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“We need 

to gather 

all the 

litterers 

and throw 

them 

away.” 

 

Anonymous 

Introduction  

 

Because the University is such a large, dynamic body of people it 

hosts a wide variety of exciting and high-profile student events. These 

events span from small club barbeques to the bigger events like the 

Faculty Club Balls and Orientation Festival.  

Every event is the result of a lot of time and energy. As event 

organisers will know, the amount of products and services required to 

make an event happen can be huge. This guide is designed to 

facilitate that process by providing waste-wise, more sustainable 

alternatives to the goods and services that go into making an event 

happen.  
 

Why Have a Minimum Waste Event? 

A large amount of recyclable / reusable / reducible waste is being sent 

to landfill each year out of the University. This waste comes from the 

many different segments of the University community: from staff and 

students, clubs and societies, cafes and bars. And much of this waste—

paper, plastic cups, food waste—can be recycled and there are even 

greener alternatives for some of the products used in events. 

Wile the short term goal may be to significantly reduce the waste 

generated by University events, the long term goal is to host events 

with a policy of zero-waste. Event organisers can help this process 

enormously by planning and managing waste-wise events.  
 

The Benefits of a Minimum Waste 

Event 

 Hosting a Waste-Wise or Zero Waste event can 

enhance your profile and put your club at the forefront 

of change in the University 

 Less time picking up rubbish after the event 

 Your sustainable club behaviour might get you 

recognised in the club awards at the end of the year 

with the Most Sustainable Club Award. 

 Develop a reputation as a visible, proactive and 

innovative leader in the shift towards sustainability. 

 Less waste to landfill means more space and better air 

and water quality 

 Doing your bit for the environment and for future 

generations of students 
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How to Minimise Waste at your 

Event  
 

There are a few general steps to follow when trying to minimise waste 
at your event. 
 

Get to Know Your Waste...  
This doesn’t mean diving into rubbish bins and analysing people’s food 

scraps...  
 

Just think about the all the things that you bring, provide or produce 
for your event. What are they made of? They may something as small 
as a paper ticket, or as massive as cans of beer… 
 

Once you have identified all the different products, services and 
materials you require to run your event then you can begin to look at 

ways to effectively minimise your waste. 
 

For example, a Club BBQ might require the following list: 

 

 Aluminium cans (Beer, Soft drink)  

 Beer  ( in glass bottles, cans or keg)  

 Food hygiene handling gloves 

        (no.2 recyclable)  

 Food (sausages, onions etc) 

 Paper napkins / Serviettes 

 A Barbeque with fuel source (eg. LPG) 

 Bread in plastic bags 

 Tomato sauce in plastic HDPE  

 Oil in glass or plastic container 

 Marquee / Tent  

 Promotional Material (posters, flyers advertising the event) 

 Plastic cups for drink 

 Furniture (chairs, tables etc) 

 

Talk to your suppliers / manufacturers and find out what the different 

products are made of. Find out if they have any alternatives to any 

packaging or products that cant be recycled or reused.  
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Sort it Out: the Waste Hierarchy 

After you’ve identified the waste you might produce 

the next step is to look at ways to minimise it. Most 
students will be familiar with the phrase ‘Reduce 
Reuse Recycle’ and the arrows that goes with it. But 

the slogan is better interpreted as a hierarchy of 
action, where reduce is the best action you can take, 

then reuse and finally recycle.  

 

Reduce 

Can you simply eliminate anything?  

(for help with this refer to the table on page 10, it should help you to 

identify which products you can eliminate, reuse and recycle) 

 

For example, with the BBQ you might ask the following questions 

 Can anything be bought in bulk? Eg. tomato sauce, beer kegs 

 Does everybody need a paper serviette for their sausage? 

 Is it possible to email everybody to let them know about the BBQ 

instead of printing flyers? 

 Can you use a clean energy source to fire up the BBQ? 

 

You may not be able to eliminate materials that are essential to the 

safety and hygiene—this is an important consideration at all events with 

food and beverages. 

 

Reuse 

You might decide that you need the particular ‘service’ that the product 

provides but can you find a more sustainable alternative? 

 

Some examples of reusable alternatives are  

 Using reusable / refillable cups or glasses, eg. reducing the quantity of 

disposable cups for beer etc 

 Returning some items to the supplier for further use, eg. using kegs or 

swappa crates. 

 Can you collect unwanted paper from the printers at Uni and print posters 

/ flyers on the other side? 

 Are there any second hand goods you could use to set up your stall? See 

Appendix B for more information about where exactly to find these go
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Recycle 

There might be some things that you feel are necessary for the event 

that cant be reduced or reused. In that case, find out if it can be recycled 

or composted. 

 

Materials that can be recycled in Christchurch include: 

 Aluminium cans (clean foil plates and pans are 

also okay, but not tinfoil) 

 Steel / Tin cans 

 Glass bottles and jars 

 PET plastic containers (these are plastics with the 

no.1 recycling symbol on them) 

 HDPE plastic containers (these are plastics with 

the no.2 recycling symbol) 

 Paper 

 Cardboard 

 Egg cartons and trays 

 Cardboard milk containers 

 

You can even recycle some things like cooking fat and oil, and 

polystyrene containers but you may have to arrange collection yourself.  

(see Appendix B for more information on who could collect this) 

 

If one of the materials you use in your event is not on the list of 

recyclables check with the supplier and see if it can be recycled directly 

through them. You could also check the Waste Minimisation and 

Recycling Directory for a list of businesses that take materials for reuse 

and recycling (see Appendix B) 

 

The following are generally not recycled in New Zealand: 

 Aluminium foil wrap (tinfoil) 

 Plastic plates and cutlery 

 Polystyrene cups 

 Composite materials containers 

 Tetra paks (waxy cardboard fruit juice containers) 

 

If a material is not recyclable there may be other alternatives. Check the 

Appendixes for more details about suppliers.
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Setting up a Recycling System 

When it come to Uni events and 

practical things you can do to make 

your event waste-wise setting up a 

recycling system is a logical step.  

 

As well as supplying the bins and 

organising the collection service you 

will need to find people to monitor 

and clear them and put up plenty of 

promotional material so that 

everybody attending the event is 

aware of the recycling facilities you 

offer them. 

 

Somebody will need to have responsibility for the following: 

 Sort out how many bins you’re going to need  

 Call up the Provider and /or organise the bins for the site 

 Monitor the bins during the event (this is to avoid contamination) 

 Clearing the bins  

 Promote and communicate the services (including signs and labels for the 

bins– you can get these free from the council-just phone up Diane 

Shelander-see Appendix B) 

 Removal of recyclables and rubbish  (the provider should cover pick up of 

the bins as well but make sure you verify this with them) 

  ...make sure that everybody is clear what they are responsible for as well! 

Furthermore, you should make sure you tell people about it so that your club, 

society, organisation can boost its reputation and get recognised for its efforts! 

 

Clever ways to cut the cost… 

If you’re only planning to have a small event then there might be some other 

options out there that you could think about trialling before you hit up the 

recycling companies to come and help you out.  

How about just getting some key members of your club to bring along their 

green crates to your event. When they’re all filled up you can just take a car load 

to your nearest eco-depot (see Appendix B). This is free (apart from a bit of 

petrol and pretty easy to do!) 

The University is equipped with recycling bins on the campus, so if you’re party / 

bbq or whatever is going to be on campus, just collect all the recyclables from 

your event (in the green crates…) and transfer them to the Uni bins– easy.
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