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1. Introduction 
The University of Canterbury (UC) has had a long history of sustainable initiatives. In fact, the 

University has been recognised as one of New Zealand’s leading tertiary institutions when it comes 

to sustainable developments. However, no clear history of the University’s initiatives has previously 

been compiled. 

 

The information in this report has been compiled by going through committee minutes from the  

Environment and Resource Use Committee (ERUC) from 1996 to 2003. By going through the 

minutes, key people that had been involved in different initiatives in the past were identified. They 

were contacted and willingly gave an interview. Many of the interviews led to other influential 

people, known as the snowball effect. Whenever possible, these were also contacted and preferably 

interviewed  in order to get a complete and accurate history. Altogether ten interviews were 

conducted, mainly face to face, but also over the phone. Some information was acquired through 

emails, while other valuable information was found in old editions of the student magazine ‘Canta’ 

and the staff publication ‘Chronicle’.  

 

In examining the history of sustainability at the University of Canterbury, this report has been 

divided chronologically into ten main sections. Beginning in the 1970s this report explains 

environmental initiatives started when the first environmentally related course was taught at the 

University of Canterbury. Furthermore, this report clarifies how the initial student club interested in 

environmental issues was formed in 1989, and how they focused mainly on environmental issues 

off campus. In time, the group changed its name to Kakariki Environmental Club and changed their 

focus to more local issues. How other clubs concentrating on being environmentally friendly and 

sustainable expanded over time is also mentioned. While the students got involved through the 

Environmental Club, the University staff did not  form their own committee until the mid 1990s. 

Common interest in environmental issues led to their first official meeting in March 1996. The 

committee, called Environment and Resource Use Committee (ERUC), focused first and foremost 

on matters regarding energy consumption on campus. It later included matters such as better 

recycling schemes and stream restorations. The focus of students and staff would often change 

according to the latest trends seen elsewhere in the world. Often ideas that were brought on campus 

were picked up from American trends. The segways are an example of how an overseas trip led to a 

far more efficient and cost reduced transport system around campus. Similarly, the Community 

Garden is an example on how a trend on the rise in Christchurch led to the approval from the 
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University to build a Community Garden on campus.  

2. The Curriculum 
Teaching environmental matters at UC goes as far back as the 1970s. Many of the lecturers who 

included environmental issues in their curriculum often did so out of their own initiative and 

interest in the matter.  

2.1. The first environmental courses 
Environmentally related courses were spread throughout various departments, such as Biology, 

Geography, Sociology, Engineering, Botany and Forestry1. In the 1970s, 'Ecology and Behavior' 

was taught at 100 level as part of a Biology course; Biol102. In the 1980s and 1990s, a Sociology 

course called 'Environmental Sociology' was taught. Furthermore, 'Applied Ecology' was taught at 

400 level2. 'Applied Ecology' taught sustainability issues with an emphasis on environmental issues 

facing humankind and the practical tools for ecological assessment of endangered communities, 

habitats and species. To give students an appreciation of ecology and ecological ethics, 'Animal 

ecology' was taught to civil engineers in their fourth year. During the course they had to do a project 

which minimized impact and was as sustainable as possible3. In 1984, a Geography course, 

Geog104, called 'Environment and Resources' was taught by Eric Pawson and ran until 1999. In the 

early 1990s, students in their final year of Chemical and Process Engineering had to complete the 

compulsory ENCH 460- called 'Process management'. This course included components such as 

environment and ethics. Also in Chemical and Process Engineering, 'Energy, Ecology and 

Economic systems' was taught until 20054. 

2.2. From environmental to sustainable 
Around the year 2000, more courses around sustainability made their way into the curriculum and 

in 2006, a link was created on the sustainability office’s web page which would direct you to the 

various study options on sustainability related courses5. In 2007, 149 courses were identified as 

being potentially related to sustainability. However, in 2008, the numbers of courses related to 

sustainability had decreased to 111. It needs to be taken into consideration that only ten of these 

were considered to be specifically on sustainability and taught in such a way that students learned 

                                                 
1 Kelvin Duncan: Interview, 16 December 2011, Christchurch. 
2 Email from Kelvin Duncan to Agnete Gundersen, 26 January 2012. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Email from John Peet to Agnete Gundersen, 27 January 2012, and 13 February 2012. 
5 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen, 16 February 2012, and UC Sustainability Office, Courses related to 

sustainability, (2011), http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/courses/arts.shtml. Accessed on 24 January 2012. 
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how to apply the principles and thereby given the opportunity to put them into practice6. In 2007, it 

was still the Geography, Natural Resource Engineering and Forestry department who taught the 

most sustainability related issues on campus. Maori, Philosophy and Political science, on the other 

hand, had little to no visible sustainability content, even if the course appeared to be relevant in its 

title7.  

3. Student Clubs and initiatives 
In addition to the various study options, The University of Canterbury also had a great variety of 

student clubs related to environmental and sustainable issues.  

3.1. The beginning of the UC Environmental Club 
According to Tim Jenkins, a previous Botany student at UC in the late 1980s, the UC’s very first 

environmental club started in 1989. It was started by people from the already existing Peace 

Group8. During 1989, Tim Jenkins hosted the ‘Environment Show’ on the student radio, RDU, 

where they had regular environmental and social topics interspersed with relevant music9. In 1990, 

Sean Weaver arrived at UC as a student and joined what was then called, ‘The University 

Environmental Group’. At this point the Environmental Group had about 30 members. In 1990, 

Sean became president and saw the potential for the club being something broader and wanted to 

get students engaged in issues that stretched beyond the University campus. The name was changed 

to the ‘Canterbury Environmental Council’. Further to that, they decided to decrease the 

membership fees to $1 and soon the club had over 250 members. The club also had many subgroups 

so that students could pursue their specific environmental interest. These would include topics such 

as oil pollution, animal welfare, and even a separate student group who would campaign towards 

saving the milk bottle10. Their focus in the early days was predominantly off campus around 

Christchurch and the wider New Zealand community11. Between 1990 and 1993, Sean had the 

leadership role for the ‘Canterbury Environmental Council’. The club and its subgroups would often 

get media coverage from newspapers, the local radio and even television for their various 

initiatives.  

                                                 
6 Anna-Maria Covich, A Convenient Place to Address an Inconvenient Truth?, (2007), p.7. 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/documents/A_Convenient_Place.pdf. Accessed on 26 January 2012. 
7 Anna-Maria Covich, A Convenient Place to Address an Inconvenient Truth?, (2007), p.7. 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/documents/A_Convenient_Place.pdf. Accessed on 26 January 2012. 
8 Email from Tim Jenkins to Matt Morris, 3 February 2012, Canta, Notices. Environment Group, Canta, Vol 59, No. 

