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Te Kura TureLAW

Howzat! 
More Law School success.



I am very pleased to write this introduction to the 
2016 Law School Newsletter. We have all been working 
extremely hard once again in 2016, and I venture to say 
productively and successfully. 

In late 2015 a rather bizarre online media report 
described me as being the 1st feminine law dean (which 
was true since all my predecessors at Canterbury were 
indeed, very masculine). That report, from the Today/
True online newspaper, also noted that I was to work in 
a team ‘aboard Tibeto-Burman Scott as head of faculty’. 
I am very happy to tell you that in 2016 my journey 
aboard Tibeto-Burman (otherwise known as our Head 
of School, Professor Karen Scott) has been a most 
successful one. While at times the sea has been slightly 
rough with the odd swell, we have crested every wave 
and neither has thrown the other out of the boat, nor, 
as in the famous Cabin Boy case, have we contemplated 
eating each other! I want to thank Karen for being 
a steadfast friend and colleague this year – we have 
encouraged and consoled each other, whinged, argued, 
laughed, agreed to disagree, exchanged gifts and food, 
nearly shed the odd tear, and generally worked, I like to 
believe, as a fairly effective team. So thanks, Karen – I 
have appreciated and been the beneficiary of your 
clear thinking and eye for detail, your deep sense of 
responsibility and your love of chocolate and baking (as 
has everyone else).

The Today/True article also foretold two other things: 
first, that the Law School was going to be a ‘light 
emitting diode’ before long and that ‘things square 
measure dynamical but slowly’. I am very happy 
to confirm that both of these things have come to 
pass. Let me point out just a few of the events and 
achievements of the School in 2016. 

First, some staff changes that have occurred. In 
2016, Ben France-Hudson left us to go (foolishly) to 
another place (which I will not name but I can say it is 
further south of here and much colder!). However, our 
School staff continues to grow in terms of numbers, 

expertise and diversity! This year we have welcomed 
some wonderful new members of staff, including Dr 
Matt Barber. Matt’s area of special interest is Contract 
law and it was a pleasure after 20 years to hand the 
co-ordination of that subject over to Matt. We are 
also thrilled to have Toni Collins on the team, who 
specialises in Land law, and the law of landlord and 
tenant as affected by the Canterbury earthquakes. All 
the way from North America via Aberystwyth comes Dr 
Shea Esterling, who specialises in International Human 
Rights, especially indigenous rights. And after a slighter 
shorter journey from the other side of our college in 
commerce, we enticed Annick Masselot to join us and 
share her expertise in European and employment law, 
with particular emphasis on gender issues. We also 
have on board Professor Elizabeth McDonald, who is 
an expert in criminal law, specialising in evidence and 
sexual offending, although Elizabeth will essentially be 
on deck in person in 2017. 

Last, but not least, we welcomed two new professional 
staff – Deb Parr is located in the College hub but 
we have special rights to Deb in relation to the 
administration of the BCJ). Ariana Johannsen is our new 
student adviser working with Margaret Ricketts and 
Simon Dorset, with special responsibility for vulnerable 
students. 

There is more! We have been very fortunate to make 
two fantastic appointments who will arrive in 2017, 
when we will welcome back an old friend, Professor Neil 
Boister, to teach and research in international criminal 
law, and we will welcome a new appointee, Elizabeth 
McPherson, who has many year’s experience as a 
practising lawyer in Australia and New Zealand in the 
areas of Aboriginal and Maori rights. Elizabeth speaks 
Māori and Spanish and has advanced knowledge of 
resource management and land tenure arrangements 
in three jurisdictions – Australia, New Zealand and 
Chile. 

I cannot record all our achievements here. However, by 
my rough calculation, in 2016, Law School staff have 
published 46 chapters in books, 25 journal articles, 
10 authored books, 3 edited books, 28 conference 
contributions, 1 thesis and 19 other publications 
such as blogs and commentaries! Frankly I find this 
astonishing! 

Besides this, we have introduced nearly 680 students to 
the joys of the study of law and also the criminal justice 
system and cajoled and charmed over 220 students 
into passing the compulsory second year courses. 
Another 150 students successfully reached graduation. 
Our students go on to success in everything they do, 
from working in law firms and for NGOs, to becoming 
in-house counsel, judges’ clerks, and even into the 
insurance industry – I know this because two of them 
are working on the earthquake file for my house, while 
another wonderful recent graduate is actually my 
lawyer on the other side!

I pay special tribute here to our graduate Margot 
Gibson, who graduated with LLB, First Class Honours 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and History 
after completing in 2015. She recently completed an 
internship with the New Zealand Mission to the United 
Nations in Vienna where she worked on issues of 
nuclear security and transnational organised crime. To 

cap this off, Margot has just won a Rhodes Scholarship 
to go to Oxford, where she intends to study an MPhil 
in International Relations. She was the only candidate 
put forward by the University this year, and so we are 
thrilled that a law graduate was the sole cause of that 
100% success rate! 

I must also make special mention of the BCJ 
programme, which continues to grow and enhance the 
reputation of the School and University. I need to thank 
our stakeholders in government, Mike Webb from NZ 
Police, Andrew Bridgman in the Ministry of Justice and 
Darius Fagan in the Department of Corrections, for their 
continued support and engagement in the programme. 
Special mention goes to Mike who arranged the first 
Wellington internship for us this year. We value his 
input on the Board of Studies and in the programme 
generally. I pay special thanks also to Heather Wolffram 
who took over seamlessly from Lyndon Fraser as 
director while he has been on sabbatical for half 
of the year, and to Jarrod Gilbert for his continued 
extraordinary commitment to the degree. The very 
first student to graduate was Annabel Frost in 2015. 
Fourteen students graduated for the BCJ in December 
2016 and there will be more in April 2017. Thanks to 
everyone for their hard work in developing this new and 
exciting programme.

Our wonderful post-graduate students continue to 
embark on astonishing academic journeys with only 
us to guide them. Our post-grads are an integral part 
of the Law School and their contributions are highly 
valued and a matter of pride for us all. 

To everyone else who has contributed to and supported 
the School in achieving this success, I say a heart-felt 
thank you. To Heather and Fiona in the office, to Simon, 
Margaret and Ariana on the front line with students, to 
all of our academic staff, to those in the wider College, 
and to our PVC Sonia Mazey, to the judiciary, the 
profession and other legal personnel, I say thank you. 
A good law school is only the sum of its parts, and we 
could not be what is still probably the most collegial 
law school in the country, and a great place to work, 
without all of you. 

The year was not without challenges. The first part 
of it saw a University-wide debate over the future of 
Faculties in our new organisational structure. We have 
managed to retain the Faculty, which will continue to 
function as the guardian and protector of our degrees.

I hope you enjoy reading this Newsletter, which 
contains much I have not been able to mention here. 
We continue to reach out to the profession and other 
employers, to our graduates and indeed to anyone 
interested in connecting with us and our endeavours. 
Please do not hesitate to be in touch to talk about 
matters of mutual benefit, or simply to touch base 
with your law school. Our students and graduates are 
wonderful, bright, high achieving people, and we are 
very proud of them all.

Warmest wishes

Ursula Cheer

From the Dean
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Toni Collins
Toni completed her Ph.D. and passed her 
oral examination without the need of any 
amendments.

She is interested in, and working on, legal issues 
connected with natural disasters. Christchurch 
and Canterbury were her first living laboratory, 
but now she has a bigger one stretching from the 
Amuri and Kaikoura as far north as Wellington.

Toni has a son and twin daughters. One of 
her daughters is in the third year of her law 
degree here at Canterbury; the other is doing a 
science degree in physiology at the University 
of Auckland. Her son is still at school. Toni is 
very fond of snorkelling ~ most recently at the 
Goat Island Marine Reserve at Leigh, north of 
Auckland. But she has been fortunate enough 
to snorkel on the Great Barrier Reef and in Fiji, 
Samoa and Tahiti. She considers Tahiti the best, 
as every day she went out she encountered a 
turtle or turtles. One day she saw three. She 
rather likes turtles. 

Karen Scott
Although burdened with the heavy duties 
of Head of School, Karen contributed the 
New Zealand chapter to Bankes, Dahl and 
VanderZwaag’s Aquaculture Law and Policy: 
Global, Regional and National Perspectives, and a 
chapter on ‘Non-compliance Procedures and the 
Implementation of Commitments under Wildlife 
Treaties’ in Bowman, Davies and Goodwin’s 
Research Handbook on Biodiversity and Law. She 
wrote on The Evolution of Marine Spatial Planning 
in New Zealand: Past, Present and Possible Future 
for the International Journal of Marine and 
Coastal Law, and on Evolving MPA Management 
in New Zealand: Between Principle and 
Pragmatism for the journal Ocean Development 
and International Law. She also found time for 
three conference presentations. One, at a United 
Nations gathering in New York on legal order in 
the world’s oceans, was on climate change, the 
oceans and navigating legal orders; another, at 
the Guanghua Law School of Zheijiang University 
in China, was on New Zealand practice in 
regulating the navigation of foreign vessels. 

Stephen Todd
In 2016 Professor Todd’s The Law of Torts in New 
Zealand celebrated the 25th anniversary of its 
1991 publication. Dame Sian Elias, Chief Justice of 
New Zealand, graciously provided a foreword to 
the seventh edition. She wrote in part:

‘In the tradition of the great text writers on torts 
~ Salmond, Winfield and Fleming ~ The Law of 
Torts in New Zealand has influenced directions by 
its exposition of the principles and policies of the 
law and by its analysis and criticism…..

The best legal writing both sparks the 
imagination and provides discipline. The Law of 
Torts in New Zealand is in that mould. It provides 
insights and analysis for all practising in this 
field. I expect it to remain the defining work on 
torts in New Zealand for the next twenty-five 
years and to continue to influence the direction 
of New Zealand law.’

Professor Todd is also, with J.F.Burrows and 
Jeremy Finn, the author of The Law of Contract in 
New Zealand, the only substantial New Zealand 
text on the law of contract. Its fifth edition was 
also published in 2016.

These two texts are respectively the most cited 
and second most cited texts in New Zealand 
courts.

Stephen was also author or part author of seven 
chapters in the 2016 fifth edition of Introduction 
to Commercial Law, edited by Henry Holderness.

Stephen organised a seminar here at the 
University of Canterbury called ‘Thoughts on 

Staff News

Greetings, my friends, wherever and whoever 
you are! Yes, here I am, still here, after all these 
years, and greeting you. My life has been a 
happy one, meeting and teaching so many 
happy, talented, keen and just interesting 
people. Editing this newsletter reminds me, 
if reminders were needed, what a talented lot 
our students and graduates are, and in what 
a great variety of occupations ~ sometimes 
genuinely surprisingly ones ~ they put their 
legal training to good use. Do write to us and 
tell us all about yourselves, your lives, careers 
and meditations, here or overseas. We are an 
international band of brothers and sisters, 
we Canterbury graduates, and we should 
maintain that family feeling. It is not gossip, 
it is valuable social information! 

 I step into Professor Cheer’s big shoes, if she 
will forgive the metaphor, in becoming editor. 
As you will have read last year, this newsletter, 
and future ones, will be sent to you digitally, 
as well as being available for downloading 
from the Law School website as usual ~ but if 
you still wish to receive a paper copy ~ a hard 
copy ~ do please tell us. 

It has been a busy year at the old Law School. 
It will not have escaped your attention that 
the 2016 newsletter is a little on the late side. 
We do apologise. There has been one thing 

and another... the latest PBRF (Performance 
Based Research Funding) round amongst 
other things. But we are determined that the 
2017 newsletter will not be arriving so late  
in 2018.

 We hope you will find items of interest in 
here. Do keep in touch! Tell us of changes of 
address, and of graduates who are not on 
our mailing lists at all. And tell us how you’re 
getting on! This newsletter is not just about 
the staff, it is about all of us.

With kind regards,

David Round 
david.round@canterbury.ac.nz

or

The Editor,
The School of Law Newsletter,
School of Law, 
University of Canterbury, 
Private Bag 4800,
Christchurch 8140

Visit the Law School Website at:  
www.canterbury.ac.nz/law

A Note from the Editor

Ursula Cheer
In addition to her Diaconal duties Ursula’s 
monograph, Media Law in New Zealand, was 
published by Wolters and Kluwer. She was 
the author of a chapter on the ‘dignity torts’, 
considering the mingled future of defamation 
and privacy law, in Comparative Defamation and 
Privacy, edited by A. Kenyon and published by 
the Canterbury University Press. With colleagues 
Professor Lynne Taylor, Associate Professor John 
Caldwell, Dr Debra Wilson and Natalie Baird 
she was the co-author of a report The Making 
of Lawyers: Expectations and Experiences of 
Second Year New Zealand Law Students. She 
had two articles published on media law and 
the recognition of the media’s business and 
economic interests in defamation and privacy 
law. She attended a conference in Singapore in 
the middle of the year. Together with her partner 
Rob and daughter Stella, she appeared in the 
Elmwood Players’ production of Jumpy. The 
family holidayed in Rarotonga at the end  
of winter. 
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Torts’ for judges, practitioners and academics. 
This was to mark the 25th anniversary of the first 
publication of Todd on Torts, as it is familiarly 
known. His own presentation at the seminar 
was ‘Themes over 25 Years’. In June he made a 
presentation on new developments in tort law 
to a Legal Research Foundation Masterclass in 
Auckland, and later to the Crown Law Office in 
Auckland. In August he presented an invited 
paper on vicarious liability to the New Zealand 
Insurance Law Association. In the same month he 
presented an invited plenary paper on ‘Vicarious 
Liability, Non-delegable Duties and Protecting 
Vulnerable People’ in a conference on ‘Protecting 
Business and Economic Interests: Contemporary 
Issues in Tort Law’ organised by the Singapore 
Management University, Bond University and the 
Singapore Academy of Law. 

