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I am very pleased to write this introduction 
to the 2015 Law School Newsletter. A great 
deal happened in the Law School in 2015, one 
side effect of which has been that the 2015 
Newsletter has been somewhat delayed and for 
this, I apologise. Probably the greatest change 
of note is that the Law School is now led by a 
new partnership team made up of Professor 
Karen Scott, as Head of School, and me as Dean. 
Karen was appointed Acting Head in July 2015 
and was confirmed in the position in September. 
I was appointed late in 2015 to take up the role 
of Dean in January 2016, replacing Associate 

Professor Chris Gallavin who left us in September. 
Prior to my appointment, the School was very 
ably led by Professor Jeremy Finn who acted as 
Dean. I am proud and excited to be Dean of this 
excellent law school and grateful to be working 
in partnership with Karen, and working for and 
with a wonderful and collaborative group of 
colleagues. 

So it is a pleasure to note that in 2015, the Law 
school staff enjoyed another successful and 
highly productive year of research. Several new 
books were published during the year. These 
included sole-authored works by Debra Wilson 
and me, as well as co-edited and authored books 
by Jeremy Finn and Elizabeth Toomey, and Karen 
Scott. In addition there were four new editions 
of textbooks by John Burrows, Jeremy Finn and 
Stephen Todd, me, Jeremy Finn (co-author with 
Don Mathias) and Elizabeth Toomey (co author 
with Colin Fife). Another major publication 
was a research report commissioned by AKO 
Aotearoa, National Centre for Tertiary Teaching 
Excellence, The Making of Lawyers: Expectations 
and Experiences of First Year New Zealand Law 
Students, jointly authored by Lynne Taylor, Natalie 
Baird, John Caldwell, me and Debra Wilson. 

In addition to these major works, thirty-two book 
chapters were written or co-authored, 14 refereed 
journal articles and seven conference papers 
published in refereed conference papers written 
or co-authored by Law staff were published 
during 2015. Law staff gave 29 papers at a 
wide range of conferences in New Zealand and 
overseas including China, Norway, South Korea, 
the USA, Australia, Canada, Hungary, and the 
United Kingdom, 

Law School staff and their colleagues also had 
success in obtaining external research funding 
for various projects, including Rhonda Powell 
who is a co-leader (with Elisabeth McDonald of 
VUW) on the Feminist Judgment Project Aotearoa, 
a critical legal project involving about 50 people 
from all over New Zealand in which a range of 
key New Zealand judgments are rewritten using 
established legal method but as if the judge 
were a feminist as a way to examine the concept 
of judicial neutrality. The project is funded by 
a $38,000 grant from the New Zealand Law 
Foundation.   

This is merely a short summary of the year’s 
achievements, but it will be clear to readers that 
2015 was a stellar year for the Law School and 
its staff. More than this, however, this edition of 
the Newsletter also showcases the considerable 
and continued successes of our students. As new 
Dean, I am reaching out to the profession and 
other employers, to our graduates and indeed, 
to anyone interested in connecting with us and 
our endeavours. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me to talk about matters of mutual benefit, or 
simply to touch base with your law school. Our 
students and graduates are wonderful, bright, 
high-achieving people and we are very proud of 
them all. 

Warmest wishes

Ursula Cheer

From the Dean

This is my last Newsletter as Editor. The most 
significant editorial news is that you will 
see, later in the edition, we are moving from 
hard copy to digital for future editions of the 
Newsletter. You will, however, have the chance to 
tell us if you wish to still receive your Newsletter 
in hard copy form. Additionally, the Newsletter 
can be downloaded from the Law School website, 
as usual. David Round will be taking over from 
me as Editor from hereon, and I am sure he 
will make this very successful publication his 
own while retaining all the news, gossip and 
information about the Law School you have 

come to expect and enjoy. It just remains for me 
to thank all those who have contributed over the 
years during my time as editor (almost 20 years!) 
and in particular, thanks to Richard Scragg, Liz 
Toomey and David Rowe, who have been co-
editors with me at various times. The Newsletter 
has become a valuable historical record of many 
of our successes and initiatives. I hope you 
continue to support and enjoy reading it.

And we continue to seek contributions from you 
all for next year’s edition. Tell us about yourselves 
and your continuing careers and lives, whether in 
New Zealand, or offshore.

Contact David at email:
david.round@canterbury.ac.nz

or

Editor
School of Law Newsletter
University of Canterbury
Faculty of Law
Private Bag 4800
CHRISTCHURCH 8140

Visit the Law School Website at:
http://www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz/

A Note from the Editor
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Karen Scott
2015 was a busy year for Professor Karen Scott. 
In March The Oxford Handbook of the Law of the 
Sea which she co-edited with Donald R Rothwell, 
Alex G Oude Elferink and Tim Stephens was 
published by Oxford University Press. It was 
formally launched by Sir Kenneth Keith, Judge, 
International Court of Justice at a reception at 
the 22nd ANZSIL conference in July. In addition 
to her co-editing responsibilities Karen also 
authored chapter 21 of the Handbook entitled 
Integrated Oceans Management: A New Frontier in 
Marine Environmental Protection and co-authored 
the chapter on Polar Oceans and the Law of the 
Sea (chapter 32, with David L VanderZwaag) and 
co-authored the final chapter entitled Charting 
the Future of the Law of the Sea (chapter 39, with 
Donald R Rothwell, Alex G Oude Elferink and Tim 
Stephens).

Karen’s other research projects in 2015 focused 
on the regulation of geoengineering (Karen N. 
Scott, “Geoengineering and the Law of the Sea” 
in Rosemary Rayfuse (ed), Research Handbook 
on International Marine Environmental Law 
(Edward Elgar Publishing, 2015) (chapter 21)); 
and the politics of the Antarctic Treaty (Karen 
Scott, “Looking back to look forward: trends, 
challenges and scenarios for the Antarctic 
Treaty System in 2115” in Peter Kennedy (ed), 
The Arctic and Antarctica. Differing Currents of 
Change (New Zealand Institute of International 
Affairs, 2015), Karen N. Scott, “Ice and Mineral 
Resources” in Liggett, D., Storey, B., Cook, Y., 
Meduna, V. (eds), Exploring the Last Continent. 
An Introduction to Antarctica (Springer, 2015) 
487 – 504). In 2015 Karen gave six full conference 
papers focusing on Antarctic and law of the 
sea issues in: New Orleans, USA; Oslo, Norway; 
Jeju, South Korea; Hangzhou, China, Tromsø, 
Norway and Wellington, New Zealand. She 
was an invited visiting professor at the Jebsen 
Centre for the Law of the Sea at the University 
of Tromsø in September 2015 and contributed to 
the LLM on the Law of the Sea run by the Centre. 
Karen was Vice-President of the Australian 
Society of International Law (ANZSIL) and was 
a co-convenor of the 2015 annual conference 
organising committee. Karen also completed the 
final stages of a New Zealand Law Foundation 
(NZLF) project examining ocean governance in 
New Zealand’s waters.

In September 2015 Karen was appointed Head of 
the School of Law, having been Acting as Head 
since July. 

Stephen Todd
Stephen Todd slaved away at tort and contract 
in his usual fashion. A key project in 2015 was 
the writing of a fifth edition of The Law of 
Contract in New Zealand (with John Burrows and 
Jeremy Finn), published by LexisNexis NZ Ltd in 
December 2015. He is the author of chapters 7, 
12, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 21. In late 2014 he presented 
a paper at a conference at the University of 
Auckland on “The New Zealand Supreme 
Court: The First 10 Years” looking at the Court’s 
decisions in the field of torts. A version of the 
paper has been published in Russell and Barber 
(eds) The New Zealand Supreme Court: The First 
Ten Years, Thomson Reuters, Wellington, 2015, 
and a shorter version in Stockley and Littlewood 
(eds) The New Zealand Supreme Court: The First 
Ten Years, LexisNexis, Wellington, 2015. He also 
wrote two new articles: “Applying the Ex Turpi 
Causa Principle in Tort Actions” for the Journal of 
International and Comparative Law, and “Tortious 
Intrusions upon Solitude and Seclusion” for the 
Singapore Academy of Law Journal. The latter 
seeks to loosen just a little  of  Ursula Cheer’s 
iron grip on the field. 

Work in preparation includes a new, seventh, 
edition of The Law of Torts in  
New Zealand and a new chapter on “Actions 
Arising from Birth” in McHale and Laing (eds) 
Principles of Medical Law (4th ed), both due to 
be published in 2016. In a new venture, Stephen 
arranged for a recording of 19 songs from 
Leading Cases in Song (Thomson Reuters, 2013) 
by members of the Christchurch Opera Club, 
which is now available as a CD and online. For 
details of the book and the recording see www.
leadingcasesinsong.com. He continues to think 
about writing new legal songs.

Ursula Cheer
Ursula successfully completed a new edition of 
Burrows and Cheer: Media Law in New Zealand, 
(Lexis Nexis) which was published in 2015, and 
also a monograph on New Zealand Media Law 
for Kluwer Law International, published as a 
separate title in early 2016. She co-authored 
a chapter in J. Finn and E. Toomey (Eds), Legal 
Response to Natural Disasters, Thomson Reuters, 
with Jeremy Finn and Sarah Rosanowski, on 
‘Media, Family and Employment’ and also a 
report commissioned by AKO Aotearoa, National 
Centre for Tertiary Teaching Excellence, The 
Making of Lawyers: Expectations and Experiences 
of First Year New Zealand Law Students, together 
with Lynne Taylor, Natalie Baird, John Caldwell, 
and Debra Wilson. Ursula also completed 
updated chapters on defamation and privacy 

for the seventh edition of The Law of Torts in 
New Zealand (Thomson Reuters, ed Stephen 
Todd). She presented a paper in April on ‘The 
Burgeoning of Freedom of Expression in New 
Zealand Defamation Law’ in Budapest, Hungary, 
at the Media Freedom and Regulation in the New 
Media World conference, and presented a paper 
at the Legal Education and Access to Justice 
ALTA Conference in July, co-authored with Lynne 
Taylor, Natalie Baird, John Caldwell, and Debra 
Wilson, on The Making of Lawyers: Developing a 
Law Student Profile, in Melbourne, Australia. She 
continued to give commentary on Radio New 
Zealand and in other media on media law issues. 