11, 29 May 1989, p.15., and Canta, Notices. Environment Group, Canta, Vol 59, No. 12, 6  June 1989,  p.18.  
9 Email from Tim Jenkins to Matt Morris, 3 February 2012. 
10 Sean Weaver: Interview, 1 February 2012, Christchurch, and Kate Hewson: Interview, 30 November 2011, 

Christchurch. 
11 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen, 12 February 2012. 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/documents/A_Convenient_Place.pdf�
http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/documents/A_Convenient_Place.pdf�


 

6 

3.2. Kakariki Environmental Group 
In mid 1993, the president of the club, Sean Weaver left and the name of the Environmental Club 

changed to Kakariki Environmental Group12. Kakariki continued to promote and engage in 

environmental issues nationwide. Over time, their focus became more campus oriented  and they 

organized and participated in events in order to build a more socially just and environmentally 

sustainable campus and planet. Kakariki also gave its members a space to meet and discuss issues 

of interest13.  

 

In 2000 an organic BBQ outside the UCSA building was organized by Kakariki, both as a 

fundraiser and to raise awareness about the club. In the spring of 2002 another organic BBQ was 

held as part of the official opening of the Okeover Community Garden14. This event was organized 

with involvement from Environmental Projects Coordinator, Kate Hewson, who was hired earlier 

that year, along with members of Kakariki and the Community Garden. For both events organic 

lunches were made using ingredients from local sponsors and fresh veggies from the Community 

Garden15. In addition, disposable plates and forks made from potato and corn starch were used and 

could be composted on site with food scraps16. Even though these events were great successes, 

Kakariki and the community garden purposely separated, mainly to avoid Kakariki from being 

known as the gardening club17. In 2011, Kakariki was still very much enthusiastic in sustainable 

matters and the club kept having close relations with the Sustainability Office. 

 

Other clubs related to sustainability have been established at UC throughout the years as well. The 

‘UC Poverty and Fair Trade Club’ was started in 2006/2007 by Sam Willyams. In 2009, Sarah 

Campagnolo took over as president, but due to lack of enthusiasm and involvement from the club’s 

members the club gradually dissolved18. The ‘UC Potluck Club’, has aimed to be a network for 

anyone interested in cooking, baking, and potlucks. Furthermore, a vegetarian society on campus, 

called ‘VegeSoc’ has provided support for people exploring vegetarianism as part of eating in a 

more eco friendly manner. In regards to brewing, the ‘ABC-A Brew Club’, has been trying to get 

                                                 
12 Sean Weaver: Interview, 1 February 2012, Christchurch, and email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen 12 

February 2012. 
13 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen, 12 February 2012, and UC Sustainability Office, Clubs, (2011), 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/people/clubs.shtm. Accessed on 15 December2011. 
14 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen,  23 January 2012. 
15 Kate Hewson: Interview, 30 November 2011, Christchurch. 
16 University of Canterbury, Barbeque to celebrate community garden’s spring start, (10 October 2002), p.2. 

http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2002/37-16.pdf. Accessed on 19 January 2012. 
17 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen,  23 January 2012. 
18 Sarah Campagnolo: Interview, 21 January  2012, Christchurch. 

http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2002/37-16.pdf�
http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2002/37-16.pdf�
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students dedicated to home brewing beer, wine and spirits. The club has often made its appearance 

in events held by the Sustainability Office, either in the Community Garden or at Sustainability 

House, which the Sustainability Office moved into in 201119.  

 

For the first time in 2010, the UCSA ran the Green Club Award, initiated by the Sustainability 

Office. In their first year running the Brewing Club won. Home brewing in itself is a sustainable 

process that involves recycling, the use of local organic produce and it is far more sustainable than 

drinking imported brews from Europe20. In addition to the clubs above, ‘UC Bike’ has promoted 

bike riding and encouraged people to use their bike as a more sustainable way of transport. Finally, 

the 'University of Canterbury Amnesty International' ('UCAI'), 'Campus Greens' and 'Engineers 

without Borders', are all clubs that have raised and discussed issues of local community, social 

responsibility, ecological wisdom and confronted the challenges of poverty, sustainable 

development and social inequality21.  

3.3. Fair Trade products on campus 
Over the years as students got more involved in sustainability related matters, the lack of Fair Trade 

products on campus was raised. In 2005, Fair Trade coffee was introduced as an option at UC. The 

two privately owned café’s, Café101 and Reboot, have been encouraging their customers to choose 

Fair Trade. Reboot also started selling Trade Aid hot chocolate and both cafes offer Fair Trade 

chocolate. In 2011, the UCSA owned café’s decided to change their coffee provider and signed a 

coffee deal with Utz. Utz aim has been to implement the worldwide standard for socially and 

environmentally responsible coffee production and sourcing, while Fair Trade aims for more ethical 

standards22. In late 2011 the UCSA reversed their decision and returned to fair trade coffee imported 

by Trade Aid. The UCSA café’s have been instructing their food providers to use free range eggs 

whenever possible. In addition, there has been a general increase in the awareness of  buying local 

produce. Café’101 and Reboot have their coffee beans roasted by a Christchurch owned company 

and their food has mostly been made from scratch23. Kate Hewson, the Environmental Projects 

Coordinator, always used Fair Trade products, such as tea, coffee, sugar and chocolate since she 

                                                 
19 Sharon Mc Iver: Interview, 26 January  2012, Christchurch. 
20 Matthew Morris, Brewing Club wins Green Club Award, (2010), p. 1. 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/newsletter/Sustainability_News_Nov_2010.pdf. Accessed on 20 January 2012. 
21 University of Canterbury, Clubs, (2011), http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/people/clubs.shtml. Accessed on 23 

January 2012. 
22 Mario Fichtner, Food Matters, (2011), p. 11. http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/summer/Food_Matters.pdf. 

Accessed on 8 December 2011. 
23 UC Sustainability Office, What can you do?,(2011), 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/what_can_you_do/cafes.shtml. Accessed on 14 December 2011. 

http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/newsletter/Sustainability_News_Nov_2010.pdf�
http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/people/clubs.shtml�
http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/summer/Food_Matters.pdf�
http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/what_can_you_do/cafes.shtml�
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started, as an Environmental Projects coordinator in 2002, on all events she initiated. This was still 

being practiced at the Sustainability Office in 2012 when also cocoa powder was regularly used24.  

4. Energy 
‘People do not like to see that they are wasteful’ 

Kelvin Duncan on electricity consumption (2011). 

 

As mentioned there have been quite a few student clubs over the years. However, the students were 

not the only ones to have an interest in sustainable and environmental matters at the University of 

Canterbury. In the mid 1990s a few staff members decided to organise a group to better deal with 

environmental issues campus wide. 