Chris Riffel
In 2016 Chris published a book on protection 
against unfair competition in the world trading 
system. Among other things, the book examines 
the protection of core labour standards and 
traditional knowledge by the rules of the World 
trade Organisation. He also authored the 
fundamental article on ‘mega-regionals’ in the 
Max Planck Encyclopaedia of Public International 
Law, the number one online source in the field 
of international law. He presented papers at an 
International law Colloquium in the Australian 
Attorney-General’s Department in Canberra, the 
Thomson Reuters New and Emerging Scholars 
Symposium in Wellington, and the Environment, 
Trade and Investment Symposium in Dunedin. 
Together with Roisin Burke as general editor, 
Chris assumed editorial responsibility for the 
New Zealand Yearbook of International Law. Two 
students under his supervision published their 
research internationally.

John Hopkins
John received an honorary life membership of the 
Australasian Law Teachers Association, and won 
the award for the best written paper at the ALTA 
conference with a paper on the use of overseas 
case law in New Zealand’s constitutional 
jurisprudence. He made a presentation to the 
Hong Kong Baptist University on the Single 
European Act, and an invited written submission 
to Parliament’s Foreign Affairs and Trade Select 
Committee on the TPPA. The New Zealand Law 
Review published his paper, The First Victim, 
Administrative Law and Natural Disasters. He also 
lectured at the WEA on Europe’s migrant crisis, 
and received a European Union Centres Network 
Grant for his work as Principal Investigator of 
Regional Responses to Trans-Boundary Disasters.

Rhonda Powell
But for an indisposition Rhonda would have been 
the co-ordinator of Laws 344 Gender and the 
Law, which was taught for the first time. With 
Annick Masselot she began a discussion group, 
Gendering Discusion@UC, open to postgraduates 
and established academics from any discipline. 
She is working on a monograph based on her 
D.Phil thesis The Right to Security, an article on 
the role of parent-child genetic connexion in 
surrogacy, another on 100-level legal education 
as part of The 100 Level Law Study, with John 
Hopkins, and an edited collection of feminist 
judgments (with Elisabeth McDonald, Mamari 
Stevens and Rosemary Hunter.) She ran a two 
day workshop as part of the Feminist Judgments 
Project Aotearoa: Te Rino, presented a paper on 
the same subject at a Christchurch conference 
on gender equality and feminist practice, and 
gave a paper at the University of Otago Law and 
Medicine Symposium. She also gave birth to 
baby George, and has been trying her hand at 
gardening.

Elizabeth Toomey 
Elizabeth, with Professor Jeremy Finn, and 
co-authors from the Faculty of Law, Otago 
University, Professor Jacinta Ruru and Dr Ben 
France-Hudson, continued to investigate 
potential revised legal frameworks for ownership 
and use of multi-unit dwellings on a single 
site. This project has been funded by a research 
grant of $50,000.00 from Building Research 
Association New Zealand (BRANZ) and a further 
grant of $7000.00 from the New Zealand Law 
Foundation The Final Report will be lodged on 1 
May 2017. 

She is also a member of another research team 
( Professors Elizabeth Toomey and Jeremy Finn, 
Associate Professor John Hopkins and Dr Toni 
Collins) that has been granted a research grant 
of $63,000.00 to be part of the National Science 
Challenge 11 ( Building Better Homes, Towns 
and Cities) to investigate regulatory reform for 
better housing in New Zealand. This is a two year 
project that will begin on 1 May 2017. 

Elizabeth was delighted to see two of her PhD 
students – Dr Robert Kipp ( co-supervisor with 
Associate John Hopkins) and Dr Toni Collins 
(associate supervisor with Professor Jeremy Finn) 
– complete their theses in 2016.

Associate Professor John Hopkins, Dr Robert Kipp 
and she were awarded a MBIE Quakecore grant of 
NZ $12,000.00 to undertake the research project, 
“Safe as Houses? The Impact of the Earthquake-
prone Buildings Amendment Act 2016 on New 
Zealand’s Existing Building Stock”. The award 
and the Law School will fund an LLM student to 

undertake the work under John and Elizabeth’s 
supervision. 

She was the convenor and co-organiser (with Dr 
Ben France-Hudson and Henry Holderness) of the 
13th Australasian Property Teachers Conference, 
that was held at the School of Law on 14/15 
April 2016. We were very grateful for the New 
Zealand Law Foundation’s generous Conference 
grant which funded all the expenses for our 
keynote speaker, Ms Audrey Loeb, a partner at 
Miller Thomson LLP in Toronto and expert in 
condominium developments in Canada, as well 
as student scholarships which enabled students 
from each of the six New Zealand Law Schools 
to attend. As well as the very entertaining and 
instructive address from Ms Loeb, twenty two 
other papers were presented. The papers covered 
a diverse range of topics that examined many 
property law issues. Our conference dinner was 
held at Bamboozle and we were delighted both 
with the number of attendees who brought 
partners with them and the excellent turnout 
from our student representatives. Selected 
papers from the conference have now been 
published in a special edition of the Canterbury 
Law Review: (2016) 22 Canta LR. 

Along with other publications, she has published 
two detailed journal articles dealing with real 
property law in the Australian Property Law 
Journal and the New Zealand Law Review, and her 
chapter, “The Complexities of Land Acquisition 
and Zoning after the Canterbury, New Zealand 
Earthquakes” was published in Rule of Law in the 
Asian Disaster Recovery: Toward a Human-Centred 
Disaster Management (Routledge, 2016). 

She has also presented conference papers 
at the following conferences: Australasian 
Housing Research Conference, Auckland, 17-19 
February 2016; Property Law Half Day Conference, 
Auckland, 23 February 2016; Cross Lease 
Workshop, Christchurch, 7 March 2016; Australian 
And New Zealand Disaster and Emergency 
Management Conference, Gold Coast, Australia, 
3-5 May (with Henry Holderness); 13th Australasian 
Property Law Teachers Conference, Christchurch, 
14-15 April (see above) (with Professor Jeremy Finn 
and Dr Ben France-Hudson); Canadian Law And 
Society Conference, Calgary, 28-30 May 2016; and 
Professor Jeremy Finn and she wrote a conference 
paper, “Of fences, cliffs and ambulances: 
condominium governance and preparing for 
adverse effects” that was presented to the 
Corporate Social Sustainability Symposium, 
Barcelona, 21-22 November 2016. 

Elizabeth has been part of a specialist committee 
of the New Zealand Law Society which has made 
extensive submissions to the Government on the 
Land Transfer Bill. 

Staff News
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Annick Masselot 
Annick joined the Law School in July 2016. She 
finished and defended her doctoral dissertation, 
The Emerging Childcare Strategy in European 
Union Law: The Struggle between Care, Gender 
Equality and the Market, and graduated Ph. D. 
With Rhonda Powell, Ursula Cheer, Natalie Baird 
and Abby Suzco, she taught the new course 
Gender and the Law (Laws 344). A number of 
lawyers attended, and Justice Susan Glazebrook 
gave a presentation on equality, myths and the 
legal profession.

In October Annick and others gave a UC Connect 
public lecture on Being a Feminist Judge ~ 

Rewriting Judgments: Feminism in Action, and in 
November she gave an address at the Crawford 
School of Public Policy at the Australian National 
University on Social Investment and Gender 
Equality: A critical review of the cases of childcare 
in the European Union and welfare policies on 
lone-parents in New Zealand. 

Heather Couch and 
Fiona Saunders
Heather (23 years) and Fiona (12 years) were 
presented with Length of Service certificates, 
along with all the other long serving (and long 
suffering) professional staff at UC.

Left to right: Dean of Law Professor Ursula Cheer, Fiona Saunders, Heather Couch, Head of School Professor  
Karen Scott

Justice Susan Glazebrook (centre) with the LAWS344 Gender and the Law students

 

Honours
John Burrows

John Burrows’ 
intellect, integrity, 
scholarship and 
public spirit have 
made him universally 
recognised and 
respected. His 
lectures on many 
subjects over many 

years at Canterbury were models of clarity, 
as popular as they were lucid. He was an 
early pioneer of the study of legislation as a 
subject in its own right, and his textbook 
on media law has become an indispensible 
vade mecum. After an immense 
contribution to the Canterbury Law School 
he became a Commissioner at the New 
Zealand Law Commission, and has more 
recently shouldered the burden of chairing 
government advisory panels on possible 
changes to our constitution and flag. He 
richly deserved, therefore, the honour which 
Her Majesty was graciously pleased to 
bestow upon him when in the 2017 New 
Year’s Honours list Professor John Frederick 
Burrows, ONZM, QC, was made a 
Companion of the Order of New Zealand 
(CNZM) for services to the State. 
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Ariana 
Johansson
Ariana joined the 
University Of Canterbury 
School of Law in 
September 2016.  She 
graduated from UC in 
2010 with a Bachelor 
of Laws and then 2012 

with a Bachelor of Science (Psychology).  She 
had always had a particular fascination with the 
Criminal Justice system as a whole and people’s 
interactions with it, victims and offenders and 
wider players in the system.  While studying 
law she became increasingly interested in 
Restorative Justice and upon completion of her 
degree worked with the Community Law Centre 
and Restorative Justice Services Otautahi.  At 
that stage she was ready to change the world 
of course, and these seemed two appropriate 
places to start.  Her time at Community Law was 
cut short by the February 2011 earthquake so 
she undertook some travel, mainly throughout 
Europe, USA and a few other countries for about 
9 months.  She loved learning more about 
culture, people and places.  When she came back 
from overseas she was still gripped by the travel 
bug so alongside her work as a Restorative Justice 
Facilitator she became a Liaison Officer at the 
University of Canterbury honing and refining her 
skills in public speaking, expecting it would one 
day be useful for court work.  However, she loved 
working at the University in Liaison traveling 
up and down the country talking to people, and 
also loved meeting and helping students so she 
decided to stay on at the University and worked 
in Liaison for a few years.  This segued nicely into 
joining part time at the Law School.  She now 
helps students in Law and Criminal Justice while 
maintaining her links to the Criminal Justice 
community predominantly through restorative 
justice.  God and whanau are important to her. 
She enjoys good competitive sport whether it be 
watching rugby or playing football or touch.  She 
likes to think in whatever capacity she labours 
whether it is for a team, whanau, colleagues, 
students, victims or offenders it is for the love of 
people.  He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, 
he tangata, he tangata (What is the most 
important thing in the world?  The people. The 
people, the people).

Deb Parr
Deb joined the College 
of Business and Law 
administration team 
in April 2016, having 
previously worked 
in the School of 
Education until the 
merger with Teacher’s 

College in 2007. From there she moved to CPIT 
as Administrator for the Library and Learning 
Services, and then on to the Department of 
Conservation. She has held a number of roles 
over the years but prefers working in a tertiary 
environment, so was absolutely thrilled to get her 
current position with the School of Law. Deb is 
based in the College hub on Level 2, and her main 
areas of responsibility are administration for the 
Bachelor of Criminal Justice, Law Postgraduate 
programme administration, events and seminar 
organisation and general assistance to the 
Academic Administrator and the School PA.

Elisabeth 
McDonald
Elisabeth teaches and 
researches in the areas 
of criminal law, the law 
of evidence and law and 
sexuality - with issues 
of sexual violence at 
the intersection of all 

those legal inquiries. She was first interested 
in the feminist challenges to the admissibility 
of evidence in sexual cases when doing work 
to mark the Suffrage Centennial in 1993 and 
following that was granted FoRST funding to look 
at the experience of women rape complainants 
in court. This research was presented at the 
1996 DSAC conference in Wellington. Since then 
Elisabeth has published widely on issues arising 
in the prosecution of sexual violence, including 
co-authorship of a Law Foundation funded book 
From ‘Real Rape’ to Real Justice (2011). In 2014 she 
received a Marsden grant to look at the role of 
rape mythology in the trial process. 