Elizabeth Toomey
Elizabeth, with Professor Jeremy Finn, co-edited 
the book, Legal Response to Natural Disasters, 
that was published by ThomsonReuters in April. 
The book was launched in May (see separate 
article) and has attracted significant interest. She 
also co-authored with Colin Fife the 3rd edition 
of Sports Law in New Zealand (International 
Encyclopaedia of Laws (Kluwer International, 
Germany)) that was released in November. Her 
chapter, “The Complexities of Land Acquisition 
and Zoning after the Canterbury, New Zealand 
Earthquakes” was published in Rule of Law in the 
Asian Disaster Recovery: Toward a Human-Centred 
Disaster Management (Routledge, 2015) in late 
November. 

Elizabeth is a member of a four-person team 
which successfully gained a $50,000.00 research 
grant from Building Research Association New 
Zealand (BRANZ) to investigate potential revised 
legal frameworks for ownership and use of 
multi-unit dwellings on a single site. The team 
was also successful in gaining a New Zealand 
Law Foundation grant of $7,000.00 to enable 
further expansion of the project. This project is 
well underway and will be completed by February 
2017. 

Early in 2015, Elizabeth was invited to be both 
a presenter and commentator at the 3rd United 
Nations Conference in Disaster Risk Reduction 
Public Forum (Community-Based Reconstruction 
of Society and University Involvement) that 
was held in Sendai, Japan. It was an exciting 
experience, sobered somewhat by a first-
hand look at the tsunami-devastated coastal 
landscape, reconstruction of which is slow. 

Jeremy Finn, Henry Holderness and she wrote 
a conference paper for the Australian and New 
Zealand Disaster and Emergency Management 
Conference (Gold Coast, Australia, May 2015) 
and she presented this with Henry Holderness. 
She also presented a paper on post-earthquake 

Staff News
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Christchurch at a “Disaster and International Law 
in Asia-Pacific Workshop” that was held at the 
University of New South Wales, Sydney in July.

Wearing a completely different hat, she presented 
a paper, “The New Zealand Cricket Scandal: What 
is the World Doing about Match-Fixing in Sport”, 
at the 6th International Conference on Sport and 
Society that was held in Toronto, Canada, also 
in July. With a room full of North Americans, 
many of whom had very fixed ideas about what 
constitutes match-fixing in sport, the session 
was very lively and enjoyable. 

Elizabeth was awarded a Cambridge/Canterbury 
Academic Exchange Fellowship and a Rutherford 
Visiting Scholarship (Trinity College) which she 
took up in early October. She had a wonderful 
time at Cambridge and made the most of the 
opportunity. She embraced Trinity College life and 
had many an interesting discussion at the High 
Table dinners. She joined a property law group 
and a private law group from the Cambridge 
University Faculty of Law and attended weekly 
seminars of both and presented a paper on 
her current research at one. She was privileged 
to be able to sit in on Land Law lectures and 
also observe (enviously!) the very small tutorial 
sessions that comprised a maximum of three 
students. In her time there, she made some 
wonderful friends both at Trinity College and at 
the Faculty of Law and also spent many a long 
hour researching and writing manuscript for the 
new edition of New Zealand Land Law for 2016. 
That task was considerably eased by the fact that 
her apartment door was five steps away (across 
the tiny cobbled street) from one of the most 
vibrant cafes in Cambridge and which made 
excellent coffee! 

The School of Law won the bid to host the 13th 
Australasian Property Law Teachers’ Conference 
in Christchurch in April 2016 and Dr Ben France-
Hudson, Henry Holderness and Liz planned and 
held the event, which will be reported on for the 
next Newsletter. 

Rhonda Powell
2015 was Rhonda’s first full year at UC and her 
first year as course co-ordinator of LAWS101: 
The Legal System. She found it a privilege to 
work with students from all sorts of different 
backgrounds, who were starting their legal 
careers at UC and was also grateful for the 
support of colleagues who helped her learn 
the ropes. In 2015, Rhonda also developed a 
new course, LAWS344: Gender & the Law, which 
examines the impact of gender on law and 
law on gender as well as topics such as the 
meaning(s) of ‘equality’, ‘feminism’ and the way 
in which ‘being female’ intersects with ‘being 
Māori’. She was pleased by the enthusiasm of 
colleagues to contribute to the course and by 

the interest that students have shown for the 
course. Rhonda also started two new research 
projects and continued a third. In The 100 Level 
Law Study, together with John Hopkins, she 
examined the aims and objectives of the first 
year law programme in its various shapes and 
forms across New Zealand. John and Rhonda 
also welcomed all six of New Zealand’s law 
schools as part of the study. Rhonda is also 
part of the Feminist Judgment Project Aotearoa 
together with Elisabeth McDonald of VUW and 
Rosemary Hunter of Queen Mary, University of 
London. This is a New Zealand Law Foundation 
funded project, in which a number of academics 
and legal practitioners, both experienced and 
otherwise, will rewrite judgments from key 
New Zealand cases from a feminist perspective, 
as a way to examine the concept of judicial 
neutrality. Rhonda also continued to work 
with Debra Wilson and others in developing 
Rethinking Surrogacy Laws, another New Zealand 
Law Foundation funded project examining the 
complexities around the regulation of surrogacy 
in New Zealand. On a more personal note, in 2015 
Rhonda bought her first house and engaged in 
the excitement (and stress) of interior decorating 
and ‘real’ gardening for the first time. She found 
Christchurch started to feel more like ‘home’ as 
a result. And she managed to cycle up Cashmere 
Hill (just once!). 

In March 2015, Rhonda travelled to the University 
of Warwick, which is just outside Coventry, 
United Kingdom, to attend the Socio-legal 
Studies Association Conference. Unfortunately, 
health issues delayed the trip for a week, so 
Rhonda and her family missed the majority 
of a stay on a canal boat in Oxford, which was 
supposed to be an opportunity to catch up with 
old friends and to recover from jetlag prior to 
the conference. They did manage two nights 
on the boat (two nights too many, according 
to Rhonda’s husband who is keen for more 
conventional accommodation next time!). At the 
conference, Debra Wilson and Rhonda facilitated 
a ‘stream’ on the topic of Rethinking Surrogacy 
Laws and welcomed presentations from a 
number of European academics on the legal and 
ethical issues facing the regulation of surrogacy. 
The conference was a great opportunity to 
meet people with common research interests 
and Rhonda established new relationships 
and revived existing relationships with British 
academics. She then took annual leave and spent 
a few wonderful days reconnecting with London 
(where she lived for 3 years) before joining her 
family in Corfu, Greece. They all celebrated Easter 
Greek-style at Rhonda’s mother-in-law’s house. 
She is ashamed to say that none of the family ate 
the goat they had watched being spit-roasted in 
the garden before a scenic drive to Athens. And 
it turns out that pre-schoolers don’t love scenic 
drives as much as their parents! 

Chris Riffel
Chris dedicated most of the year to turning his 
PhD into a monograph. He also published a 
smaller piece in the Max Planck Encyclopedia of 
Public International Law (on the Biotech case) 
and one article in the CLR on Socratic Teaching. 
On the admin side of things, Chris was appointed 
ILAP Co-Director (together with Natalie Baird) and 
the bicultural attribute of the new UC graduate 
profile kept him busy. For the first time the 
School of Law offered a course on international 
investment law which Chris taught. 

Che Ekaratne
Che Ekaratne presented papers on her research 
at the Thomson Reuters New & Emerging 
Scholars Symposium, the Asian Pacific Copyright 
Association Conference, and the Law and Society 
Association of Australia and New Zealand 
Conference. These papers were drawn from 
her part-time doctoral research (supervised by 
Professors Ursula Cheer and Stephen Todd) on 
intellectual property and personality rights issues 
relating to the use of personal images. On the 
teaching front, Che coordinated and taught into 
the law school’s course on Intellectual Property 
Law. Her lectures in that course reflected her 
research interests in intellectual property law and 
entertainment law, and also included real-world 
examples (such as how to look up J.K. Rowling’s 
copyrights, and why real Harvard Law School 
diplomas look quite different from those in the 
hit television show Suits). 

New Staff
Róisín Burke joined 
the University of 
Canterbury School 
of Law in December 
2015. She was looking 
forward to living 
in Christchurch 
and exploring New 
Zealand. In 2015 
she travelled and 
worked in New 
York, Australia and 

Ireland. Before that, she spent a few months 
working as a Political Advisor at the Permanent 
Mission of Ireland to the United Nations in 
the areas of political affairs; women, peace 
and security; international law; and Security 
Council issues. Previously, Róisín was an Irish 
Research Council postdoctoral research fellow 
based at the Irish Centre for Human Rights, 
National University of Ireland Galway. She 
was awarded funding from the Irish Research 
Council to conduct a project on rule of law 
programming in transitional states, gender 
justice and women’s legal empowerment. She 
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She has highly developed social skills and was 
always able to work a room making everyone 
she spoke to feel interesting. Cynthia remains a 
valued friend of the Law School. In her last days 
here, she even saved us from a Health and Safety 
emergency by identifying and remediating a wet 
floor in the kitchen area, receiving a certificate 
from the College for her efforts! We will miss 
Cynthia greatly, we wish her well in her (semi) 
retirement, and we will continue our valuable 
social relationships with her and husband, Andy. 

– Ursula Cheer

has a PhD from Melbourne Law School. In 2015 
Róisín presented on gender justice and rule of 
law programming in conflict affected states at 
a conference held by UN Women and University 
of South East Asia in India. She also presented 
seminars in Ireland and Australia on peace 
operations, rule of law and women, peace  
and security. 

Her research interests are in the areas of 
international criminal law, international 
humanitarian law, peace operations, peace 
building, rule of law, gender justice and public 
international law. In 2015 Róisín published a 
Chapter on ‘Troop-discipline, the Rule of Law and 
Mission Operational Effectiveness in Conflict-
Affected States’ in The Self-Interest of Armed 
Forces in Accountability for their Members for Core 
International Crimes (Torkel Osphal, 2015). 

She spoke to the media on a number of 
occasions in 2015 and published an article in 
Live Encounters magazine. She has an article, 
co-authored with Professor Ray Murphy, titled 
Sexual and Gender-based Violence and the 
Responsibility to Protect: Where Does Gender 
Come In? in the Irish Studies in International 
Affairs (Vol. 26, 2015), and a jointly authored 
article (with Dr Marco Odello) dealing with 
Peacekeeping, zero-tolerance and immunities 
accepted for publication in 2015 by the 
International Journal of Human Rights (Taylor & 
Francis Group Publisher). Róisín is contributing 
to teaching in criminal law, international 
criminal law, public international law, and Issues 
in Policing, Prosecution and Alternatives to 
Prosecution. 

