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Tēnā koutou

Unfortunately this 2018/19 edition of the 
Newsletter has been somewhat delayed due to 
the Covid lockdown. Nonetheless, we wanted to 
keep you up to date with happenings at the Law 
School and so it is a pleasure to address you in 
this edition.

This period has been one of great change, both 
for law schools and for the legal profession.  For 
us that meant that in 2019 I was lucky enough to 
be on sabbatical leave, and I want to pay tribute 
to Professor Liz Toomey who acted as Dean in my 
absence. Thank you, Liz, for doing a fantastic job!

Before updating you, however, there are two 
matters that I must particularly mention. One of 
those is of course the tragedy that unfolded in 
our very own quiet little city on the 15th of March 
2019. Most of us will always remember where we 
were as the dreadful events of that day unfolded. 
Members of our very own Law School community 
were affected in tragic ways. The repercussions 
of that day will echo around our city and country 
for a very long time. We will never be quite the 
same again. 

The other is to report that, as Mark Twain once 
said, ‘rumours of my death have been greatly 
exaggerated’! Many of you will be aware that I 
suffered a certain sudden health crisis very late 
in 2018, and you may perhaps be surprised to see 

me smiling here before you in this photograph! 
Professor Liz Toomey rose splendidly to the 
occasion, stepped in at very short notice and has 
very ably handled the role of Acting Dean in 2019 
during my convalescence. We are all immensely 
grateful to her. 

A further significant event has been a successful 
changing of the guard when Professor Karen 
Scott finished her term as Head of Department 
in 2018, to be replaced by Professor Neil Boister. 
Some of you may well remember Neil during 
his earlier sojourn at Canterbury, and a modest 
biographical note appears elsewhere in these 
pages! Karen gave outstanding service to the Law 
School and we have been very very lucky to have 
had her in that role. 

You will also read of quite a few labours and 
achievements in these pages, and I would not 
repeat them all now! But I will mention one or 
two that spring most readily to mind ~

Mr Simon Dorset, our Senior Tutor, was 
nominated for the 2018 UC “SuperStar” award 
which recognises individuals in UC who have 
made a genuine difference to the University’s 
ability to achieve its goals.

Professor Elisabeth McDonald was made a 
Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit for 
services to the law and education.

James Rapley, who has taught litigation for us for 
years, Andru Isac, a former colleague, and James 
Wilding – all UC graduates have been appointed 
Queens Counsel.

And another well-known graduate of the Law 
School, Sue McCormack, has been appointed 
Chancellor of the University from the beginning 
of 2019. Sue has been a member of the UC 
Council since 2009 and has a strong record of 
service to the University.

We were pleased to welcome back Ariana 
Johansson, who was on maternity leave, she 
takes up her role once again as a student advisor. 
On the administration side, we welcomed a good 
friend and colleague back to the team – Julie 
Scott, whom some of you might remember from 
the days before the earthquakes.

Dr Rhonda Powell left us. Rhonda will be 
remembered in the Law School particularly for 
her contribution to teaching, to the New Zealand 
Surrogacy research and to the very successful 
Feminist Judgments project.

It would be idle to deny that Law Schools have 
not always been in the news for the happiest of 

reasons in the last wee while. The law has fine 
traditions ~ of fairness, reasonableness, patience, 
thoroughness ~ of simple respect for the 
humanity of everyone. I hope that we all remain 
committed to those principles. 

The year has perhaps had slightly more than its 
usual set of challenges, but we have survived, 
and we continue to be in very good heart. So to 
everyone who has contributed to and supported 
the School to achieve this success, I say a 
heartfelt thank you. To our Emeritus Professors 
and other retired colleagues, to Heather, Fi and 
Julie in the office, to Simon, Margaret and Ariana 
on the front line with our students, to all our 
academic staff, to those in the wider College, 
and to our PVC Sonia Mazey. To those of you 
in the judiciary, the profession and other legal 
and connected spheres, I say thank you for your 
continued valued connection with us.

I also want to acknowledge the law firms, 
publishers and practitioners who support 
student prizes every year, of which we now 
have 29! In 2018, new prizes were established 
from LexisNexis, Kathryn Dalziel, Tavendale and 
Partners, and Taylor Shaw.

Thanks to everyone at Community Law for a 
special relationship we have which supports 
a significant number of fantastic internships, 
to Superintendent John Price, Steve Burdes 
and the Christchurch police for supporting the 
police internships, and to Leon Grice and the 
NZUS Council for the Washington Internship 
programme. And to all the Christchurch and 
other law firms which quietly provide many other 
internships for our students.

And a loud shout out to those in Wellington who 
are our fantastically engaged stakeholders in 
the BCJ programme – Mike Webb in Police, Aphra 
Green in Justice, and Darius Fagan in Corrections.

And finally, of course, I salute our hardworking, 
wonderful students and law student and criminal 
justice student societies, without whom the law 
school would not be a law school at all.

If I have missed anyone out, I apologise most 
sincerely, and hope you know who you are 
and know we remain very grateful to you 
nonetheless. Now, it only remains for me to wish 
you all well for the future. 

Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.

Ursula Cheer

From the Dean
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Staff News
Following the publication of New Zealand Land 
Law (Toomey, ed; 3 ed, ThomsonReuters) in 
December 2017, Professor Elizabeth Toomey and 
her co-authors spent a busy year updating all 
script in Land Law (looseleaf, ThomsonReuters) 
to meet the deadline of 8 November 2018 – the 
date the new Land Transfer Act 2017 came into 
force. After some very late nights, the team 
delivered on time! 

Elizabeth presented a number of conference 
papers on some of the significant features of the 
new Act: These included “Reverberations in the 
Torrens System” at Regulatory Issues in Property 
Law, Cambridge Centre for Property Law at the 
University of Cambridge (United Kingdom) and 
“Knocking at the Compensation Door – What 
Might a Deprived Owner Expect under the 
Land Transfer Act 2017?” at New Horizons for 
Torrens (Auckland University) where a number of 
international academics voiced their opinions on 
our new Act. 

She continues to explore the complexities of 
the Unit Titles Act 2010 and how these might 
be addressed. She presented two international 
papers to like-minded academics: “Covenants, 
Easements and Access Problems for Strata 
Titles” in Association for Law, Property and 
Society, 9th Annual Meeting, Faculty of Law, 
Maastricht University, Maastricht, Netherlands, 
and “Multi-dwelling Units on a Single Title: Does 
New Zealand’s Unit Titles Act 2010 demonstrate 
that a man’s house is not his castle?” at 
the International Research Forum on Multi-
owned Properties, University of Stellenbosch, 
Stellenbosch, South Africa. Vibrant discussions 
around this form of property ownership have 
resulted in subsequent publications. 

Elizabeth and her co-author, former student Colin 
Fife, completed their third edition of Sports Law 
in New Zealand, Kluwer Law International. This 
publication is a fond favourite of the Law and 
Sport students, especially those who are writing 
undergraduate research papers. 

In her disaster recovery research, Elizabeth 
continues to publish in Asian journals. 

In mid-2019 Professor Stephen Todd launched a 
new edition of Todd on Torts ~ formerly The Law 
of Torts in New Zealand. The work is now in its 
eighth edition, and it retains its status as the 
definitive work on the law of torts. Professor 
Todd, the principal author, is regarded as one 
of the world’s leading authorities on torts law. 
The occasion was celebrated at Wynn Williams’ 
offices in central Christchurch; Professor Todd 
acts as a consultant to the firm. 

Readers will recall that several years ago Professor 
Todd became the proud published author of 
Leading Cases In Song, in which the true stories 
~ reduced to their bare essentials ~ of real 
cases are performed to the music of Sir Arthur 
Sullivan’s melodies in Gilbert and Sullivan operas. 
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read of a 
recent successful dramatic rendition of some of 
these songs in an Australian state capital. 

In 2018 Professor Elisabeth McDonald was made 
a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit for 
services to the law and education.

Professor McDonald has 28 years’ experience as 
a university lecturer and has made a significant 
contribution to the review and reform of 
evidence-based law in New Zealand.

She held teaching and administrative positions 
at Victoria University’s Law School for a number 
of years and was appointed a Professor at the UC 
School of Law in 2016. 

In the late 1990s, Professor McDonald contributed 
to the Law Commission’s Women’s Access to 
Justice Project and on reform of evidence law in 
New Zealand. 

From 2009 to 2011 Professor McDonald 
researched new approaches to the prosecution 
and punishment of rape in New Zealand in 
collaboration with the Law Commission, which 
culminated in the publication of the 2011 book, 
From “Real Rape” to Real Justice: Prosecuting Rape 
in New Zealand (Victoria University Press, 2011). 
This book influenced the Law Commission’s 
recommendation of new processes and is now 
considered the country’s most authoritative text 
on the subject. 

In 2014 Professor McDonald received a 
Marsden Fund grant to research the myths and 
misconceptions surrounding the concept of rape, 
and their impact as barriers to fair trial processes.

Professor McDonald has been highly influential 
in the development of feminist legal perspectives 
in New Zealand and, with Dr Rhonda Powell, 
also formerly of the UC School of Law, was co-
convenor of the Feminist Judgments Project 
Aotearoa.

Professor McDonald is also now a contributing 
author to Adams on Criminal Law ~ Evidence. 

Dr Neil Boister is the Law School’s new Head of 
School, following the expiry of Professor Karen 
Scott’s term at the helm. 

Neil first joined the Law School in 2003, and 
later taught at Waikato before returning to the 
south in 2018. His main teaching interests are in 
criminal law and transnational criminal law, and 
the latter is also his principle research interest. 
Neil is married, with two daughters, and enjoys 
going surfing when he gets the chance.

Dr Annick Masselot was commissioned by the 
European Commission in 2018 to write a report 
on the enforcement of family leave rights in the 
Member States of the European Union as well 
as three States closely connected with the EU 
(Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein). 

The report aimed to support the adoption of a 
new European Union Directive to improve work-
life balance for working parents and carers, which 
strengthens and expands family-related leave 
measures as well as acknowledging the value of 
unpaid work that carers, predominantly women, 
shoulder in caring for dependents.

Annick was invited to present the results of 
the report to stake holders at the European 
Commission legal seminar in Brussels on 28 
November 2018.

The report was published early 2019 to coincide 
with adoption of the common position of the 
European parliament and the European Council 
on the Directive on Work-Life Balance: 

Annick Masselot, Thematic Report of the 
European network of legal experts in gender 
equality and non-discrimination: “Family leave: 
enforcement of the protection against dismissal 
and unfavourable treatment”, Publication of the 
European Union, November 2018. ISBN 978-92-79-
94192-4; DOI: 10.2838/39810, www.equalitylaw.
eu/downloads/4808-family-leave-enforcement-
of-the-protection-against-dismissal-and-
unfavourable-treatment-pdf-962-kb
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Dr Shea Esterling was selected in 2018 as the 
Early Career Scholar in international law for New 
Zealand by the Australian and New Zealand 
Society of International Law.  

Along with 3 colleagues from Australia, she met 
with other early career scholars from Canada, 
Japan and the US in Tokyo where she presented 
her research regarding the role of Indigenous 
Peoples as non-state actors in international 
law at the Seventh International Four Societies 
Conference.  The annual event is run through 
a competitive process by the international law 
societies of Australia and New Zealand, Canada, 

Japan, and the United States of America. A 
publication is forthcoming: Legitimacy, 
Participation and International Law Making: 
‘Fixing’ the Restitution of Cultural Property to 
Indigenous Peoples [2019]

In April 2019 Shea was invited by the University 
of Copenhagen in conjunction with The Danish 
National Research Foundation’s Centre of 
Excellence for International Courts [iCourts] to 
present her on-going research regarding the 
protection of cultural heritage in international 
criminal law. This involves exploring the concept 
of culture within the International Criminal Court 

ultimately revealing conflicting approaches to 
culture and their impacts on the protection of 
cultural heritage in armed conflict.  

In October 2019 Routledge published her 
manuscript, Indigenous Cultural Property 
and International Law: Chasing Culture.  The 
manuscript is based on her doctoral thesis and 
provides the first commentary on Article 11 of 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples which concerns the promotion and 
protection of indigenous cultural property 
including issues of redress. Ultimately, it uses 
this article as a vehicle to explore the role of 

Professor Karen Scott modestly asserts that 
the last year has been a bumper year for 
publications merely because a lot of things 
that had been in the pipeline for some time 
had come through! Here is her list!

Book chapters:

Karen. N. Scott, “Bycatch Mitigation and 
the Protection of Associated Species” in R. 
Caddell and E. Molenaar (eds), Strengthening 
International Fisheries Law in an Era of 
Changing Oceans (Hart, Oxford 2019) 165 – 187 
(peer reviewed book chapter).

Karen N. Scott, “Mind the Gap: Marine 
Geoengineering and the Law of the Sea” 
in Robert C. Beckman, Millicent McCreath, 
J. Ashley Roach, Zhen Sun (eds), High Seas 
Governance: Gaps and Challenges (Koninklijke 
Brill, Leiden, 2018) 34 – 56 (peer reviewed book 
chapter).

Duncan French and Karen N. Scott, 
“International Environmental Treaty Law” in 
Michael Bowman and Dino Kritsiotis (eds), 
Conceptual and Contextual Perspectives on the 
Modern Law of Treaties (Cambridge University 
Press, 2018) 677 – 709 (peer reviewed book 
chapter).

Karen N. Scott, “Ocean Acidification and 
Sustainable Development Goal 14: A Goal but 
No Target?” in Myron H. Nordquist, John Norton 
Moore, and Ronan Long (eds), The Marine 
Environment and United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal 14: Life below Water 
((Koninklijke Brill, Leiden) (2018) 323 – 341 (peer 
reviewed book chapter).

Karen N. Scott, “Legal Aspects of Climate 
Change” in International Ocean Institute – 
Canada (ed), The Future of Ocean Governance 
and Training: Essays in Honour of Elisabeth 
Mann Borgese (1918 – 2002) (Koninklijke Brill, 
Leiden) (2018) (peer reviewed book chapter) 
169 – 174.

Karen N. Scott, ‘Protecting the Commons in the 
Polar South: Progress and Prospects for Marine 
Protected Areas in the Antarctic’ in Keyuan Zou 
(ed), Global Commons and the Law of the Sea 
(Brill Nijhoff, Leiden) (2018) (peer reviewed book 
chapter) 326 – 343.

Journal Articles:

Karen N. Scott, “The Dynamic Evolution of 
International Environmental Law” (2018) 
Victoria University of Wellington Law 
Review 607 – 625 (refereed article, invited 
contribution).

Karen N. Scott, “Maritime Law Enforcement 
in New Zealand” 6 (2018) Korean Journal of 
International and Comparative Law 245 – 268 
(refereed article, invited contribution).

Conference Presentations

International:

Karen N. Scott, “Ocean Acidification and the 
Law of the Sea” The Law of the Sea and Climate 
Change. Part of the Solution or Representing 
Constraints, KG Jebsen Centre for the Law of 
the Sea, University of Tromsø, Norway, 28 – 29 
January 2019 (invited paper and fully funded by 
conference organisers).

