

Clubs and Societies

Te Kaupeka Toi Tangata | Faculty of Arts
canterbury.ac.nz/arts

Support Services

Te Kura Umanga | UC Business School
canterbury.ac.nz/business
Te Kaupeka Ako | Faculty of Education
canterbury.ac.nz/education
Te Kaupeka Pūhanga
Faculty of Engineering
canterbury.ac.nz/engineering
Te Kaupeka Oranga | Faculty of Health
canterbury.ac.nz/health
Te Kaupeka Ture | Faculty of Law
canterbury.ac.nz/law
Te Kaupeka Pūtaiao | Faculty of Science
canterbury.ac.nz/science

UC social media

canterbury.ac.nz/life/studentlife/clubs
canterbury.ac.nz/support

Te Rōpū Rapuara | UC Careers
canterbury.ac.nz/careers

Te Waka Pākākano

twitter.com/ucnz
snapchat.com/add/uc.nz
youtube.com/
UniversityCanterbury
linkedin.com/school/
university-of-canterbury
Proud supporters of

canterbury.ac.nz/support/akonga-maori

UC Pasifika

canterbury.ac.nz/support/pasifika

Whare Hauora | UC Health Centre
canterbury.ac.nz/healthcentre

Emergency
canterbury.ac.nz/support/emergency

On campus
0800 823 637 or (03) 364 2111

Police, fire, or ambulance
111

Our wellbeing hub has all the
information in one place:
canterbury.ac.nz/support
/wellbeing-hub

40

canterbury.ac.nz

33

Rā Tōmene
Open Day
Discover your degree options.
Explore our campus.
Experience student life.

Book Now

For more information, visit
canterbury.ac.nz/openday