4.1. The Environment and Resource Use Committee 
In March 1996, the Environment and Resource Use Committee (ERUC) had their inaugural 

meeting25. According to John Peet and Kelvin Duncan, both former lecturers at UC, the committee 

was formed through a common interest in environmental issues amongst academic staff in early 

1995. The meetings in 1995 were all unrecorded, except for a private diary record26. During 

ERUC’s first 1996 meeting, the issue of increased electricity consumption was raised27. Therefore, a 

student project was set up to investigate the UC’s electricity usage by April 199628.Even though the 

student failed to complete the project, some valuable and useful data came out of it29. In addition, a 

sub committee was set up to percolate individual responsibilities people had in regards to Energy 

Conservation30. Furthermore, a sub committees for paper recycling, transportation and the campus 

environment was suggested by Chairman Kelvin Duncan. In June 1996, it was decided that 

electricity consumption figures would be published in the ‘Chronicle’ on a monthly basis to remind 

staff to reduce their electricity consumption as there was no noticeable difference after sending out a 

staff memo31. According to Kelvin Duncan this was an effective way of cutting electricity cost as 

people did not like to see that they were wasteful32. At the same time a specialist firm was employed 

                                                 
24 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen, 27 January  2012. 
25 Environmental and Resource Use Committee (ERUC), ERUC Minutes, 14 March 1996, UC Sustainability Office 

Collection. 
26 Email from John Peet to Agnete Gundersen, 4 December 2011 and Kelvin Duncan: Interview 16 December 2011, 

Christchurch. 
27 ERUC, ERUC Minutes, 14 March 1996, UC Sustainability Office Collection. 
28 Ibid, April 1996. 
29 Ibid, 16 May1997. 
30 Ibid, 18 April 1996. 
31 Ibid, 20 June 1996. 
32 Kelvin Duncan: Interview, 16 December 2011, Christchurch. 
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to do a survey of the present energy efficiency and to assess further opportunities for efficiency33.  

4.2. Installation of electricity metering 
In September 1996 electricity metering was installed in the Registry and the Chemical Engineering 

buildings34. As the committee progressed, more people got involved in ERUC. In May 1997, Peter 

Molony, the newly employed Building Registrar, and Rob Oudshoorn, the Works and Services 

Group Manager, both from Facilities Management (FM), started to regularly come to ERUC’s 

meetings. At the meeting in May 1997 the issue of the need for a full time energy manager was 

raised and a sub committee was set up to develop proposals in regards to energy savings and 

management35. In September 1998 it was not yet decided whether a full time energy manager or a 

consultant should be hired36. Finally, in June 1999, UC got an energy consultant, Kees Brinkman, 

who used to be the Energy Manager for Christchurch City Council37. A few months later, in 

November 1999, an energy efficiency consultant was retained for the design of 

Psychology/Sociology building38. It was recommended by Dr. Peet, in September 1998,  that 

Computer Services should have a default option on all computers so they would not be left on all 

night long in September 199839. In April 1999 the issue of PC’s left on was still unresolved40.  

4.3. Energy consumption 
ERUC suggested in mid 2000 that the University should have an award to raise the profile of 

environmental initiatives and achievements41. In May 2000, Rob Oudshoorn could finally report 

that there had been an overall reduction on the ‘Computer Power Management Energy Saving 

Initiative’ and advised that he considered the coal reduction to be at its maximum. Additionally, how 

to cut costs on water and sewerage got more attention and an audit was being done to look at the six 

worst buildings in regards to energy42. The audit was completed in mid 200043. In July 2000, the 

problem of installing energy saving features was resolved and the ability to switch off computers 

was in place in all, but five, departments. The ability to switch the computers off stopped energy 

growth. However, it did not show an instant decrease in consumption44.  

                                                 
33 ERUC, ERUC Minutes, 20 June 1996, UC Sustainability Office Collection. 
34 Ibid, 19 September 1996. 
35 Ibid, 16 May 1997. 
36 ERUC, ERUC Minutes, 11 September 1998, UC Sustainability Office Collection. 
37 Ibid, 15 June 1999. 
38 Ibid, 16 November 1999. 
39 Ibid, 11 September 1998, and John Peet: Interview, 1 December 2011, Christchurch. 
40 Ibid, 20 April 1999. 
41 Ibid, 17 May 2000. 
42 Ibid, 17 May 2000. 
43 Ibid, 19 July 2000. 
44 Ibid, 19 July 2000. 
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In 2000 it was estimated to be a total of 3,800 computers on campus and 1,000 of these did not have 

power management capability45. A brochure indicating power savings by switching off computers 

was sent out to all Head of Departments and to all secretaries46. Energy and electricity saving 

options continued being looked at and in July 2000 infra red sensors were the next project which 

needed funding47. In mid 2000, the energy use on campus was still considered to be too high and 

surprisingly so in the mornings, at night and even during the summer holidays. As a response to 

this, more meters to measure electricity use were put in48. This continued over Christmas 2000/2001 

when occupancy sensors were installed in lecture rooms49. It was later discovered that the reason for 

the high electricity use during the summer holiday was caused by computers left on and as the room 

got too hot, the air conditioning would start to cool down the room50. In April 2001, the Energy 

Management Group was still greatly concerned about the UC’s energy base load and decided to 

meet every three weeks to monitor the power use even closer51. The reason for the high electricity 

consumption at night was discovered. The cleaners who worked at night used to turn on all the 

lights on all floors before starting their work. As this was discovered, the routine was changed so 

that they would work in teams on the same floor rather than individually on separate floors. This 

resulted in an overall decrease in power usage and was firstly done to James Hight and the 

Commerce building. It did not result in a decrease campus wide, it did however, stop the increase52. 

 

In November 2001, the power consumption was once again increasing due to two new floors on the 

Psychology building and the installation of a cooling system in the PAMS building53. In August 

2001, UC was doing their part to ensure power cuts did not happen in the wake of the Government’s 

warning of possible power blackouts. UC’s response was mainly turning off the corridor lights 

along with the computer monitors when not in use54. During this period the power use dropped to 

over 14%. However, as soon as the need for power was less crucial the savings dropped down to 5 

%55. As part of the UC’s campaign to save power, surplus fluorescent tube lights were also taken 

                                                 
45 Ibid, 16 August 2000. 
46 Ibid, 19 July 2000. 
47 Ibid, 19 July 2000. 
48 Ibid, 16 August 2000. 
49 ERUC, ERUC minutes, 22 March 2001. 
50 John Peet: Interview, 1 December 2011, Christchurch. 
51 ERUC, ERUC Minutes, 26 April 2001, UC Sustainability Office Collection. 
52 Ibid, 26 April 2001. 
53 Ibid, 1 November 2001. 
54 Ian Henderson, Active power-saving measures being pursued around campus, (Chronicle 23 August 2001), p. 3. 

http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2001/36-13.pdf. Accessed on 10 February 2012. 
55 ERUC, ERUC minutes, 26 June 2003, Sustainability Office Collection. 

http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2001/36-13.pdf�
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out. In addition, the library closed some its upper floors in the evenings along with certain lifts56. 