In the context of evidence law, she is the author 
and co-author of two leading New Zealand 
text books (Principles of the Law of Evidence in 
Criminal Case (2012) and The Evidence Act 2006: 
Act and Analysis (3rd edition, 2014)), as well as 
many articles and chapters. She has been on 
the Faculty of the annual Institute of Judicial 
Studies Evidence and Procedure seminars 
(judicial training programmes) since 2007. She 
is regularly consulted by the Law Commission 

(most recently sitting on the expert panel for the 
Commission’s work on family violence, homicide 
and strangulation). She has worked with the 
Police in a number of capacities over the last 
20 years, and has assisted with the evidential 
aspects of the Palmerston North trial into 
onsite recording survivors’ statements of family 
violence incidents.

She is currently co-convenor of the Feminist 
Judgments Project Aotearoa: Te Rino, a Two-
Stranded Rope (with Dr Rhonda Powell), funded 
by the Law Foundation, who is also supporting 
a September 2017 conference Elisabeth is 
organising to mark 10 years of the Evidence 
Act being in force. Her upcoming publications 
include a chapter in a comparative evidence law 
book (Federation Press) and a contribution to an 
interdisciplinary work dealing with contemporary 
issues for trans people in New Zealand (VUP).

Elisabeth is part of a blended family which 
includes six children, three grandchildren and 
three pets, the majority of whom live in the 
Wairarapa. 

Toni Collins
Toni Collins joined 
the School of Law in 
September 2016.  She has 
been, for the past four 
years, a doctoral student 
at UC and joined us on 
completion of her PhD. 
Toni is teaching Land 

Law and her research interests include disaster, 
land and environmental law. Toni has enjoyed 
a varied career in the law.  After gaining her 
LLB(Hons) from Canterbury in 1992 she worked 
for the Christchurch firm Duncan Cotterill in 
commercial litigation and employment law for 
two and a half years. Then when the call of the 
OE became too loud to ignore, she ventured to 
the UK and was employed by Battens, one of the 
largest law firms in the South West of England. 
Life in the UK was kind to Toni, providing her 
with a husband and twin daughters, but with 
their arrival it was time to return home to New 
Zealand. There followed the completion of a 
Master’s degree in Law with first class honours 
and a number of years tutoring at Canterbury 
before being lured back into private practice 
in the areas of commercial and property law, 
and intellectual property law while overseeing 
an extensive trade-marks portfolio for a large 
company. The Canterbury earthquakes ignited 
an interest in helping those affected and in 2012 
Toni commenced research into the earthquakes 
and their effect on commercial landlords 

New Staff
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and tenants, and in particular those who had 
inaccessible buildings located behind the cordon. 
This research will now be extended to include 
those affected by the Kaikoura earthquake in 
2016.  On a personal note Toni enjoys walking 
in native bush, snorkelling (tropical fish and 
turtles), reading and travelling. She has recently 
booked to walk the Milford Track, which, at the 
completion, will be the fulfilment of a long-held 
dream.

Shea Esterling
Shea joined the 
University Of Canterbury 
School Of Law in 
September 2016. Until 
recently, she was an 
Associate Lecturer 
in International 
Human Rights Law at 

Oxford Brookes University and a researcher in 
Cultural Heritage Law at the British Institute 
of International and Comparative Law. Prior to 
this Shea was a Tutor in Law at Aberystwyth 
University where she taught Criminal Law, 
Comparative Public Law, International Human 
Rights, Legal Skills and Systems and Public 
International Law. At Aberystwyth University, she 
was awarded an Outstanding Graduate Teaching 
Assistant Award and an Overseas Research 
Student Award by the Higher Education Funding 
Council for Wales to pursue her doctorate which 
explored the restitution of cultural property to 
Indigenous Peoples under the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Shea also holds a Diploma in International 
Humanitarian Law from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. Outside academia, 
Shea has professional experience at Council of 
Europe in Strasbourg, the International Helsinki 
Federation for Human Rights in Moscow, 
Sotheby’s in London and as a qualified attorney 
in the United States. 

Shea’s research interests include Indigenous 
rights, cultural heritage, cultural genocide and 
land restitution. Her doctoral thesis looked at 
the intersection of international human rights 
law and international cultural heritage law in the 
context of Indigenous rights with a specific focus 
on issues related to cultural identity, cultural 
property, self-determination and restitution. 
While she continues to focus on these issues, 
her present research also explores the concept of 
cultural genocide and its operationalization in 
international human rights law and international 
criminal law.

Shea is delighted to have joined the School 
of Law at Canterbury where she teaches 
International Human Rights Law, Legal Method, 
Criminal Law and Criminal Law and Procedure. 
Outside the university, she is also very excited to 
have made the move to New Zealand so she can 
pursue her other interests which include hiking, 
swimming and penguins. 

Lots and lots of penguins!!! Indeed, in her 
previous posts she was known by most of her 
students as that ‘penguin lady’ …
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13th Australasian Property 
Law Teachers Conference 
Professor Elizabeth Toomey

The 13th Australasian 
Property Law Teachers 
Conference was held at 
the School of Law, 
University of Canterbury 
on 14/15 April 2016. We 
were delighted that our 
warm autumn delivered 
two sunny crisp days 
that enabled the 

participants to wander around our peaceful 
campus during the Conference breaks. It really 
was Christchurch at its best. 

We were very grateful for the New Zealand Law 
Foundation’s generosity. The Foundation funded 
all the expenses for our keynote speaker from 
Toronto as well as student scholarships which 
enabled students from each of the six New 
Zealand universities to attend. 

The eleven students, selected from a competitive 
pool, added a wonderful dimension to the 
Conference. We were proud of them all. They 
conducted themselves splendidly and were not 
shy in mixing with the other attendees and 
asking very intelligent questions during the 
sessions. 

The keynote speaker was Ms Audrey Loeb, a 
partner at Miller Thomson LLP in Toronto – a 
specialist lawyer on condominium developments 
in Canada and the related issues of corporate 
governance and operations. She gave a very 
instructive and entertaining address that 
detailed many of the problems that have arisen 
with high rise inner city developments. Her keen 
and passionate interest in trying to solve the 
problems was very evident. 

Her speech was highly relevant in today’s 
housing environment and she interspersed 
her extremely informative address with some 
delightful anecdotes. Her address encouraged 
lively audience participation during question 
time and discussion with her continued 
throughout the conference. She was a very 
collegial participant and made it clear she 
thoroughly enjoyed her time here. 

As well as the keynote speech, there were 
twenty two papers presented. The papers 
covered a diverse range of topics that examined 
many property law issues: personal properties 
securities legislation; native title issues; financial 
elder abuse; the concept of statutory property; 
bitcoins as property; Australia’s emissions 
reduction fund; the role of equity in the Torrens 

Law School Research and Innovation

system; shared ownership models; insurance and 
other fascinating topics. We were also privileged 
to have an address from Robbie Muir, Registrar-
General of Land, on new developments in our 
New Zealand land transfer system. 

Our conference dinner was held at Bamboozle 
and we were delighted with the number of 
attendees who brought partners

As Convenor of the organising committee, I was 
extremely grateful to my two co-organisers, Ben 
France-Hudson and Henry Holderness for helping 
to make the whole process run so smoothly.

Forensic Brain-wave Project 
Professor Robin Palmer &  
Dr Debra Wilson 

The Law School in the University of Canterbury is 
leading an innovative New Zealand Law 
Foundation-funded project, in association with 
partner researchers from Otago, AUT and Massey 
universities, investigating and attempting to 
validate forensic brain-wave analysis (so-called 
‘brain-fingerprinting’). 

The project leaders are Professor Robin Palmer 
and Dr Debra Wilson of the UC School of Law, 
with Professor Jeremy Finn also on the project 
team. Another key team member is Professor 
Richard Jones of the New Zealand Brain Research 
Institute, and who is also a UC adjunct professor 
in a number of faculties. The project has 
been running since February 2016, and will be 
concluded in early 2017. 

The central aim of the project is to investigate 
and attempt to validate the forensic application 
of brain-wave technology pioneered by Dr 
Lawrence Farwell in the USA. The technology, 
which was accepted as evidence, and favourably 
commented on in the 2003 Harrington case in 
the Ohio Supreme Court, has not been generally 
accepted or applied in US jurisdictions, nor in any 
countries outside the United States of America. 

Forensic brain-wave technology is designed to 
detect knowledge of information contained in 
the brain by reading and analyzing the brain-
waves of tested subjects using an EEG. The 

essence of the procedure is focused on the P300 
brain wave, to conclude whether the subject has 
knowledge of identified items of information 
(called, ‘probes’, i.e. information known only to 
perpetrators). It is not a lie detector, but detects 
whether the subject has knowledge of identified 
probes. This proof of knowledge may then lead to 
inferences of guilt or participation. 

Research results so far are highly encouraging, 
with a reported 96% -99% accuracy level. 
The potential uses of this technology, are far-
reaching: crime investigation and prosecution; 
civil litigation; employment disputes; counter-
terrorism and drug-use detection. 

Protection against  
unfair competition in the 
WTO TRIPS Agreement 
Dr Christian Riffel
As the scope of international trade law continues 
to expand, so too does the work of trade lawyers 
who must now add ‘unfair competition’ to their 
list of concerns.

Dr Christian Riffel (UC Law) has devoted a new 
book to what he says is a compelling aspect of 
international law. The book, ‘Protection against 
Unfair Competition in the WTO TRIPS Agreement 
– The Scope and Prospects of Article 10bis of the 
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Property’, was recently published as part of an 
international series – World Trade Institute 
Advanced Studies – on international economic 
law. On the institute’s editorial board are leading 
trade lawyers from Switzerland, Germany and 
Canada. 

While writing the book, Dr Riffel was also invited 
to speak on the subject of protection against 
unfair competition at the inaugural symposium 
of the Global Economic Law Network, held at the 
University of Melbourne in 2014.

“It was a huge honour to attend that symposium 
and to talk about this. There were Australian 
lawyers there representing the Australian 
government, who had questions they wanted 
to ask relating to their country’s tobacco plain 
packaging legislation.” 

After this legislation was introduced in Australia 
in 2011, it became embroiled in WTO trade 
disputes. Complainants alleged breaches of 
both the WTO TRIPS Agreement and unfair 
competition rules. In his book, Dr Riffel 
investigates whether the WTO has the mandate 
to enforce fair trading practices in such cases and 
argues that it does (though whether the tobacco 
plain packaging legislation is actually in breach 
of the rules is a separate matter).
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“The problem in international law is always ‘how 
to enforce the rules’. By incorporating extant fair 
trading rules into the framework of the World 
Trade Organisation, they can be enforced through 
the highly effective enforcement mechanism 
of the WTO, namely through the suspension of 
trade concessions.”

The book also makes a case that, as part of their 
WTO obligation to ensure ‘effective protection 
against unfair competition’, states are obligated 
to guarantee core labour standards.

“The question is, what is the legal status of those 
standards for WTO Members – are they obliged to 
comply? I am saying ‘yes’. Can any member bring 
a case in the event of non-compliance? Again, I 
think the answer has to be ‘yes’.”

The book further explores to what extent 
international fair trading rules protect traditional 
knowledge against exploitation.

Dr Riffel’s PhD (University of Bern, Switzerland) 
also focussed on how protection against unfair 
competition is realised within the WTO system. 
Before joining UC, he lectured at the University 
of Edinburgh and, as part of his PhD, spent 
seven months at the Max Planck Institute for 
Innovation and Competition in Munich.

The Law of Torts in  
New Zealand 
Professor Stephen Todd

When the 7th edition of 
The Law of Torts in New 
Zealand was published 
in early 2016 it marked 
the passage of 25 years 
since the book was first 
published in 1991. During 
that period the book has 
established itself as the 
leading New Zealand 

authority in explaining the principles of the law 
of torts and in marking and commenting on the 
directions chosen by the courts in developing 
these principles. It is the legal text that is the 
most frequently cited in the decisions of the  
New Zealand courts.

From the beginning Professor Stephen Todd 
has been the general editor of the book and the 
author of a majority of the chapters. Professor 
John Burrows also wrote for the first edition  
and remained a contributing author until he 
decided to retire following the publication of the 

6th edition. There have been other distinguished 
contributors over the years, and for the 7th 
edition they are Associate Professor Cynthia 
Hawes, Professor Bill Atkin and Professor  
Ursula Cheer.

Dame Sian Elias, Chief Justice of New Zealand, 
has written a foreword to the 25th anniversary 
edition. Her Honour says of the text, among 
other things:

“In the tradition of the great text-writers on torts, 
Salmond, Winfield and Fleming, The Law of Torts 
in New Zealand has influenced directions by its 
exposition of the principles and policies of the 
law and by its analysis and criticism….”

“The best legal writing both sparks the 
imagination and provides discipline. The Law of 
Torts in New Zealand is in that mould. It provides 
insights and analysis for all practising in this 
field. I expect it to remain the defining work on 
torts in New Zealand for the next 25 years and 
to continue to influence the direction of New 
Zealand law.” 