She is enjoying working with and getting to 
know students and staff at the University.  
Róisín enjoys travelling, different cultures, the 
outdoors, music and horse-riding.

Staff changes
Associate Professor Chris Gallavin resigned his 
position as Dean of the Law School in September 
2015 and moved to Massey University to take 
up a position as Deputy Pro Vice-Chancellor in 

the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. 
Chris’s research interests were in the areas of the 
law of evidence, international criminal justice, 
domestic criminal justice and public law. 

After graduating from UC in 2001 with LLB 
(first class honours) he studied prosecutorial 
discretion in the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) for his PhD at the University of Hull. 
Chris published a book on the law of evidence 
(‘Evidence’ LexisNexis, 2008), and had an 
extensive list of publications in his chosen areas. 
He also presented papers in London, Sheffield, 
Newcastle, Nottingham, Oxford, Exeter, Galway, 
and Canberra. 

Chris became Dean of the Law School during the 
stressful years following the earthquakes and 
will be remembered for his hard work supporting 
the development of the new co-curricular 
Criminal Justice degree and also the Clinical 
Legal Programme. He also became known as an 
inspirational speaker. The Law School wishes 
Chris well with his future career.

Associate Professor Cynthia Hawes retired from 
the law school in December 2015, after being on 
the staff for 29 years. Cynthia graduated from 
Canterbury with Honours and was admitted as a 
barrister and solicitor of the High Court of New 
Zealand in 1983. In 1986 she joined the staff of the 
Law School at the University of Canterbury. 

Her research interests were in the areas of 
commercial and consumer law, as well as 
the economic torts and the torts relating to 
interference with chattels. She has written 
extensively on these topics, the latter of which 
was the subject of her PhD thesis. She has been 
for many years a part-time referee in the Disputes 
Tribunal, and provides training seminars on legal 
matters for referees, work which Cynthia intends 
to continue while in retirement. She taught in 
law schools in Australia and England, where she 
also presented many seminars and conference 
papers. Cynthia was a highly valued colleague in 
the law school. 

On her leaving card, many of us noted her 
kindness and calmness as well as her intellect. 

Chris is farewelled by Sara Roberts, Sascha Mueller, David Round (in background) Chris Riffel and John Hopkins

Cynthia with her certificate of appreciation

Cynthia Hawes marks her last exam paper ever!
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2015 saw the culmination  
and initiation of many significant 
successful projects in the  
Law School

Legal Response to 
Natural Disasters
In 2011, Professors Jeremy Finn and Elizabeth 
Toomey procured $45,000.00 from the 
New Zealand Law Foundation for a project 
investigating legal issues that arise in the event 
of natural disasters such as earthquakes and 
floods. They also gained further funding of 
$10,000 from the Centre of Commercial and 
Corporate Law, University of Canterbury. 

The project collected, collated and analysed data 
from the legal profession and other relevant 

organisations in Christchurch to ascertain 
what legal problems arose as a result of the 
earthquakes of September 2010 and February 
2011. This email survey was followed by one-
to-one interviews with particular lawyers and 
organisations where appropriate. 

The earthquakes posed many challenges, 
foreseen and unforeseen, to the people of 
Canterbury. This was a unique opportunity to 
ascertain the range of legal issues which the 
legal profession and their clients have faced, to 
determine those which were not foreseen and to 
evaluate the effectiveness of responses to those 
which were foreseen. The focus of the project 
was concerned with identifying the problems 
and determining those which require a legislative 
response and those where prudent measures 
taken by individuals or by their legal advisers 
may ensure their interests are safeguarded in 
the event of a natural disaster. The fundamental 
aim of the project was to mitigate risks and 
enhance recovery by providing a “disaster-proof 
best practice” model which incorporates both 
necessary changes to legislation and ways in 
which lawyers and their clients can prepare for 
future natural disasters so as to mitigate the 
inevitable adverse effects. 

Both Jeremy Finn and Elizabeth Toomey travelled 
to the United States in 2013 (Jeremy the east 
coast, Elizabeth the west) and spent time 
researching American experiences from both 
floods and earthquakes. Elizabeth also spent 
some time in Japan and has developed an 
affiliation with the natural disaster research hub 
at Kobe University. 

The project and associated work resulted in a 
number of peer-reviewed articles world-wide, 
several conferences, and the final publication, 
Legal Response to Natural Disasters (eds 
Jeremy Finn and Elizabeth Toomey, 2015 
ThomsonReuters). The book covers many post-
earthquake legal issues that arose from the 

project and includes a comparative analysis of 
overseas legal experiences following natural 
disasters. Other authors who contributed to the 
work were: Professor Ursula Cheer, Professor 
Adrian Sawyer, Associate Professor Andrew 
Maples, Alison Chamberlain, Toni Collins 
and Sarah Rosanowski. On 12 May 2015, the 
publication was launched at a very collegial 
function in the Business and Law building. The 
editors were very appreciative of the generous 
sponsorship from Young Hunter Lawyers that 
enabled the function to take place. 

Socio-Legal Research 
Group Looks at Employer 
Views on Graduates’ Skills

As part of the Law School’s ongoing AKO 
Aotearoa project (AKO is New Zealand’s National 
Centre for Tertiary Teaching Excellence), Natalie 
Baird and John Caldwell are undertaking 
research into employer perspectives on law 
graduate skills in New Zealand. 

The research is taking place in two stages. The 
first qualitative phase was completed in 2015 
and involved a series of face-to-face interviews 
with 15 employers based in Auckland, Wellington 
and Christchurch. The interviewed employers 
included private law firms (both large, medium 
and small), the Government Legal network, 
Air New Zealand, Deloitte, an appellate Court 
judge, a local authority and a community law 
centre. The aim of the interview was to explore 
the interviewees’ perceptions on the skills and 
strengths that law graduates currently brought 
into the workplace and on the additional skills 
and attributes that employers might ideally 
desire.

The second phase of the project will take place 
in 2016 and, based on the findings from the 
qualitative interviews, will involve a quantitative 
survey of the employers of law graduates 
throughout New Zealand.

The AKO team is hoping that the published 
findings from this research project will help to 
inform curriculum development and practices in 
the New Zealand Law Schools, and assist the Law 
Schools in ensuring their students are work-ready 
upon graduation.

Law School Research and Innovation

LEGAL RESPONSE
TO NATURAL DISASTERS

Jeremy Finn
Elizabeth Toomey
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Feminist Judgments 
Project Aotearoa
The objective of the Feminist Judgments  
Project Aotearoa is to bring together a group of 
feminist legal scholars, including Māori feminist 
legal scholars, to reimagine judicial decisions 
from Aotearoa New Zealand through a feminist 
and mana wahine lens. Dr Rhonda Powell of 
the UC School of Law is working with Associate 
Professor Elisabeth McDonald from Victoria 
University of Wellington Faculty of Law on  
this two year New Zealand Law Foundation 
funded project. 

Feminist judging is emerging as a new form of 
socio-legal scholarship through which theory is 
brought into practice by questioning how judicial 
decisions would look if they were written by a 
feminist judge. The feminist judges will work 
with established legal method and practical 
constraints on decision-making to produce 
‘authentic’ feminist judgments. The Feminist 
Judgments Project Aotearoa will incorporate a 
number of judgments related to issues that 
affect Māori women in particular. This project 
is important because of the mixed success of 
feminist engagement with law to date and 
uncertainty about whether increasing the 
number of female judges makes any difference to 
the practice and substance of judicial decision-
making vis-à-vis women’s experience of the law.

The call for contributions elicited significant 
interest from scholars and legal practitioners 
throughout New Zealand, both men and women. 
Participants will either rewrite a judgment or 
prepare a commentary situating a particular 
feminist judgment in its social and historical 
context and articulating the feminist critique 
within the judgment. 

The outcome of the project will be an edited 
collection of judgments, together with 
commentaries on a number of substantive 
areas of law, and a chapter on methodological, 
conceptual and theoretical issues that arise. We 
would also hope to set up a website providing 
information and resources, which could also 
be a possible venue for future judgments and a 
potential teaching resource.

Te Kohuki Ture Kōpū 
Whāngai: Rethinking 
Surrogacy Laws
Surrogacy is an emerging and increasingly 
common form of artificial reproduction, 
which raises some unique issues in relation to 
regulation. This project, which will be carried 
out over three years, aims to examine the legal, 
ethical, cultural and societal implications of 
surrogacy arrangements in New Zealand and 
overseas. To our knowledge, this project will be 
the first in the world to include researchers from 
multiple fields and disciplines. 

The project team includes academics from Law, 
Business, Philosophy/Bioethics, Maori, and 
Health Services. Within the Law team we have 
experts in Child and Family Law, Medical Law, 
Human Rights, Women’s Rights, Employment 
Law, Commercial and Contract Law, and Criminal 
Law. The team will also work with international 
scholars with expertise in Law, Psychology, 
Sociology, Anthropology, Religious Studies, 
Gender Studies and Cultural Perspectives.

The project aims to answer the following 
questions:
• What are the views on surrogacy held by 

people or groups in New Zealand and are there 
identifiable reasons underpinning these views?

• What policy objectives should a model law or 
best practice guide incorporate?

• Does the current law reflect these policy goals?
• What are the various options for law reform 

which might better reflect these policy goals?
• What would a model surrogacy law look like? 

The team is led by Dr Debra Wilson a Senior 
Lecturer in the School of Law, specializing in 
medical and criminal law. Team members are:  
Associate Professor Annick Masselot who has 
a strong international reputation in the areas 
of Employment and Women’s Rights Law; Dr 
Rhonda Powell is a Lecturer in the School of 
Law whose research focuses on the intersection 
between Health Law and Human Rights Law; 
Natalie Baird, a Senior Lecturer in the School of 
Law whose research focusses on international 

human rights norms, and how these are given 
effect at the domestic level; Associate Professor 
John Caldwell, School of Law, widely regarded 
as a leading New Zealand expert on child and 
family law; Dr  Carolyn Mason, Lecturer in 
Philosophy, specializing in bioethics and the 
ethics representative on the Ethics Committee 
on Artificial Reproductive Technologies; Dr Abby 
Suszko; is a Kaiārahi Māori with the Office of the 
Assistant Vice-Chancellor Māori. and Annabel 
Ahuriri-Driscoll a Lecturer in Health Sciences. Her 
research interests focus on Kaupapa Māori, Māori 
health, and Māori Identity.