Karen N. Scott, “Governing the Ocean 
Commons: Lessons from the Antarctic” 
Common Currents. Examining how we Govern 
the Ocean Commons, Berkley Law, University of 
California, Law of the Sea Institute, Columbia 
Law School, KIOST, 20 – 21 September 2018, New 
York, USA (invited paper and fully funded by 
conference organisers).

Karen N. Scott, ‘‘Area-based Protection 
Beyond National Jurisdiction’ Asia Pacific 
Ocean Law Institute Alliance (APOLIA) - 
KIOST Conference, Area Based Protection 
in the Asia Pacific (18 – 19 August), Sydney, 
Australia (conference co-convenor) (invited 
paper and fully funded by conference 
organisers).

Karen N. Scott, ‘Area-Based Protection 
Beyond National Jurisdiction: Challenges and 
Opportunities’ 78th Biennial Conference of the 
International Law Association, Developing 
International Law in Challenging Times (19 – 24 
August), Sydney, Australia.

Karen N. Scott, ‘Fixing Maritime Boundaries in 
Response to Sea Level Rise: Evolving Regional 
Custom in the Pacific’ 78th Biennial Conference 
of the International Law Association, 
Developing International Law in Challenging 
Times (19 – 24 August), Sydney, Australia.

Panellist on the ASIL/ ANZSIL Convened Panel 
on the topic of Trans-Pacific Challenges in 
Developing International Law at the 78th 
Biennial Conference of the International Law 
Association, Developing International Law in 
Challenging Times (19 – 24 August), Sydney, 
Australia.

Domestic:

Karen N. Scott, ‘The Ocean Acidification Regime 
Complex’, Commonwealth Ocean Acidification 
Action Group Workshop, 17 – 19 February 2019, 
University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand 
(part of the Commonwealth Blue Charter 
initiative, invited by Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, NZ).

Karen N. Scott, “A new International Agreement 
on the Conservation of Biodiversity Beyond 
National Jurisdiction: Prospects and Progress”, 
New Zealand Institute of International Affairs 
and United Nations Association (Canterbury 
Branch), University of Canterbury, 25 
September 2018.

Karen N. Scott, ‘Biodiversity Beyond National 
Jurisdiction in Antarctica: Does Globalism and 
Regionalism Co-exist or Collide?’ 26th Annual 
Conference of the Australian and New Zealand 
Society of International Law (ANZSIL) 5 – 7 July 
2018 (panel convenor).

Staff News



Indigenous Peoples in international law and in 
particular the limits of the latter in addressing 
indigenous rights. 

Shea also contributed a chapter, Reflections on 
International Justice as a Commemorative Process, 
in Catherine Gilbert (ed.), On Commemoration: 
‘Reflections on International Justice as a 
Commemorative Process’ (Peter Lang: December 
2019) (with M. John-Hopkins). 

Her essay explores how the international 
community has attempted to come to terms 
with legacies of large-scale abuses through 
international justice, albeit in a rather 
piecemeal and sporadic fashion, through state 
accountability under international human rights 
law and individual accountability international 
criminal law processes. She argues that while 
both processes have at their core the aim to 
end impunity and to promote reconciliation, an 
under-explored  by-product of these processes 
is that they bear witness to, and therefore 
commemorate abuses and atrocities.

This piece was first presented at the University 
of Oxford in October 2017 as part of the 
Mellon-Sawyer Seminar Series: Post-War: 
Commemoration, Reconstruction, Reconciliation. 
It is part of a broader project she is working on 
with Dr. Michael John-Hopkins (UK) regarding 
memory and preservation in international 
criminal law.

Dr Olivia Erdelyi has been busy coordinating 
with stakeholders in the domestic Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) scene and also had the pleasure 
to contribute to international AI policymaking:

Domestically, she is an invited member of 
the AI Forum NZ’s working group “Forging a 
Coordinated AI Strategy for NZ.” The group 
coordinates with government, industry, and 
academia in an effort to support government’s 
objectives in AI policymaking.

Internationally, the Government sent Olivia 
as an independent expert into the OECD’s AI 
expert group “AIGO” to represent NZ. AIGO is an 
informal, high-level expert group which had the 
mandate to put together a set of principles to 
foster ethical and responsible AI development 
and adoption. The group worked on the principles 
in four meetings between September 2018 and 
February 2019. The adopted text forms the basis 
of OECD’s Draft Council Recommendation on 
AI put forward by its Committee on Digital 
Economy Policy. 

The group’s last meeting was hosted by the 
World Government Summit 2019 held in Dubai 
back-to-back with the Global Governance of AI 
Roundtable. This was a collective intelligence 
exercise of about 250 international AI and policy 
experts from OECD, UN, IEEE, EU, and other policy, 
industry, and academic institutions to discuss 
ideas around multiple domains of AI governance.

The Royal Society Te Apārangi also invited Olivia 
to submit two expert opinions to support the 
Horizon Scanning Report (see the full title 
below). The Royal Society and the Australian 
Council of Learned Academies (commissioned 
by Australia’s Chief Scientist and the 
Commonwealth Science Council) undertook a 
comprehensive study into the opportunities and 
challenges presented by deployment of artificial 
intelligence in Australia and New Zealand. The 
study intends to inform policy considerations 
into the social, legal, ethical, technological 
and economic implications for broader use 
of artificial intelligence applications. Olivia 
submitted the following opinions, which will be 
published (we believe on the Royal Society and 
ACOLA’s websites) alongside the study once it is 
completed:

O. J. Erdelyi and G. Erdelyi, ‘Considerations on the 
Liability of Artificial Intelligence Systems,’ invited 
expert contribution to the Horizon Scanning 
Report ‘Deployment of Artificial Intelligence and 
What It Presents for Australia’ of the Australian 
Council of Learned Academics (ACOLA). 

O. J. Erdelyi, ‘Considerations on Regulating 
Artificial Intelligence in the Domestic and 
Global Context,’ invited expert contribution to 
the Horizon Scanning Report ‘Deployment of 
Artificial Intelligence and What It Presents for 
Australia’ of the Australian Council of Learned 
Academics (ACOLA). 

In February 2019 the Canterbury Law School 
Comparative Law Group, of which Dr John 
Hopkins is a leader, and the NZ Association 
for Comparative Law, held a Comparative Law 
Symposium in the Law School on the subject of 
Legal Pluralism in the 21st Century. 

The event brought together comparative lawyers 
from across New Zealand, Australia and the 
Pacific and featured keynote presentations 
from Professor Rostam Neuwirth, University of 
Macau and Professor Jennifer Corrin, University of 
Queensland as well as a number of presentations 
from UC scholars. The event proved a great 
success and will, it is hoped, lead to regular 
comparative law events as the Comparative Law 
Group develops.

Dr Hopkins was invited by the North American 
Humanitarian Response Initiative (NAHRI) to 
attend their working group on Response Teams 
and Personnel to present his work on Asia-Pacific 
regional co-operation in the field of Disaster 
Management. This event brought together 
representatives from Canada, the United States 
and Mexico as well as the three Red Cross 
Societies and the International Federation of the 
Red Cross.

Julie Scott joined the 
School of Law in 
September 2018 as an 
Administrator, although it 
would be more accurate to 
say she “re-joined the 
School of Law” having 
worked here in a similar 

role many years ago. For the past 10 years, Julie 
has been working as a School Administrator at 
Lincoln High School. She also volunteered as the 
Secretary for the school’s netball club, as well as 
coaching several teams over the years.

Julie is enjoying being back at the Law School 
and re-familiarising herself with the campus. Her 
main areas of responsibility are administration 
for the Bachelor of Criminal Justice, Law 
Postgraduate administration, events and seminar 
organisation and general assistance to the 
School PA and Academic Administrator.

As mentioned in the Dean’s column, Simon 
Dorset, our Senior Tutor, was a finalist in the 
2018 Staff of the Year awards, in the categories 
of Best Lecturer and Superstar of the year. Our 
Academic Administrator Heather Couch was 
nominated as Administrator of the Year.

Dr Rhonda Powell resigned from the Law 
School to commence practice as a barrister in 
Christchurch. 

Rhonda was a valued member of the teaching 
staff for several years, specialising in legal and 
political theory, especially human rights law and 
theory. She will be remembered particularly for 
her leadership in relation to Feminist Judgments 
of Aotearoa New Zealand, Te Rino, A Two-Stranded 
Rope.

Staff News
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A note from the Editor
Greetings, my friends! Whether by 
coincidence or causation, the first 
harbingers of climate change, with 
all its appalling predicaments, is 
mirrored by a slow but discernible 
increase in human society’s frantic 
stresses and madness. What can 
we do? Not a great deal, perhaps, 
in the great scheme of things, but 
at the very least there is one thing 
we can change ~ ourselves. In the 
long run, the only way we can 
improve the world is by improving 
ourselves. It is increasingly 
important, as it is more difficult, 
to find that inner understanding 
and serenity which consoles us 
as we perceive things sub specie 
aeternitatis. 

(But is it possible to be serene 
without being in some sense 
indifferent to the pain of others? 
But then, how would the world 
become a better place just because 
we made ourselves miserable also? 
These are hard questions…..) 

It might seem a step from the 
sublime to the ridiculous to move 
from the great drama and mystery 
of human life to the front cover 

photograph. But as the years 
march on I find more and more 
that my own craving for peace is 
satisfied in Nature ~ in my garden, 
in the bush…I have often thought 
that the closest that many of us 
approach to mindless bliss might 
be perhaps just a simple barefoot 
walk along a sandy beach, as the 
waves wash their way into our 
souls. ‘All of humanity’s problems’, 
Pascal thought, ‘stem from man’s 
inability to sit quietly in a room 
alone.’ And so as a small gesture 
in that direction, we chose Andrew 
Marvell’s ‘green shade’ for this 
year’s cover. 

As many of you will know, I have 
taught a variety of environmental 
and resource management law 
courses over the years. My interest 
in that area of the law arose 
naturally out of a love of the green 
and the wild. The subject has 
developed immensely over that 
time, in the complexity of both the 
law and the problems it attempts 
to grapple with. Canterbury’s 
environmental law teachers play 
their part in the battle. I have my 
doubts, alas, as to whether the 
lawyers and environmentalists 
are winning. I am continually 
dumbfounded and deeply saddened 
by the stupid unfeeling brutality 
with which our species increasingly, 
and more desperately, ransacks the 
earth itself. How can we stop it? 
We claw each other like a sinking 
ship’s passengers fighting for the 
lifeboats. That is, I fear, the real 
nature of our position.

Enough! Dum spiro, spero; as long 
as we breathe we continue to hope. 
It is all we can do. Hiding from the 
challenges of the future is not a 
solution. For good or ill, our world 
is changing very rapidly. Hold on 

tight. We are fulfilling the proverbial 
Chinese curse ~ we are living in 
‘interesting times’. As long as we 
can stay alive, it is going to be 
incredibly interesting to watch what 
happens to the world. And if we 
want a source of hope, we need look 
no further than the amazing variety 
and number of the activities of the 
Law school’s students, graduates 
and staff. Most of them will be 
working to make the world a better 
place, and their work will join that 
of countless others throughout the 
world. 

I hope this newsletter will help to 
maintain the undoubted family 
feeling which continues to bind 
Canterbury graduates together 
~ and I also hope you will find 
at least a handful of interesting 
items within. Please continue to 
tell us of changes of address, and 
of graduates who are not on our 
mailing list at all. And do write and 
tell us about yourselves ~ your lives, 
careers and meditations. Do keep 
in touch!

I should perhaps add that for a 
variety of practical reasons, this 
newsletter covers the period from 
July 2018 to June 2019. An item you 
do not see here may be awaiting its 
turn next year.

And, I should add finally that after 
many happy and contented years 
here in the dear old School of Law, 
I shall be retiring from full-time 
employment in the middle of 2020. 
Our world is falling apart, but it 
still contains many wonderful 
things. Life, at the best of times, is 
very short, I still have a great deal 
of energy, and hope to continue 
to drink from life’s rich cup. Carpe 
diem! Ave atque vale!

I wish you all the very best. Mind 
the sun. Stress is the killer.

David Round
or
The Editor,
School of Law Newsletter,
School of Law, University of 
Canterbury,
Private Bag 4800,
Christchurch 8140

Visit the Law School Website at
www.canterbury.ac.nz/law

LawME
LawME, a new initiative to 
ease first year students into 
university life, ran for the first 
time at the beginning of the 
first semester of 2019. LawME 
is a student-led mentoring 
scheme. 

Twenty six fabulous senior 
students were appointed as first 
year student mentors in late 

2018. They and representatives 
of the law student societies 
had input into the design of the 
programme. Then, for the first 
10 weeks of the first semester 
2019, the student mentors led 
groups of 20 first year students 
in weekly mentoring sessions. 
LawME was initiated in response 
to research undertaken in the 
law school that determined that 
many first year students do not 
feel well prepared by their high 
school experience for study at 

university. First year students 
received advice and tips at the 
weekly mentor sessions to help 
them successfully adjust to 
university life and law school 
and, more importantly, to build 
relationships and connections 
with other students in similar 
circumstances. 

The student mentors were 
themselves mentored by a group 
of law school staff: Lynne Taylor, 
Toni Collins, Sascha Mueller and 
Debbie Wilson. Our wonderful 
team of administrators (Heather 
Couch, Fiona Saunders and 
Julie Scott) also worked behind 
the scenes to put in place the 
administrative structure to allow 
the scheme to succeed.

A LawME group meets on the  
Law School lawn



2018 saw a good response to the Centre’s 
most recent publications: Ten Years of Tax: A 
Celebration of Professor Michael Littlewood’s 
First Decade at the University of Auckland 
Faculty of Law, 2003-2013 and Changing 
Landscape of Corporate Law in New Zealand 
edited by Professor Susan Watson (University of 
Auckland) and honouring Professor John Farrar. 

The Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law 
Prize for Excellence in Writing was awarded to 
Amuri Hughey-Cockerell for her research essay 
titled “Implementing Pay Equality in Practice”. 
This essay, supervised by UC Professor of Law 
Annick Masselot, collected qualitative data 
through semi-structured interviews using UC 
as a case study. Its recommendations could be 
applicable to businesses employing staff. 

While there were no publications in 2018, work 
continued on the forthcoming book titled: 
Perspectives on Commercial Surrogacy in New 
Zealand - Ethics, Law, Policy and Rights. This work, 
which considers some of the challenges raised 
by commercial surrogacy, contains the following 
chapters: 

1. Regulating Surrogacy in New Zealand:  
Evolving Policy and Cautious Liberalism under 
the HART Act 
Alison Douglass and Michael Legge

2. Compensation for Surrogates:  
Doing Public Policy 
Betty-Ann Kelly

3. New Zealand’s Approach to International 
Surrogacy: An Ethical Perspective 
Ruth Walker and Liezl van Zyl

4. Commercial Surrogacy and the Sale of 
Children: A Call to Action for the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child 
Natalie Baird

5. Surrogacy and Employment Law:  
Entitlement to Parental Rights Based on the 
Concept of Primary Carer 
Annick Masselot and Ira Schelp

6. Commercial Surrogacy as an Evolving Issue – 
What is the Role of the Feminist Voice? 
Holly Faulkner

7. Surrogacy and Exploitation: The Surrogate 
Mother’s Right to be Paid 
Rhonda Powell

8. Public Perceptions on Commercial Surrogacy 
in New Zealand  
Debra Wilson

The book was launched in June 2019. 