The publication of the 25th anniversary edition 
was marked by a Thoughts on Torts seminar, 
promoted by the Law School at the University 
of Canterbury, where the authors presented 
a series of papers in their special fields. The 
seminar was chaired by the Honourable Christine 
French, Justice of the Court of Appeal. A reception 
followed in the evening which was addressed 
by Dame Sian Elias. Musical Entertainment was 
provided by singers from the New Zealand Opera 
Chorus, who sang a selection of songs from 
Stephen Todd’s Leading Cases in Song.

A word about Leading Cases in Song. The book 
presents a substantial number of leading 
decisions of the courts as songs, with every one 
set to a different tune taken from the Gilbert and 
Sullivan operas. They are all based on decisions 
which are entertaining or diverting or bizarre 
and/or which raise particularly interesting 
questions for the law to resolve. The songs 
are illustrated by beautiful cartoons (drawn 
by Murray Nicol), and the musical score for 
every song is provided at the back of the book 
(prepared by John Pattinson). They are available 
online and as a CD.

Feminists Judgments 
Project Aotearoa Te Rino: 
The Two Stranded Rope 
Dr Rhonda Powell and  
Professor Elisabeth McDonald
The Feminist Judgments Project Aotearoa is a 
national New Zealand Law Foundation funded 
research project in which legal scholars rewrite 
existing New Zealand judgments through a 
feminist and/or mana wahine lense. It is one of 
eight similar projects internationally. 

Dr Rhonda Powell and Associate Professor 
Elisabeth McDonald of the UC School of Law and 
Senior Lecturer Māmari Stephens, from VUW are 
the project leaders. UC Dean of Law Professor 
Ursula Cheer, Associate Professor Annick 
Masselot and Senior Lecturer Natalie Baird are 
also participating in the project. There are over 60 
participants, who hail from all over New Zealand.

The aim of the project is to demonstrate the 
potential for judges to pursue a feminist agenda 
within the confines of traditional legal method. 
This demonstrates how judges may bring their 
personal experiences and perspectives with them 
to their judicial role, allowing unconscious biases 
to persist. 

In September 2016, Dr Powell hosted a two-
day judging workshop in which half of the 
draft feminist judgments and accompanying 
commentaries about the feminist judgments 
were discussed by project participants. A similar 
workshop was held in Wellington in August. 

The next step is for participants to revise their 
draft judgments and commentaries in light 
of feedback from the workshops. An edited 
collection of 25 feminist judgments and 
accompanying commentaries is expected to be 
published by Hart Publishing in 2017. 

Attendees of the Feminist Judgments Project Workshop
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Nichola Hodge describes her experiences  
in the American capital.

Much to my disbelief on the 12th November 2016 
I found myself sitting next to Edward Coughlan, 
former Lawsoc President, about to start a 12-hour 
international flight which would deliver us to 
an experience of a lifetime. We were the 2016 
Congressional Interns. Selected by the University 
of Canterbury Law School and NZUS Counsel to 
intern for a two-month period on Capitol Hill. 
My smugness at being placed in a Democratic 
office quickly dissipated in the wake of the 2016 
presidential election, for as Edward kept kindly 
reminding me, I was on the losing side or, as we 
referred to it on the Hill; in the minority. 

We could not curb our excitement at the prospect 
of working and living in the heart of the political 
capital of the United States, and after only a 
few mishaps, we found ourselves settling into 
Washington DC. Our first cultural experience of 
America was going to Walmart to get supplies. 
In hindsight, I don’t know what I was expecting, 
but I don’t think anything could have prepared 
me for what we experienced that day: Walmart is 
in a league of its own. The next day although still 
slightly jet lagged we started work. 

I had originally been placed in the Democratic 
office of the Nebraskan Representative Brad 
Ashford, however Congressman Ashford lost his 
seat in the 2016 election and after a brief hiatus 
I found my way into the office of Congressman 
Xavier Becerra, of the 34th District of California. 

A Washington Internship

Congressman Becerra is now the Attorney 
General of California after resigning from the 
House of Representatives on the 24th of January. 
Edward was placed in the Congressional Office 
of Congressman Peter Roskam the Republication 
representative for the 6th Congressional District 
of Illinois. 

The experience you have and the tasks you do are 
unique to your congressional office. My work was 
focused mostly on constituent correspondence, 
going between the Congressman’s personal 
office and the Caucus office and running errands. 
I was based in the Congressman’s personal 
office, however as Congressman Becerra was the 
Chairman of the Democratic Caucus I had the 
opportunity to move in-between the Caucus and 
personal offices. Edward did similar tasks but 
he was more active with constituents, taking 
several for tours of Congress. Edward may want 
to reconsider his future career as an accountant 
as his tour skills landed him a $100 tip which, 
although he wasn’t allowed to keep it, may hint 
at the beginning of a highly lucrative career. 

As interns, we performed a range of tasks and, 
while they weren’t always glamourous, they 
allowed us to catch a glimpse into the dynamics 
of a congressional office. We learnt about the 
structure of congressional offices, the role of 
the Congressperson, Chief of Staff, Legislative 
Director, Schedulers and Assistants. We took part 
in the daily operation of Congress, ran errands 
between the tunnels that connect the large 

underground maze that makes up the Office 
House Buildings and learnt about the realities 
of political leadership. We attended briefings, 
researched for staff and talked to constituents 
over the phone, recording their concerns 
and suggestions for the Congressmen. Each 
congressional experience is different and one of 
my highlights was meeting Madeleine Albright, 
the first Madam Secretary of State, which was a 
fantastic privilege. 

I took away many great experiences and lessons 
from America. Most importantly I learned that 
the New Zealand accent can get you into some 
pretty awkward situations. My favourite story 
was what happened after I lost my black beanie. 
Realizing that I no longer had possession of my 
favourite winter garment I rang the equivalent 
of the Capitol’s lost and found and asked if 
anyone had handed in a black beanie. I was very 
surprised at how shocked the call operator got by 
my seemingly innocent question. However, upon 
clarification it turned out she had heard me ask if 
a “black baby” had been handed in, not a beanie. 
Needless to say, I quickly apologised. Edward had 
a similar problem, when he asked constituents 
who rang his Congressman’s office for their 
address they thought he was asking “what’s 
your race” and he would have to quickly try to 
minimise any awkwardness. The Americans’ 
difficulty with the New Zealand accent was a 
recurring theme throughout our internship. One 
of the friends we met in DC later told me that 

Professor Ursula Cheer, Dean of Law, with the Chancellor, Dr John Wood, and the 2016 Mike Moore Congressional Interns, Ed Coughlan and Nichola Hodge, at the reception 
held in Auckland on 11th of November to send them on their way.
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2016 has been another busy year for The  
Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law, 
 Inc (the Centre). 

Two items stand out. First, December the 12th saw 
the arrival from the printers of the Centre’s latest 
publication titled Ten Years of Tax: A Celebration 
of Professor Michael Littlewood’s First Decade at 
the University of Auckland Faculty of Law, 2003-
2013. This collection brings together published 
articles that are the result of undergraduate work 
supervised by Professor Michael Littlewood in the 
Faculty of Law, University of Auckland between 
2003 and 2013. Professor Littlewood is a leading 
tax academic who for many years was based in 
Hong Kong. Having the articles in one place is 
intended both to recognise Professor Littlewood’s 
significant contribution to tax law teaching and 
research in New Zealand and provide a valuable 
resource for academics and practitioners alike. 

Reflecting the breadth of Michael’s own 
research, the collection covers a wide range of 
topics grouped under four headings: “Domestic 
Tax”, “Tax Avoidance”, “International Tax”, and 
“Tax History”. Topics include income splitting 
for families, the General Anti-Avoidance Rule, 
aspects of NZ’s Double Tax Agreements, the 
introduction of income tax in NZ and a history of 
the taxation of married women in NZ. Several of 
these contributions consider areas not previously 
discussed in scholarship. 

The Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law

For more information about these publications 
please go to our website http://www.laws.
canterbury.ac.nz/cccl/ or contact the Director of 
the Centre, Associate Professor Andrew Maples at 
andrew.maples@canterbury.ac.nz

she could not understand Edward and me when 
we spoke to each other. However, despite the 
language barriers we were able to meet a large 
variety of people and experience the Christmas 
season that DC had to offer.

Perhaps one of the best kept secrets of 
Washington DC is the Christmas functions. 
For nearly three weeks we found our way into 
some of the most amazing functions I had ever 
been to. At these events, we met a partner from 
a leading US law firm, Arnold and Porter, and 
Charles Bolden, the Former Administrator of 
NASA, and, best of all, we were able to attend the 
Scientologist Christmas function in the Fraser 
Mansion, where, after being armed with mulled 
wine, we were even given a tour and sent on our 
way with some L Ron Hubbard novels.

During the course of the internship Edward 
suffered a fractured foot. While the exact cause 
of the injury may never be known, we all agreed 
that it probably had something to do with 
Edward’s numerous attempts to ‘bump into’ 
Obama by jogging past the White House. For, 

Ten Years of Tax also features invited forewords 
from Professor Reuven Avi-Yonah, Irwin I. Cohn 
Professor of Law and director of the International 
Tax LLM Program, University of Michigan Law 
School; Professor Adrian Sawyer, Department of 
Accounting and Information Systems, University 
of Canterbury and Dr Andrew Stockley, Dean, 
Faculty of Law, University of Auckland.

At 556 pages, including eighteen chapters, this 
is the largest work published by the Centre and 
the first publication for several years. The editors 
write in the Preface: “Our hope is that Ten Years  
of Tax will find a place in academic and 
practitioner law and accounting libraries in  
New Zealand and internationally, in the 
collections of international organisations, and 
among the resources of people with an interest 
in tax matters the world over.” 

Second, work on an edited collection of papers 
from the conference Changing Landscape of 
Corporate Law hosted by the Legal Foundation 
is nearing completion. The collection, edited 
by Professor Susan Watson, Professor of Law, 
University of Auckland and honouring Professor 
John Farrar, includes “a who’s who of Australasian 
company law together with some high profile 
North American authors.” The Centre is honoured 
to be involved with this work as Professor Farrar 
was instrumental in its formation.

aside from the many attractions of Washington 
DC such as the Lincoln Memorial, Arlington 
Cemetery and the Smithsonian, both Edward 
and I were extremely keen to see the political 
celebrities of our time. During our internship 
on the Hill we were able to see Paul Ryan, Nancy 
Pelosi, Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton. We 
stood for nearly an hour outside a conference 
room to be part of the crowd that welcomed 
Hillary Clinton back onto the Hill for her first 
public appearance after she lost the 2016 
presidential election, an hour which was well 
spent. 

After our internship ended we returned to DC 
for Donald Trump’s inauguration. On the 20th 
of January 2017, we got up at 4:30am and took 
the train into the heart of DC. It was a historic 
event and one which I think had a huge impact 
on both of us. It was surreal to watch Donald 
Trump become the 45th president of the United 
States and it was extraordinary to be part of 
the crowd. Neither Edward or I had ever been 
to such an event. The crowd cheered George W 

Bush, booed Hillary Clinton and jeered at Barrack 
Obama. While they heckled and chanted over 
the speakers there was almost absolute silence 
when President Trump delivered his speech. 
Standing in that crowd had a profound effect on 
me. It taught me more about the multifaceted 
nature of politics and what it means to live in a 
democratic society than I could ever learn from a 
book. It was an experience that I will never forget. 

It was a fantastic internship. While I pulled out 
the entertaining stories that arose from our time 
in the States, the work we did was serious. We 
were provided with a glimpse into the American 
political framework, given the opportunity 
to experience historic events, and were able 
to increase our understanding of one of the 
most fascinating political elections of the 21st 
century. Both Edward and I walked away from 
this internship with a new understanding of 
America, its political system and the intricacies 
of government. We are both incredibly grateful 
for the opportunity and can both safely say that 
this was the highlight of our Law School careers. 
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Family Law Advice Service 
Following changes in the family law and legal 
aid systems, in 2014, the number of people 
approaching Community Law Canterbury for 
legal assistance on family law matters tripled. 
Some of the mechanisms put in place to  
replace court processes have not proven  
popular and others have been difficult to 
approach. The end result was an unmet legal 
need in our community. 

While it was extremely tempting to complain 
endlessly about the changes Louise Taylor, 
Community Law, decided to do something 
constructive so, together with the University of 
Canterbury School of Law and the Christchurch 
Family Court we created a new, free legal 
assistance service called Family Law Advice 
Service (FLAS).

FLAS operates every Tuesday night from 4 – 7pm 
in the main court building in Durham Street. It 
is staffed by three Community Law Canterbury 
lawyers, seven trained volunteer caseworkers 
from the University of Canterbury School of Law 
and four family court staff members. In the three 
hours of the service we usually see 15 – 25 people. 
Most of our clients have issues involvinpg care of 
children, guardianship, welfare guardianship and 
domestic violence.

Our valuable student caseworkers have been 
specifically selected for their ability to interact 
with our clients and been trained in client 
interviewing, completing forms and the law 
relating to the particular issues they will face at 
the clinic. We trained 18 student caseworkers but 
will be looking to increase this to 30 early next 
year to meet growing demand for the service. 