The initial stage of this project was funded by the 
New Zealand Law Foundation. 

Further information about the project can 
be found at https://blogs.canterbury.ac.nz/
surrogacy/

Publication of Landmark 
Book on the Law of the Sea

Professor Karen Scott 
published The Oxford 
Handbook of the 
Law of the Sea as co-
editor with Donald 
R Rothwell, Alex G 
Oude Elferink, and 
Tim Stephens (Oxford 
University Press, 2015).

The Oxford Handbook 
on the Law of the 

Sea is a landmark study into the law of the 
sea, taking stock of major developments, core 
concepts and key challenges. It explores the most 
important issues facing the world’s oceans and 
seas today, including piracy, climate change, 
fishing, pollution, maritime boundary disputes 
and military operations. Thirty-nine leading 
international experts in the law of the sea 
contributed to this volume.

In addition to co-editing the Handbook, Karen 
Scott contributed chapter 21 entitled Integrated 
Oceans Management: A New Frontier in Marine 
Environmental Protection and co-authored the 
chapter on Polar Oceans and the Law of the Sea 
(chapter 32, with David L VanderZwaag) and 
co-authored the final chapter entitled Charting 
the Future of the Law of the Sea (chapter 39, 
with Donald R Rothwell, Alex G Oude Elferink 
and Tim Stephens). Karen joined the Canterbury 
Law School in 2006. She teaches the foundation 
course in public international law as well as law 
of the sea, international environmental law, 
Antarctic Law and Policy and advanced public 
international law. She is currently the supervisor 
of two PhD students working on international 
environmental issues and supervised 9 LLM 

Rhonda Powell and Elisabeth McDonald

Surrogacy Project Team
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projects in 2015. Karen was appointed the Head 
of the School of Law in September 2015 (Acting 
Head from July 2015).

PhD Law Projects
Having a background in not-for-profits that 
focus on women’s rights (notably a previous 
Vice President of the Christchurch Branch of 
National Council of Women NZ), Cassandra 
Mudgway decided to undertake a PhD with a 
feminist bent.

In 2011, Cassandra came across the story of 
“Elizabeth” a 12 year old girl who was raped by 10 
UN peacekeepers on her way home from school 
in Cote d’Ivoire. Only a few of her attackers 
were identified; none were prosecuted in their 
home country. Instead, “Elizabeth” remained too 
traumatised and afraid to leave her village. She 
did not go back to school. She did not receive 
justice.

Although the UN embraces a “zero-tolerance” 
policy on sexual exploitation, the organisation 
does not have the capacity to conduct criminal 
investigations or prosecution. It is up to troop 
– contributing countries to investigate and 
prosecute their nationals but they are in some 
cases reluctant to do so.

Cassandra’s PhD looks at ways in which the 
United Nations can improve accountability 
of peacekeepers who commit sexual 
exploitation and abuse. Her primary proposals 
include a special court for peacekeepers and 
transformative reparations for victims.

Cassandra is a founding member of the 
University of Canterbury’s Feminist Society. She 
is also one of the founding organisers of the very 
successful National Intersectional Feminist Day 
Conference held in both 2014 and 2015 at UC.

The beginning of 2015 found Josie Toop working 
for the United Nations; for the Secretariat of 
the Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to 
Justice in Environmental Matters (the Aarhus 
Convention) and its Protocol on Pollutant 
Release and Transfer Registers (PRTR Protocol). 

The Aarhus Convention focuses upon domestic 
access to the principles in the Convention’s title, 
and also upon the promotion of those principles 
in international forums. The latter is of particular 
interest to Josie. She spent 5 months with the 
Secretariat, inter alia supporting the Task Force 
on Public Participation in Decision-making, the 
Compliance Committee, and the work on public 
participation in international forums, among 
other things providing a mixture of legal analysis, 
meeting preparation and follow up, document 
drafting and liaising with state national focal 
points and NGO representatives. She found 
the work interesting and inspiring. Later in the 
year Josie resumed her PhD. Her experiences 
with the Aarhus Convention Secretariat are 
helping to bolster and inform her research. She 
is investigating the existence and operation 

of the ‘global administrative law’ principles of 
transparency, participation, impartiality, reason-
giving and review in thirty regimes (comprising 
regional fisheries management organizations 
and multilateral environmental agreements), and 
considering whether these principles help with 
effectiveness and legitimacy. 

Robert Kipp researches disaster law and policy. 
At the University of Canterbury his research 
started with a very simple question – Why 
CERA? Robert asked this because New Zealand’s 
Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) 
system, in particular the recovery framework, 
had been praised by scholars and practitioners 
as a model for other countries only to be 
replaced by a new law and governance structure 
after the Canterbury earthquakes. 

Taking a historical perspective, he analysed 
the development of civil defence emergency 
management law and policies in New Zealand 
and found that the legislative and organisational 
response to the Canterbury earthquakes was 
not only necessary but inevitable. The aim of 
the research is to provide insights into how the 
emergency management system in New Zealand 
came to find itself falling far short when it was 
needed most. The answer is found in its history. 
What happens in New Zealand is very important 
to our understanding of disaster law because the 
CDEM Act 2002 incorporated many of the best 
practice principles on emergency management. 
But there remained a gap between principles 
and practice that was most evident after the 
Canterbury earthquakes. Robert concluded 
that without significant changes to the CDEM 
Act 2002 the only option will be for the central 
government to legislate its way through the  
next disaster.

Cassandra Mudgway Josie Toop Robert Kipp
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An internship story 
Abbie Hollingworth and Sandra Iskander were 
the successful applicants for the 2014 Police 
Prosecution Service Internship, offered by the 
UC School of Law and the Christchurch Police 
Prosecution Service. 

Abbie was completing her fourth year of a 
double degree in Law and Commerce, majoring 
in Human Resources, and Sandra had just 
completed her double degree in Law and 
Commerce majoring in Management. 

Over the summer break of 2014, they were given 
the opportunity to undergo an internship with 
the Christchurch Police Prosecution Service.

“We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the UC School of Law and the Christchurch Police 
for providing us with this valuable experience, It 
was truly memorable “

The internship was three weeks in duration 
and was designed to allow them to experience 
a variety of responsibilities. The pair had the 
opportunity to interact with a wide array of 
individuals, from offenders to Court staff, Police 
staff, lawyers and Judges.

The internship program was designed 
to introduce them to each aspect of the 
prosecutions’ roster, from file preparation for the 
District Court list, through to sentencing. They 
covered the District Court list, morning arrests, 
diversions, court review hearings, Audio Visual 
Link hearings, sentencing, applications for court 
fixtures, and were given the chance to prepare 
submissions for the Court. They also had a ‘ride 
along’ with two Police officers on a Saturday 
late night shift, giving them an opportunity to 
completely experience the full picture of the 
prosecution process. 

Law School Clinical Legal Programme

“Seeing it all in action was definitely rewarding, It 
was a real eye opener for both of us and we are so 
happy that we had this opportunity” they said.

Both students speak extremely highly of the 
internship experience, and are recommending 
it to anyone with an interest in litigation. The 
internship was very practical and involved a lot 
of time in the Christchurch Court; they said, 
and perfectly complemented and built on what 
they had learnt in their academic experience at 
University. 

Robin Palmer
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New Zealand’s first Bachelor of Criminal Justice 
graduate crossed the stage at the University  
of Canterbury graduation ceremony in 
December 2015. 

Annabel Frost, who moved to New Zealand 
from England with her family when she was a 
child, was the first and only person to graduate 
with the new qualification. She completed two 
degrees in four years – a BA and a BCJ –  
by studying at UC Summer School and taking 
extra papers.

Frost said she was excited to be the first Bachelor 
of Criminal Justice graduate in New Zealand. 

“I found the BCJ to be a really interesting degree 
because of the variety of subjects it covers and 
the great lecturers, who definitely made the 
courses more exciting and increased my interest 
in the area of justice.

“I really enjoyed doing the BCJ at UC. I started 
off doing a BA in Sociology and Human 
Services because I’ve always been interested in 
learning about people and the world around 
me. But it was [UC Professor of Sociology] Greg 
Newbold’s 200-level crime and justice paper that 
sparked my interest in criminal justice, so when 
the degree was introduced it seemed like exactly 
what I wanted to do,” Frost says.

The BCJ degree involves the study of criminal 
justice which also looks at psychological and 
sociological aspects, and has been designed with 
the help of New Zealand Police, Corrections and 
Justice experts as degree partners.

The Bachelor of Criminal Justice is the first 
degree of its type in New Zealand, Director of 
the Bachelor of Criminal Justice Programme 
Associate Professor Lyndon Fraser said. 

“We are enormously proud of Annabel and 
absolutely delighted to have our first graduate 
in a degree which is unique in New Zealand. 
Annabel has worked extremely hard and we think 
she is an ideal role model for those following in 
her footsteps.” 

Representatives from the New Zealand Police, 
Corrections Department and Ministry of Justice 
were invited to witness the graduation.

“Our external partners in the sector – Police, 
Corrections and Justice – are really pleased. 
There is real interest in the degree throughout 
the country. So it looks like we’ll get another big 
intake in 2016,” he said.

Dr Fraser says that BCJ enrolments have grown 
from a handful, when it began, to 180 enrolled 
in 100-level in 2015.  Around 100 students are 
expected to graduate in the Bachelor of Criminal 
Justice Programme in 2016. 

NZ’s first Bachelor of Criminal Justice graduate, 
Annabel Frost, with Associate Professor Lyndon Fraser 
holding the University of Canterbury Mace.

NZ’s first Bachelor of Criminal Justice 
graduates
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It is again a pleasure to write this update of 
the activities of the Centre for Commercial and 
Corporate Law, Inc (the Centre), although it does 
not seem that long ago that I was writing the 
2014 report!

In 2012 the Centre agreed to support research into 
the legal effects of the Canterbury Earthquakes 
led by Professors Liz Toomey and Jeremy Finn. 
It was a thrill to see the result of this research 
published in 2015: J Finn, E Toomey (eds) Legal 
Response to Natural Disasters (Thomson Reuters, 
Wellington). The publishers aptly summarise 
the significance of the work as follows: “The 
comprehensive scope of legal issues dealt within 
the book makes it invaluable for lawyers and 
agencies both in New Zealand and from overseas 
jurisdictions who practice in areas of the law that 
relate to various forms of natural disaster.”