4.4. ERUC gets its first student representative 
 In September 2002, ERUC decided to include a student representative to regularly attend their 

meetings57. Furthermore, some main goals were set for them to strive towards, such as green space, 

paper use, carbon foot printing and more sustainable related matters in the curriculum58. Their 

continuation of electricity savings continued with upgrades to the lighting in the James Hight 

Library, such as motions sensors59. ERUC’s agenda, aims and goals remained mostly the same 

throughout their eight years of existing. However, the terminology changed somewhat over the 

years. What used to be called environmental issues in the early 1990s would rather be referred to as 

sustainable matters as they moved towards the turn of the century. Therefore, in October 2003 a 

name change for ERUC was discussed. ‘Sustainability Working Group’ was favoured. However, 

this suggestion was put forward at ERUC’s last meeting in October 2003. Their next meeting which 

was set to be organised in February/March 2004 never occurred60. The reason for their 

discontinuation is debatable, but it is likely that a restructure of all the committees at the University 

of Canterbury was the main reason. It was thought that the University had too many committees and 

sub committees at the time and they needed to cut back on some of them61. Luckily, a lot of good 

ground work had been laid throughout ERUC’s eight years. This work then continued through the 

committee’s previous members, along with the established cooperation with Facilities Management 

and the Environmental Project Coordinator, Kate Hewson. In 2009 Kate Hewson established a 

second sustainability position in the form of the Sustainable Practices Coordinator, and Matt Morris 

was employed to fill this role. With two full time permanent staff in sustainability roles, the decision 

was made to formally create the Sustainability Office. 

4.5. UC’s carbon foot print 
As the world gradually became aware of its impact on the environment, both nationally and 

internationally, the UC was trying to do its part. Over the years, terms such as carbon foot print had 

become a part of people’s vocabulary. As a step toward better energy efficiency, Tony Sellin was 

employed in June 2009 as the University of Canterbury’s Energy Manager. Since then, he has been 

                                                 
56 University of Canterbury, Lightening the power load, (Chronicle 22 May 2003), p. 2. 

http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2003/0307v38.pdf. 
57 ERUC, ERUC minutes,  16 September 2002, Sustainability Office Collection. 
58 Ibid, 28 August 2003. 
59 Ibid, and Peter Molony: Interview 25 January 2012, Christchurch. 
60 ERUC, ERUC minutes, 30 October 2003, Sustainability Office Collection. 
61 Peter Molony: Interview, 25 January 2012, Christchurch and John Peet: Interview, 1 December 2011, Christchurch 

and Kelvin Duncan: Interview, 16 December 2011, Christchurch. 

http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2003/0307v38.pdf�
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responsible for the implementation and management of energy, water and carbon emissions 

reductions at UC. By the end of November 2010, UC had signed off for the process of CEMARS; 

Certified Emissions Measurement And Reduction Scheme. The scheme basically consists of four 

main steps. First, the institution needed to measure its carbon footprint, in addition to manage and 

reduce its gas emissions. Then, an authorised verifier would go over the measurements before the 

institution could finally gain CEMARS certification62. The University got its verification in 

November 2011 and achieved its certification in December 201163.  

5. Recycling 
The Environment and Resource Use Committee (ERUC) first raised the issue of the University's 

disposal of paper, aluminium and plastic bottles in their June meeting in 199664. ERUC then looked 

into how recycling could be encouraged campus wide and also how to implement a collection of 

recyclable aluminium drink cans65.  

5.1. Cooperation with Christchurch City Council 
In August 1998, ERUC had decided to co operate with Christchurch City Council (CCC) to 

exchange ideas and find a better solution to recycling problems. Peter Falconer, Recycling and 

Refuse Officer and Christine Byrch, Waste Minimisation Officer attended the meeting and 

discussed external waste collection and a more effective, efficient and cheap approach towards 

internal recycling organisation66. At the same time, students, mainly from the Kakariki 

Environmental Club decided to dump large amounts of paper outside the Vice Chancellor’s office to 

make a point out of how much paper the UC actually were producing. This action made the VC 

realize the scale of paper waste and the demonstration gave him the extra push to get a better 

recycling scheme going67. At the same time, Peter Molony saw the need for someone to be in 

charge of recycling and other environmentally related issues on campus and added the role of a 

Recycling Coordinator. Jo O’Brien, a member of the Kakariki Environmental Club was appointed 

the role and thereby the first person to have a paid position to do environmental work at UC68. 

Cooperation with CCC gradually increased in 1998 and meetings were held to discuss waste 

                                                 
62 Carbon Zero, CEMARS certification, http://www.carbonzero.co.nz/options/cemars.asp. Accessed on 10 February 

2012, and email from Tony Sellin to Agnete Gundersen, 10 February 2012. 
63 Email from Tony Sellin to Agnete Gundersen, 10 February 2012. 
64 ERUC, ERUC minutes, 20 June 1996, Sustainability Office Collection. 
65 Ibid, 16 May 1997. 
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reduction and better ways to implement them at UC69. In June 1999, there was still no overall 

recycling system in place and the waste scheme was based upon individuals and departments taking 

the initiative themselves70.  

5.2. Recycling Coordinator 
 

‘The University generates large amounts of waste, enough to fill the entire Registry building in a 

year’.     

         Jo O’ Brien on campus waste (2001). 

 

In 2000, ERUC realised that Jo’s role as the Recycling Coordinator had expanded since its initial 

stage and suggested that the direction of the role needed to be revised. By June 2000, it was decided 

that the title should be changed from Recycling Coordinator to Environmental Projects 

Coordinator71.  

5.3. Recycling schemes 
By June 2000 paper and cardboard recycling was in place in the shape of burgundy coloured trays 

that were put in all offices and throughout the library72. In February 2001, Jo O’ Brien stated in an 

article in the 'Chronicle' that the UC produced enough waste to fill the entire Registry building in a 

year. She also brought to people’s attention that other items, besides paper and cardboard could be 

recycled as well73. By March 2001, two tonnes of paper was being recycled every week at UC and 

the whole campus was involved in the recycling scheme74. A month later, in April 2001, the 

Environmental Projects Coordinator, Jo O’ Brien, had decided to leave and it seemed unlikely that 

her position would be retained due to staff cut backs75. Kakariki got a petition going to make sure 

Jo’s position was kept. Support letters from CCC, ERUC, Christchurch Environment Centre, 

UCSA, the Transport Working Group and a number of academic staff members amongst others 

were written to the staff establishing committee76. All the effort paid off, the position was retained 

and advertised internally by August and filled by Kate Hewson in January 200277. As with Jo’s 