Our clients will initially be interviewed by a 
lawyer and UC Student caseworker together and, 
if required, the caseworker will then work one-
on-one with the client to complete documents 
required to file for the orders sought. While this 
is done the lawyer will then work with another 
UC Student caseworker to see the next client. 
In this way we are able to continuously see 
clients, complete documentation and file orders 
throughout the evening. Court staff are available 
to accept the filing immediately and to advise 
our clinic and clients.

Without the valuable contribution of our 
volunteer UC Student caseworkers this service 
would not be able to see nearly as many clients. 
Louise Taylor says “The students are absolutely 
amazing.”

A University of Canterbury law student has been 
recognised as one of the most outstanding 
young people with a Cochlear implant in 
Australasia.

Born profoundly deaf, Lachlan Bartlett received 
his implant at the age of eight. Now aged 19 
and in his first year of a double degree at the 
University of Canterbury, Lachie, as he prefers 
to be known, was recently awarded the runner-
up prize for the 2016 Cochlear Graeme Clark 
Scholarship for Australia and New Zealand to 
help fund his university studies.

“I have been given so much help to overcome my 
deafness and in supporting my education, that 
there is a strong drive in me to give back to the 
community,” Lachie says.

When I started my five-year double degree in 
Law and Criminal Justice at UC this year, I knew 
I would get what I need to make a difference, 
especially to people out there in the community 
who suffer from discrimination.” 

Formerly head boy at St Bede’s College, Lachie 
says his favourite book, To Kill a Mockingbird, 
showed him just how unfairly some people are 
treated in society and what intolerance and 
prejudice can do and inspired his degree choice. 

“I want to use criminal law to help those who 
have had their voice taken away from them, who 
are looked down on or don’t know how to ask 
for help.

“In law, there is an expectation that you will do 
a certain amount of community work, and that 
really suits me. UC Law has programmes that will 
enable me to find the sort of people I really want 
to help,” he says.

Passionate about his law and criminal justice 
studies, Lachie hopes one day to work as a Crown 
prosecutor, and eventually become a judge. 

“I know it will take a lot of hard work, but I’m so 
prepared to put that in, and UC is opening up 
lots more opportunities to develop my leadership 
abilities and to give back to the community in a 
really positive way.”

In treating his deafness and his implant as gifts, 
Lachie has turned what some would see as a 
disability into a real advantage.

“With my implant in, I can hear as well as any 
other person, and interact naturally. But when 
I remove it, I get complete silence, something 
people with normal hearing probably never 
experience.”

“So I remove it to study, to do exams and even 
to read – any time I really need to focus. It gets 
me totally in my own world and limits all the 
distractions around me.”

“I would never let it hold me back, and I say the 
same thing to others with similar difficulties. 
Don’t use it as an excuse, but treat it as 
something that brings you opportunities and 
challenges you would never have had otherwise.”

“I’m certain that both Cochlear and UC will have 
a huge impact on where I end up in life, and it’s 
only natural that I would want to give back as 
much as I can in return.”

The scholarship honours Australian inventor 
Professor Graeme Clark, pioneer of the world’s 
first multichannel cochlear implant, who 
has described Lachie is a worthy runner-up 
placegetter.

“I am proud to recognise this remarkable 
university student and reward him with this rare 
and prestigious accolade,” Professor Clark says. 

“Like so many of our past award-winning 
recipients, Lachlan has overcome life-long 
challenges and has already achieved so much in 
his young life. I am excited to see what the future 
brings for this inspiring young man.”

Student Achievements

Cochlear university scholarship recipient aims to  
fight injustice – Lachie Bartlett
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Nathan Hollis
Originally from Nelson, I 
decided to head to 
Canterbury to study law as 
I wanted something that 
would be both interesting 
and challenging. 

During my time at 
Canterbury, I developed a 
passion for environmental 
law and the law of the 

sea. One of my lecturers, Professor Karen Scott, 
encouraged me to pursue further study in the 
field. After working for 18 months in the field of 
environmental law, I was fortunate enough to 
be accepted into the Master of Laws (Maritime 
Law) programme at the National University of 
Singapore in 2016. As a global transportation 
hub, Singapore was my first choice. The National 
University of Singapore is the top ranked 
university in Asia and one of the best in the 
world. Maritime law combines elements of 
international, commercial and environmental 
law and deals with issues of great importance to 
international trade. 

I was also fortunate enough to be awarded a 
Prime Minister’s Scholarship for Asia in order to 
finance my study. This scholarship, administered 
by the New Zealand Government, encourages 
New Zealand citizens to undertake further study 
at leading Asian institutions. It is a delight to be 
able to act as an ambassador for New Zealand 
in Singapore and to develop lifelong friendships 
and networks which will be invaluable later on 
in life. I am also looking forward to doing a bit 
more travel around South-East Asia while I am in 
the area.

Michael McRae
The Aspiring Leaders’ Forum is a nationwide 
conference held annually in Wellington. The 
Forum challenges and inspires young leaders to 
think proactively about leadership and examine 
the values that underpin the way they lead. At 
the forefront of all of this is the idea of servant 
leadership, a set of practices that enrich the lives 
of people around you and ultimately creates a 
more just and caring world. This is exactly what 
the Forum does. 

Young people from around the country spend a 
few days at Parliament and a day of service in a 
low socioeconomic area of Wellington. During 
the Parliament visits we are given the chance to 
engage with a number of prominent politicians 
and successful New Zealand business people, 
to talk to them about their journey and what 
leadership means to them. This is done on quite 
a deep level, not through usual small talk. 

The calibre of people you meet is incredible, and 
being alumni of such an organisation is truly 
something to cherish. Attending the Aspiring 
Leaders’ Forum is something I would never 
hesitate to recommend to any student studying 
law. Beyond your law degree you should always 
seek to improve yourself as a person; strive to 
become a more well-rounded individual.

I would like to thank the Law School for providing 
me with the resources and support to attend the 
Aspiring Leaders’ Forum. It is with this kind of 
support that Canterbury law students are able 
to develop more as people beyond the concrete 
walls of a lecture theatre and a library. 

Liam Grant
“With the incredible support of Professor Karen 
Scott, Liam wrote a paper entitled “To Infinity and 
Beyond. Re-envisioning Climate Change from an 
Outer Space Perspective.” The paper explored the 
law of outer space and the justifications for the 
use and development of space for environmental 
protection. On Professor Scott’s advice Liam 
submitted his paper for consideration for the 
2016 Geoff Masel Prize in aviation and space law. 
The Prize is awarded to the best paper submitted 
by a current undergraduate or Masters student 
on a subject relating to aviation or space law. 

It was unanimously voted that the paper “To 
Infinity and Beyond” was the best submission. 
Liam was completely funded by the Aviation 
Law Association of Australia and New Zealand 
(ALAANZ) to attend their conference, where the 
award was presented. 

The theme for the Aviation Law Conference 2016 
was “Aviation and Government” with speakers 
ranging from government and the private sector. 
Heads of government agencies, partners in major 
law firms, barristers, insurers, in house counsel, 
airline and airport executives and leading 
academics in the aviation field. 

The conference provided Liam with inspiration, 
two full days of total immersion in aviation law 
and policy, as well as invaluable networking 
opportunities with likeminded professionals. 

Liam was especially taken with talks on health 
and safety, outcomes based versus prescribed 
safety regulation and the social aspects of 
standardised safety regulation, as well as some 
interesting and pertinent issues within the cyber 
security arena.” 

Michael McRae (third from the right) with fellow participants at the Aspiring Leader’s Forum.
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Client Interviewing
Client Interviewing was once again sponsored by 
Russell McVeagh, and was a great success. The 
preliminaries were held on 7 March and were very 
well attended, with 32 competitors entering in 
total. The semi-finals and finals were held on 8 
and 9 March respectively. The two teams for the 
final were: Johnny Sanders and Dafydd Morgan; 
and Steph Russell and Ali Marett. Johnny and 
Dafydd took out the title on the night with a 
highly polished performance. Steph and Ali also 
performed very well to come a close second.  

Competitions 

Left to right: Simon Dorset, Johnny Sanders and Daffyd Morgan with representatives of Russell McVeagh.

2016 was another busy year for competitions 
within the School of Law at UC. The four 
traditional competitions were held as usual: 
Client Interviewing, Witness Examination, 
Negotiation and Mooting.  

Left to right: Billy Clemens, Stine-lise Budge, Chanuka De Silva, Ben Cooper, Sam Deavoll, Nasif Azam, Robert Cooper, Josh Hitchcock

Mooting 
There was no sponsor for mooting in 2016, with 
the competition being organised and funded 
entirely by the Law Faculty. The preliminary 
rounds for the open mooting competition were 
held on 22, 23 and 24 March in the Kirkwood 
classrooms.  A full complement of 48 mooters 
entered the competition, with a good number 
of new 200-level students mooting for the first 
time which is always great to see. The semi-
finals were held on 18 and 19 May in the Moot 
Court. The semi-finalists were: Nicole Tan, Billy 
Clemens, Sam Jones, Emma Pairman, Aislinn 
Morris, Jennifer Smith, Laura Murton and George 
Mander. The final was held on Thursday 26 May 
in the Moot Court, with the mooters making 
submissions on an appeal against the Court of 
Appeal’s controversial decision in M v R [2015] 2 
NZLR 137. The finalists were Jennifer Smith, Emma 

Pairman, Sam Jones and George Mander. George 
Mander was adjudged best mooter and winner of 
the open competition, receiving the Judges’ Cup 
for the second year in a row (will Mr Mander win 
it for a third time in 2017…?). The junior finalists 

in 2016 were Caroline Setefano, Laura Murton, 
Nic Wilson and Austin Lange. Laura Murton was 
adjudged the winner and received the Faculty 
Cup. The best first time mooter in 2016, and 
winner of the Blue Cup, was Sam Jones. 

Left to right: Nicole Tan, Emma Pairman, Henry Holderness, School of Law, Billy Clemens, Sam Jones
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We would like to acknowledge all those who 
gave up their time to be involved in the 2016 
competitions, especially those local lawyers 
and Faculty members who acted as judges. 
Your support is hugely appreciated and the 
competitions simply could not function 
without you. Thank you.  

Briana Walley and Sati Ravichandiren
Lawsoc Competitions Officers 2016

Henry Holderness
Master of Moots

 

Hodge and the Wynn Williams & Co Prize in Torts 
to Jacqueline Rooke. The Anderson Lloyd Prize 
in Land Law was awarded to Jaime Duggan and 
the Ross and Valerie Penlington Prize in Public 
Law was awarded to Kathryn Baird. The Wynn 
Williams & Co Prize in Resource Management Law 
was awarded to Felicity Carrick-Eede and Timothy 
Bain jointly.

The Gerald Orchard Prize in Evidence was awarded 
to Christiana Doolin and the Ewart Hay Prize in 
Public International Law to Timothy Bremner. 
The Iain Johnston Memorial Prize in Family 
Law was awarded jointly to Thomas Scott and 
Timothy Morrison, The CCH New Zealand Prize 
in Taxation was awarded to Charlie Haine. The 

Prizes
Congratulations to Timothy Bain who was 
awarded the 2015 Gold Medal in Law and to 
Margot Gibson who was awarded the 2015 
University Prize for Law. The Canterbury Law 
Review Prize for best honours research paper 
went to Rosalind Kos for her paper “Dragged 
Through the Mud: Can Disincentives to Witness 
Participation in Criminal Trials be Removed?” 

The Thomson Reuters Prize in Legal System was 
awarded to Nicholas Wilson, and the Macarthur 
Prize in Law was awarded to Cyrus Campbell. 

Other prizes awarded for 2015 were: the Anderson 
Lloyd Prize in Contract to Victoria Squires, the 
Raymond Donnelly Prize in Criminal Law was 
awarded jointly to Katherine Dickson and Nichola 

Raymond Donnelly Prize in Criminal Justice was 
awarded to Abigail Goodison. The 2015 Joseph 
Yates Prize in Trial Advocacy was won by Samuel 
Jones.

In 2012 the University established the John 
Burrows Prize in Media Law to reflect the 
significant original contribution made by 
Professor Burrows to the teaching of media law 
in this country. The 2015 award was made jointly 
to James Anson-Holland and Holly Jamieson.

Left to right: Peter Whiteside QC; John Whitcombe; Cameron Taylor, Minter Ellison Rudd Watts; Henry Holderness.

Witness Examination
Witness Examination was sponsored by 
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts, and we easily had 
the maximum of 20 competitors sign up. The 
preliminaries took place on 14 and 15 March. The 
semi-finals and final were held on 17 March in 
the Moot Court. John Whitcombe and Robert 
Cooper were the finalists. John Whitcombe did an 
excellent job, particularly in cross-examination, 
and was the overall winner with his name added 
to the coveted WitEx shield. We expect to see 
another strong performance from Robert Cooper 
in 2017. 