The Centre was also pleased to announce the 
provision of a number of scholarships for New 
Zealand based postgraduate students to attend 
the Fifth Biennial Conference of the New Zealand 
Labour Law Society in November 2019. 

For more information about these items,  
the Centre and its other publications  
please contact the Director of the Centre, 
Associate Professor Andrew Maples at  
andrew.maples@canterbury.ac.nz

The Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law, Inc
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Law School Research and Innovation

Indigenous Water Rights in 
Comparative Law 
Dr Elizabeth Macpherson

Dr Elizabeth Macpherson received 
a $16,589 grant in 2018 from the 
New Zealand Law Foundation to 
support her research on Indigenous 
water rights in comparative law. 
Indigenous rights to water are 
highly topical in many parts of the 
world, including in Aotearoa New 
Zealand, both before the courts and 
legislatures and in public debates 
around the management and 
sharing of water. 

Locally, the Waitangi Tribunal is 
currently hearing comprehensive 
claims concerning Māori rights to 
freshwater, raising major legal and 
political questions about whether 
anyone can ‘own’ water, and how 
Māori water rights should be 
reconciled with the rights of other 
users, in New Zealand water law and 
policy. At the same time, the New 
Zealand Government is conducting 
national freshwater reform. Water 
reform was a key election issue in 
2017 and generated fierce debate 
on the best way to allocate and 
protect water resources amongst 
concerns about inequitable water 
distribution and increasing impacts 
on water supply and health from 
industry, urbanisation, agriculture 
and climate change.

This research project responds 
to a pressing question in legal 
scholarship: how to include 
indigenous people in the 
distribution of water rights in 
regulatory regimes for water. 
The project considers that 
imperative in the context of two 
key (yet apparently conflicting) 
trajectories of contemporary 
water law and policy: (1) the 
tendency to ‘commoditise’ the 
natural environment and use 
private property rights and market 
mechanisms in water regulation; 
and (2) the tendency of domestic 
and international courts and 
legislatures to devise new legal 
mechanisms to protect the ‘rights 
of nature’ in water bodies such 
as rivers. To address the research 
question the project utilises a 
comparative, interdisciplinary, 
legal method, examining law in 
its historical and political context 
via comparative studies (Australia, 
Chile, Aotearoa New Zealand and 
Colombia). Given the uncertainty 
around Indigenous water rights 
at present, studies of comparative 
experience have direct value to 
New Zealand law reform and 
jurisprudence.

The research grant funded travel 
for archival and empirical research, 
research assistance and a research 
workshop involving international 
researchers on indigenous rights to 
water around the world, including 
Professor Jacinta Ruru (Otago), 
Professor Lee Godden (Melbourne), 
and Professor Maria del Pilar Garcia 
Pachón (Universidad Externado 
de Colombia). This occurred in 
December 2018. Main outputs for 
the project were a monograph, 
Indigenous Water Rights in Law 
and Regulation: Lessons from 
Comparative Experience (published 
in 2019, Cambridge University Press), 
a peer-reviewed journal article, 
and the research workshop. The 
research outputs will contribute 
novel, significant, and unpublished 
evidence and critical analysis about 
how Indigenous water rights are 
(and might be) provided for in 
contemporary water law and policy 
based on studies of comparative 
experience.

Burrows, Finn and Todd  
on the Law of Contract in  
New Zealand 
Edited by Jeremy Finn, Stephen 
Todd and Matthew Barber

The sixth edition of Burrows, Finn 
and Todd on the Law of Contract 
in New Zealand was published in 
2018. It is the leading book on New 
Zealand contract law and began life 
in 1961 as the New Zealand edition 
of the English text; Cheshire & 
Fifoot’s Law of Contract. 

John Burrows, Jeremy Finn and 
Stephen Todd, all lecturers at the 
University of Canterbury at the 
time, took over responsibility for 
this book when the seventh New 
Zealand edition was published in 
1988. 

In 1997, the book became The Law 
of Contract in New Zealand in order 
to reflect that a substantial part of 
the local law, as well as the content 
of the text, had diverged from its 
English roots. Burrows, Finn and 
Todd together wrote five editions 
of this new book, the last of these 
being published in 2016.

The sixth edition sees for the first 
time a change in its authorship. 
John Burrows decided that the time 
had come for him to retire, and 
Matthew Barber has now taken his 
place. 

John was responsible for seven 
chapters, and they all demonstrate 
his special ability to write prose that 
is clear and easy to read, whether 
the topic is straightforward, 
or convoluted and opaque, or 
somewhere in between. 

John is a master in explaining 
the law and in teasing out its 
finer points, he also excels in 
commenting on new developments 
in ways that are helpful and 
persuasive. The quality of his 
excellent work in preparing the 
preceding five editions continues 
to be reflected in this latest edition. 
His long-standing role in writing the 
book, alongside Finn and Todd, has 
been marked by it being renamed 
in this edition as Burrows, Finn and 
Todd on the Law of Contract in New 
Zealand. 

When the book appeared, scarcely 
two years had passed since the 
publication of the fifth edition, and 
the main driver for the early arrival 
of the sixth was the enactment of 
the Contract and Commercial Law 
Act 2017. 

This is a revision Act which is not 
intended to change the effect 
of the law, except as expressly 
provided. Rather, its purpose is to 
“to re-enact, in an up-to-date and 
accessible form, certain legislation 
relating to (a) contracts; and (b) the 
sale of goods; and (c) electronic 
transactions; and (d) the carriage 
of goods; and (e) various other 
commercial matters, including 
mercantile agents and bills of 
lading” (s 3). The passing of this 
omnibus statute has necessitated 
much significant rewriting and 
updating of the text throughout 
major parts of the book. The book 
also includes and discusses many 
new and significant cases from New 
Zealand and overseas that were 
decided in the interim.
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The Fair Trading Act 
Handbook 
Dr Debra Wilson

The Fair Trading Act is one of the 
most frequently used and widely 
recognised pieces of commercial, 
trading and consumer legislation in 
New Zealand. 

The Act’s broad language and wide 
scope means that it potentially 
has a role to play in almost every 
commercial transaction people 
might enter into, including 
contracts for services or for the 
purchase of goods or land, how 
goods or services are advertised 
or described, and to more ‘behind 
the scenes’ aspects of commercial 
transactions like ensuring that 
products or services offered meet 
minimum standards of safety and 
information disclosure. 

In 2013, the Fair Trading Amendment 
Act introduced several new 
provisions into the Act to ensure 
that it remained relevant in the new 
era of online purchasing, and to 
address emerging issues identified 
by consumers as significant to their 
purchasing decision-making. 

The Fair Trading Act Handbook is a 
successor to Trotman & Wilson, Fair 
Trading: Misleading or Deceptive 
Conduct, which focused specifically 
on the s9 prohibition on misleading 
or deceptive conduct and the 
remedies available for breach of 
that section. Its two editions have 
been widely used by practitioners 

and cited in the courts. 

With the introduction of a new 
purpose section and new provisions 
in 2013, and the anticipated 
increasing use of these and the 
other provisions, The Fair Trading 
Act Handbook provides a timely 
broadening of the respected 
commentary of its predecessor. 
It discusses all of the substantive 
provisions, as well as the civil 
and criminal remedies available 
following breach. It considers 
relevant cases on these provisions, 
and where information is 
available, discusses the Commerce 
Commission’s use of more informal 
means of educating traders to 
enhance compliance through the 
use of compliance advice and 
warning letters.

The author, Associate Professor 
Debra Wilson has a strong research 
reputation in Fair Trading Act and 
consumer law and has published 
numerous articles on this subject. 
Debra was the co-author of two 
editions of Fair Trading: Misleading 
or Deceptive Conduct, is the author 
of the ‘Fair Trading Act’ chapters 
in Commercial Law in New Zealand 
and Consumer Law in New Zealand, 
2nd edition, and is the New Zealand 
editor of the Trade Practices Law 
Journal and the Australian Journal of 
Competition and Consumer Law.

Borrin Foundation Research 
Grant – Prosecuting intimate 
partner sexual violence: 
Reforming trial processes for 
complainants with multiple 
vulnerabilities 
Professor Elisabeth McDonald

Professor Elisabeth McDonald is 
the lead researcher in this project, 
which attracted funding from 
the inaugural public funding 
application process of the Borrin 
Foundation. 

Chosen from more than 100 
expressions of interest, with an 
emphasis on contemporary high 
profile areas such as criminal 
justice, Professor McDonald and 
Paulette Benton-Greig (University of 
Waikato), were invited to submit a 
full proposal and present their ideas 

to the grant panel in mid-July 2018.

The work builds on Elisabeth’s 
Marsden-funded research on 
acquaintance rape trials, as well 
as her Law Foundation-funded 
project evaluating the specialist 
sexual violence court pilot – both of 
which are currently underway, with 
public consultation on the findings 
scheduled for August 2019.

The basis of this research question 
was the preliminary impressions 
gained from the Marsden study that 
complainants in intimate partner 
sexual violence (IPSV) cases are 
confronted with a combination of 
well-known misconceptions about 
how victims of family violence 
should behave (leave; seek help; 
resist; protect children) and rape 
mythology (that “real rape” is 
stranger rape and “real rape” victims 
behave in particular ways). 

Consequently many victims/
survivors of family violence face 
traumatic questioning in court 
about their role in the offending 
in ways that ignore vulnerabilities 
such as living with the effects of 
head injuries, addictions and socio-
economic disadvantage. There are 
very few trial process responses 
currently in place which address 
their particular situation.

While the prevention of and 
response to family violence is 
the focus of much legal and 
social-science research, there 
is a noticeable dearth of work 
examining the prosecution of 
serious sexual and physical violence 
that occurs within an intimate 
relationship. Very often these two 
aspects of gendered violence are 
dealt with in research and policy as 
separate issues in need of distinct 
responses. Although there are 
benefits to such an approach in 
some contexts, it has the effect of 
creating silos and overlooking an 
important environment in which 
both types of violence are dealt with 
together: the criminal trial process.

This work will therefore be a 
contribution to an under-developed 
area, using an internationally 
unique methodology involving 
analysis of annotated trial 

transcripts, 
evidential 
rulings, closing 
arguments and 
summings up in 20 jury trials 
which concern allegations of both 
rape and physical violence by an 
intimate partner. The aim is that by 
demonstrating the shortcomings 
of current practices and engaging 
community, legal sector and policy 
advisors in generating responses, 
the research will be a catalyst 
for systemic reform and the 
recommendations will lead to real 
and lasting change. 

The Disaster Law Research 
Group & QuakeCoRE  
(New Zealand Centre for 
Earthquake Resilience) 
Professor John Hopkins, Dr Toni 
Collins, Associate Professor Natalie 
Baird, Sascha Mueller

The Disaster Law Research Group 
continues to develop its expertise 
in the field of Disaster Law through 
a number of projects. In particular, 
members of the group continue 
to be involved in QuakeCoRE (New 
Zealand Centre for Earthquake 
Resilience). 

Professor John Hopkins and Dr 
Toni Collins were made Associate 
Investigators of QuakeCoRE in 2018 
and Associate Professor Natalie 
Baird and Sascha Mueller were 
awarded Strategic Grants examining 
Recovery from a Human Rights 
and Constitutional perspective 
respectively.

In addition, the Regulating 
Resilience project led by Professor 
Hopkins and Dr Collins has entered 
its second year. The project has 
been mapping the impact of 
current regulatory environment on 
preparations for a major seismic 
event in the Wellington region, with 
a particular focus on multi-storey 
buildings and the issue of cordons. 

In addition to work undertaken 
by the lead researchers a number 
of student projects funded by the 
project have examined various 
aspects of the issue.
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In 2019 the project turned to 
addressing the dangerous lacuna 
around regulatory tools capable 
of preparing Wellington (and New 
Zealand) for a catastrophic quake. 
Ways of resolving this gap, which 
the initial research has confirmed, 
were explored with an examination 
of overseas examples. In addition, 
the project is working with 
stakeholders (including Wellington 
City Council) and other QuakeCoRE 
researchers to develop a multi-
disciplinary response incorporating 
regulatory tools (both hard and soft) 
alongside other market and social 
mechanisms.

The results of stage two will inform 
the final stage of the project 
implementing these lessons into 
the New Zealand environment. 

Working with the engineers, 
scientists and other social 
scientists, the QuakeCoRE 
Wellington Resilience project will 
help ensure that when it comes, 
Wellington can survive its inevitable 
time of challenge. New Zealand 
cannot afford another Christchurch.

Mahoney on Evidence:  
Act and Analysis 
Professor Elisabeth McDonald and 
Associate Professor Scott Optican

Professor McDonald was co-editor 
and co-author of the new version 
of this evidence law treatise. Now 
named to reflect the contribution 
of the recently retired Richard 
Mahoney, co-authors include, along 
with Associate Professor Scott 
Optican (University of Auckland): 
two partners from Meredith Connell 
(Fionnghuala Cuncannon and Nick 
Whittington); senior appellate 

barrister, Warren Pyke; commercial 
mediator, barrister and honorary 
lecturer Nina Khouri; and Jack 
Oliver-Hood, barrister and adjunct 
lecturer.

The foreword to the book was 
written by the President of the 
Court of Appeal, Justice Stephen 
Kós, who tells how the earlier 
edition was the recommended 
read when he was appointed to the 
High Court: When I first became a 
Judge, in 2011, I had a two-week break 
between bar and bench. I asked the 
Chief High Court Judge what she 
recommended I take away to read. I 
expected to be directed to some works 
about judging. Or perhaps be told to 
give Dostoyevsky a try. Instead, and 
without hesitation, Winkelmann J 
pressed a copy of the second edition 
of this book on me. The first time 
I read it from cover to cover was, 
therefore, on a beach in Samoa. 
Despite that, I remain intensely fond 
of the book. The sea on the south 
coast of Upolo is prone to egregious 
rips. Trials are like that too, for both 
counsel and judge. Unexpected 
currents build up, and it is easy for 
even the experienced to get out of 
their depth. For more than a decade 
Mahoney on Evidence has proved to 
be an accomplished lifesaver. 

He describes this publication in 
the following way: Mahoney is an 
indispensable resource, guide and 
critic. As a resource, it is admirably 
comprehensive in its coverage of 
the leading appellate decisions. 
As a guide, it follows naturally the 
geography of the Act, with the boon 
addition of a fine index. Indexing 
is an underappreciated skill, but of 
immense value to a reader in a hurry 
– as the readers of Mahoney often will 
be. But perhaps the most valuable 
aspect of Mahoney is its shrewd 
analysis of the shortcomings of the 
authorities that have piled up since 
enactment of the Evidence Act.