                                                 
69    ERUC, ERUC minutes, 9 October 1998, Sustainability Office Collection. 
70    Ibid, 15 June 1999. 
71    Ibid, 21 June 2000, and Kate Hewson: Interview, 30 November Christchurch. 
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73 Ben Weston, Recycling efforts take another leap, (Chronicle 15 February 2001) pp.1-2.    
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74 ERUC, ERUC minutes, 22 March 2001, Sustainability Office Collection. 
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position, Kate’s title and job description changed throughout the years. What started as an 

Environmental Projects Coordinator morphed into Environmental Advocate after a few years. Then, 

the job title changed to Sustainability Advocate, which was the position Dr. Matt Morris eventually 

took over after Kate left in 2010 (Matt having been employed in 2009 as Sustainable Practices 

Coordinator).78 Neither of these titles were considered separate jobs, instead they were an update of 

the job description and title as the job evolved.79  

5.4. Toxic cartridges and electronic waste 
The issue of toxic photocopy cartridges and how to dispose toxic waste got resolved by April 2001 

when a recycling scheme was set up. Each department would collect them in a box and when full, 

the University Warehouse would be contacted to collect them. The University Warehouse would 

also pick up computers and electrical equipment no longer in use80. Also in April 2001, an audit for 

paper and cardboard recycling showed that nine tons was produced every month81. In May 2002, 

the Environmental Projects Coordinator, Kate Hewson, wrote an article for the Chronicle on how 

the  departments were the largest source of University waste. On a more positive note, it also stated 

that compared to pre-recycling waste records, UC had sent close to 25% less departmental waste to 

landfill in the last year, equivalent to 60 tonnes less waste82. 

5.5. The first outdoor recycling station 
 In 2001, Jo O’Brien started a trial outdoor recycling station during Orientation Week. This scheme 

would collect glass and plastic bottles, and cans. Due to its great success, two outdoor recycling 

stations were set up; one outside James Hight café and the other outside the UCSA building83. 

Kakariki members would empty the bins and sort the recyclables into categories. Then, the sorted 

items would be dropped at the CCC transfer station for free by Facilities Managment. Eventually, 

the job got too big for the Kakariki volunteers and a student was employed to maintain the two 

recycling stations in 2002. Later, the on site sorting stopped and a paid waste contractor started 

picking up the unsorted recyclables at Facilities Management84. In 2008-2009, all the single rubbish 

bins outdoors were replaced with four bin sets to collect paper and cardboard, glass, plastics, cans, 
                                                                                                                                                                  

December 2012, and and Janice Wilson, New Environmental Coordinator keen to extend projects, (Chronicle 14 
February 2002) p. 3.,http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2002/37-02.pdf. Accessed on 9 February 2012. 
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79 Ibid. 
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food scarps and non recyclable rubbish85.  

5.6. Pilot recycling project and new summer scholarship students 
As the paper recycling scheme got in place paper issues were looked into as well. Some would be to 

encouraged double sided usage when printing and the reuse of single sided paper. Others would be 

to create awareness amongst students and staff  to differentiate between environmentally and non 

environmentally friendly paper86.  

 

In 2004, a pilot recycling project was established and tried out in three departments; Facilities 

Management, Continuing Education and Geography. These departments had the internal recycling 

scheme going until 2008/2009 when it was implemented throughout the whole University87.  Along 

with the implementation of the expanded recycling system, UC switched so that all UC waste would 

come under one combined campus contract. In addition, recycling for scrap metal and fluorescent 

light tubes became available as soon as it was available in Christchurch88. In 2009/2010, UC finally 

got full detailed waste disposal statistics for the first time. Previously, disposal details had been only 

available for some of the waste streams89. In the same year, an improved e-waste collection was 

piloted by Facilities Management and ICTS90.  

5.7. Waste Reduction Educator 
In 2009, Dr. Sharon McIver was first employed to help with the Eco my Flat competition. Later she 

entered the position as Waste Reduction Educator at the UC Sustainability Office. New colour 

systems and signage on the bins were in place by early 2012 to reflect the system used by 

Christchurch City Council and hopefully make it easier for staff and students to recycle in the 

future91.  

6. Environmental Plans 
Over the years several environmental plans have been drawn up. In spite of its many name changes, 

its content has largely remained the same. However, they all have one thing in common; they were 

never implemented. 
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6.1. Approval of the Environmental Policy Statement 
At ERUC’s meeting in March 1996, it was discussed how the environmental policy was not 

approved by the University Council and referred back in October 199592. The same meeting 

discussed how UC had entered into an Environmental Agreement with the government to reduce 

CO2 emissions93. In April 1996, a revised draft of the Environmental Policy Statement was 

considered and approved for submission to the University Council94. On 5 June 1996, the 

Environmental Policy Statement was approved by the University Council. The policy was a one 

page statement and the initial plan was to revise it every three years. Even though it was a good 

start, nothing really came of it95. One of the roles for ERUC in the early days was to inform and 

advise the Vice Chancellor on matters in the Environment Policy Statement96.  

6.2. The Talloires Declaration 
In 1997, it was suggested by the Chair of ERUC, Kelvin Duncan, that the University revisited 

signing both the New Zealand Heritage Declaration and the Talloires Declaration. At that time the 

UC did not sign Talloires because it was considered unnecessary when the University had a charter. 

The Talloires Declaration is an environmental sustainability agreement which originated in France. 

In 2000, it had been signed by 260 Universities, where only three were from the Australasian area97. 

At their July 1997 meeting, ERUC decided that they would put these declarations to the Chancellor 

to show that they would be worthwhile and consistent with the charter98. In October 1998, ERUC 

had their first meeting with the VC, Professor Le Grew attending. The VC stated that he saw the 

need for the University to develop an environmental policy and then an environmental plan99. After 

this meeting, the issue of environmental plans were not discussed again until mid 2000. ERUC’s 

chairman, Kelvin Duncan could advise that the University Environment Policy Statement was 

adopted by the previous Vice Chancellor and had been incorporated into the Canterbury Way 

Forward and the Strategic Plan. In addition, Talloires was again mentioned and it was indicated that 

there was a willingness to sign it100. In March 2001 it was stated that a suitable opportunity had not 

yet presented itself for the VC to sign the Talloires Declaration101. In March 2002, the Talloires 

Declaration was still being discussed. The question was raised to whether it was necessary to sign it 
                                                 
92 ERUC, ERUC minutes, 14 March 1996. Sustainability Office Collection 
93 Ibid. 
94 Ibid, 18 April 1996, and Kate Hewson: Interview 30 November 2011, Christchurch. 
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if the aspects were already covered in the University Charter or other University documents102. The 

fact that the Talloires Declaration covered far more aspects than the broad commitments the 

strategic documents had was mainly ignored103.  