Negotiation
Negotiation was once again sponsored by 
Buddle Findlay, who kindly provided their 
offices on Victoria Street for the semi-finals and 
final. The preliminaries on11 May enjoyed a full 
complement of 32 entrants. The finals were held 
on 16 May with Robert Cooper and Billy Clemens 
winning overall. Chanuka De Silva and Stine-Lise 
Budge were the runners-up. 

Left to right: Robert Cooper, Billy Clemens
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Third parties

LAWSOC
2016 proved to be another successful year for 
LAWSOC. Given the continued expansion of 
the Law School, a key focus for LAWSOC was 
representing the wider law school. An emphasis 
was placed on introducing initiatives that reflect 
the diversity within the law school, particularly 
with academic, wellness and career support. This 
approach was well received and the Executive is 
eager to build upon it in 2017.

The year started well with a very successful 
Clubs Day membership drive. LAWSOC reached a 
membership base of approximately 800 people, 
continuing its status as the second largest 
faculty club behind ENSOC. This was especially 
pleasing given the large number of clubs active 
on campus. The high membership base is 
testament to ongoing success of LAWSOC and 
the efforts of the Executive to promote the club.

2016 was another successful year academically 
for LAWSOC. We were again recipients of the 
award for Best Academic Club at the UCSA 
Supreme Clubs awards. Our Education Officers, 
Katie and Bracken, arranged tutorials for all 
100 and 200 level topics. Tutorials were also 
introduced for popular 300 level papers such as 
Equity and Trusts and Company Law. Popular 
initiatives such as study week scavenger hunts, 
the Pink Ribbon Women in Law Breakfast, pre-
exam drop-ins, a tutors’ pool and Wellness Week 
were also run. The Executive was particularly 
proud of the inaugural ‘Prison Trip’ for interested 
law students, which won Best New Initiative 
at the Supreme Club Awards. LAWSOC also 
continued to prioritise and promote wellness 
within the law school. The statistics on student 
and practitioner mental health are cause for 
concern. LAWSOC, along with the other Law 
Student Societies’ will continue to prioritise the 
wellbeing of students in 2017. 

As always LAWSOC continued to run the law 
competitions in 2016. It was pleasing to see 
many new competitors and a high standard of 
competition. Our Competitions Officers Briana 
Walley and Sati Ravichandiren organised several 
demos aimed at introducing new competitors to 
the competitions. Canterbury sent a strong team 
of competitors to the Australian Law Students 
Association (ALSA) Conference in Hobart and 
the New Zealand Law Students Association 
(NZLSA) Conference in Auckland. The team 
competed extremely well in a tough competition 
and were unlucky to not receive any silverware. 

Regardless they should be proud of their efforts. 
A huge thank you to the Faculty and UCSA 
whose support allowed us to send competitors 
to Australia. The Executive also thanks the 
Faculty members who assist in running the 
competitions, particularly Henry Holderness. We 
could not facilitate the competitions without 
your support.

As always, LAWSOC hosted several popular 
social events throughout the year! Staple events 
such as Buddy Night, Race Day, Law Ball, Quiz 
Night and Law Revue (among others) were very 
successful. We also held a sell-out bus trip for 
200 level students, which was a great way to 
engage with our younger members.

The UCSA Supreme Clubs Awards was an 
enjoyable one for LAWSOC. We were extremely 
happy to be awarded Best Academic Club and 
Best New Initiative for the Prison Trip. It was an 
honour to receive these awards – our initiatives 
are organised for the benefit of our members 
and we were proud to be recognised in this 
manner. The 2016 Executive thanks everyone 
who supported us in 2016, including the faculty, 
our sponsors and our members. Without you 
LAWSOC would not be able to provide the high-
quality events and initiatives that have become 
staples in our calendar.

Once again, we are grateful to all our supporters, 
you are greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Thank you,
Tom Pemberton 2017 President

Te Pūtairiki
Nau mai, tauti mai, haere mai ki te kura ture o te 
Whare Wānanga o Waitaha. 
Ko Te Pūtairiki tenei. 
Ka whakatu tenei roopu ki te awhina, ki te 
tautoko hoki i nga tauira Māori e whai ana i  
nga matauranga ture. Otira, ko te whainga  
matua o te roopu, ko te whakawhanaungatanga  
i waenganui i a matou. 
No reira he mihi uruhau, he mihi mahana  
ki a koutou.

Te Pūtairiki is the Māori Law Students’ Society 
at the University of Canterbury. Our objectives 
are to foster, promote and nurture the 
whakawhanaungatanga (togetherness) of our 
students; to provide support, guidance, pastoral 
care, and to facilitate academic excellence. 

The 2017 Te Pūtairiki Executive elected in 2016 are: 
President: Kaelym McGrath
Vice President: Mihiterina Sorensen
Secretary: John Whitcombe
Treasurer: Morgan Couch
Academic Officer: Marama Aubrey 
Social Officer: Bradley MacPherson 
Communications Officer: Samantha Faitua
Fundraising Officer: Kristy Boardman 

Husky Day during Wellness Week

Te Pūtairiki Executive 2016
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Te Pūtairiki have recently formed a relationship 
with Community Law and there is now an 
exciting opportunity for the society to be a 
part of a newly created Kaupapa Māori Legal 
Team. This will allow our members to actively 
engage with Māori within the wider community 
while enhancing their legal development in the 
process. Other events offered by Te Pūtairiki 
include career-oriented workshops, seminars 
and networking lunches with alumni. One event 
that is key to Te Pūtairiki is the annual Te Hunga 
Rōia Māori Law Conference, where we send a 
delegation to hear from various lawyers and 
judges speak about their journeys through law.

Ngā mihi.
Te Pūtairiki Executive

Pasifika Law 
Students Society
Our biggest achievement in 2016 was setting up 
our club, as we did this quite late in the year once 
we got back from attending the Pasifika Law 
Cultural Conference in Wellington. 

We enjoyed the conference and saw that the 
other New Zealand universities had Pasifika law 
students’ societies, so we came back determined 
to make one of our own. Initially we had about 
20 or so members, we now have just over 40 and 
we hope this will continue to grow. 

The Pasifika Law Cultural Conference was a 
three day event in Wellington where Pasifika law 
students and academics from around the country 
gathered to listen to speakers, give student 
researched presentations, and moot Pacific legal 
issues. Caroline Setefano and Anatea Prince were 
the UC mooters, with Emma Ioane, Peniasi Apisai 
and Raho Kila giving student presentations at 
the conference. Natalie Baird was our faculty 
representative who attended the conference  
with us. 

After this event we not only decided that we 
should start up a UC Pasifika Law Students’ 
Society, we were given the opportunity to host 
the next conference at UC in 2018. 

At our AGM, we elected our executive:
Anatea Prince – President
Curtis Fatiaki – Vice President 
Raho Kila – Secretary
Caroline Setefano – Treasurer 
Peniasi Apisai – Social Media & Communications 
Shalvin Singh – General Executive Member
Emma Ioane – General Executive Member 
Stephen Campbell – General Executive member 

We also acquired Debsoc’s old room in the law 
building for our society, room 114A;as a place for 
our meetings and events and as a study space 
for our members and all Pasifika students in the 
College of Business and Law. 

Anatea Prince, President

CRIMSOC 
This year, there is a new 
club around the Law 
School. The Criminal 
Justice Society (Crimsoc) 
has been established for all 
students who are studying toward their degree 
in Criminal Justice. Membership is optional and 
available to all students at the University of 
Canterbury. Crimsoc’s primary aim is to raise 
awareness about issues and developments 
within the criminal justice community. Crimsoc 
intends to provide members with assistance in 
all aspects of their study; educationally, socially 
and professionally. Socially, Crimsoc hopes 
to provide assistance for students to foster 
relationships with each other, with lecturers 
and faculty staff. Crimsoc will host examination 
tutorials for students during study week to help 
their preparation. Another goal for the club is to 
facilitate extra ciricular activities to further study 
out-side the classroom.

Law and Criminal Justice 
Subject Librarians

We have had a busy year assisting Law and 
Criminal Justice students and staff. 

We had many successes in 2016 including a busy 
first semester teaching voluntary legal research 
skills classes to 200-level (and above) students 
this was followed by teaching in the LAWS110, 
CRJU101 and LAWS410 classes. 

This year Theresa was presented with a Vice-
Chancellor’s Staff Development Award which 
she used to attend the Australian Law Librarian 
Association’s biannual conference in Melbourne. 
While there she presented a paper titled 
“Successes, failures, resistance and lessons 
learnt from implementing a structured legal 
research skills programme at the University of 
Canterbury.” This paper will also be published 
in a forthcoming issue of the Australian Law 
Librarian.

We are also both involved in the New Zealand 
Law Librarians Association of which Sara was 
elected the Vice-President for 2016. Theresa has 
taken over her former role as Secretary. 

The law book collection has been moved again 
within the Puaka – James Hight building (Central 
Library) as the Library prepares for the move of 
the Education Library and its students onto the 
Ilam campus in 2018. Much of our collection is 
now available electronically and we continue to 
add electronic books and new databases to our 
collection to support the teaching and research 
of the School of Law. 

We work hard to embed ourselves and our 
services in the lives of busy Law students and 
faculty so that we are available to support 
their study and research with our professional 
knowledge. Our goal is to equip students to 
find the resources they need to succeed in their 
assignments and also give them the information 
literacy skills they will need to be successful once 
they leave UC. We hope that our teaching and 
accessibility to students helps to achieve this.

Theresa Buller and Sara RobertsPasifika Law Students Society Executive 2016

Sara Roberts (left) and Theresa Buller,  
Law Liaison Librarians
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Alex Smit tells us of Ireland and Canada and  
has some advice for those looking to an  
overseas career.

I work at CGI Group Inc., a Canadian-based 
technology and IT services company, which is 
Canada’s largest, and the world’s 4th largest, 
independent technology services firm. It operates in 
over 80 countries and has about 63,000 employees 
globally and competes with the likes of IBM, 
Accenture, Tata and Cap Gemini to give you an idea 
of the business it is in. As senior corporate counsel 
I negotiate and advise on IT transactions and the 
licensing of CGI software and services, mainly for 
banking and insurance clients headquartered in 
downtown Toronto, with some involvement in 
government procurement deals. The technology/IT 
law ‘bar’ in Toronto is very mature but small enough 
to often have recognised leaders in the field on the 
other side of deals. How did I get here? Very indirectly 
via New Plymouth and Dublin.

After graduating from Canterbury University Law 
in 2000, I moved to Wellington to complete my 
professional studies and was called to the bar. I was 
offered a contract position at Minter Ellison Rudd 
Watts in their employment group shortly before 
being called, and afterwards my job search started 
in earnest. I interviewed widely in a competitive 
market in Wellington and ended up accepting a 
commercial solicitor position at Govett Quillliam 
in New Plymouth. The firm has a long history, is 
nationally recognised, and was a very collegial and 
supportive place to work. I gained client exposure and 
broad transactional experience very quickly and spent 
five years developing a corporate and commercial 
practice. Partnership was likely but something I felt I 
was not ready for at the time. 

The travel bug then found me in Ireland on a work 
visa thanks to an adventurous and persuasive other 
half, and I soon found myself working as in-house 
counsel at Canada Life (now Irish Life, which it 
acquired) where I was responsible for deploying the 
Canadian head office procurement strategy for IT 
contracting. I also did some regulatory and pension 
funds work and gained exposure to the EU financial 
services directives and the Irish life insurance and 
funds regulatory environment. Three Guinness-
soaked years later I made a commitment to move to 
Toronto where I am now settled with my Canadian 
wife and our Canuck-Kiwi son.

The contrast between ‘becoming’ a lawyer in Ireland 
and in Canada could not have been more stark. My 
Irish General Counsel was happy enough to hire me 
as a foreign-qualified lawyer, as I was working under 
his supervision. Becoming qualified in Ireland was 
not viewed as practical or necessary. After the Irish 
law exams, I would have had to article for a year 
and acquire and be tested on some Gaelic language 
skills. I met an Australian lawyer working in private 
practice at a large Dublin firm who was only asked by 
the firm to qualify in Ireland after they offered him 
a partnership in his 6th year at the firm, evidencing 
that this mindset also applied in private practice.

When planning a move to Canada, I realised that to 
develop a career as in-house counsel or in private 
practice, I needed to be called to the (provincial) 
Ontario Bar. That started an 18-month journey 
towards qualification, that involved applying to the 
‘National Committee on Accreditation’ and sitting 
4 Canada law exams, of a maximum of 9 – some 
foreign qualified lawyers with fewer years’ PQE or less 
broad experience are asked to sit more. I completed 
these exams over 2 semesters through private study 
(you can also take courses or enrol in University at 
added time and cost). Passing those exams made 
me eligible to sit the Ontario bar exams, which 
consist of two 7-hour exams (solicitor and barrister 
components) taken about 6 weeks apart. The failure 
rate of these bar exams can be as high as 25% in 
some years. This is because the exams are a challenge 
in themselves, you have limited study time, and 
the complicated marking process requires that you 
have sufficient correct answers in various subject 
categories, including a category of ‘hard’ questions, 
as well as passing overall on a bell curve, none of 
which is transparent at any part of the process. 
Because of my prior legal experience, the requirement 
to article at a local firm was waived, with a 2 day 
ethics course the only supplementary requirement 
after passing the bar exams. Within 2 months of 
qualifying for the Ontario bar, I was offered a position 
at Blackberry in their legal group as an IT lawyer, 
where I spent 2 fascinating and challenging years, 
prior to joining CGI. 