The book was launched in both 
Wellington and Auckland, at 
the offices of Meredith Connell, 
respectively, by Justice Stephen Kós 
and Justice Helen Winkelmann (as 
she was then).

Both speakers particularly 
acknowledged the contribution 
of Richard Mahoney to the law 
of evidence over many years, as 
well as the work of both Professor 
McDonald and Richard Mahoney to 
the reform of the law during their 
time as consultants to the Law 
Commission while the Evidence 
Code (1999) was being finalised.

ANZSIL International 
Economic Law Interest 
Group 
Dr Christian Riffel

The International Economic Law 
Interest Group of the Australian 
& New Zealand Society of 
International Law (ANZSIL) was 
established to provide a forum for 
those interested in international 
economic law to discuss their 
work. Chris Riffel is co-chair of the 
interest group, together with Anna 
Kirk, so the School of Law hosted 
the group’s annual workshop for 
the first time, on 15 February 2019. 
The workshop brought together the 
trade and investment community—
academics, practitioners, and 
government officials—from Down 
Under once a year, including guests 
from overseas. The 2019 workshop 
was sponsored by Chapman Tripp 
and ANZSIL. We are extremely 
grateful for their support. ANZSIL 
enabled a PhD student from 
Melbourne to come to Christchurch 
and present her research. 

The workshop took place in the 
beautiful Ilam Homestead, which 
provided the perfect setting. The 
aim of the workshop was to provide 
an informal setting for discussion 
of topical issues arising in 

international economic law. We also 
introduced a postgraduate panel 
into the workshop where students 
could present an aspect of their 
research and receive feedback from 
a dedicated reviewer selected in 
advance, as well as from the wider 
group of attendees. Our call for 
papers received an overwhelming 
response, and due to the large 
number of proposals, we were 
unable to include all of them in the 
one-day programme. 

The workshop began with a 
session focusing on regional trade 
agreements, then moved to a 
session on issues in international 
commerce. Our third session 
was the postgraduate panel 
which included three excellent 
presentations and feedback from 
an expert commentator appointed 
for each student. The final session 
of the day considered the future of 
international trade law.

Around twenty people attended 
the workshop. Consistent with 
the broad aims of the group, it 
was pleasing that practitioners, 
government lawyers and academics 
took part in the event. Amongst 
the academics present, there 
was a good mix in terms of levels 
of experience from students 
right through to professors in 
attendance. The issues addressed 
in the workshop were varied and 
covered a broader range of topics 
than in previous workshops. 
Feedback from participants was 
universally positive. One participant 
wrote: “thank you for organising 
such a great workshop. The 
presentations and conversations 
were very interesting and the 

Law School Research and Innovation

ANZSIL workshop discussion group.

Dr John Hopkins (left) and  
Dr Toni Collins
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event and provided a valuable 
opportunity for engagement on 
issues of mutual interest”. The event 
also helped to foster collegiality and 
a scholarly community amongst 
group members.

The accompanying photo shows left 
to right: Abdul Hasib Suenu (UC PhD 
student), Faith Aboyeji (PhD student 
invited from RMIT University, 
Melbourne), Mate Hegedus-Gaspar 
(UC LLM student), Dr Christian Riffel 
(UC).

36th Annual Conference 
of the Australia and New 
Zealand Law and History 
Society 
Organisers: Dr Toni Collins, 
Professor Jeremy Finn, Dr Chris 
Jones, Dr Shea Esterling, Dr Heather 
Wolffram and Lindsay Breach

The School of Law hosted the 
annual conference of the Australia 
and New Zealand Law and History 
Society on 14th to 16th December 2017. 
The Society draws its membership 
from a range of Humanities 
disciplines as well as law and has 
a significant number of members 
from North America and the United 
Kingdom. 

The conference was run over three 
days with the first two at the 
University of Canterbury and the 
third at the University’s premises at 
the historic Arts Centre in Worcester 
Boulevard. 

We were very fortunate to have 
five incredible keynote speakers: 
Professor Amanda Nettelbeck from 
the University of Adelaide who 
spoke on “A history of ‘protection’: 
patterns of legal change and 
continuity”; Professor Richard 
Boast QC from Victoria University 
who spoke on “The Revival of 
Collectivism and Maori Land Tenure 
1900-1950”; Dr Te Maire Tau from 
Ngai Tahu Research Centre who 
spoke on “New Zealand – a quiet 
revolution?”; Justice Stephen Kós, 
President of the Court of Appeal 
“A short history of appeals” and 
Professor Charlotte McDonald from 
Victoria University who spoke to 

“Are we there yet? Law and the 
quest for a better society – histories 
from a New Zealand perspective c 
1860s – 1970s”. 

There was also a range of 
interesting presentations given 
from members of the Society 
who came from many different 
parts of the world including “An 
examination of the law, lives and 
litigation of married women suing 
without their husbands, by a ‘next 
friend’ in the English Court of 
Chancery 1689-1760”; “The Judges of 
the District Court of New Zealand 
1858 – 1909”; “The Subaltern Speaks, 
but can Sovereignty Listen? The 
changing shape of sovereignty”; The 
Judicature Act in Victoria: Evolution 
or Equilibrium?” and “The Veritable 
Fiend in Human Guise? Poisoning 
and Gender in 19th Century Colonial 
Australia and the Case of Martha 
Needle.” 

There were a number of highlights 
of the conference. The main one 
was the final day at the Arts Centre 
where a lunch was hosted and a 
book launch of “Magna Carta and 
New Zealand: History, Law and 
Politics in Aotearoa” edited by 
Stephen Winter and Chris Jones. 
At the launch we were honoured 
to have Dame Sian Elias, the 
Chief Justice of New Zealand, Dr 
John Wood, the Chancellor of 
the University of Canterbury and 
Dr Stephen Winter address the 
conference attendees. Highlights 
included having one of the original 
versions of the magna carta on 
display. It came as a surprise that it 
was so small but we were told that 
the reason for its size was to enable 
people to carry it around in their 
pockets. 

Also the fact we have moved into 
the 21st century as technology 
enabled participants to tweet about 
the presentations in real time to 
those unable to attend.

Overall it was a very successful 
conference and a wonderful way to 
end the year. 

Rethinking Legal Parenthood 
Symposium 
Professor Annick Masselot, 
Associate Professor Debra Wilson 
and Dr Rhonda Powell

Dr Rhonda Powell, Associate 
Professor Debra Wilson and 
Professor Annick Masselot 
organised the Rethinking Legal 
Parenthood Symposium, which was 
held at the University of Canterbury 
on Monday 11 June 2018. 

Most ‘key players’ in the New 
Zealand surrogacy sector attended. 
Of the 42 participants, 17 were from 
New Zealand universities (from 
departments of law, philosophy, 
sociology, and education, including 
three students), six were practising 
family lawyers, seven were from 
government departments (Ministry 
of Health, Oranga Tamariki, Office 
of the Children’s Commissioner), 
seven were from fertility clinics 
(fertility counsellors and doctors), 
and five were members of the 
Ethics Committee on Assisted 
Reproductive Treatment (ECART) or 
the Advisory Committee on Assisted 
Reproductive Treatment (ACART). 

The day included a number of 
talks on themes related to legal 
parenthood, surrogacy, and models 
of reform, and two break-out 
discussion sessions in smaller 
groups. 

The attendees were very engaged 
and committed to discussing the 
regulation of surrogacy and legal 
parenthood.

In the final session, we treated 
the symposium as an ‘advisory 
meeting’ and sought the views of 

the group as to the direction our 
project should take over the next 
year, publishable outputs from the 
symposium, and for the focus of the 
next symposium. 

• We were told that “no other 
group in New Zealand has a 
mandate like you do” and that 
we have the neutrality that 
professionals involved in the field 
lack, to enable us to promote 
surrogacy law reform in New 
Zealand. 

•  There was a clear view among 
the group that we should focus 
on designing a regulatory model, 
and ideally drafting legislation, 
for consultation, and that this 
should be the focus of the next 
symposium. 

• A number of suggestions were 
made as to gaining governmental 
buy-in for our proposals and 
it was clear that the group is 
sufficiently well connected to 
facilitate this at the appropriate 
time. 

• As to a publishable output from 
the symposium, one participant 
suggested that we consult the 
group as to their ‘wish list’ for 
surrogacy law reform, and use 
that as the basis of a journal 
article. This will be helpful in 
getting a sense of the law reform 
priorities of experts working in 
the field, which will feed into our 
law reform proposals.

We are grateful to the New Zealand 
Law Foundation for funding our 
speaker’s travel costs and to the UC 
School of Law Research Committee 
for funding a meal for speakers on 
10 June and catering on the day.

Attendees of the Rethinking Legal Parenthood Symposium
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Voices of the Pacific in a 
Globalised World 
Associate Professor Natalie Baird

When UC Pasifika law students were 
challenged by Associate Professor 
Natalie Baird to host the biennial 
Pacific Law and Culture Conference 
they proved unstoppable. In 2016, 
Natalie challenged Pasifika law 
students to host the next Pacific 
Law and Culture Conference. The 
following year, students formed 
the UC Pasifika Law Students’ 
Society, and in 2018, they hosted a 
Conference of over 100 attendees 
from around New Zealand and 
across the Pacific. 

The Pacific Law and Culture 
Conference series began in 2008 
with the twin goals of increasing 
understanding of Pacific legal issues 
and forging relationships between 
scholars and students. Since 2008, 
Natalie has taken student groups to 

conferences in Auckland, Wellington 
and Port Vila. 2018 marked the first 
time that the Conference was held 
at UC. 

The Conference, with its theme of 
“Voices of the Pacific in a Globalised 
World,” was jointly hosted by the 
Pasifika Law Students’ Society, the 
School of Law and the Macmillan 
Brown Centre for Pacific Studies.

The Conference keynote speakers 
were Justice Daniel Fatiaki 
(Supreme Court, Vanuatu), Teleiai 
Dr Lalotoa Mulitalo (Law Reform 
Commission, Samoa) and Dr Claire 
Slatter (Academic and Activist, 
Fiji). Students and academics also 
presented over 40 papers on Pacific 
legal issues, and eight teams 
participated in the inter-university 
mooting competition. The moot 
final, held at Christchurch’s new 
Justice Precinct, was a real highlight 
of the Conference.

Funding is often a challenge for 
conferences, and the scope of the 
event meant people were to come 
from around the Pacific, which 
resulted in a need for sponsors 
to come on board. Along with 
major sponsor, the New Zealand 
Law Foundation, other conference 
sponsors were Bridgeside Chambers, 
the Canterbury Law Review Trust, 
the College of Business and Law, 
the College of Law, the Institute of 
Professional Legal Studies, the New 
Zealand Defence Force and Parry 
Field Lawyers.

Curtis Fatiaki, Vice President of 
the Pasifika Law Students’ Society, 
says the Conference resulted in a 
great sense of fulfilment for the 
association. He says a host of 
friendships and connections which 
will last a lifetime have been formed 
between Pasifika students and 
scholars. 

“To get all the gratitude back 
from everyone that attended the 
Conference and such high praise from 
all of them was a really great sense of 
fulfilment for all of us.” 

He acknowledges his fellow society 
members and his lecturers: “There 
is no amount of gratitude we could 
show to the lecturers who helped 
us along the way, especially Natalie 
Baird and Elizabeth Macpherson. A 
big shout out to them!”

The Forensic Brainwave 
Analysis Project (2016–-2019)
The University of Canterbury 
Project Team: Professor Robin 
Palmer, Professor Richard Jones, 
Associate Professor Debra Wilson 
and Dr Ewald Neumann

The Law School of the University 
of Canterbury, in conjunction with 
the UC Department of Psychology 
and the New Zealand Brain Research 
Institute, has completed a three-
year project, from 2016 to 2019, with 
the objective of investigating and 
attempting to validate forensic 
brain-wave analysis. This innovative 
project was funded by the New 
Zealand Law Foundation, and 
included associate researchers 
from Otago, AUT and Massey 
Universities.

The central aim of the FBA project 
was to attempt to establish the 
reliability and accuracy of the 
brain-wave technology pioneered 
by Dr Lawrence Farwell in the USA. 
The technology, called ‘brain-
fingerprinting,’ by Dr Farwell, has 
not been generally accepted or 
applied, and the UC-led project is 
the first university-based initiative 
to attempt to independently 
replicate Dr Farwell’s results.

Forensic brainwave analysis (‘FBA’) 
is a forensic science procedure that 
has the objective of establishing 
whether a person has knowledge 
of given information or not. This 
knowledge is detected by using 

Conference organisers - UC Pasifika Law Student’s Society

Sponsored conference attendees

Law School Research and Innovation
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volunteers and 15 sentenced 
prisoners were tested on real-life 
scenarios on the UC campus. 

The interim results have been very 
encouraging, and depending on the 
final results, it is hoped that the 

of a victim, the identity of the 
members of a syndicate, etc.) The 
P300 brainwave is effectively the 
key indicator of unique knowledge 
– things only the guilty or involved 
person would know.

FBA can be used as a pre-trial 
investigative tool (to eliminate 
people as possible suspects), during 
trial proceedings to settle disputes 
that may arise in the course of 
the trial, and potentially also has 
numerous ancillary applications.

The FBA Project commenced with 
a pilot study in 2016, followed by a 
number of study visits in 2017 and 
2018 to New Zealand by Dr Farwell 
to share information and to train 
testers. The project was concluded 
in 2019 with two extensive 
experiments in which 30 student 

an EEG (Electroencephalography) 
to measure certain brainwave 
responses of the person being 
tested, who, sitting in front of 
a computer, clicks on various 
pre-loaded images, sentences 
and phrases in a controlled 
environment. The FBA technique 
relies primarily on detecting 
and interpreting the behaviour 
of electrical brainwave known 
as ‘P300’. The P300 brainwave is 
emitted from the brain as soon 
as the brain detects information 
of particular significance (within 
300 milliseconds). For example, 
in crime investigations there 
is certain information only the 
perpetrator would have stored 
in his or her brain (such as the 
number and description of items 
of jewelry stolen, the facial features 

 Homefront 
Mark Treleaven

When I was a law student 
at Canterbury University in 
the late 1980s I would 
sometimes go into the 
Courts and sit in the public 
gallery and watch cases. I 
particularly enjoyed 
watching the trial courts 
and noticed that junior 

prosecutors seemed to have good opportunities 
to be involved in serious criminal trials. I 
decided that when I graduated I would try and 
get a job in one of the Crown Solicitor firms.

As luck would have it I secured a job with 
Raymond Donnelly where I worked for two years. 
In that time I prosecuted simple jury trials on 
my own and juniored senior counsel in more 
major cases. After completing a traditional OE 
in London I then worked for Davys Burton, the 
then Crown Solicitors in Rotorua and Meredith 
Connell, the Crown Solicitors in Auckland. In total 
I was a Crown Prosecutor for nearly ten years and 
in that time I prosecuted 200 criminal jury trials 
either as lead counsel or junior counsel.