6.3. Environmental Strategy 
In July 2002, a draft strategy was introduced to ERUC by the Environmental Projects Coordinator, 

Kate Hewson. It identified some key areas to focus on. Firstly, it saw it as crucial to have executive-

level leadership and support on environmental sustainability matters. Secondly, the greening of the 

campus and how the curriculum should include more courses with environmental sustainability 

components was mentioned. Finally,  the research aspects and community outreach were seen as 

important aspects. In addition, the strategy also included implementation of the Talloires 

Declaration104. In March 2003, ERUC tabled the draft Environment Sustainability Strategy with the 

VC’s office where it was given a sympathetic but cautious hearing. It was decided that an audit on 

sustainability and how it should be implemented was needed and that a subcommittee of VCO was 

to be set up. Also, that it needed to focus on three or four main ideas, such as green space105. Two 

months later, the progress on the Environment Sustainability was slow and the subcommittee has 

not yet met. In the end, the Environment Sustainability Strategy went nowhere106.  

6.4. Sustainability Strategies 
In 2006, the UC Sustainability Plan was drafted by Kate Hewson, Peter Molony and Bob Hall, 

incorporating discussions with the Sustainability Pilot groups and got signed off by Chief Operating 

Officer,Tom Gregg. Unfortunately, due to lack of support from the wider Senior Management Team 

it did not go anywhere107. Another attempt was made in 2008, when Ian Shaw, Pro Vice Chancellor 

of Science, was tasked to develop a sustainability strategy with a working group he chaired, an 

academic representative from each academic college, a student representative from UCSA and Kate 

Hewson108. This draft document was approved by the Senior Management Team (SMT) and seemed 

to be the first document destined to be fully implemented, especially since it had academic 

representation and had a SMT sign off. However, it did not get implemented. The strategy then 

moved on to the deputy vice Chancellor, Ian Town, who asked Eric Pawson to rework the Ian Shaw 

strategy into a new simplified document in 2009. Again, this strategy was never implemented either. 
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In 2011, the work on a new10 year strategy to become a more sustainable University was started by 

Matt Morris, the new Sustainability Advocate.109  

7. Green Buildings 

7.1. Erskine 
Over the years, the interest in and need for more sustainable and energy efficient buildings emerged 

at UC. In 1998, the Erskine building was completed and it was a noteworthy example of sustainable 

and energy efficient design110. Perhaps most gratifying was the fact that according to a student and 

staff survey conducted in 2001, the building was rated very high in terms of  lighting, air quality 

and its inside temperatures throughout the year111. Erskine's cooling system is obtained from a 

naturally occurring aquifer under the building, rather than a conventional refrigerated cooling 

system, which has helped with the building's energy efficiency 112.  

7.2. The School of Biological Science Building  
The School of Biological Science Building (SBS) was the first building to be looked at closely 

when it came to performance expected and its life cycle, instead of just the capital cost113. In July 

2004, The University of Canterbury hosted a 'Natural Step Framework' workshop. The workshop 

was held to build a team of UC staff, mainly from Geography, Continuing Education and Facilities 

Management, architects and consultants to make them familiar with and interested in a sustainable 

way of building114. The workshop explored visions, impacts and potential actions from both 

departmental and University wide perspectives. The Natural Step Framework is an international non 

profit organisation that started in Sweden in 1988. It provides clear definitions of what 

sustainability is and shows what it would look like to be sustainable115. In the end the framework 

was never implemented at the University of Canterbury, it was however used by Kate Hewson and 

staff members in the pilot departments on UC sustainability matters116. In addition, certain actions 

from the framework were used when building the School of Biological Science Building (SBS), 
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such as energy and water use, to make SBS as energy efficient as possible117. For making 'greener' 

and more sustainable  buildings, such as SBS, it is first of all the matter of longevity. A sustainable 

building, such as the SBS, would be expected to exceed 100 years118. In addition, double glazing 

needs to be fitted to all exterior windows to minimise heat loss. The SBS building also has energy 

efficient light fittings, natural ventilation, and it makes use of an existing artesian water well. ‘Smart 

flush’ toilets were installed to reduce water use. Another aspect was to find ways to reduce future 

maintenance. The result was rubber flooring in research laboratories and carpet tiles to reduce 

wastage and being able to do partial replacements when needed119. 

7.3. NZi3 Building and The Health Centre 
 In 2009/2010, the NZi3 Building was completed. The facility was later awarded a five- star green 

rating which made it the first educational building in New Zealand to be awarded such a rating. The 

NZi3 Building was built using mainly double glazing, natural ventilation and low water use fittings 

throughout the entire building. During construction, 60% of the building’s waste material was 

recycled and the use of PVC on flooring and cables was minimised. The Health Centre also goes 

under the 'Green Buildings' category. Even though the University did not go through the ranking 

process with the Health Centre, it is built along the same principles. It is fairly expensive to go 

through the accreditation process, but like the SBS and NZi3, it has double glazing and natural 

ventilation, insulated concrete floor slabs and uses energy efficient light fittings throughout120.  

8. Stream restoration 

8.1. The Three waterways 
There are three waterways that run through the University campus; Avon River, Okover stream and 

Ilam Stream. In 1997, Leanne O’Brien, an ecology/zoology student at UC, started a project with the 

Christchurch City Council (CCC) and the Kakariki Environment Club to improve the Avon River. 

Initially, native planting along the Avon next to the UCSA building was started121. In March 1998, 

Leanne, who was also known as the Kakariki Waterway Restoration Coordinator, was employed by 

the CCC to produce a preliminary Restoration Plan for the University’s three waterways. Later the 

same year the proposition to restore the waterways at UC received negative reaction from the 
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Grounds Department.122 However, in March 1999 ERUC reported that Kakariki was continuing to 

work with planting along the waterways.123 In late 1999, results were starting to become visible. 

The diversity in the waterways was coming back and results indicated that the quality of the water 

was good. Despite better water quality, tests showed that the copper content was too high and 

further tests were needed.124 In July 2000, a presentation was given by Leanne O’Brien on the 

restoration developments and activities of the Okeover stream over the past two years. The 

presentation was given at an ERUC meeting, where the participants were also informed that the 

Stream restoration project had partnerships with The University Grounds Staff, Kakariki 

Environment Club and Christchurch City Council.125 During the presentation the committee was 

also informed that a postgraduate group had met every Friday throughout the summer to plant. To 

provide a better habitat and create diversity it was decided that an island in the shallow Engineering 

pool area would be constructed.126  

 

A student from Bozeman University in Montana, USA, who worked on an Environmental 

Engineering Project, held a presentation on the problem with water returning from the air 

conditioning. The water temperature was often as high as 15 degrees and consequently the stagnant 

pool would rise above the optimal temperature for specimens. The student also raised the concern of 

chemical contamination.127  

 

In March 2001 it was reported that 250 native plants had been planted around the waterways and 

that they hoped to plant more as soon as the Kakariki Environmental Club got more funding. In the 

same month UC received a ‘Native Garden Award’ from the Christchurch City Council.128 Even 

though the initial planting started along the Avon River, it soon included the Okeover and Ilam 