During qualification, I met many US and other foreign 
trained lawyers who were all going through stages of 
the same process. I was happy to realise that I took a 
very efficient route to qualification. Those who had 
fewer years PQE or more limited legal experience 
than I, or had simply decided to obtain a law degree 
overseas and come back to Canada to work (to avoid 
having to do an undergraduate degree or because 
they could not get into their local law school of 
choice), faced a long arduous road to qualification 
through the strictly applied Canadian law exam, 
bar exam and articling requirements. Interestingly, 
the Law Society in Ontario recently introduced an 
optional and parallel ‘legal practice program’ in lieu 
of articling, run by a University and now in its third 
year. The New Zealand Law Society went further a 
generation ago when it replaced the articling process 
altogether with the current professional practice 
program. The new program is intended to address the 
shortage of articling positions in Toronto, but is now 
under review by the Law Society which is mindful of 
not creating a ‘second tier’ articling process.

My observation from going through all this is 
that barriers to the legal profession (or ‘natural 
selection’ from another perspective) exist in all three 
jurisdictions (New Zealand, Ireland and Canada), but 
they operate in different contexts and at different 
stages. In New Zealand, the main barrier seems to 
be not so much schooling and qualification, but 
differentiating yourself in the job market out of law 
school and then finding your first legal job (often 
as a 23 year old) and keeping your head above water 

when you do. In Ireland, the difficulty is ultimately 
finding an articling position as a budding solicitor, 
or as a budding barrister, landing a very scarce 
‘junior’ position under a senior barrister, which are 
preconditions to qualification. With Dublin being 
a business hub and low tax destination for Europe 
(more so if and when ‘Brexit’ occurs) there is no 
shortage of opportunities for graduates in a wide 
range of practice areas. In Ontario and Canada, 
getting into law school is very hard (and expensive) 
and finding an articling position in a crowded market 
is becoming increasingly difficult. The law schools 
are still pumping out graduates, but the articling 
(and probably also the job market) is not developing 
enough to take them. The new law practice program 
has been a saviour to many but is under review by 
the Law Society. After 7 years at school (undergrad 
then law) and completing the bar exams, to confront 
barriers to qualification at the articling stage with 
a student debt load is an unfortunate competitive 
reality for many. 

So, a few pieces of advice to law students who see a 
working holiday or career overseas in their futures: 
1) start in private practice, and if you can’t get a 
foot in the door at a top tier firm, don’t hesitate to 
look for opportunities in the many great medium 
sized firms outside the main centres. With some 
initiative and ambition you will get great experience 
and your CV will thank you for it; 2) if you want to 
work overseas (and not in London which is more of a 
known quantity) do a deep-dive into the qualification 
requirements and talk to local recruiters. As I found 
out, Canadian firms and in-house legal departments 
do not readily employ foreign qualified lawyers not 
also called to a bar in Canada, for reasons including 
a certain distinct ‘professional nationalism’, an 
inherent conservative outlook and the fact that a 
huge number of foreign qualified lawyers from across 
the globe enter the country each year, for which there 
is an established qualification process. In Ireland 
(at least in 2009) being a NZ-qualified lawyer, in 
contrast, was not an issue for my employer; 3) niche 
experience can be a help in your job search. In large 
markets, legal specialization is the norm and being a 
‘generalist’ may mean you can apply for more roles, 
but having an area of specialisation will get you 
interviews. Blackberry liked my IT experience, and CGI 
liked my insurance industry experience coupled with 
licensing and outsourcing expertise. It also helped 
that IT law (as opposed to corporate and commercial 
law) is largely transactional so an in-depth knowledge 
of local statutes and regulations is less demanded. 
Finally; 4) never give up on your career aspirations, no 
matter how ambitious or daunting!

Augustine Rose, who graduated in 1986, has 
returned to legal practice in the Solomon Islands 
after serving as a Member of Parliament from 1987 
to 1989 and a Member of the Provincial assembly 
from 2006 to 2010. Some still current staff were his 
lecturers way back then, and Augustine thanks them 
for moulding him into what he is now.

Overseas Alumni
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Homefront

I never wanted to be a lawyer. I was convinced 
that lawyers spent all their time in stuffy offices 
working long hours just to make rich people 
richer or get guilty people off. That is, until I 
accidentally took a first year law paper and 
discovered something quite remarkable. I 
discovered that the law is not a vocation as 
much as it is a tool: where you end up is 
determined by how you use that tool, and the 
task to which you choose to apply it.  

I graduated from the University of Canterbury 
in 2011 with a Bachelor of Laws with First Class 
Honours and a Bachelor of Arts majoring in 
Political Science. I received the University Prize 
for Law on completion of my LLB, and was placed 
first in my graduating year in Political Science. 
During my degree I was first in class in Land 
Law, Company Law and the Law of Equity; and 
top student overall in my 200-level law papers. I 
tutored torts through the Te Puna Manawa Maori 
and Pacific Island Tutoring Programme in my final 
two years. After graduating I worked as a Judges’ 
Clerk at the Supreme Court of New Zealand, 
first for Rt Hon Justice Tipping then, following 
his retirement, for Hon Justice Glazebrook. I was 
admitted to the New Zealand Bar in 2013 and in 
February 2014 I took up a position as Associate 
Crown Counsel at Crown Law.  

In 2014 I received the W M Tapp Scholarship 
from Gonville and Caius College and the William 
Georgetti Scholarship to complete a Master of 
Laws at the University of Cambridge. I graduated 
from Cambridge with a First Class in June 2015, 
and was awarded the Sir Emlyn Wade Prize in 
Law for the highest LLM grade at Gonville and 
Caius College. I also received an Honorary Senior 
Scholarship and a Graduate Book Prize from 
Gonville and Caius, and was placed first in my 
Settlement of International Disputes course. My 

Cambridge dissertation is currently in the second 
peer-review stage for a prominent international 
journal. During my time at Cambridge, I rowed 
with the Gonville and Caius Novice Women’s First 
Boat and was Social Secretary of the Gonville and 
Caius Graduate Society. 

Following my graduation from Cambridge, I 
worked as a research assistant to Simon de 
Smet, who taught my International Criminal Law 
course at Cambridge, for his forthcoming book 
on fact-finding before international courts. In late 
2015, with the assistance of a funding award from 
the Australian and New Zealand International 
Law Society, I moved to The Hague to complete 
a 6-month contract at the International Criminal 
Court. There, I worked for the Presiding Judge of 
Trial Chamber V, predominantly on the no-case-
to-answer decision in the case against William 
Ruto, Deputy President of Kenya, and Joshua 
Sang. Having completed my term at the ICC, I 
have returned to New Zealand where I have taken 
up a position at Wilson Harle, with a view to 
building and expanding my litigation skills and 
experience.  

Throughout my career I have sought to be 
involved in the legal community beyond my 
day job. During my time in Wellington, I was 
a Regional Ambassador for the Global Poverty 
Project Ambassador, and led a successful 
campaign to have the New Zealand Ministry 
of Justice obtain Fair Trade certification. I was 
involved in the re-establishment of the Amnesty 
International Aotearoa New Zealand’s Legal 
Network in 2013-2014, and was Secretary of the 
Coordinating Group that oversees the work of 
the Network up until I left to complete my study 
at Cambridge. I am a member of the Australian 
and New Zealand Society of International Law 
and, since returning to New Zealand, I have 
been appointed to the Auckland Young Lawyers 
Committee. I have also recently joined the 
Steering Committee for the ANZSIL Oceans and 
International Environment Law Interest Group 
to assist in organising an event to be held in 
Australia next year.  

While I find corporate law fascinating, my 
specific interest is in international criminal, 
environmental and human rights law, especially 
the issues surrounding enforcement and the 
allocation of responsibility. In particular, I 
have for some time been focused on how the 
treatment of asylum seekers in Australia’s 
offshore detention centres might be brought 
before the courts, international or domestic. I 
am currently working with contacts within the 

international criminal law profession to prepare 
a targeted legal submission to the Office of the 
Prosecutor of the ICC requesting that it open an 
investigation into the situation. 

I became interested in international law early 
in my university career. During the summer of 
2009-2010 I flew to South Africa and spent over 
three months working for the Commission for 
Gender Equality in Cape Town. My experiences 
there showed me how fundamental human 
rights are to a properly functioning society, 
and, perhaps more importantly, the vital need 
for effective and conscientious enforcement 
of the law. That interest has continued to 
grow and expand. My final dissertation for my 
Honours degree was written on the admissibility 
principles of the International Criminal Court 
with regard to the Kenyan case. In 2011, I received 
a short-term scholarship to study international 
law at the University of Oxford, and during that 
time was able to attend the ICC’s Post-Kampala 
symposium. My dissertation was published in 
the International Criminal Law Review (vol 12:4, 
2012, p 629). Later, I received a scholarship to carry 
out research at the Australian National University 
in Canberra over the 2011-2012 summer recess. 
There I studied international environmental law 
in the context of the Antarctic whaling case that 
was then before the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ). The research culminated in a publication 
in the New Zealand Yearbook of International 
Law (2011, Vol 9, p 2), and contributed to my 
being asked to write a follow up paper on the 
outcome of the ICJ case for a special edition of 
the Australian Yearbook of International Law (vol 
32, 2014, p 125).

New Zealand’s stable political climate and 
relative geographic isolation has meant that 
international public and criminal law do not 
garner a great deal of attention within New 
Zealand. I would love for that to change. New 
Zealand has an exceptional legal tradition, and 
produces lawyers who could provide a valuable 
contribution to the development of international 
legal discourse.1 More pressingly, I believe that 
our relative isolation from public and criminal 
international law is set to change. Rising sea 
levels affecting small Pacific island nations will 
place the crisis of climate change refugees on 
our doorstep. Increased pressure on resources is 
already seeing growing attention on the resource 

1 New Zealand has of course produced a number of 
excellent international legal scholars. My view is, 
however, that there are many more who could follow 
in their footsteps.

Claire Brighton tells us of her experiences, determination and hopes
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rich Antarctic continent. New Zealand’s location, 
its traditionally neutral position and its previous 
willingness to fight for the preservation of 
Antarctic conservation in the Antarctic Whaling 
Case may see New Zealand taking on a central 
role in any protective action. Closer to home, the 
growing humanitarian situation concerning the 
treatment of asylum seekers by the Australian 
Government is becoming increasingly difficult 
for New Zealand to ignore.  

I am a long-distance runner, and have spent 
many months training for half and full marathon 
races. Earlier this year, I completed two half-
marathon trail races along various sections of 
the coast of England, and am currently training 
to compete in The Goat Tongariro adventure 
race in December and to run the Abel Tasman 
in March 2017. During these months of training 
I have been regularly tempted to give it all up, 
especially when it is dark, and raining and I am 
hurting. It isn’t uncommon for something to 
come up that threatens to frustrate my carefully 
planned training schedule. Sometimes it is an 
unexpected hail-storm or shin-splints 30 minutes 
into a three hour run. Each time I can choose to 
give in, or to find a way around it and push on. I 
have discovered that once you are drenched, rain 
doesn’t really matter and shin splints rarely last 
longer than an hour.  

I had a similar experience in the last year of my 
undergraduate study. I had carefully planned out 
how I was going to achieve the various goals set 
for that year. Then, two days into the first term, 
Christchurch had the first of several devastating 
earthquakes. The campus was closed, with the 
law building among others sustaining significant 
damage. After a number of weeks, when things 
started again, we were faced with completing a 
year of study with many lost lectures, months 
without access to the law building or library, 
and attending lectures in tents. However, it was 
my final year, and I wasn’t going to get another 
chance. That year I not only graduated with First 
Class Honours, but, as mentioned earlier, received 
short-term scholarships to the University of 
Oxford and the Australian National University, 
and had two papers published in peer-reviewed 
journals.  

In my career I have been privileged to work with 
and learn from some of the best legal minds in 
New Zealand and around the world. I have always 
sought to challenge myself both personally and 
professionally in the hope that it will help me to 
be a better lawyer, and that my being a better 
lawyer may in some small way make a positive 
difference in the world. 

Homefront

Ricky Jordan sent his best wishes to the Law 
School, and is optimistic that 2017 is going 
to be a good year for those who work hard to 
make it such. 

He attached some photographs of sunset 
from the Duvauchelle bach balcony, and 
 of the dogs…

Professor Ursula Cheer (left), Dean of Law,  
met up with Forest Taane-Morton (right),  
the outgoing Tumuaki (President) of Te 
Putairiki, at the Te Putairiki end of year 
dinner, 10th November 2016.