In 2015, the Centre had three publications 
proceeding at different stages. The first work 
celebrates Professor Michael Littlewoods’s 10 
years at University of Auckland and is expected to 

be launched in mid-2016. Michael is a leading tax 
academic and for many years was based in Hong 
Kong. As testament to Professor Littlewood, three 
former students of Michael’s have undertaken 
the primary editing role and, in fact instigated 
the publication. It is expected that, given the 
nature of the work and its breadth (the work 
contains eighteen chapters), it will appeal to a 
wide international market. 

The second publication the Centre was working 
on is a collection of essays on commercial 
surrogacy, to be edited by Dr Debra Wilson, 
University of Canterbury. The work will cover a 
range of topics including conflict of laws issues, 
insurance cover for surrogates and employment 
related matters. This was also to have a 2016 
publication date.

Finally, in June 2015, following an approach from 
Professor Susan Watson (University of Auckland) 
and Associate Professor Lynne Taylor (University 
of Canterbury), the Centre agreed to publish an 
edited collection of papers from the conference 

Changing Landscape of Corporate Law hosted 
by the Legal Foundation in 2014. The collection 
honouring Professor John Farrar includes “a 
who’s who of Australasian company law together 
with some high profile North American authors.” 
The Centre is also honoured to be involved with 
this work as Professor Farrar was instrumental in 
the formation of the Centre.

It was also with sadness in late 2015 that we 
farewelled Associate Professor Cynthia Hawes 
who has had a long involvement with the 
Centre and, since 2007 has acted as its Chair. 
We wish Cynthia all the best for a well-deserved 
retirement.

Andrew Maples 

The Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law, Inc 

Launch of Legal Response to Natural Disaster: L to R: 
Mayor Lianne Dalziel, Professor Liz Toomey, Associate 
Professor Chris Gallavin and Ian McKintosh of 
Thomson Reuters.
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News from Natalie Jones who 
contacted us from Mexico 
City and then went on to 
study in Cambridge, UK
My internship at AIDA (the Interamerican 
Association for Environmental Defence) in 
Mexico City is going well and I am enjoying it. 
The senior lawyer I work for is an observer at UN 
climate change meetings and also the only Latin 
American observer at the Board meetings of 
the Green Climate Fund (a new climate finance 
fund created under the UNFCCC), so my work has 
mainly been focused around preparing for these 
meetings and analysing other new developments 
in climate finance. I am also contributing to the 
organisation’s campaign against large dams in 
Latin America.

It’s a small office with just five of us (six this 
week as one of our attorneys is visiting from 
New York) but the organisation is spread across 
multiple countries with about 10 different 
offices, and everyone in our office is of a different 
nationality.

I am learning sooo much about climate finance, 
both policy and law, particularly from the 
Latin American perspective which obviously 
differs a lot from the developed country/
Pacific perspective. I’m inspired to possibly 
write my thesis on the Green Climate Fund and 
participation principles in international law. But 
that’s still under development!

 I’ve been maintaining my involvement with 
Genera tion Zero, most recently running digital 
strategy for the Fix Our Future campaign we ran 
alongside the Government’s climate change con-
sultation. I’m really stoked to have been selected 
again for the New Zealand Youth Dele  gation to 
the UN climate conference this December, and 
it’s shaping up to be a really good team.

 At a personal level, I’m living in a neighbourhood 
called La Condesa, which is central, verdant, and 
full of cafes, bars, parks and other amenities. 
Very walkable and great public transport options, 
basically an urbanist’s dream. I have four 
roommates whom I get along with very well, and 
my Spanish is improving though still far from 
good!

 I have had the chance to do some travelling in 
Mexico and around Central America, and am try-
ing to pack in as much as I can into my last few 
weekends. Mexico is a very diverse and fascinat-
ing country which goes far beyond the limited 
stereotypes we get through media in New Zea-
land, and this city has all the culture you’d expect 
from a megacity of over 22 million inhabitants!

Altogether leaving will be a bit sad. But I am very 
much looking forward to the next adventure in 
Cambridge!

Natalie Jones

And news from Jelena 
Gligorijevic in Cambridge

Natalie (see above) completed her internship and 
then went on to Cambridge University where she 
completed an LLM in 2015-6. She met up there 
with Jelena Gligorijevic, who also successfully 
completed a Cambridge LLM. Jelena was a 
winner of the prestigious Chevening Scholarship 
selected by the British High Commission, one of 
200 people from some 150 countries to gain this 
honour in 2015. Named after Chevening House, 
which Britain’s Foreign Secretary has traditionally 
used, the scholarship aims to develop global 
leaders. Professor Ursula Cheer was honoured 
to be invited as Jelena’s guest to a celebratory 
dinner at the British High Commission in 
Wellington. 

Following graduation from Canterbury, Jelena 
went into practice with Russell McVeagh, where 
she had been a summer clerk. She continued 
her leadership development and community 

advocacy by taking on pro bono work and 
volunteering at the Wellington Community Law 
Centre and was also a Young Lawyers’ Committee 
executive member and part of the IPANZ New 
Professionals Leadership Team. 

Jelena also became a Women in Law Committee 
member, a British High Commission (NZ)’s 
Successor Generation Initiative member and a 
Bridging the Gap mentor for Victoria University 
law students, as well as a mentor for students 
of a local high school (Nae Nae College). In 2014, 
she was responsible for organising a panel on 
Equality Apathy (Q&A panel discussion about 
the role of the law and lawyers in promoting 
gender equality), and an IPANZ Meet the Chiefs 
talks to which she invited the acting CE Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs, Dallas Welch and the Chief 
Ombudsman, Dame Beverley Wakem. 

Jelena really enjoyed the Cambridge LLM 
experience and met up with Natalie at the Law 
Ball in November.   

(I am really pleased to report that, following their 
LLM success, both Natalie and Jelena have been 
accepted into the PhD programme at Cambridge 
and will return there in September 2016. I am sure 
we will follow their adventures further. The Law 
School is very proud of them both. – Ursula Cheer)

Rick Jordan catches us 
up with his adventures, 
including finishing his 
studies for his LLM at UEA
If this piece reads as narcissistic, I apologise in 
advance. I do hope it holds value for some in 
terms of inspiration.

During my undergraduate at UC I was a bad DIY 
job. I was paint stretched too thin across too 
many surfaces, applied at a whim without any 
structure. I drank too much, rode BMX too often, 
and neglected my law studies. In 2012 though, I 
received the Media Law Prize after having taken 
a particular liking to Professor Ursula Cheer’s 
course. The prize could have been just a flash in 
the pan and forgotten, but I liked the sense of 
achievement. It tasted far better than the stale 
alcohol on my breath after a night’s drinking, 
and felt better than landing a difficult bike trick. 
My priorities began to change, and although 
old habits die hard, during the last year of my 
LLB and the following year doing a Graduate 
Diploma of Journalism, my Professional Legal 
Studies Course and editing Lex magazine for 
the New Zealand Law Students’ Association, my 
focus turned to success, and work ethic became 
the means. I applied to two Masters Degree 
programmes in media law midway through 
2014; one at Queen Mary University of London, 
and the other at the University of East Anglia in 

Overseas Alumni

Jelena’s mum, Gordana Gligorijevic, Jelena and  
Ursula Cheer

Natalie Jones and Jelena Gligorijevic at the Law Ball, 
Cambridge 2015
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Norwich. I was accepted into the latter, and left in 
September 2014 with a year ahead of me and just 
a single goal, that being the achievement of my 
LLM with distinction. 

The following year didn’t make for entertaining 
viewing. It was not  “The Truman Show”. I simply 
cut everything surplus to my goal. I lived on 
campus, went swimming at the UEA sports 
complex to stay sharp, and studied. If I had one 
more finger I could count the number of times 
I went partying on one hand. I had no money to 
travel but didn’t want to, and I did eight hours 
in the library on Christmas day. After my first 
exam, I had achieved the highest grade that 
particular lecturer had ever awarded in a test 
(15% above the distinction threshold). The results 
kept coming, and I didn’t let off the pressure. I 
hated the UK and counted down the last 68 days 
of my stay there, but not only did I achieve my 
distinction, but the Queen Mary Law Journal and 
Strathclyde Student Law Review accepted articles 
of mine for publication. With an academic career 
in mind, these were important first steps. 

Looking abroad for PhD programs, I set off to 
Japan to visit friends I had met in the UK, as well 
as fellow UC graduate Hannah Croucher (see her 
story below), who is currently studying towards 
an LLM at Kyushu University. I decided not to 
apply to their doctoral program, but while abroad 
I received an email which read: 

“Dear Rick,
Congratulations on being awarded the Sir Roy and 
Lady Catherine Goode Prize for the best overall 
performance in the degree of Master of Laws.”

Cue blast off to space, and the same rush of 
achievement I had felt in 2012. 

It’s cold in space though, so I’m back in New 
Zealand now, but the achievement still stands. 

The future is an exciting time. I’ve accepted a 
job with the Ministry of Justice, and started a 
copywriting company as a side hustle. If the 
plan works out I’ll end up in academia with a 
PhD eventually, but the road is long and life is 
more exciting when you don’t know quite where 
it leads (you never do). My advice though, is 
to work hard, set goals and work tirelessly to 
achieve them. It really doesn’t matter if you fail, 
so long as you are working in a positive direction. 
I failed to get into the LLB honours program, 
failed in law clerk interviews, failed to get into 
Queen Mary for my LLM… the list goes on. Failure 
is a fantastic thing, find motivation in it rather 
than fearing it. Accept challenges and grind down 
the obstacles in your way. If you are happy with 
the status quo, that’s really great, happiness is 
one of the few truly priceless things in life; if you 
are not, then go out and change it. Change the 
status quo. The power is yours, and there is much 
we all have to achieve. 