Streams as well. These efforts could not have been done without the funding for reconstructions 

provided by the Christchurch City Council on several occasions.129 In May 2002 it was decided that 

the Upper Okeover Stream would be restored in collaboration with Facilities Management and 

Kakariki.130  
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8.2. The Canterbury Mudfish 
At some point the streams became so polluted that the Canterbury mudfish vanished. In September 

2002, ways to reinforce the mudfish were looked into.131 In a joint project, between the University 

of Canterbury and the Christchurch City Council, a 150 meter section catered for the restoration of 

the Canterbury mudfish.132 The project was successful for a while until the long finned eel, which is 

far less sensitive to pollution, probably ate all the mudfish.133  

8.3. Okeover Stream wins a gold award 
In 2004, Okeover Stream won a gold award for landscape design sustainability at the New Zealand 

Pride of Place Landscape Awards for its restoration work.134 The streams were cleaner than ever and 

in Okeover stream, the caddisflies and mayfly larva were reappearing and increasing in numbers for 

the first time in decades.135 To keep it this way the stream would need continuous upkeep and 

understanding from the local surrounding community. Consequently, in September 2011, a 

pamphlet was distributed to the local residents as part of a more extensive community engagement 

collaboration between Environment Canterbury and the University of Canterbury. This pamphlet 

showed the importance of the stream and how to avoid it from getting polluted all over again. 

Following the distribution of the pamphlets, an afternoon workshop was held to inform people 

about the local stream and its habitat.136 Later that year the Okeover Stream Community 

Engagement Project won a Green Gown Award from Australasian Campuses Towards 

Sustainability, presented to Sustainability Office representatives in Adelaide. 

9. Transport 
When it comes to transportation and sustainability there are a number of different initiatives that 

have been tried at the University of Canterbury. Some have failed while others are continuously 

evolving and being improved.  

9.1. Transport survey and car parking charges 
The very first transport survey at UC was done sometime during the 1970s according to Simon 
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Kingham. However, these surveys only started to be consistent every four years in 2000.137 The July 

2000 travel survey revealed that between 1993 and 2000 the proportion of students driving to UC 

had increased from 33 percent to 41 percent. Cycle use amongst students, on the other hand, had 

decreased from 38 percent to 15 percent. These numbers showed that even though staff and students 

stated in the survey that they ‘cared for the environment’, the survey showed otherwise.138 The 

decision to implement car parking charges was made in November 2002. The charges started off at 

$40 a year for a permit to park on campus. The ‘paying by coupon’ option was also available.139 The 

income from these charges went into building secure bike stands, improved pathway lighting and 

the introduction of bus tracking information displays.140 The desired effect from introducing car 

parking charges was to make people think twice about taking their car to campus, and rather use 

their bike, walk or use public transportation. Further to that, the University did not want to 

encourage increased car use by building more car parks. By 2012, the annual cost for a car parking 

permit had increased to $92.141  

9.2. Rideshare/Carpooling 
The ‘Rideshare’ (carpooling) initiative was started by Jo O’Brien and was up and running by March 

2001.142 Right from the beginning it provided internet matched car-pooling and transport 

information for University commuters.143 About 28 parking spaces were dedicated to ‘Rideshare’, 

which were scattered around campus in five different places. Unfortunately, this was not a 

successful initiative. It was easy to bend the rules and people took advantage of the priority parking 

benefits.144 Rideshare car parks were discontinued in 2011 following the Canterbury Earthquakes, 

when some car parks hosted tents for lectures, and many others were required for contractor 

vehicles. However, the initiative was picked back up again in early 2012, when UC joined ‘Jayride’, 

an on-line carpooling system.145 
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9.3. Secure bike stands 
The secure cycle stands were built in early 2003. The initiative was a response to the UC Transport 

Survey in 2000. The survey found that one of the issues that might encourage staff and students to 

bike to the University was better bike security. In the travel surveys conducted in 2004 and 2008, 

the security issue was rated much lower, which suggested that secure stands promoted the idea of 

bikes being safe if locked on campus.146 In 2012, there were four secure, fully covered bike stands 

around campus, each equipped with an air pump with pressure gauge. The secure cycle stands are 

accessed by swiping the Canterbury Card and are all under video surveillance.147 There is also 

ample parking for bikes at both open and covered cycle stands around campus. For cyclists who 

have biked long distances, there are also about half a dozen showers on campus.148  

9.4. Segways 
The first Segway Personal Transporter (PTs) was introduced by Chris Hawker in July 2006. Chris 

Hawker started as the Facilities and Operational Services Manager in early 2006. Chris saw an 

urgent need for improvement in the UC internal mail delivery system and to campus security. After 

seeing security guards on Segways at Atlanta Airport in the Unites States, he realised he had found a 

solution. The old method was to deliver mail by hand using heavy trays and two petrol driven mail 

vans. With the segways, the mail was delivered faster to the recipient. In addition, the operational 

cost was heavily reduced along with minimal heavy lifting and less inhalation of toxic fumes.149 

Another good reason for introducing the segways to UC was safety. The segways covered areas that 

were unreachable by car and it was a lot faster than walking. In 2012 there were six segways on 

campus. The mail service received two in 2006, while security received three in 2007. Lastly, the 

campus locksmith was given one in 2009.150  

9.5. Dr. Bike 
Dr. Bike is a free service for students and staff that started around 2007 by UC’s Sustainability 

Advocate, Kate Hewson. Kate had been researching similar schemes at North American 

Universities and got in touch with the University Mountain Bike Club (CUMBC) who helped get 

Dr. Bike up and running.151 The service provides a trained Dr. Bike mechanic to look at your bike 

                                                 
146 Email from Kate Hewson to Agnete Gundersen 23 January 2012. 
147 Chris Hawker: Interview 15 December 2011, Christchurch. 
148 Ibid. 
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and solve problems such as a punctured tyre or a rusty chain fixed for free.152  

10. Community Gardens 
In 2000 the work for the establishment of a Community Garden on campus started, initiated by 

enthusiastic members of the Kakariki Environment Club. By 2012, UC had established two 

Community Gardens. Okeover Community Garden is located on the main campus, while the 

second, Dovedale Community Garden, is located on Dovedale campus. 