Graeme Randle, School of Law tutor, with 
his partner Elizabeth Woods, on his 
admission at the High Court

Left to right: Elizabeth Woods, Graeme 
Randle, Professor Ursula Cheer
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Five of our slightly more senior graduates celebrated their 60th birthdays in sunny Spain.  
From (left to right) Sue Ritchie, Simon Tompkins (brother of Judge Arthur Tompkins),  
Margaret Gifford, Gerard Richardson and Brigid Cox

I was admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor of the 
High Court of New Zealand in 2014. I am currently 
working as a solicitor at Russell McVeagh in 
Wellington, and previously had the honour of 
working as Clerk to the Hon Justice Arnold of 
the Supreme Court of New Zealand, from 2014 
to January this year. In 2014 I graduated from the 
University of Canterbury with an LLB (Hons) with 
First Class Honours and a BA. I was awarded the 
University Prize in Law for second place in my 
graduating year, and the Canterbury Law Review 
Prize for my honours dissertation. At the end 
of my first year, I received the Thomson Reuters 
Prize in Legal System for the best mark in the 
first year law course at Canterbury. At the end 
of my time at university, I also had the fortune 
of interning at the United States Congress from 
November 2013 to January 2014.

Throughout my time at university, and in my 
first years of working in the legal community, 
I have had the fortune of serving law students 
and young lawyers in several leadership roles, 
including as Education Officer for the University 
of Canterbury Law Students’ Society (LAWSOC) 
in 2013, Education Vice-President for the New 
Zealand Law Students’ Association in 2014 and as 
a Producer for the Wellington Law Revue in 2015. 
In each of these roles, I have been motivated 
both by a desire to serve the law student and 
legal communities around me, and to leave every 
role I hold in a better position than when I took it 
on. As Education Officer for LAWSOC, I strove to 
achieve this aim both by expanding the academic 
support offered by LAWSOC, and by organising 
LAWSOC’s first ‘Wellness Week’ event, targeted at 
raising awareness of mental health issues among 
law students and the legal community. I am 
proud and humbled that this has now become 
an annual event at the University of Canterbury. 
I was able to continue to drive this focus on 
mental health as Education Vice-President for the 
New Zealand Law Students’ Association in 2014, 
where I also worked to increase the exposure 
of law students to opportunities with public 
interest and social justice groups. 

I have been actively involved in the legal 
community in Wellington since moving to 
commence work in 2014. I participated in 
the Young Lawyers’ Committee Mooting 
Competition in 2014 and have been involved in 
the Wellington Law Revue since that year, as a 
cast member, writer and producer. I have also 
enjoyed taking opportunities to serve the legal 
and wider communities. I have assisted with 
law student competitions at Victoria since 2014, 
and this year became a mentor to a senior law 

student at Victoria through the Young Lawyers’ 
Committee ‘Bridging the Gap’ initiative. I also 
began volunteering at free legal advice sessions 
at the Wellington Community Law Centre earlier 
this year (through Russell McVeagh), and I enjoy 
regularly volunteering for the Wellington SPCA. 
Previously, while studying at Canterbury, I was 
involved in tutoring both for halls of residence 
and through LAWSOC’s academic support. I 
was also involved in the Canterbury Law Revue, 
contributed to a group submission to the 
United Nation’s Universal Periodic Review of 
New Zealand’s human rights performance, and 
actively participated in law student competitions 
such as mooting, for which I represented the 
University of Canterbury in 2012 and 2013. 

I aspire to a career in litigation because I enjoy 
oral advocacy and the process of arguing 
and determining legal issues. I find this 
particularly interesting in fields where the law 
regularly intersects with policy issues, such 
as international law. I have been extremely 
fortunate to work at the Supreme Court, where I 
was able to observe and be involved in the work 
of senior judges and counsel, and at Russell 
McVeagh learning the practice of litigation. I 
have also particularly enjoyed my experiences 
with mooting, because I find the mix of research, 
legal argument and oral advocacy involved in 
mooting to be a rewarding source of practical 
legal training. 

Andrew Pullar describes his academic 
career and looks forward to the future

Margot Gibson finished five years of study 
at Canterbury and graduated with a 
Bachelor of Laws with First Class Honours 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
and History. She has since completed an 
internship with the New Zealand mission  
to the United Nations in Vienna, where she 
worked on issues of nuclear security and 
transnational organised crime. She plans  
to study for an M.Phil. in International 
Relations. 

Fiona Leonard has been appointed the new 
Chief Parliamentary Counsel. She graduated 
from Canterbury with Honours in 1991. She 
held a number of positions in academia, 
the public service and private firms before 
being appointed Deputy Chief Parliamentary 
Counsel in 2013.

Lynne Harrison, who graduated from 
Canterbury in 1992, and thereafter began  
to specialise in family law in Christchurch, 
was appointed a judge of the Family Court 
in March. She is Taranaki’s first resident 
female judge.
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Visiting scholars, and occasionally School staff 
themselves, contributed to the Law School’s 
rich intellectual life with one-off seminars, 
public lectures and presentations on a wide 
variety of topics. 

• Dr Naomi Creutzfeldt, University of Oxford; 
~ Citizens’ perceptions of the legitimacy of 
Ombudsmen and their decision making

• Barry Cushman – Headline Kidnappings and 
the Origins of the Lindbergh Law 

• Dr Ivana Radacic, Ivo Pilar Institute of Social 
sciences; Rape myths and gender stereotypes 
in Croatian rape laws and practice

• Professor Susan Corbett, Victoria University of 
Wellington; The digital orphans: how copyright 
law stifles cultural heritage

• Dr Victoria Papp, University of Canterbury; 
Forensic linguistics ~ Linguistic analysis of 
language in the legislative process

• Professor Kris Gledhill, University of 
Auckland; The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act: 
Understanding it correctly and maximising its 
potential

• Professor Tarun Khaitan, University of Oxford; 
Dignity as an expressive norm: neither 
vacuous nor a panacea

• Professor Anastasia Telesetsky, University of 
Idaho; New Zealand’s Quota Management 
System at thirty: A resource management 
model facing some discrete challenges

• Mr Steven Moe, Parry Field & Co; Disruption 
and the coming ‘New Law’: What does it mean 
for the future of law firms, lawyers and legal 
education?

• Professor William Webster, University of 
Stirling; What does it mean to be smart? 
Regulating Smart CCTV technologies

• Professors Ursula Cheer and Lynne Taylor, 
Student Engagement in New Zealand Law 
Schools

Professor Graham Virgo, NZ Law Foundation  
2016 Distinguished Visiting Fellow

Professor Gillian Triggs, 2016 Sir Eric Hotung  
Visiting Fellow

Seminars and Visitors

• Professor Graham Virgo, University of 
Cambridge ~NZ Law Foundation Distinguished 
Visiting Fellow - Justifying the law of 
restitution: a case study in the nature of 
judging

• Professor Rosemary Hunter, Kent Law School; 
What is Socio-Legal Studies?

• Professor Philip Joseph; Brexit, a view from 
afar

• Dr Sascha Mueller; Mrs Hampton’s Sewing 
Machine ~ Making assessment seem more 
‘relevant’ to our students

• Professors Richard Jones (New Zealand 
Brain Research Institute, Christchurch) and 
Robin Palmer; Junk Science or Forensic 
Breakthrough? An overview of the UC Law 
forensic brainwave analysis project

• Professor Kent McNeil, Osgoode Hall Law 
School, Recent developments in aboriginal title 
law in Canada

• Dr Roman P. Falta, Quadragon Management 
LLC; The role of human thinking and 
perception in legal risk management

• Professor Gillian Triggs, President of the 
Australian Human Rights Commission, Sir Eric 
Hotung Visiting Fellow, – Human rights across 
the Tasman: a widening gulf

Ever mindful of good relationships with the 
Queen’s Ministers, the School of Law took 
care that the Minister of Police, Judith Collins, 
would have somewhere to park her car when 
the Minister came to speak to the Bachelor of 
Criminal Justice and Law classes in October. 
Here Professor Finn moves a road cone in 
the carpark to release the Minister’s reserved 
parking place.

Scott Davidson, formerly Professor and 
Head of School at Canterbury, has taken up 
the position of Vice-Chancellor at Newman 
University in Birmingham.

Scandalum



in the establishment of the Paparoa National 
Park. Other books followed, and submissions 
on many environmental issues. Through them 
he expressed his love for this country. He was 
articulate, thoughtful and kind, and without  
him New Zealand would be a different and  
poorer place. 

Alan Francis Shaw 
1929 – 2016
We also note with sadness the passing of: 
Alan Francis Shaw 1929 ~ 2016 Canterbury law 
graduate, former partner in Taylor Shaw and 
Anderson and president of the Canterbury 
District Law Society

Professor John Ryan
Professor John Ryan 
passed away on Sunday 12 
March, while out for a 
morning walk near his 
home in Queensland, 
Australia. He was 87 years 
of age.

Dr Ryan is well 
remembered by many 

in New Zealand following his tenure as Dean of 
Law at the University of Canterbury in the late 
1960’s and early ‘70’s. He subsequently headed 
the School of Taxation and Business Studies at 
the University of New South Wales, and spent 
many years in practice as a barrister. He retired in 
Sydney and later moved to the Gold Coast where 
he put a great deal of time and effort into his 
hobby of share market investing. 

John was fanatical about his health and fitness 
in later years: he walked, ran or swam most days, 
and was careful to pursue his own twist on a 
healthy diet and lifestyle. He died of a sudden 
heart attack, the irony of which would not be lost 
on him. 

John’s achievements and accolades are too many 
to list, and he would not have been interested 
in telling people about them in any case. His 
life in law and academia began as a small-town 
boy in his native New Brunswick, Canada. Born 
into a warm, middle-class Catholic family (his 
father a judge), John attended high school and 
university there, and was admitted as a barrister 
and solicitor, until he was ‘snapped up’ as a 
Beaverbrook scholar and moved on to further 
study in London in the early 1950‘s. 

In 1959 he met and soon married Philippa Luard-
Selby, youngest daughter of an English family 
steeped in music, writing and the arts. Philippa’s 
father was vicar of a small Lake District town, 
her mother a member of the Collingwood family 
of arts and letters. John and Philippa went on to 
have four children.

He completed a PhD in company law, and in the 
early 1960’s took up a teaching post at Queen’s 
University in Belfast, Northern Ireland. It was 
from there that the family later moved to New 
Zealand, when John received his appointment 
to the University of Canterbury. He arrived at 
a time of great change in the academic world 
and in society at large, these being the years of 
student protest, women’s rights activism and 
the Vietnam War. At this time also, the University 
was well into the move from its somewhat 
confined central Christchurch location to the 

bright modern campus at Ilam. Over the years, 
John’s reputation saw him teach, speak and 
inspire in places as diverse as Austria, Nigeria and 
Taiwan, and of course in Australia; he moved to 
the University of New South Wales in the mid-
1970’s, where he took up a foundation chair in 
Taxation and Business Studies. While he appeared 
relaxed, he drove his students with vigour, never 
accepted anything less than 100% effort and did 
his best to teach that success can be reached no 
matter the adversity which might seem to bar 
the way.

Despite John’s success as a popular and often 
entertaining academic it was his family, and 
especially Philippa, who had to deal with the 
dark side of his character. Unknown to almost 
all around him, John struggled with addiction 
and alcoholism for most of his adult life. This 
spelt the end of his marriage and the effective 
loss of his family, in spectacular acrimony, in the 
1970’s. His move to Australia eventually afforded 
him the opportunity to confront his alcoholism: 
he found the right support group and, by his 
family’s calculation, he never drank anything but 
tea and water for his last thirty six years. 

John will, of course, be greatly missed by his 
children and family, his friends, colleagues 
and acquaintances. His legacy includes large 
numbers of successful former students, his body 
of published work which reflects more than half 
a century of endeavour and achievement, and 
above all the remembrance of him by so many as 
a wit, a raconteur and simply as an inspiration.

Words & image © Jonathan Ryan 2017

Andrew Dennis  
1944 – 2016
Andrew Dennis ~ Andy, to all who knew him ~ is 
most remembered as a tireless and committed 
conservationist, writer, and intense lover of the 
outdoors, but in an earlier part of his life he 
achieved academic eminence and linked his 
name with the Canterbury Law School. Born in 
England and arriving in Christchurch as a boy, 
he completed an M.A. and LL.B. at Canterbury 
before obtaining a Masters in Law from Harvard 
and then a Ph.D. in Old Icelandic Law from 
Cambridge. Upon his return to New Zealand he 
spent several years teaching in the Law School, 
before yearnings for the hills and conscientious 
doubts about the value and purpose of lawyers 
drew him to the West Coast. There, while working 
on a friend’s farm near Westport, he encountered 
the Paparoa Range. His first book, The Paparoas 
Guide, published in 1981, played a significant role 
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