Although prosecuting was both interesting and 
challenging I decided to broaden my experience. 
I moved into the civil team at Meredith Connell 

where I did a mixture of private client and 
government based civil work. I particularly 
enjoyed appearing in judicial review cases on 
behalf of the Minister of Immigration. In my view 
developing a good knowledge of administrative 
law and the principles of natural justice is 
important for many legal jobs. 

Moving to Morrison Kent I practiced civil and 
commercial litigation for several years before 
becoming a Prosecutor at the Serious Fraud 
Office for two years. I then became a Prosecutor 
at the Auckland District Law Society and then the 
New Zealand Law Society after the restructuring 
of the legal profession. I was appointed the 
inaugural National Prosecutions Manager for the 
New Zealand Law Society in 2012 and managed 
the disciplinary prosecutions of lawyers from 
standards committees throughout New Zealand. 

After 25 years as a litigation lawyer in November 
2017 I moved to the Office of the Health and 
Disability Commissioner where I am the 
Associate Commissioner Investigations. My team 
investigates any action of a health care provider 
or a disability services provider if the action is, 
or appears to the Commissioner to be, in breach 
of the Code of Health and Disability Services 
Consumers’ Rights.

During my career I have learnt an enormous 
amount about practising law.

First, if you enter the legal profession it is 
important where possible to have good quality 
mentoring by senior lawyers in your early years. 
This will help you learn important matters such 
as developing relationships with clients, other 
legal practitioners and third parties, practical 
skills such as drafting and time management 
and the myriad of professional and ethical 
obligations that need to be complied with.

Secondly, you need to be proactive in managing 
your career and regularly review where you are 
at and where you want to go. Most people can’t 
sit and wait for jobs to come to them. You have 
to go in search of the role you want to pursue, 
succeed in getting it and be good at it.

Thirdly, you spend so much time at work during 
your career that it is crucial you find work that 
you enjoy.

Fourthly, sound judgment is one of the most 
important skills that a lawyer needs to be 
successful.

Fifthly, there are many jobs outside the legal 
profession where a law degree will be helpful to 
have as a qualification. There is a wide variety 
of careers that you can pursue with a legal 
background and don’t think that you have to 
practise law if you have a law degree!

project could be extended in 2020 
in cooperation with the NZ Police to 
establish an FBA testing facility at 
a police station in New Zealand to 
test actual suspects.

UC Forensic Brainwave Analysis Project Team
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Prizes and Scholarships
The Gold Medal of the Canterbury 
Westland branch of the New Zealand 
Law Society was awarded for the 
2018 year to Victoria Squires.

The University Prize (Law) was 
awarded to Jade Lancaster.

The Canterbury Law review Prize was 
awarded to Courtney Ormiston 
for her Honours paper Holding 
Transnational Corporations to 
Account in New Zealand for Human 
Rights Abuses Committed Overseas. 

The Thomson Reuters Prize in Legal 
System was awarded jointly to 
Lauryn Sinclair and Tracey Ellis.

The LexisNexis Prize in Legal 
Foundations was won by  
Jamie-Lee Westerman. 

The Macarthur Prize in Law was 
awarded to Nicholas Wilson.

The Raymond Donnelly Prize in 
Criminal Law was won by  
Kathryn Baird.

The Anderson Lloyd Prize in  
Contract Law was awarded to 
Sophie Harrison.

And the Wynn Williams Prize in Torts 
Law to Daniel Kirby.

Charlotte Keir received the 
Anderson Lloyd Prize in Land Law.

The Ross and Valerie Penlington Prize 
in Public Law was awarded jointly to 
Rachel Bedggood and Georgia Van 
den Hoven.

Elizabeth Everingham received the 
LexisNexis Prize in Equity and Trusts.

Thomas Bagnall received the Gerald 
Orchard Prize in Evidence.

The Mortlock McCormack Law  
Prize in Child and Family Law, in 
Honour of Hugh Cottrell, was won 
jointly by Victoria Squires and 
Timothy Hickson. 

The Iain Johnston Memorial Prize in 
Relationship Property was awarded 
to Jade Lancaster.

There are two Tavendale and 
Partners Prizes in Commercial Law. 
The first of them, for Sales and 
Consumer Law, was won jointly 
by Hamish England and Kim Shin 
Chung. The other, for Personal 
Property, Security and Credit, was 
won by Liam Harnett.

Victoria Squires received the  
Ewart Hay Prize in Public 
International Law. 

Kaitlyn White won the John Burrows 
Prize in Media Law.

Ben McCarroll received the Joseph 
Yates Prize in Trial Advocacy.

Amy Smith received the Wynn 
Williams Prize in Resource 
Management Law.

The Gerald Orchard Prize in Criminal 
Justice (Criminal Law and Procedure) 
was awarded to Eleanor Parkinson.

And the Gerald Orchard Prize in 
Criminal Justice (Principles of 
Evidence) was awarded to  
Danielle Moore.

The Raymond Donnelly Prize in 
Sentencing Theory and Practice was 
awarded jointly to Kaitlyn White 
and Jade Lancaster.

Laura Murton received the  
New Zealand Insurance Law 
Association Prize.

Victoria Squires won the  
CCH New Zealand Ltd Research Essay 
prize in Taxation.

The Taylor Shaw Prize in Individual 
Employment Law was awarded to 
Joanna Lorigan-Innes.

And the Kathryn Dalziel Prize in 
Legal Ethics was won by Alice Wood.

The Librarians have had 
another busy year assisting and 
supporting Law and Criminal 
Justice students and staff. 

In the second half of 2018, we 
had a change of Law Librarian 
staffing. The cool, calm and 
confident Sara Roberts, who 
served as a Law Librarian for 
10 years, is now managing the 
Library’s Learning and Teaching 
Services.

Theresa continues to provide 
friendly and enthusiastic full 
time assistance for Law staff 
and students, ably assisted by 
John Arnold (a well known face 
to Law staff and students with 
considerable Law experience) and 
Kim Hall.

We continued our busy teaching 
schedule to support Law and 
BCJ students. This year we 
consolidated our mixed method 
approach of face to face teaching, 
videos, online classes and online 
quizzes for first year law students.

This provides students with a 
clear idea of who to contact when 
they need help, and space for 
individual student consultations 
during a very busy first term. Our 
Library skills refresher courses 
for 200 and 300-level students 
were again well attended, with 

over 80 students completing the 
online assessment and earning 
certificates of proficiency.

In addition to these classes, we 
taught into CRJU101, LAWS202, 
CRJU202, CRJU301/ LAWS366, 
LAWS322, LAWS324 and ILAP 613. 
We are grateful for the support 
of the lecturers who are willing 
to utilise our expertise to teach 
students legal and library 
research skills in their courses.

The Library continues to maintain 
and develop an excellent 
collection of legal materials, 
increasingly available online. 
Most 2nd year textbooks are 
now available as ebooks, which 
allows more equitable access for 
students. The Library is looking 
to extend this to other courses as 

more titles become available, but 
with a careful eye on the budget.

Lexis Advance and Westlaw both 
changed format at the beginning 
of 2019. Theresa has spent 
substantial time and energy 
liaising with both vendors about 
the format and timing of these 
changes.

The Detective fiction collection 
has been pruned and integrated 
into the Library’s main collection.

We use our professional skills to 
help staff and students find the 
best material for their needs in a 
timely manner. Our goal is to be 
visible and available to support 
learning, teaching and research 
within the Criminal Justice 
programme and School of Law.

Law and Criminal Justice  
Subject Librarians

Subject Librarians L-R: Kim Hall, John Arnold and Theresa Buller
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• Chris Boniface spoke on ‘The Effect of Artificial 
Intelligence on the New Zealand Healthcare 
System’

• Irina Golda Lamadrid spoke on ‘Women and 
Children in War: The Situation of Women 
Victims of Sexual Violence or Exploitation 
During Armed Conflicts and the Children Born 
from it’

• Ibnu Sitompul spoke on ‘Building Effective 
Regional And International regimes to Address 
Monopolistic Practices and Unfair Business 
Competition’

In the quieter first half of 2019 Professor 
Nigel Gravells considered some of the legal 
implications of different scenarios raised by 
the withdrawal of the United Kingdom form 
the European Union ~ ‘Alarms and Excursions: 
Some Legal Issues of Brexit’. Professor Gravells 
is Emeritus Professor of English Law at the 
University of Nottingham, and Adjunct Professor 
of Law at the University of Canterbury. He has 
been an annual visitor to Canterbury since 1988 
and has taught Land Law, Trusts, Copyright and 
European Union Law. ` 

Beyond the quotidian round of lectures 
in our many fascinating and vital courses, 
guest speakers have enriched us with their 
perspectives on a wide range of topics. The 
2018/2019 series included:  

• Justice Stephen Gageler, of the High Court 
of Australia, spoke on ‘The Judiciary and the 
Academy’. Justice Gageler was the 2019 Sir Eric 
Hotung Visiting Fellow.

• Professor Roger Clark spoke on ‘The ICC and 
the Crime of Aggression: Should New Zealand 
Ratify the Kampala Amendment?’

• Professor Tim McCormack spoke on ‘Chemical 
Weapons and Other Atrocities: Contrasting 
Responses to the Syrian Crisis’

• And also on ‘The Tallinn Manual on 
International Law Applicable to Cyber 
Operations’.

• The Minister of Police, the Hon. Stuart Nash, 
gave a lecture to the Criminal Justice students.

• The Annual Supreme Court Justice’s lecture 
was delivered by Sir Mark O’Regan on ‘Treaty 
Settlements From Two Perspectives; The 
Lawyer, Negotiator and the Judge’. 

• Dr John Hopkins gave a public lecture on ‘Law 
without Lawyers: Does Legal Education Have 
a Future?’

• Lord Thomas ~ Baron Thomas of Cwmgiedd 
~ former Lord Chief Justice of England ~ 
spoke on ‘The Effect of the Digital Revolution 
on Legal Education’. Lord Thomas’ visit was 
funded by the New Zealand Law Foundation. 

• Nicky Hager gave a public lecture on ‘Dirty 
Politics and Dirty Policing’.

• Former Policeman and now serious 
investigator Tim McKinnel spoke on 
‘Investigating Criminal Injustices ~ Teina Pora 
and Gail Maney’.

• Kate Crisham, a United States Trafficking 
Coordinator and Prosecutor, presented a 
seminar on ‘Trafficking in Persons’.

• Dr Shea Esterling spoke on ‘The Role of Culture 
in International Criminal Law’

• And Professor Elisabeth McDonald spoke 
about ‘Judge-Alone Trials’.

The late 2018 postgraduate symposium 
included:

• Martha Ceballos spoke on ‘Posthumous 
Reproduction’

• Maria Brinez spoke on ‘Can abortion in 
New Zealand be Justified on the Ground of 
Protecting Vulnerable Children’s Interests?’

• Abdul Hasib Suenu spoke on ‘The International 
Economic Order: A Trigger for the Obligation of 
Global Justice and the Right to Development?’

Lord Thomas with Acting Dean Professor Elizabeth Toomey

Justice Stephen Gageler, High Court of Australia

Seminars and Guest Lectures
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Student Achievements

Peter Harris
When I began my undergraduate degrees I very 
nearly decided to enter the field of medicine.

However, a love of language and a penchant for 
debate saw me shift towards law (my medical 
interests satiated by a Chemistry degree on the 
side). I enjoyed my studies; however, balancing 
a semi-professional climbing career alongside 
two undergraduate degrees certainly wasn’t the 
cakewalk I’d hoped for.

Part-way through my degrees, I was selected 
for the New Zealand Alpine Team, a mentoring 
program for top young alpine climbers. This 
necessitated taking substantial time off 
throughout my study for climbing expeditions to 
Alaska, Yosemite, and Peru.

After 6 long years of rigorous study and hard 
climbing, with plenty of support from faculty 
members, I graduated with my LLB and BSc 
(Chemistry).

Subsequently, I decided with the connections 
I had made at UC, it was the best time to 
undertake postgraduate study. I chose to 
specialise in medical law, a personal area 
of interest and natural extension of my 
undergraduate degrees. Toxicologist Professor Ian 
Shaw of the Chemistry Department supervised 
me in a hybrid science and law Masters, while Dr 
Debra Wilson shared her medico-legal expertise 
as my primary supervisor.

My thesis focused on the regulation of 
complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) 
products – an issue on the outskirts of medical 
law; but an area which engaged my science and 
law background. 

As any postgrad student will attest, the thesis 
took on a life of its own, becoming at once my 
baby and an unruly monster. Eventually, with 
the guidance of my supervisors, I generated a 
thesis which traversed the broad legislation 
surrounding CAM products and reported the 
results of two empirical studies I conducted on 
public perceptions and usage of CAM products.

In addition, my thesis proposed and drafted a 
new piece of legislation for the regulation of CAM 
products in New Zealand.

Days after submitting my thesis, I interviewed for 
and was offered a position as a Legal & Research 
Counsel in the Office of the Chief Coroner. This 
position supports the 17 Coroners across New 
Zealand through research, legal opinions, and 
drafting findings. 

Additionally, as Legal & Research Counsel, we are 
occasionally called upon to assist Coroners and 
families in inquests: court proceedings aimed at 
hearing from interested parties and ultimately 
concluding on what happened to the deceased.

I am confident the combination of my law and 
science degrees, coupled with my medico-legal 
LLM have put me in excellent stead for my 
position with the Coroners, and for a future in 
medical and health law within New Zealand and 
abroad.

Chris Boniface
Completing his double 
degrees; a Bachelor of 
Laws and Bachelor of 
Arts, in 2017, Chris chose 
to pursue his interests in 
law and medicine into a 
Master of Laws. 

Having taken the Law 
and Medicine paper in his 

final year, he had already found a supervisor who 
was a top academic in her field and able to help 
Chris follow his vision. Combining his interest 
in emergent technologies with medicine, Chris 
chose to study the impact of developing artificial 
intelligences on the existing medical system of 
New Zealand. 

“I’ve always had a strong passion for science 
fiction, awe-inspiring technologies and 
solutions of the future. Medicine provided 
the perfect context to investigate the ways 
these technologies affect real people and have 
potentially life-changing impacts on an area of 
law I found most engaging during my previous 
studies.” 

Lacking any previous study in computer science 
or artificial intelligence, Chris relied heavily on 
input and advice from his supervisory team 
which he feels has been invaluable for his 
progression through his research. 

Thesis-in-3 provided Chris with the first 
opportunity to explore presenting his research 
and helped spark his still growing interest in a 
future academic career. After being chosen as 
the University of Canterbury’s Master’s student 
winner, he finished 3rd at the Inter-University 
Thesis-in-3 Challenge. This only helped to fuel 
that fire, and six months after starting his Master 
of Laws, he transferred his study to a Doctor of 
Philosophy (PhD) to expand his research and 
continue on the academic career path. 