 

The first proposal for a Community Garden was raised by Jo O’ Brien in mid 2000. This was at a 

time when Christchurch started to be known for their Community Gardens. Since the mid 90s the 

number of such gardens in and around Christchurch had increased dramatically. However, UC's 

garden was the first to be built west of the city.153 One can argue that since Community Gardens 

were a rising national and international trend at the time, perhaps this was one of the reasons why 

the proposal eventually got approved. It should also be mentioned that the idea  fitted well with 

UC’s policy statement in relation to environmental and resource matters, their social responsibility 

and their community outreach. In November 2000, a $3,000 grant was received from the 

Community Trust for the establishment of a Community Garden.154 At this point supporters from 

Environmental Projects in Facilities Management, Kakariki and the Student’s Association were also 

onboard.155 While a suitable site for the Community Garden was discussed a strong foundation on 

how the it would work was laid. First of all, it would be designed according to permacultural 

principles, using organic gardening methods. It would also reuse and recycle wherever possible and 

provide free food for garden volunteers to take home.156  

 

The Community Garden's main purpose was to provide free food for the student food bank, create a 

greater sense of community on campus and increase the interaction between staff and students. It 

was created as an informal recreation and learning space for students, staff in addition to anyone 

                                                 
152 UC Sustainability Office, Transport, (2011), http://www.sustain.canterbury.ac.nz/transport/cycling/facilities.shtml. 

Accessed on 15 December 2011, and Kathy Jordan: Interview 18 January 2012, Christchurch. 
153 Kate Hewson: Interview 30 November 2011, Christchurch, and University of Canterbury, Barbeque to celebrate 

community garden’s spring start, (10 October 2002), p.2.http://www.comsdev.canterbury.ac.nz/chronicle/2002/37-
16.pdf. Accessed on 19 January 2012. 

154 ERUC, ERUC minutes, November 2000, Sustainability Office Collection and Kate Hewson: Interview 30 
November 2011, Christchurch. 
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else being associated with the UC.157 In addition, educational workshops were planned to be held on 

site.158  

10.1. Okeover Community Garden 
Finally, in 2002, a grassy, shaded spot where nothing else could be built, along Engineering Road, 

was suggested and approved. The garden site took over some of the back sections of four University 

campus houses that were rented out to visiting researchers at UC.159 During mid 2002 the Okeover 

Community Garden was established and on the 19th of September 2002 the official opening was 

held on site. An organic BBQ with local produce and live music gathered over 200 people.160 At 

that time the garden was being run as a partnership between Kakariki and the Environmental 

Projects Coordinator, Kate Hewson along with assistance from the Grounds Staff and the UCSA.161 

Another organic BBQ was organised by Kate Hewson, and core community garden volunteers in 

April 2004. Once again the event used local produce, had live music and well over 250 staff, 

students and visitors came by to enjoy a barbecue lunch.162 These lunches were also an excellent 

way to attract new volunteers to the garden.163 Over the years, rather than hosting big events rarely, 

the Community Garden started hosting smaller events more frequent often with the pizza oven as 

the key attraction by making your own pizzas.164 

10.2. Community Garden workshops 
Since the opening in 2002, a great variety of workshops have been held at Okeover Community 

Garden. In the spring of 2004, a series of ‘intro to composting’ were held. These workshops were 

sponsored by CCC and were attended by staff, students and people in the local community.165. In 

2009, a series of spring gardening workshops were organised by the Sustainable Practices 

Coordinator, Matt Morris, and run in the Community Garden. Due to its success a decision to 

arrange weekly gardening groups was made. In 2010, twelve workshops were held during 

lunchtime on subjects such as organic gardening and permacultural methods. These sessions would 
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also provide its attendees with free seeds from ‘King’s Seeds’.166 The Okeover Community Garden 

also hosted Earthquake Response workshops after UC was back up and running again after the 

February 2011 earthquake.  

10.3. Dovedale Community Garden 
The most recent Community Garden, the Dovedale Community Garden, used to be a Horticultural 

Education Centre for the College of Education, until the summer of 2010/2011 when, in a 

collaboration between Sustainable Practices Coordinator Matt Morris and Facilities Management it 

turned into a Community Garden.167 Both Okeover and Dovedale Community Garden had regular 

working bees where the volunteers could help out in the garden and bring home fresh produce.168 

The Okeover working bees got started as soon as the approval for a Community Garden was 

granted, in the winter/spring of 2002.169  

10.4. Veggies for students 
Over the summer of 2011/2012, a pilot project was started by the Sustainability Office in 

collaboration with a local organic bio dynamic grower who each week would provide a box of fresh 

vegetables delivered to Sustainability House for pick up. This was done in an attempt to provide 

both students and staff with fresh and healthy food that was sustainably produced.170  

11. Eco my flat 
'I hope that the students involved in this competition will see how this big issue called 

sustainability relates to them personally and how they can pretty easily start to do something 

about it.'   

     Kate Hewson on the ‘Eco my Flat’ competition (2008). 

 

Students have been involved in environmental and sustainable initiatives on many different levels 

over the years at UC. However, most times they have been part of coursework or a project. In 
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contrast to this, the first official scholarship came about in 2007.171 With funding from Christchurch 

City Council, UC Sustainability, UCSA, and Campus Living Villages, Kate Hewson was able to 

receive nine students over the summer of 2007/2008.172 One of their main tasks was to come up 

with an idea to get more students engaged in sustainability, recycling and waste minimisation. Out 

of that came the idea for ‘Eco my Flat’. The first ‘Eco my Flat’ was held the following semester, in 

2008. About 20 flats signed up, and even though not all lasted until the end it was considered very 

successful. The fact that it was so successful made it a lot easier to get funding for future 

scholarships through Facilities Management and also from Christchurch City Council who wanted 

to help with waste minimisation.173 The competition was still running in 2011 with prizes for 

everyone who completed and participated at the workshops run by the Sustainability Office. The 

format has changed over the years, but the initial principals are still the same; how to make your flat 

more eco friendly in an easy and cheap way.174 The series of workshops have been open to all UC 

students who are flatting, but any staff or people from the wider community have also been 

welcomed.175 ‘Eco my Flat’ has been sponsored by a number of eco friendly and sustainable 

businesses from all over New Zealand.176  

12. Conclusion 
The University of Canterbury has seen a remarkable mix of environmental and sustainable 

initiatives over the years. Not only through the number of courses related to environmental issues, 

but also through the involvement of both students and staff in projects such as stream restoration 

and the community gardens. It seems evident that as time goes by people have become more 

conscious of the environment. Whether it was due to national trends at the time or international  

influence remains uncertain. 

  

Energy reductions were first mentioned at UC in the mid 1990s. However, the University will 

continue to focus on reducing the University's carbon foot print. When it comes to recycling an 

update is regularly needed to make bins and signs as clear and user friendly as possible for 

everyone. In modern society our impact on the environment has been mentioned increasingly in the 

media. This makes it difficult to deny the fact that we need to do something to become more 
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sustainable in the world we live in. Sustainability is not just about introducing the theme through 

the curriculum as part of something the students have to do. It is about gradually implementing 

ideas and concepts into daily routines so that they can be used in everyday life. Student initiatives 

such as ‘Eco my Flat’ and the Kakariki Environmental Club are perfect examples of how theory and 

practise can easily be combined into everyone's lives. As the University looks forward, it will 

inevitably develop more sustainable initiatives. Some will be a continuation and an update of the 

ones already started, while other will appear out of new ideas from within New Zealand or 

international inclinations. 
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