Peace out, Rick Jordan

Hannah Croucher writes 
about her time in Japan
After graduating from UC I did professionals up 
in Auckland then spent a few months working 
at Meredith Connell on discovery before moving 
to Gunma prefecture, in countryside Japan in 
August 2012. I did a double degree at UC and one 

of my majors was Japanese so I really wanted 
to use those skills before getting swept up in 
the legal career path and the JET programme 
provided me with the opportunity to do that. 
Lucky for me I was placed in a very remote village 
where I was the only foreigner and I lived in a 
dorm with the other Japanese school teachers. 
It was both a frustrating and rewarding process 
learning Japanese well enough to be able to 
participate in the situations and conversations 
around me but I fell in love with the village and 
the people and students so I re-contracted twice 
and stayed for three years. It was a whirlwind of 
confusion, strange and delicious food, karaoke, 
travel, school ceremonies, Japanese study, new 
friends, and discovering the impact that growing 
up in NZ culture has had on my way of thinking 
and being. I had worked hard throughout my 
five years at university but I was engaged and 
challenged in a new way when it came to living 
in a totally different culture, finding a balance 
of being able to adapt and fit into a new way of 
life and way of thinking but also being able to 
express and communicate my divergent opinions 
and values when I thought necessary. 

About halfway through my final year a friend 
emailed me a link to a master’s course for 
international economics and business law at 
Kyushu University. At that stage I wasn’t sure 
what I wanted to do next (I had vague ideas of 
applying at international law firms in Tokyo) 
but it sounded interesting and there was a 
scholarship available through the Japanese 
government (MEXT) so I thought I’d give it a 
go and see what happened. Thanks to Natalie 
Baird for her reference and Annick Masselot for 
her help with my research proposal, I got the 
scholarship and was accepted into the program. 
I had a two month trip back to NZ, had my 
admission ceremony and then I was on my way 
to a part of Japan where I’d never been, and 

Rick Jordan
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consent requirements and then with that part 
of the pre-production organised, I gained the 
responsibility for researching, establishing and 
negotiating contracts, and implementing all of 
the critical product sponsorship relationships 
(from Eyeworks’ side) which were necessary to 
completely build and renovate the houses for 
‘The Block’. These sponsorship negotiations 
included things such as roofing and Firth 
landscaping products as well as working with 
MediaWorks to integrate the major sponsors like 
Wild Bean and Bunnings. 

In late 2012 I relocated to the United Kingdom 
and moved into my current job at BBC Worldwide 
(BBC’s global, commercial arm). Here I am a 
Legal Counsel for Northern Europe and Central 
and Eastern Europe, Middle East and Africa 
(‘CEMA’ as it is called). My position at BBCW is 
very broad as we cover BBCW channel licences, 
programme sales (for shows like ‘Top Gear’, ‘Dr 
Who’ etc), format sales (‘Dancing with the Stars’), 
theatrical releases of our content, marketing, 
PR/Comms and live events for our brands 
and any intellectual property, corporate and/
or litigious areas as well as ensuring we meet 
all local regulations (and stay on top of these 
as they fluctuate) for the various countries we 
work within. This broad workflow has made my 
position at BBCW not just a legal one, but also 
very strategic and business fronting. It has been 
fascinating managing all the legal tasks within 
the volatile CEMA region. Of particular interest 
has been my work on Russian sanctions and in 
being the sole lawyer for BBCW’s Warsaw office 
in Poland.

Janna Sullivan

Brief mention of other 
overseas adventures
Chloe-Rose Barakat-Devine was admitted to the 
Bar in December 2014 and then interned in New 
York at the Office of Legal Affairs in the Division 
for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea. There 
she worked on all sorts of issues from Climate 
Change and Ocean Pollution to Drug Trafficking, 
Maritime Terrorism and the Migrant Tragedy 
in the Mediterranean. Chloe-Rose also applied 
however for an internship at the New Zealand 
Mission to the UN and was able to do that during 
New Zealand’s Security Council Presidency. 
She says there are so many interesting legal 
internships over there for students who might 
be considering international law within the 
UN system. The Law of the Sea Division (where 
Chloe-Rose was for her first few months in NY) 
could be particularly interesting to students 
taking the Law of the Sea course at UC.

Sarah Hoffman (Keast) completed her LLM at 
Stanford, and then applied to the California Bar. 
Haidee Leung is a competition lawyer at King & 
Wood Mallesons, Sydney.

Guy Tompkins is legal counsel at the Royal Bank 
of Scotland, London.

Marcus Siregar is doing consultancy work in 
Washington, D.C..

where I knew no one, to start my life from scratch 
again. It was harder than I thought it would be to 
get back on the plane but this time I had more 
trust in my ability to start again. I knew I could 
handle whatever life would throw at me, that I 
was proficient enough in Japanese to get by, and 
that one year would go crazy quick.

I’ve enjoyed being back into the student lifestyle 
and being able to take a wide range of courses 
from Japanese intellectual property law and 
case law, to European consumer protection 
and Roman law. The courses are in English and 
there are about 50 students in my program from 
around 25 different countries and the professors 
are just as diverse. I think the best part of living 
abroad is all the different people you get to 
meet. Everyone has such different backgrounds, 
stories and life experiences but being in the 
small minority of foreigners living in Japan is an 
instant bond and it feels like I’ve known my new 
friends here for years already (living, studying 
and socialising with the same people tends to do 
that). I’m trying to be as involved in everything 
as possible and to participate in things I didn’t 
do my first time around such as the mooting and 
negotiations competition here which led to 12 of 
us from 11 different countries competing in the 
international competition in Tokyo in November 
last year. 

I’ve also just returned from a 5 day trip to 
Bangkok to present at a graduate conference 
about my thesis. I’m writing about the Trans 
Pacific Partnership Agreement and how that 
affects NZ’s obligations towards gender equality 
and right to healthcare and medicine. I’m due to 
graduate in September 2016 and at this stage I 
plan on coming back to NZ to work in Auckland. 
I’m pretty vague on what I want my future to 
look like or where I’ll be heading next. I tend to 
live my life by concentrating on what I’m doing 
now, doing it to the best of my ability, and seeing 
where that leads and leaving myself open to 
opportunities. It’s working pretty well so far. 

Hannah Croucher

Janna Sullivan tells us 
about being a lawyer 
for a very large media 
corporation in Europe
I was admitted as a lawyer in Wellington in 2008 
while I worked for two years at the law firm 
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts. Private practice was a 
great stepping stone for me instilling very good 
email, research and opinion skills. However I felt 
that I would be more suited to an environment 
that interacts with non-lawyers as well and 
allowed for a more ‘jack of all trades’ approach as 
opposed to a very specific siloed skill base. I had 
an initial one year career change trying executive 
work and then moved back into the legal world 
through a maternity cover opportunity that came 
up where I was the sole in-house lawyer at the 
production company Eyeworks New Zealand 
and Australia (which was formerly Touchdown 
Productions and has since been acquired by 
Warner Brothers International in mid-2014). I 
worked at Eyeworks for just over two years as a 
legal counsel and then transitioned into their 
production team working for the first series of 
New Zealand’s big factual reality series, ‘The 
Block NZ’. My legal skills were sought after for 
‘The Block’ as I was able to manage the initial 
purchase of the houses, all council permit and 

Hannah (in white) and the mooting team at Kyushu

Janna in Stockholm
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We are happy to announce that 2015 was 
another successful year for the UC Law  
School’s competitions. 

The four competitions – client interviewing, 
witness examination, negotiation and mooting 
– ran during Terms 1 and 2. There was a very good 
level of participation which was great to see, and 
a good indicator that the competitions remain a 
really important part of Law School life at UC. The 
LAWSOC competitions officers, Edward Coughlan 
and Harriette McClelland, worked in close 
collaboration with Henry Holderness (Master of 
Moots) to deliver the four competitions to the 
highest standard. LAWSOC would like to thank 
Henry, all the competition judges and all the 
students who competed in the competitions this 
year.

In particular, we would like to thank Justice 
Douglas White (Court of Appeal; now retired), Mr 
Craig Ruane (barrister) and Associate Professor 
Cynthia Hawes (Faculty) for judging the Open 
Final. This was a hotly contested moot where 
the contestants argued an appeal from a real 
Court of Appeal decision (Macalister Mazengarb 
v Annan Law) before the ‘Moot Supreme Court 
of New Zealand’. Strong performances were 
delivered by Jennifer Smith, Liam Stoneley 
and John Whitcombe but George Mander’s 
outstanding advocacy skills were enough to see 
him take out the title. This was a tremendous 
achievement for a student in only his third year. 

We also extend thanks to Peter Whiteside QC 
and David Friar (Bell Gully) who judged the Junior 
Final. This was a moot of the highest caliber, with 
Andre Hopping, Emma Pairman, Aislinn Morris 
and Dafydd Morgan competing for the Law 
Faculty Cup and the Blue Cup.  
Emma Pairman ended up taking away the 
trophies with a very polished performance for a 
first time mooter.  

The winners, and in some cases the runners-up, 
of the competitions were fortunate enough 
to compete at the Australasian Law Students 
Association (ALSA) conference in Sydney 
this year. Both Buddle Findlay and Minter 
Ellison Rudd Watts supported the winners of 
the Negotiation and Witness Examination 
competitions to compete at ALSA, with the 
Faculty of Law supporting those competing in 
Client Interviewing and Mooting.  We would like 
to thank Chris Gallavin (who was Head of School 
at the relevant time) for making this funding 
available. 

The Canterbury cohort competed to a very high 
standard at ALSA. A special mention must be 
made in regards to Liam Stoneley. Liam was 
runner-up in the Open Mooting competition, 
but represented UC at witness examination at 
ALSA, where he made the semi-final – a fantastic 
achievement given the volume and quality of the 
competition.  

The national competitions at the NZLSA 
conference were held in Dunedin this year and 
UC performed well. Tom Burgess and Hugh 
Goodwin made the final for Client Interviewing 
and Nasif Azam and Charlie Haines made the 
final for Negotiation – an excellent effort in both 
cases. Unfortunately both teams narrowly lost 
their respective finals but we are hopeful UC 
will return victorious next year. The NZLSA finals 
night took place at Larnach’s Castle on Otago 
Peninsula and it was a fantastic chance for the 
UC team as a whole to take a moment to reflect 
on what had been an intense but incredibly 
rewarding week – and year!

The 2015 winners were:
George Mander
Judges’ Cup for Best Mooter in the  
Open Mooting Competition

Emma Pairman
Faculty of Law Trophy for Best Junior Mooter
Blue Cup for Best First Time Mooter

Tom Burgess and Hugh Goodwin
Russell McVeagh Client Interviewing Competition

Tim Bain
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts Witness Examination 
Competition

Charlie Haines and Samuel Deavoll
Buddle Findlay Negotiation Competition

We look forward to seeing another great turnout 
for competitions in 2016. It really is a worthwhile 
thing to get involved with, no matter what career 
path you are planning. 