“I realised not only that I wanted to pursue 
academics now, and follow my research to its 
full potential, but also that it was expanding well 
beyond what I originally planned. I found there 
were so many potential facets to my research, 
and things that I could bring into my thesis that 
transferring to a PhD was the best way to get the 
most out of it.” 

Chris has begun to explore the world of academic 
conferences and publications alongside his 
thesis, as he continues his research. 

“Artificial intelligence is one of the hot topics in 
law now, and I feel there is a coming renaissance 
in the law that is just so exciting for me. Changes 
are coming to lots of areas of the law, including 
medicine as one of the forerunners of these 
changes, and I feel the University of Canterbury 
has given me the best shot at being involved, 
engaged and influential in these changes.”

Two Canterbury graduates Nichola Hodge 
and Rosalind Kos were awarded NZ Law 
Foundation Ethel Benjamin Scholarships for 
2019. This annual award honours NZ’s first 
woman barrister and solicitor, Ethel Benjamin, 
admitted to the Bar in 1897. The scholarship was 
established in 1997 to mark the centenary of her 
admission, and supports postgraduate research 
in the law that will protect and promote the 
legal interests of the New Zealand public.

Nichola Hodge will study 
for her LLM at Cambridge 
University focussing on 
issues of constitutional 
and human rights law, 
particularly litigation 
aspects, in order to 
broaden her 
understanding of 
contemporary issues of 

Peter enjoying his time in Peru
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social justice. Nichola is a former top graduate of 
the University of Canterbury Law School and is 
currently working as a solicitor at the Wellington 
branch of Meredith Connell. Prior to this she 
clerked for Justice Glazebrook in the Supreme 
Court.

Rosalind Kos will 
undertake study for her 
LLM at the University of 
Chicago exploring a 
comparative and 
pragmatic approach to 
the prosecution of family 
violence cases. Rosalind 
aims to identify possible 
reforms to New Zealand’s 

criminal procedure in family violence cases. 
Rosalind is currently a Senior Solicitor at Crown 
Solicitors Luke Cunningham Clere, Wellington. 
She is a former top graduate of the University of 
Canterbury Law School and former clerk to 
Justice French at the Court of Appeal.

We congratulate Nichola and Rosalind and wish 
them well with their studies and future careers.

Isabelle Smith graduated from UC with an LLB 
(Hons First Class) in 2018 and was awarded a 
Fulbright Science and Innovation Graduate 
Award. These awards are for promising New 
Zealand graduate students to undertake 
postgraduate study or research at US institutions 
in fields targeted to support growth and 
innovation in New Zealand. 

In July 2019 Isabelle graduated with a Master’s 
of Law (LLM) with Distinction in Environmental 
and Energy Law at Georgetown University (USA).  
Following her graduation Isabelle undertook a 
summer internship with the Environmental and 
International Law practice group at the World 
Bank, while continuing part-time research work 
with the Georgetown Climate Center.

Isabelle Smith also caught up with Kaitlyn 
White and Max Beckert in Washington DC 
for dinner and sent a fabulous picture of the 
three of them to Professors Ursula Cheer and 
Karen Scott (taken at Isabelle’s favourite D.C 
bookstore ‘Kramerbooks’). 

Kaitlyn and Max were in Washington completing 
their 6 week internships while Isabelle was 
completing her LLM at Georgetown. Isabelle 
reported that things were going well and there 
was a great bunch of U.S and international 
students in her environmental law cohort. 
The Georgetown Law campus environment is 
excellent and certainly benefits from its location 

just down the road from the Supreme Court. Max 
and Kaitlyn reported that they had some pretty 
interesting experiences in the offices of their 
Congressmen.

They sent greetings to the Law School in 
Christchurch and hope we are enjoying warmer 
weather than over there!

Congratulations to UC law graduate Robert 
Munang (2017), on his admission as an advocate 
in the High Court of Sabah and Sarawak on 30 
August 2018. 

It is wonderful to see our graduates are taking 
their skills and practising all around the world.

Dean of Law, Professor Ursula Cheer, met 
with a fantastic bunch of Year 12 Students 
from Riccarton High School, at the Women in 
Leadership Breakfast, held on 29 August 2018. 

Ursula attended Riccarton High a (few) years 
ago, and was really pleased to catch up with 7 
potential female leaders from the school. The 
event was packed, with 121 attendees, including 
teachers and careers advisors. Food was fabulous!

Margaret Wistt won the Legal Research 
Foundation prize for the best unpublished 
undergraduate paper: “Litigation funding: 
Access to Justice or Egregious Exploitation”. 

Graduation day for Isabelle Smith at Georgetown 
University

L-R: Max Beckert, Kaitlyn white, Isabelle Smith

Robert Munang is in the front row, far right.

Riccarton High School students attending the UC 
Women in Leadership Breakfast
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In the 2019 New Year Royal Honours list,  
Simon George Mortlock was appointed a 
Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
(MNZM). This honour is intended ‘for those 
persons who in any field of endeavour have 
rendered meritorious service to the Crown and 
nation, or who have become distinguished by 
their eminence, talents, contributions or other 
merits’, in order to ‘recognise outstanding service 
to the Crown and people of New Zealand’. 

As well as being a lawyer of impeccable 
reputation for over forty years, Simon has 
worked tirelessly in a number of community 
areas and organisations. Most notably, perhaps, 
he conceived and developed the Employment 
Scholarship Trust, which developed the 
Launchpad school leavers’ programme. This 
programme has helped hundreds of school 
leavers into gainful employment and successful 
careers. 

For many years Simon chaired the Christchurch 
Early Intervention Trust in support of the 
Champion Centre in Christchurch; the Centre 
provides early intervention services to infants 
and young children with significant disabilities, 
and to their families. He has also served such 
other organisations as the Wayne Francis 
Charitable Trust, the Rod Donald Banks Peninsula 
Trust and the Governors Bay Jetty Restoration 
Trust. 

Simon’s appointment as a Member of the 
New Zealand Order of Merit is well-deserved 
recognition of his commitment and principle in 
supporting community organisations and doing 
good. The entire profession, especially here in 
Christchurch, can rightly be proud of him. 

Andrew Stockley, former head of the Canterbury 
Law School, is now Dean of the City Law School 
at the University of London. He was previously 
Dean of Law at the University of Auckland and, 
before that, Senior Tutor at Brasenose College, 
Oxford. He has been appointed an Honorary 
Professor of Law at the University of Auckland. 

Jonathan Scragg, president of LawSoc at 
Canterbury in 2001, and later president of the 
New Zealand Law Students Association (NZLSA) 
has just become the first New Zealander to 
be appointed a councillor of the Association 
Internationale De Droit des Assurances (AIDA), 
the International Insurance Law Association. 
Following his appointment he attended AIDA’s 
annual conference, held in 2018 in Rio de Janeiro. 
Jonathan has for several years been the president 
of the New Zealand Insurance Law association, 
and is a partner in Duncan Cotterill, based in 
Wellington.

Michael Bendall, the Tumuaki of Te Putairiki 
some years ago, has become a partner at 
Corcoran French & Co.

Robert Osborne was sworn in as a judge of the 
High Court in December 2018. He graduated LL.B. 
(Hons) from Canterbury in 1975, and LL.M. in 1980. 
After practising as a solicitor in Christchurch he 
spent several years as Crown Counsel, later Senior 
Crown Counsel, in Hong Kong. Subsequently 
a partner at Duncan Cotterill for twenty-one 
years, he moved to the independent bar in 2007, 
primarily involved in civil/commercial and trust 
litigation and professional discipline. He was 
appointed an Associate Judge in 2009. 

Dale Lester was sworn in as 
an Associate Judge of the 
High Court in December 
2018. Dale graduated 
LL.B.(Hons) in 1990, and 
worked with White Fox & 
Jones and later Rhodes & 
Co. He then joined 
Saunders & Co in 

Christchurch initially as a litigation solicitor to 
become a partner in 1998. He joined the bar in 
2003, and was one of the co-founders of 
Canterbury Chambers in 2007. His main areas of 
practice were contract, commercial, insolvency 
and estate litigation. 

John Brandts-Giesen, appointed Acting District 
Court Judge in 2016, was appointed a District 
Court Judge, with authority to exercise the 
jurisdiction of the Family Court, in 2018.

Andru Isac, James Rapley and Anthony (James) 
Wilding were appointed Queen’s Counsel at the 
end of 2018. 

Andru Isac Q.C. graduated 
from Canterbury with a B.A. 
and LL.B (Hons) in 1994. He 
worked at Chapman Tripp 
and then as Crown 
Prosecutor with Preston 
Russell in Invercargill before 
receiving a B.C.L. (Bachelor 
of Civil Law) from Oxford in 

2001. He then worked in London before returning 
to teach at Canterbury. Then, after a spell as a 
litigation partner at Fitzherbert Rowe and Gibson 
Sheat, he joined the independent bar in 2013, 
where he specialises in commercial, public and 
criminal litigation.

James Rapley Q.C. graduated LL.B from 
Canterbury in 1989 and LL.M. (Hons) from 
Auckland in 1990. He worked for several 
independent law firms before joining the Serious 
Fraud Office as a prosecutor. After moving to 
Christchurch in 1999 and working as Crown 
Prosecutor for Raymond Donnelly & Co, he joined 
the independent bar in 2004. He specialises in 
criminal litigation and has significant experience 
in regulatory prosecutions. James also teaches 
the Law School Trial Advocacy course, and has 
since 2012 been a visiting law lecturer at the 
Vanuatu campus of the University of the South 
Pacific. He is a member of both the Law Society’s 
Criminal Law Committee and Lawyers Standards 
Committee. In 2013 he co-authored the Thomson 
Reuters text on Advocacy, and he is the Criminal 
Course Director for the NZBA’s Mastering 
Advocacy Programme. James shared his silk 
celebration with fellow Bridgeside Chambers 
colleagues Philip (1984) and Simon (1989) Shamy.

Anthony (James) Wilding 
Q.C. received an LL.B. and 
B.A. from Canterbury before 
being admitted in 1993. 
After working for Cameron 
& Co he joined the 
independent bar in 1996. 
From 1999 until 2011 he was 
a District Inspector of 

Mental Health for much of the South Island. He is 
currently the convenor of the New Zealand 
Mental Health Review Tribunal. He is based in 
Clarendon Chambers where his work includes 
public and constitutional, trust, relationship 
property and medical issues. 

The Wider Circle
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Kristy McDonald Q.C., who studied for her LL.M. 
at Canterbury, was appointed an Officer of the 
New Zealand Order of Merit for services to the 
law and governance. Kristy was admitted in 1983 
and appointed Q.C. in 1999. She has advised 
the Minister of the Crown and the heads of 
government agencies for almost forty years, as 
well as advising on or representing the Crown’s 
interest in a number of highly sensitive and 
complex matters. 

Justice Nicholas Davidson retired from the bench 
in December 2019. His Honour had graduated 
LL.B. (Hons) from Canterbury in 1971 and after 
working for Duncan Cotterill for some time 
joined Young Hunter & Co, where he became 
a partner in 1975. He joined the independent 
bar in 1988, was appointed Q.C. in 1996 and was 
appointed to the High Court bench in 2015. 
As a barrister he had represented the Serious 
Fraud Office in the Winebox Inquiry, and at the 
Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Pike River 
mine disaster he represented the families of 
the dead miners. His eight years as President 
of New Zealand Football led to his involvement 
in investigations into allegations of corruption 
surrounding FIFA (the International Football 
Association) and its then president Sepp Blatter. 
Nick was also the National Commissioner of 
New Zealand Cricket for seventeen years, and 
continues to be a member of the Willows Cricket 
Club. He continues to practise as a barrister, and 
devotes much energy towards support for former 
prisoners and troubled youth.

Judge Robert Murfitt also retired in December 
2018. After graduating LL.B.(Hons) in in 1971, he 
began work at Weston Ward & Lascelles, before 
becoming a barrister sole in 1996, specialising in 
family law after initially focussing on civil and 
criminal work. He was sworn in as a District Court 
judge in 2004. 

Associate High Court Judge John Matthews also 
retired from the bench in April 2019. He began 
work as a law clerk for Lane Neave Ronaldson (as 
it became) after graduating LL.B.(Hons) in 1971, 
and joined the independent bar in 1987, when 
it was very much in its infancy in Christchurch. 
He became chairman of the Motor Vehicle 
Disputes Tribunal. His expertise on the Resource 
Management Act led to his appointment as 
an Environment Commissioner and later Chair 
of Commissioners for the Queenstown Lakes 
District Council. His courageous dissenting 
judgment in the Project Hayes case offered 
excellent guidance to the eventually successful 
appellants. He was appointed to the High Court 
in 2011. 

Dr Scott Davidson, who taught at the Law School 
from 2005 to 2008 and served as Dean and 
Head of Department, has been appointed Vice-
Chancellor of Newman University in Birmingham. 

Angus Hendry, who graduated LL.B. 2019 was the 
sole male competitor among the forty finalists 
in the 2019 New Zealand Highland and National 
Dancing Championships in Blenheim. Angus 
scored the most points in all three disciplines ~ 
reels, step dances and solo Highland dances ~ 
and carried off eight trophies. 

The School of Law is happy to acclaim Sue 
McCormack, the University’s new Chancellor, as 
a Canterbury graduate. Sue became Chancellor in 
January 2019, retiring from the firm of Mortlock 
McCormack Law at the end of March that year.

 Sue has been a member of the University Council 
since 2009, and had been Pro-Chancellor since 
2013. She serves on the Council’s Audit and Risk 
Committee, the Finance, Planning and Resources 
Committee and the Honours and Appointments 
Committee. She is also one of the three members 
of the Executive Committee. She has been 
heavily involved in the University’s $1.2 billion 
construction programme after the earthquakes. 
Together with our new Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Cheryl de la Rey, she is looking forward to leading 
the University into its next stage. (Her accession 
marks the first time in the University’s history 
that it has been led by two women!)

Left to right: Phil Shamy, James Rapley, Simon Shamy

 

A quarter of a century ago Sue and Fiona 
Wakefield set up the first female law firm in 
Christchurch. The firm merged with Simon 
Mortlock’s firm thirteen years ago. Sue’s practice 
has focussed largely on commercial, company, 
property and construction law, and she worked 
closely with many of her clients as they rebuilt 
their property portfolios after the quakes. It 
would be no exaggeration to say that she has 
had a leading strategic role in the development 
of The Terrace (formerly The Strip) in central 
Christchurch. 

Sue is a Chartered Member of the Institute of 
Directors, and is currently a director of KiwiRail. 
She has been a director of the Lyttelton Port 
Company, the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra 
and the Public Trust.

To her clients she has been more than just a 
lawyer; she has been a trusted advisor, mentor 
and friend. We are confident that she will serve 
the University well in her new role, moving the 
University out of recovery mode into a wonderful 
new transformation.
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Congressional Internship 
2018-2019 – Max Beckert 
and Kaitlyn White
For two months over summer, we were fortunate 
enough to head to Washington DC and intern 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. The 
Congressional Internship Programme is run 
by the NZ-US Council, in conjunction with the 
School of Law. The two of us were selected 
along with two political science/international 
relations students from Victoria University. Being 
immersed in the midst of U.S. politics during 
what can be considered as a tumultuous period 
was a fantastic opportunity and a life-changing 
experience that has helped us find what we are 
passionate about and how we would like to give 
back in our respective careers in New Zealand. 
Whilst it looks to many on the outside that the 
US political and legal system is dysfunctional, we 
witnessed first-hand the checks and balances in 
the legal and political system that are integral to 
American democracy. 