Ed Coughlan
Harriette McClelland
Henry Holderness

Competitions 2015

Finalists of the 2015 Open Mooting competition. From left: Liam Stoneley (runner-up), George Mander (winner), 
Jennifer Smith and John Whitcombe 
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Family Moot
In early August two Canterbury law students, 
James Anson-Holland and Jennifer Smith, won 
the Mahoney Cup on the 20th anniversary 
of the national family mooting competition. 
Canterbury has won the cup 7 times in that 
20 years, meaning the cup has been won more 
times by Canterbury than any other Law School 
(with Otago a close second on 6 wins). 

This year’s Moot was on an issue of child 
abduction, a topic which the two Canterbury 
mooters described as “engaging”. James and 
Jennifer said that while the Moot itself was 
very competitive, everything else had been 
really friendly, with a highlight being a dinner 
hosted by the Dean of the Otago Law School. 
Both mooters valued the personalised feedback 
from the judges, and described themselves as 
“overjoyed” to have brought the trophy back to 
Canterbury.

On Friday 20 February 2015, just before the new 
semester started, the School of Law held the 
1st Moot Court Competition on WTO Law in 
cooperation with the European Law Students’ 
Association (ELSA). 

Two Canterbury teams competed against 
each other: Nikita Mitskevitch, Hugh Goodwin 
and Kian Looi for the complainant and Mate 
Hegedus-Gaspar and Cyrus Campbell for the 
respondent. The Panel boasted three experts in 
the field of international trade: Sarah Salmond 
(Russell McVeagh) as chairperson, Daniel 
Kalderimis (Chapman Tripp) and Christopher Frey 
(University of Dresden). 

The moot problem dealt with the potential 
conflict between environmental protection 
and international trade. WTO Members 
have considerable discretion to protect the 
environment. However, in doing so, they must 
not favour domestic producers over foreign 
traders. This time, the bench decided in favour of 
the complaining party. Cyrus Campbell won the 
Best Mooter Prize and Russell McVeagh offered a 
prize to the winning team. 

The performance of the students is deserving of 
the highest praise as they sacrificed part of their 
summer holiday to prepare for the competition. 

Christian Riffel

Prizes
Congratulations to Rosalind Kos and Alison 
Chamberlain who were jointly awarded the 
2014 Gold Medal in Law and to Duncan Ballinger 
who was awarded the 2014 University Prize for 
Law. The Canterbury Law Review Prize for best 
honours research paper went to Andrew Pullar 
for his paper “Rethinking Self-Determination”. 

The Thomson Reuters Prize in Legal System was 
awarded to Jonathan Sanders, the Duncan 
Cotterill Award in Law was awarded to Ellen 
McClay and the Macarthur Prize in Law 
was awarded jointly to Graeme Randle and 
Christopher White. 

Other prizes awarded for 2014 were: the Anderson 
Lloyd Prize in Contract to Katherine Harlow, the 
Raymond Donnelly Prize in Criminal Law to Julia 
Carrington and the Wynn Williams & Co Prize in 
Torts to Jordan Halligan. The Anderson Lloyd Prize 
in Land Law and the Ross and Valerie Penlington 
Prize in Public Law were both awarded to Lucy 
Forrester. The Duncan Cotterill Prize in Equity 

Prizes and Scholarships 

Jennifer Smith and James Anson-Holland

Moot Court Competition on WTO Law

and Succession was won by Cassandra Rea 
and the Wynn Williams & Co Prize in Resource 
Management Law was won by Anneke Williden 
and Cyrus Campbell jointly.

The Gerald Orchard Prize 
in Evidence was awarded 
to Timothy Bain (who 
also won the Gold 
Medal in 2015, which 
will be noted in the next 
newsletter).

The Ewart Hay Prize in Public International Law 
went to James McGregor. The Iain Johnston 
Memorial Prize in Family Law was awarded jointly 
to Rennae Hopkins and Thomas Scott, The CCH 
New Zealand Prize in Taxation was awarded to 
Rachel Gresson. The Russell McVeagh Award for 
Excellence in Intellectual Property was awarded 
jointly to Rosalind Kos and Jessica Cross. The 
Raymond Donnelly Prize in Criminal Justice was 
awarded jointly to Rosalind Kos and Frances 
Gourlay. The 2013 Joseph Yates Prize in Trial 
Advocacy was won by Samuel Hider.

In 2012 the University established the John 
Burrows Prize in Media Law to reflect the 
significant original contribution made by 
Professor Burrows to the teaching of media law 
in this country. The 2014 award was made to 
Joshua Grainger.

College of Business and Law Awards  
for Excellence
The purpose of these awards is to recognise 
and reward academic excellence, all round 
ability and potential for students leaving school 
and commencing full-time study for the LLB 
degree or LLB double degree at the University of 
Canterbury in the next academic year. 

Canterbury Law Awards were made to the 
following students beginning their studies in 
2015: Nicholas Wilson (Shirley Boys High School), 
Nina Hardie (Riccarton High School), William 
Chambers (St Bedes College), Natalija Petrovic 
(Burnside High School), Kimberley Wood (St 
Margaret’s College), and Hannah Lindo (St 
Margaret’s College).

Tim Bain
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LAWSOC
2015 was an incredibly busy, exciting, eventful 
and successful year for LAWSOC. The goal for 
2015 was to make LAWSOC a more inclusive, 
welcoming club for students from all degrees 
and year levels with a number of new initiatives 
and services for our members. While we wanted 
to retain our full range of ‘social initiatives’ 
with the same high standard, we wanted to 
provide for all of our members’ social, wellness, 
academic and sporting needs.

We well and truly hit 2015 running with a very 
successful Clubs Day membership drive. We 
reached a membership base of approximately 
850 people, making us the second largest Faculty 
Club on campus. Given the relative size of the 
Law School this is testament to the quality of 
the events we put on and the hard work of the 
Executive spreading the good word about what 
we have to offer. The size of the bar tab at our 
first event may have had some effect, the results 
are inconclusive.

Academically, 2015 was an incredibly strong 
year for LAWSOC which saw us (yet again) 
pick up the award for Best Academic Club at 
the UCSA Supreme Clubs awards. Students 
really reaped the benefits of the hard work of 
Becca Gaunt and Nasif Azam as they hosted 
and organised tutorials for every examinable 
topic of the compulsory 100 and 200 level 
papers, a monumental effort. Not only that, 
we had study week scavenger hunts, a Pink 
Ribbon Women in Law Breakfast (the Best 
New Initiative at the Supreme Clubs Awards), 
mature student meet-ups, pre-exam drop-ins, 
a tutors pool and Wellness Week and Wellness 
Day. The ‘wellness’ initiatives have become an 

increasingly important and popular aspect of 
LAWSOC’s support programme as we look to 
tackle some of the alarming statistics of mental 
health problems amongst law students and 
practitioners. This is part of a wider push from 
the New Zealand Law Students Association 
on mental wellness and it is great to see some 
progress being made in this area.

It has been another busy year in the 
competitions sphere with high numbers of 
entrants and standards of competition in the 
Mooting, Client Interviewing, Negotiation 
and Witness Examination competitions. Our 
Competitions Officers Ed Coughlan and Harriette 
McClelland successfully ran a number of student 
demos which helped ease new competitors into 

the competitions world. As a result of the high 
level of competition, Canterbury sent a very 
strong team of competitors to the Australian 
Law Students Association (ALSA) Conference 
in Sydney and New Zealand Law Students 
Association (NZLSA) Conference held in Dunedin. 
Despite an incredible effort on the part of all 
competitors we narrowly missed out on the 
silverware in a number of finals. A huge thanks 
must go to the Faculty for helping out sending 
competitors to Australia after a sponsorship 
deficit emerged at the national level. The NZLSA 
is making every effort to remedy this with the 
help of the respective Deans. We would like to 
extend a huge thank you to all of the Faculty 
members who helped out in judging, organising 
judging, supporting and encouraging the 
competitions, we really do appreciate it. 

Previous members will be overjoyed to hear 
that we managed to maintain our ever popular 
mainstay social fixtures! The old favourites of 
Buddy Night, Race Night (Day in 2015), Law Camp, 
Law Ball, Quiz Night, Law Revue and Leavers 
Dinner were all held very successfully. We also 
held the second ever ‘Junior Jelly Wresting Soiree’ 
(after a 2014 hiatus) and laid a solid foundation 
for a 2016 Cocktail Boat Party!

As mentioned, LAWSOC had a very successful 
evening at the UCSA Supreme Clubs Awards, 
taking out Best Academic Club, Best New 
Initiative and Supreme Club for 2015. We were 
incredibly surprised and honoured to receive this 
award. Everything LAWSOC does is for the benefit 
of our members so to be recognised for doing 
what we love to do was a real honour indeed. 
This award means that the club is in good stead 
for future years and is only going to get better in 
future years! As always, we are ever grateful for 

Third Parties
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all of the valued support from the Faculty, alumni 
and Profession, without which our activities and 
initiatives would not be possible. Thank you.

Love Law, Love Life, Love LAWSOC
Thomas Scott
2015 President

Law Liaison Librarians
As always we have had a busy year assisting Law 
and Criminal Justice students and staff. 

We have had many successes this year including 
a busy first semester teaching voluntary legal 
research skills classes to 200-level (and above) 
students which was followed by teaching in 
the LAWS110 and LAWS410 classes. We also set 
and marked assignments for both these classes 
which demonstrates the positive effect our 
teaching has on law students’ abilities to use 
the library as well as preparing them with the 
research skills they will need to succeed in their 
study and future careers. We are most proud of 
teaching a tutorial round for Crimes in which 
we focussed on demonstrating to students how 
to find assignment-specific resources for their 
essay. These tutorials were a great success and 
dramatically reduced the number of students 
we saw who were unsure how to tackle a tricky 
Crimes essay! This is something we hope to 
continue in 2016 and potentially undertake for 
other 200 level classes as well. 

Through all the busyness Theresa found time 
to successfully study and pass LAWS101 and 
Sara was presented with a Vice-Chancellor Staff 
Development Award. Sara used this award to 
attend the British and Irish Law Librarians (BIALL) 
Conference in Brighton, England where she 
presented a paper titled “The Library without 
walls: striving for an excellent law library service 
post-earthquake” on her post-earthquake 
experience of delivering Library services with no 
access to the Law Library. This paper will also 
be published in a forthcoming issue of Legal 
Information Management: Journal of the British 
and Irish Association of Law Librarians. As part of 
her award Sara also visited a number of academic 
libraries including a career-highlight visit to the 
Bodleian Law Library in Oxford. 