Kaitlyn interned for 
Rep. Adam Schiff from 
California’s 28th District

As the House was 
controlled by the 
Democrats for 2019-2020 
this meant that Adam 
Schiff, a Democrat from Los 
Angeles, became the 
Chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee. 
Even before this promotion, 

he was well-known for his role on the committee 
and got a great nickname from Trump of “Little 
Adam Schitt”.

I soon discovered that the Mueller investigation 
and any discussion in the US about foreign 
interference in the elections or possible collusion 
by the Trump campaign is highly emotive and I 
would often be immersed in such conversations 
during my time as an intern. The ongoing 
investigation resulted in many angry calls from 
people unhappy with the Russia investigation 
and demanding that Hillary Clinton and other 
liberals are investigated and jailed instead.

Angry calls aside, it was quite enjoyable 
interacting with Americans contacting the 
congressional office to understand a wide 
range of views held by ordinary Americans and 
to learn why people may feel a certain way on 
topical issues. The district Rep. Schiff represents 
is extremely liberal and it was interesting to 
witness the contrast between their views and the 
opinions of Americans from other parts of the 
country who would call up to have their say.

Max interned for Rep. 
Vicky Hartzler from 
Missouri’s Fourth 
Congressional district 

A Republican, 
Congresswoman Hartzler 
serves some 750,000 
constituents in an 
agriculturally-dominated 
district. Heading a strong 
evangelical conservative 
base, Rep. Hartzler was 
sworn into her fifth term 

under the newly appointed 116th Congress during 
our internship. The Congresswoman serves on 
the House Agricultural and Armed Services 
Committee and chairs a socially conservative 
value actions team that promotes religious and 
conservative legislative policy.

Working in Rep. Hartzler’s office was, at 
many times, a very challenging and eye-
opening experience. Answering phone calls 
from Missourian constituents provided the 
greatest insight into real American beliefs 
and the consequential mindset of living in a 
predominantly homogenous and insular society. 
During the heightened politicisation of the 
humanitarian Mexican border crisis my accent 
drew a lot of unwarranted attention to my own 
American immigration status leading to many 
exceptional, non-repetitive phone conversations. 
Being blessed with the opportunity to work 
in Rep. Hartzler’s Republican office was a 
momentous experience that I will forever cherish.

********

We arrived in DC just after the midterm elections, 
where the Democrats flipped the House to gain 
control for the first time since 2010. With the 
Presidency and the Senate remaining Republican 
controlled, this presented an interesting 
challenge for consensus building and reaching 
an agreement on any matters before Congress. 
Our arrival was also in the midst of the Mueller 
investigation into possible foreign interference in 
the 2016 Presidential Election, and we saw many 
people indicted or arrested during our time in 
the US. We also witnessed numerous marches 
and protests in DC, such as the Women’s 
March, the March for Indigenous Rights and the 
March for Life. We also got to visit places such 
as the Pentagon, the White House, Arlington 
Cemetery and numerous other sites of historical 
importance.

The government shutdown and the border wall 
issue dominated our time in the US. Missing 
a week of voting due to the death of President 
George H W Bush, many of the votes came 
through very hurriedly in the final week of voting 
before Christmas. This left the House with the 
job to pass the Government spending package, 

Max and Kaitlyn share a Washington winter with their counterparts from VUW. Kaitlyn and Max attended a commemoration for 
Jamal Khashoggi

Internships
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including an amount for Trump’s requested 
border security (wall). The task was inevitably 
bound to fail, with Trump accepting nothing less 
than the full $5bn for the wall, as the Senate, 
needing a majority of 60 votes would never pass 
such a spending package. 

On our final day before Christmas, the 
government entered a partial shutdown for 
those Federal agencies that had not yet had their 
spending packages passed into law. This included 
the Department of Homeland Security, TSA, Post 
Offices and many of the agencies that handle the 
museums. The shutdown would last 35 days and 
be the longest in US history. 

There are too many highlights to choose from, 
but we will highlight a couple. During our last 
week in DC, Kaitlyn’s office hosted an event 
celebrating women in the press caucus. After 
spending a couple of hours there with friends 
and enjoying the free food, we were shocked to 
see Nancy Pelosi (Speaker of the House) walk in 
to enjoy the event and deliver some remarks. We 
were too starstruck to ask for a photo, and even 
the Republican interns who were with us were 
amazed to see her. On our way back home that 
night, we walked past Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
(a rising star in the Democratic party and the 
youngest Congresswoman in history). We also 
had a similar moment during our first week in 
DC, when Chuck Schumer gave a speech at the 
“Brooklyn Nights” event that celebrated food and 
beverage businesses from Brooklyn. We soon 
realised that having an intern badge meant we 
had access to almost any event within Congress 
and would often be in events with or walking 
past important political figures.

A large part of an intern’s role is writing letters to 
constituents to respond to their suggestions for 
Congress. Many also ask how the Congressman 
sits on a particular issue that is up for debate in 
the House. It has been really enjoyable getting to 
do research for these letters and learning to write 
letters in the ‘voice’ of the Congressman. It was 
amazing to see the wide range of issues people 
write letters or call about. Just as we finished our 
time in Congress, Adam Schiff announced that 
he would be an original cosponsor for the Green 
New Deal, a program to address climate change 
and economic inequality. It was great to see this 
announcement as our office had been inundated 
with calls and requests from constituents for the 
Congressman to support the legislation and to 
take action to combat climate change.

We also had numerous grassroots groups show 
up with a crowd to find a staff member or the 
Congressman to speak to about the issue they 
are campaigning on, such as climate change or 

gun control. One particularly moving interaction 
was when representatives from “Moms Demand 
Action” came to visit Congressional offices with 
pictures of their children who have been killed 
by gun violence. We also attended an event 
commemorating 100 days since the murder of 
Jamal Khashoggi. This was a sobering event to 
take part in, and to hear from Jamal’s colleagues 
from the Washington Post and from families 
of other journalists imprisoned overseas was 
heartbreaking. 

It was always fascinating to share our office 
experiences at the end of the week at our local 
Capitol Lounge pub. We both worked in such 
juxtaposed ends of the American political-
spectrum and consequently had different 
insights on the same current socio-political 
issues from our offices. Neither office could 
be differentiated from the other. Rather, the 
function and roles each of our Representatives 
played in the two-party bicameral system gave 
us an appreciation for the American values of 
representative democracy in action. 

Outside of our time on the Hill we had 
opportunities to travel around and immerse 
ourselves in predominantly Liberal big-city 
American culture. Over the Christmas break, Max 
spent a weekend celebrating the Eagles making 
it into the NFL playoffs in Philadelphia. Thereafter 
he spent Christmas in New York; window 
shopping on 5th Avenue late on Christmas Eve, 
visiting Trump Tower, consuming an unhealthy 
quantity of cheesy $1 pizza slices and pretending 
to live a big-city life. Kaitlyn took advantage of 
the cheap flights from the US and visited Iceland 
for a few days over Christmas. We also spent 
many of our weekends exploring parts of DC and 
Virginia, and were fortunate to spend our first 
weekend in the US at Thanksgiving Dinner with a 
kind American family.

Recipients of the Washington, NZPPS and BCJ internships

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who is involved in organising, 
facilitating and sponsoring this exceptional 
internship opportunity. While living in DC, 
we were invited to the New Zealand Embassy 
for Christmas parties, a trade function, 
an opportunity to meet with our current 
Ambassador to the United States (Rosemary 
Banks) and attend Winston Peter’s presentation 
on challenges in the Pacific Islands and the 
Indo-Pacific. Now into its seventh year, the 
Congressional Internship programme has a 
strong alumni network positioned in both New 
Zealand and the United States. 

In an unsolicited conclusion; we can truly 
recommend students apply for this opportunity 
of a lifetime to experience American culture and 
work within the epicentre of politics. If you have 
any questions or comments, please reach out to 
us through the Law School!

Internships
Dean of Law Ursula Cheer congratulates the 
seven students chosen for the Washington, 
NZPPS and BCJ Internships. District Prosecution 
Manager Anna Lloyd and Steve Burdes also 
attended. 

Washington Congressional Interns  
Max Beckert and Kaitlyn White

NZ Police Prosecution Service Interns  
Zak de Roo and Vinnie Adams

BCJ Police Intern 
Claudia Inch

BCJ Justice Interns 
Keileigh Turner and Caitlyn Frost
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Competitions 

The Client interviewing competition preliminary 
round was held on 19 March 2018 with 24 
competitors. The semi-finals were contested on 
20 March and the finals on 21 March. The two 
teams in the finals were Matthew Morrissey 
and Jordan Vink and Sorana Pandrea and Blaise 
Harkerss. Matthew Morrissey and Jordan Vink 
took out the title on the night with a highly 
polished performance. Sorana Pandrea and 
Blaise Harkerss also performed very well to 
come a close second.

Mooting was, again, generously sponsored 
by Bell Gully in 2018. The preliminary rounds 
for the open mooting competition were held 
on the evenings of 26 and 27 March. A smaller 
than usual complement of 17 mooters entered 
the competition, with a good number of new 
200-level students mooting for the first time, 
which is always great to see. The semi-finals were 
held on 22nd May in the Sir William Young Moot 
Court and the finals were held on the 28th of 
May before a bench comprising Associate Judge 
John Matthews (High Court), David Friar (Bell 
Gully), Craig Ruane (President of the Canterbury/
Westland branch of the NZ Law Society) and the 
Dean, Prof Ursula Cheer. The finalists were: Curtis 
Fatiaki, Lucian Nightingale,  Vicki Squires and Nic 
Wilson. Vicki Squires was named the best mooter 
and received the Judges’ Cup. Other trophies 
were awarded as a result of earlier rounds of the 
competition: the Law Faculty Cup for best Junior 
mooter in 2018 was won by Amelia Gunson and 
the Blue Cup (gifted by former Dean and Head of 
School, Richard Scragg) was won by Robbie Brew.

The Buddle Findlay Negotiation competition. 
The preliminaries were held on 14 May with 
32  entrants. The semi-final and final rounds were 
held at Buddle Findlay’s offices on Victoria Street. 
The two teams in the final were Tony Kim and 
Brendan McDonnell and Isaac Cummings and 
Liam Conaghan. In a close decision, Tony Kim and 
Brendan McDonnell were declared the winners.

The Junior Negotiation competition was 
sponsored by Chapman Tripp; they also kindly 
hosted the semis and finals. The finalists were 
Matthew Morrissey and Erin Ramsay and Blaise 
Harkerss and Benjamin Hawthorne.  Matthew 
Morrissey and Erin Ramsay took out the 
competition with Blaise Harkerss and Benjamin 
Hawthorne coming a very close second.

Witness Examination was sponsored by Minter 
Ellison Rudd Watts, and we had 24 students sign-
up to compete. The preliminaries and semis were 
held on 5 and 6 March with the finals held on 7 
March. The finalists were Matthew Morrissey and 
Thomas Bagnall with Thomas Bagnall winning 
the WitEx shield. Congratulations also from the 
Law School to Tom Bagnall on coming second in 

the National Witness ExAmination competition 
held at the NZLSA Conference in Christchurch. 
Tom is shown after his win in the regional finals.

UC hosted the annual NZ Law Students’ 
Association conference in 2018 and Canterbury 
fielded teams in all competitions. While all UC 
teams competed valiantly, only Tom Bagnall 
was able to break into finals contention.  Tom 
represented UC outstandingly well, placing 
second in the Witness Examination national final. 

The Law School would like to acknowledge all 
those who were involved in 2018 competitions, 
whether by helping out or competing.  A 
special thank you to the sponsoring firms’ 
representatives, local lawyers and faculty 
members who acted as judges. Your involvement 
is much appreciated and the competitions 
simply could not function without such support.  
The sterling work of Amy Smith and Andy Reid, 
the indefatigable and indispensable LAWSOC 
Competitions Officers for 2018 must also be 
acknowledged.   

Simon Dorset
Acting Master of Moots

Mooting - Vicki Squires being presented with the 
Judges’ Cup by Associate Judge John Matthews  
(High Court, Christchurch)

Client Interviewing winners Matthew Morrissey and Jordan Vink (with competition judges L-R Charlie Haines, 
(Tavendale and Partners), Professors Philip Joseph and Lynne Taylor)

Negotiators - Tony Kim and Brendan McDonnell WitEx – Tom Bagnall
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Gerard was admitted in 1980 and left New 
Zealand in 1983 to work for the Hong Kong 
Government’s legal division before going 
into private practice as a barrister sole. With 
Australian Andrew Bruce, he co-founded Gilt 
Chambers, which is now the largest chambers in 
the autonomous region.

He was ranked by Chambers and Partners as 
one of only two Star Individuals in dispute 
resolution in Hong Kong. He was awarded the 
Silver Bauhinia Star in 2005 for services to law in 
Hong Kong.

Gerard successfully represented the Chinese 
Government’s Railways Department in a case 
involving about US$28 billion, FG Hemisphere v 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

He was called as an expert witness in the law of 
Hong Kong in Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Brunei, Luxembourg, The Netherlands 
and the UK. He was appointed Deputy Judge 
of the High Court of Hong Kong in 2001-2003, 
exercising full civil and criminal law jurisdiction 
and as a Recorder of the High Court 2006-2008. 
He was a Professor of Law at the City University 
of Hong Kong.

Great legal intellect  

Professor Joseph says Gerard had a large presence 
– both in terms of personality and height – he 
was around 6 ft 4.

“Gerard had a very acute sense of humour and 
was great company, as well as being a great legal 
intellect. He had an outstanding legal mind, with 
a vast knowledge of the law. He was editor of the 
New Zealand Administrative Reports for many 
years while based in Hong Kong. He also wrote a 
number of book chapters and articles, usually by 
invitation. I note that the President of the Court 
of Appeal Justice Stephen Kós interrupted a court 
hearing in a habeas corpus application to pay 
tribute to Gerard. The Judge noted that Gerard co-
authored the leading text on that writ.”

That tribute included the following: “This is a 
habeas corpus appeal, and it is proper we begin 

Obituaries

Gerard and his wife Cicy

Dr Gerard McCoy QC, SC 1956-2020
13 May 2020 
Gerard McCoy who died recently at the age 
of 63 after a long illness, was one of the most 
prominent lawyers in Hong Kong having being 
involved in some of the biggest cases in the 
former British territory. He was so well regarded, 
young barristers would attend court to hear him 
develop his arguments.

A long-time friend, Philip Joseph, a Professor of 
Law at the University of Canterbury, and who 
worked on several cases with the barrister, said 
Gerard (right with wife Cicy) was highly regarded 
in both Hong Kong and New Zealand.

“He had what could be described as something 
of a cult following in Hong Kong,” says Professor 
Joseph.

“Whenever he would argue in court, word quickly 
spread about his appearance and inevitably the 
public gallery would fill with young barristers 
hanging on his every word. He had a marvellous 
memory, he could pull cases out of a hat, as it 
were, to provide a winning argument.

“He was in great demand because he was 
an outstanding advocate but he did feel 
the pressure at times. Often I heard him say 
he wanted to spend more time at home in 
Christchurch. But, when he did return, within a 
few days he would need his adrenaline fix again, 
and so off he would go back to Hong Kong.

“He loved the territory and he loved the lifestyle 
there. He was widely regarded as the leading 
public law advocate at the Hong Kong Bar. He 
was one of the last QCs to take silk there before 
the transition in 1997 from the UK to China.”

After the peaceful transition, Gerard McCoy 
became a Senior Counsel in Hong Kong.

He acted for Kim Dotcom when the German-
born, New Zealand-based Megaupload founder 
attempted to free up his Hong Kong money 
which had been frozen under an American court 
order. “And Gerard succeeded in doing so, which 
enabled Dotcom to fund his litigation in New 
Zealand,” says Professor Joseph.

The School of Law records with 
sadness the passing of Craig Fletcher 
ob 25th February 2019 aged 66

Peter Dan Anthony Hinchliff  
ob. 22nd December 2018, aged 77

Bruce Leslie Stanley died on 8th June 
2019, aged 89. Bruce was President 
of Canterbury District Law Society in 
1971/72. 

by recording, with regret, the death of Gerard 
McCoy, QC.

“His contribution to New Zealand law in recent 
years reflected his great interest in improving 
access to justice for the deprived.  History will 
record that his contribution, behind the scenes, 
to ensuring the appeal of Mr Teina Pora both got 
to London and was there allowed, effected the 
reversal of a great miscarriage of justice.  His 
death is a great loss to his family, and to the law.”

Professor Joseph also notes that Gerard carried 
out considerable pro bono work in New Zealand, 
including several high-profile cases, one of which 
the Professor appeared as junior to the barrister. 
“That was in a case involving the Prostitution 
Reform Act 2003. Some of the brothel owners 
went to Gerard and said ‘our brothels are now 
outside the designated brothel zone so we can’t 
operate’. We won that case unreservedly!”

Gerard McCoy acted for the ‘jailhouse lawyer’ 
Arthur William Taylor, arguing one of his cases 
involving the ban on prisoners voting.

“He also acted pro bono for Teina Pora in his 
compensation claim against the Crown. He 
successfully challenged, in the High Court, the 
Government’s decision not to inflation-index the 
compensation to which Mr Pora was entitled for 
the many years he wrongly spent in prison,” says 
Professor Joseph.

Mutual love of the law 

Philip Joseph met Gerard McCoy when the 
barrister walked into his law faculty office one 
day and presented his habeas corpus text. “We 
shared a mutual love of the law,” he says. “I still 
have that text on my shelf.”

At the time Gerard was enrolled at the 
University of Canterbury studying part-time 
for his doctorate. He graduated PhD in law in 
2007.  Professor Joseph says Gerard would travel 
back from Hong Kong regularly spending about 
a week in Christchurch, although his trips home 
seemed to become less regular of recent times.

Gerard with Gilt Chambers colleagues
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• In 2017, UCPLSS and the Otago Pacific Islands 
Law Students Association (PILSA) initiated 
a Sentencing Competition. This was held in 
Christchurch in 2017, then Dunedin in 2018, 
and was held in Christchurch in 2019. This is 
a great opportunity for members to use the 
analytical and reasoning skills they’ve learned 
in law classes. The competition is also a good 
opportunity for law faculty to take part as 
judges.

• During Wahine Week, UCPLSS will be putting 
on a joint graduate panel with Te Putariki.

• UCPLSS intends to put on Study With Me 
sessions during exam time so Pasifika 
law students can study together and pool 
knowledge. 

UCPLSS looks forward to seeing you at these 
events! We appreciate and anticipate your 
continued support.

Third parties
Pasifika Law 
Student’s Society
Bula vinaka, malo e lelei, talofa lava, and warm 
Pasifika greetings to you all!

We are the University of Canterbury Pasifika Law 
Students’ Society, otherwise known as UCPLSS. 
UCPLSS is a relatively young club, but represents 
the increasing importance of Pasifika people to 
the practice of law. In Aotearoa/New Zealand, 
Pacific people are often identified for their 
prowess on the rugby field and the music charts, 
but UCPLSS knows that we are contributing in 
many other ways, and wants to provide support 
for Pasifika students who are breaking the 
mould. 

UCPLSS knows the isolation of being one of only 
a few Pasifika law students in classes, so it has 
three objectives: 

• To promote the culture of Pasifika peoples 
at the University of Canterbury and act as a 
platform to develop connectivity in a social 
and wider community context;

• To provide representation of Pasifika peoples 
at the University of Canterbury for the benefit 
of having a voice on campus; and

• To enhance the academic performance of 
members of the Club.

To complete these aims, UCPLSS puts on several 
events throughout the academic year:

• UCPLSS put on the Pacific Law and Culture 
conference from 2-4 July 2018. This is a biennial 
conference that centres Pasifika perspectives 
on legal issues. The conference was very 
successful and enjoyable, and we have to 
thank our biggest advocate in faculty, the 
amazing Natalie Baird!

• UCPLSS planned a joint barbeque with 
Te Putariki at the start of the term, but 
unfortunately rainy weather postponed it. We 
are planning another barbeque for next term.

• Two kava nights are planned as fundraisers 
for UCPLSS. Kava is an Oceanic root that is 
traditionally enjoyed as a communal drink. The 
first night will be held at a Tongan church, and 
the second will be a student-focussed event.

“He would always come armed with interesting 
cases to mull over, often ones in which Gerard 
was acting.

“He was also a very dear friend of the Canterbury 
law faculty. He established the Hotung 
Fellowship which came through his work for 
Eric Hotung, a very wealthy businessman and 
philanthropist. We use the Fellowship to bring 
out distinguished judges each year to deliver 
public lectures throughout New Zealand. That is 
a legacy that Gerard has left us and the faculty is 
very grateful indeed. The endowment means the 
faculty will be able to host distinguished Hotung 
Visiting Fellows in the years ahead. Fellows have 
included US Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor, UK Supreme Court Judge Lord Walker 
of Gestingthorpe, and High Court of Australia 
Judge Justice Stephen Gageler AC.”

Gerard McCoy was also an Adjunct Professor of 
Law at the University of Canterbury, where he 
regularly presented guest lectures.

He was a keen follower of cricket and established 
an annual cricket match between law staff and 
students at the University of Canterbury.

Gerard was also a strong advocate of animal 
welfare. A fellow lawyer in Christchurch Chris 

Morrall says: “When he became aware that a 
horse was going to be put down, he just couldn’t 
allow it to happen. So he adopted the mare called 
Liarliarpantsonfire. Gerard and his fellow lawyers 
bred from her and she went on to produce several 
very successful racehorses. He was a real animal 
lover.”

Professor Joseph says his friend was diagnosed 
with leukaemia last year.

Gerard McCoy leaves behind his wife Cicy, his son 
Kim and his daughter Zoe.  Both Kim and Zoe 
are also lawyers; Kim at the Hong Kong bar and 
a member of Gilt Chambers. Kim and Zoe both 
studied for their law degrees at Otago University 
but Zoe also went on to study for her LLM at 
Canterbury University, which she completed with 
1st Class Honours.  Zoe is now studying to be 
admitted to the Hong Kong bar.

Major cases  

A statement from Gilt Chambers, published in 
the South China Morning Post, said:

“He loved his family. He loved Hong Kong. He 
loved the law. He hoped and believed the law 
would make Hong Kong a better place. Hong 
Kong and Gilt Chambers will not see his like 
again.”

 
In a career spanning 40 years, he defended the 
likes of milkshake murderer Nancy Kissel, and 
British investment banker Rurik Jutting, whose 
drug-fuelled murders of two Indonesian women 
in 2014 made international headlines.

The Morning Post says, two years ago, he 
defended Malaysian professor Khaw Kim Sun, 
who was jailed for life after murdering his wife 
and daughter, in a case Gerard McCoy’s close 
friend Andrew Bruce SC, with whom he co-
founded Gilt Chambers, was prosecuting.

Mr Bruce told the newspaper he called his friend 
a “polymath” and said he was “one of the finest 
counsels I have seen in my career”. “He’s a person 
who was able to make bricks out of straw,” he 
added.

Top criminal lawyer Lawrence Lok Ying-kam, who 
fought alongside Gerard McCoy in one major 
case, praised him for his versatile legal skills.

“He was the best legal brain in Hong Kong, no 
doubt about it,” Lok told the Morning Post.

www.lawsociety.org.nz/news-and-
communications/people-in-the-law/obituaries/
dr-gerard-mccoy-qc,-sc 

Reprinted from the Law Society publication.
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UC Women in Law 
2019 marked the third year of UC Women in 
Law (UCWIL) on campus. From starting out as 
fledging club at the end of 2016, UCWIL has 
transformed into a strong community within 
our law school. We are now made up of over 200 
active members, an exec of twelve passionate 
law students, as well as a network of alumni and 
other supporters from the legal profession. 

This year we extend thanks to local Moroccan 
restaurant Dubba Dubba, BNZ, The Fitting Room 
and the UC Law School for their Clubs Day 
sponsorship. Our $10 Dubba Dubba vouchers 
with membership were particularly well received, 
and we were able to use these again when 
celebrating International Women’s Day on Friday 
8 March. Our exec set up an educational treasure 
hunt, hiding vouchers for our members to find in 
books about inspirational women in the Puaka 
James Hight Library.

Third parties
Earlier that week, we were privileged to host 
“UCWIL Welcome”. Proudly sponsored by 
Saunders & Co, this event was designed to kick-
start our year, with a special focus on welcoming 
new members. Cherry Mo and Tui Scott from 
Saunders & Co, and Acting Dean Professor 
Elizabeth Toomey shared some words on their 
experiences in the legal profession. Our members 
were able to mingle with one another and our 
guest speakers while we enjoyed some delicious 
canapés. 

More recently, UCWIL hosted an extremely 
successful Clerkships Workshop in the UC Law 
Staff Lounge. We welcomed representatives from 
Ryan Recruitment, Wynn Williams, Lane Neave 
and the University who each gave fantastic tips 
on Summer clerkship applications, interviewing, 
and clerkships generally. Over 50 students 
attended this free event, and the responses from 
attendees were overwhelmingly positive. 

UCWIL looks forward to offering more social 
and educational opportunities to our members 
as 2019 continues. We welcome new members 
or interested supporters to reach out to us on 
Facebook or email at ucwomeninlaw@gmail.
com. 

Te Pūtairiki, the UC Māori 
Law Students’ Society
Tūmuaki Marama Aubrey, Zak de Roo, Dean of Law Ursula Cheer 
and Law School staff, ex Dean Richard Scragg, and past and present 
members joined in Te Pūtairiki, the UC Māori Law Students’ Society, 
25th Anniversary celebrations on 6 October 2018 at Chateau on the 
Park. The evening was, quite simply, anō te pai!  

Celebrating Te Pūtairiki’s 25th Anniversary

Law for Change UC
Law for Change UC is a 
student-lead organisation at 
the University of Canterbury 
which provides opportunities 
for students to use their legal 
skills in the public interest. We 
are passionate about making 
a difference to our community 
and love to encourage students 
to get involved.

2019 is a big year for us as we 
finally launched our ‘Prison 
Project’ in collaboration with 
the Department of Corrections, 
CRIMSOC UC and Community 
Law Canterbury. Students 

will be volunteering at the 
Christchurch Youth Offenders 
Unit at the prison. We have also 
created a Volunteering Guide, 
which collates some of the best 
volunteering opportunities 
available for students.

This year we have organised for 
the community a Euthanasia 
Bill Debate with David Seymour, 
Alternative Careers Evening with 
Duncan Webb and our annual 
quiz night with more to come as 
the year progresses! 

For information please visit 
facebook.com/lawforchangeUC
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Scandalum
from The Law of Torts in New Zealand. The book is 
called Leading Cases in Song. It contains 27 songs, 
all based on entertaining, and sometimes totally 
bizarre, decisions of the courts in the UK and the 
US (plus one from Canada). The book includes 
three short operettas of five or six songs each, 
while the rest of the songs stand on their own.

Every one of the songs is set to music composed 
by Sir Arthur Sullivan and taken from the 19th 
century Gilbert and Sullivan operas. The music 
has two happy advantages. First, the tunes are 
lively and cheerful, highly memorable and exactly 
right for the accompanying songs. Second, I was 
able to include the musical scores in the book, as 
they were out of copyright!

The book is illustrated with a series of clever 
and laugh-inducing cartoons drawn by Murray 
Nicol, an old friend. Many people have compared 
Murray’s drawings with those of Quentin Blake. 
In my opinion they have their own special and 
distinctive character and are just as good.

After publication of the book I hired a recording 
studio and produced a CD of most of the 
songs. This came about with the great help 
of Jamie Ling, law graduate from Canterbury 
and outstanding opera singer, who organised 
a group of singers from Canterbury Opera, 
and John Pattinson, retired lecturer in music 
at the University of Canterbury, who was the 
musical director and pianist. The result is that 
the recording has both beautiful singing and 
excellent piano accompaniment.

Advertising poster for the Famous Cases in Song show.

A Trip to Melbourne
In May of 2018 I made a trip to Melbourne that 
I was confident I was going to enjoy, and my 
stay over an extended weekend went as well as I 
had hoped. Before explaining, I need to give the 
background to this trip.

In 2014 Thomson Reuters published a book that 
I had been working on, spasmodically, over the 
years that is close to my heart and very different 

We now come to the point. In 2017 I received an 
email from Kylie Weston-Scheuber, a barrister in 
Melbourne who has formed a theatrical society 
called “Bottled Snail Productions”, inquiring 
about performance rights. I was very happy 
to grant them, and in 2018 Kylie went on to 
produce two of the operettas – Mrs Carlill and the 
Amazing Carbolic Smoke Ball and, appropriately, 
Donoghue v Stevenson: The Opera – as part of 
Melbourne’s Law Week. The cast of 12 was made 
up of six Melbourne judges, five barristers or 
solicitors and one non-lawyer. The show was 
called Famous Cases in Song and was presented 
over three nights in the Victorian Supreme Court 
Library. It was sold out every night.

I was of course keen to see the show and flew 
over to Melbourne to watch. I am happy to report 
that (viewed entirely objectively) it was a roaring 
success. The cast had a lot of fun rehearsing and 
performing it, and the audience responded in 
the same vein. After the final night we all went 
out to a nearby pub/restaurant, and during the 
festivities I was given a book inscribed with 
the producers’ and all members of the cast’s 
thoughts on how much they had enjoyed 
themselves. A nice touch. 

Happy reading! Happy listening!

Stephen Todd
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