We are also both involved in the New Zealand 
Law Librarians Association of which Sara has 
been the secretary for the last five years and 
together we attended the biannual conference 
at AUT this year. Sara has been elected Vice-
President of the Association for 2016 and Theresa 
takes over her role as secretary. 

The law collection is now completely ensconced 
in the Puaka – James Hight building (Central 
Library) and much of our collection is now 
available electronically. 2015 was the first year 
we taught students how to find cases and 
legislation solely online so our print collection 
of journals and cases is now largely used for pre-
2007 research. 

We work hard to embed ourselves and our 
services in the lives of busy law students and 
faculty so that we are available to support 
their study and research with our professional 
knowledge. We do this via drop-in consultations 
or appointments and can also be found staffing 
the ‘Help Zone’ in the Central Library during the 
academic year. We are available to answer online 
‘AskLive’ questions any time we are sitting at our 
desks. 

Our goal is to equip students to find the 
resources they need to succeed in their 
assignments and also give them the information 
literacy skills they will need to be successful once 
they leave UC. We hope that our teaching and 
accessibility to students helps to achieve this.

Theresa Buller and Sara Roberts

Revellers at the Leavers dinner

Brighton Beach

Bodleian Law Library
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Some people dismiss practising in a province on 
account of the “lesser salary” myth. At least in 
my experience, once one reaches a decent level 
of experience, the salary in a provincial firm is 
quite handsome and promotion is never far away. 
Without giving too much away, I happen to know 
that my “provincial” salary exceeds that of some 
of my Christchurch counterparts. This is largely 
because partners in provincial firms are astutely 
aware of the reality, that is, if they wish to retain 
good staff in the provinces, they must pay them 
well. To top it off, we have usually left our large, 
refurbished offices by 5:30pm on each day of the 
work week. We certainly do not have in-house 
chefs or beds in our firm – the expectations 
which necessitate those features are simply non-
existent in a medium-sized provincial firm. That 
said, when deadlines have to be met, the hard 
yards are still very much put in.

You might think that “work/life balance” is some 
mythical term dreamed up by some overpaid 
marketing team from a big firm. For me, a perfect 
work/life balance would involve minimal stress, 
continuous overseas holidays, a few million 
dollars a year, and no actual work. Conceding that 
such a work/life balance does not actually exist 
(unless you happen to be born into the Windsor 
family), provincial firms offer the best work/life 
balance practicably available to a law graduate 
(or an experienced lawyer for that matter). Before 
we go any further, I want to assure you that I am 
not being paid to promote the Marlborough area 
(although that would be nice) – instead, I am 
trying to highlight some of the benefits of living 
in the provinces. 

The Marlborough climate is literally second-to 
none (it often ranks first place for most annual 
sunshine hours). Its climate is the reason for its 
next best thing – wine. Marlborough contains 
literally hundreds of vineyards and more wineries 
than you can shake a stick at. Wasting away 
Sunday afternoons at a winery for lunch is not 
uncommon. House prices in Marlborough are 
incredibly cheap when compared to the big cities 
(my wife and I purchased a near-new town house 
for under $300,000). No matter where you live 
in Blenheim, the morning commute to work 
will generally take about 5 minutes. Many of my 
colleagues walk to work. None of this “hour-long 
commuting” business. Provincial towns like 
Blenheim offer all the amenities you need (I can 
think of six supermarkets and three golf courses 
off the top of my head). If boating is your thing, 
the stunning Marlborough Sounds are home to 
plenty of blue cod who seem very partial to a bit 
of squid bait. Also, mountain bike and hiking 
tracks are offered in abundance, many being only 
a short distance away. 

Of course the provincial lifestyle is not for 
everyone. It will not suit those who enjoy, inter 
alia, motorways, traffic jams, the corporate “rat 
race”, Lacoste shops, or night-clubbing. To bring 
balance to this glowing report of the provincial 
lifestyle, the only notable downsides of such 
living are: expensive domestic flights, being 
further away from family and, at least for single 
people, not having an overly large pool from 
which to fish for potential life partners. 

Practising in the Provinces 
– Dispelling the Myth

Rob Anderson reports 
on the many attractions 
of working in places like 
Blenheim

If you want to become a 
decent lawyer, you must 
summer clerk at one of 
New Zealand’s top tier 
firms during your studies, 
and hope like hell that 

you performed well enough during clerking to 
be offered a graduate job at the same firm upon 
completing your studies. That is the only option 
for success. Well, at least that was the message 
which had unconsciously become instilled in 
my thinking towards the end of my university 
studies. The big firms always enjoyed such a 
commanding presence at all LAWSOC social 
events and career evenings – in hindsight, I now 
see they had extremely effective marketing 
strategies. Consequently, not once before 
graduating had I given any thought to practising 
law anywhere but a big firm in a big city. I 
thought, surely, only an inferior lawyer would 
have to look to the provinces for a job. How naïve 
I was.

I am an Associate at Gascoigne Wicks Lawyers 
in Blenheim, Marlborough (for our Auckland 
readers, Marlborough is located in the north of 
the South Island - where all your good Sauvignon 
Blanc comes from). I have about 4.5 years PQE 
under my belt as a commercial and property 
lawyer. I wish to provide a little insight into 
practising law in the provinces. At a medium-
sized firm in a province, you are encouraged to 
try your hand at a very wide range of practice 
areas. I was never pigeon-holed into specific 
practice areas as my friends in the large firms 
often seemed to be. I also enjoyed regular client 
contact from day one. Unlike the big firms, 
not only do all the partners know your name, 
but you are often dealing with the partners 
on a seemingly level playing field in working 
and social environments.  One is truly a valued 
member of the firm, as opposed to being a 
faceless cog in a giant, top tier, machine. 

Homefront

Rob and his wife Kylie enjoying the Marlborough Sounds on their wedding day
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At university, I often found it difficult to keep my 
written work within the specified word limit. In 
light of that, I will wrap up this article by stating 
that practising in the provinces offers the closest 
available thing to a true work/life balance. In 
addition to the wide variety of quality work and 
decent remuneration in the work environment, 
the provincial lifestyle outside of work is second-
to-none. I have known people for whom it has 
taken decades to arrive at that same realisation. 
I would urge Canterbury University to promote 
practising law in the provinces to graduates as 
a real and desirable alternative to slogging their 
lives away in a top tier firm. Needless to say, I 
gladly commend to all law graduates and lawyers 
alike the alternative of practising law in the 
provinces.

Rob Anderson

(Editor’s note: We are really keen to hear other 
stories about working outside the main centres,  
or in smaller firms, so please feel free to share 
them with us).

Retirement of Anne Scragg
Anne Scragg retired from Fairway Resolution at 
the end of April. 

Anne is a Canterbury law graduate (as E Anne 
Donaldson, 1972). In 2001, Anne was awarded a 
Graduate Diploma in Business Studies endorsed 
in Dispute Resolution through Massey University 
and she received the AMINZ Gold Medal for 
the Best Massey Graduate in that year. From 
2006 to 2012, Anne was a Council Member of 

the Arbitrators and Mediators Institute of New 
Zealand and she chaired the Education and 
Qualifications Committee for part of this time. 
In 2007, Anne led a team implementing the 
new Telecommunication Dispute Resolution 
Scheme for the Telecommunication Carriers 
Forum. From 2013 to 2015, Anne was General 
Manager Professional Excellence and Innovation 
for Fairway Resolution Ltd. and in 2014, she led 
a team implementing the new Family Dispute 
Resolution Service for Fairway Resolution 
Ltd. From 2014, Anne has also been an accredited 
Member of the New Zealand Institute of 
Directors.

To mark Anne’s significant contribution to 
the development of the whole area of dispute 
resolution in this jurisdiction, Fairway has 
established a scholarship named after her 
to encourage continued development of the 
whole area of dispute resolution. Details of the 
scholarship are available at:   
www.fairwayresolution.com

Further mooting success 
for Canterbury graduates
Guy Carter (2011) and Matthew Prendergast, 
(2012), (right to left in the photograph below), 
were hailed as the NZ National Young Lawyers 
Mooting Champions in Wellington in July 2015. 
The event – supported by the New Zealand Law 
Foundation, New Zealand Law Society and the 
New Zealand Bar Association – featured regional 
competitions, whittling down the country’s 
best to come head-to-head in a national final. 
Throughout university and during their 4 and 
3.5-year-long careers respectively, Carter and 
Prendergast have both been strong mooters, with 
Carter winning the University of Canterbury’s 
overall law school moot. Carter believed the pair 
had strengthened their mooting skills through 
the hands-on in-court experience they’d received 
at Wynn Williams.

Jonathan Scragg (1997 – 2001, President of 
LawSoc 2001, President of NZLSA 2002, member 
of the Council of Legal Education 2002 – 2004) 
has been elected President of the New Zealand 
Insurance Law Association Inc (NZILA). The NZILA 
was established in 1991 to promote interest 
in, and understanding of, the law relating to 
insurance and to encourage the exchange of 
information and ideas concerning insurance law. 
The NZILA encourages collaboration between 
those working in the insurance industry and 
lawyers practising in that field. Its primary 
function is to arrange seminars and conferences 
for topics of interest to its members. The NZILA’s 
annual conference is the pre-eminent insurance 
law event held in New Zealand each year. 
Jonathan is a partner at Duncan Cotterill, where 
he leads the firm’s Wellington litigation and 
dispute resolution team.

Other news
Nalini Meyer is a Senior Associate at Harmans 
Lawyers. She was also appointed a layperson 
member of the New Zealand Psychologists Board. 

Josh Grainger is a lawyer with the Public 
Defenders Service in Auckland. 

Michael Mullins is Head of Business 
Development (Asia Pacific) at Mish Guru, and was 
previously at Russell McVeagh. 

Olivia (Sheaf) Neubauer is an Associate with 
Duncan Cotterill, Nelson. 

Andrea Ewing is now Crown Counsel, Criminal 
Team at Crown Law. 

Jessica Davies is now Legal Advisor at the Office 
of the Health and Disability Commissioner. 

Steve Jukes has bought into the Hollywood 
Cinema in Sumner. 

Jonathan Darby is now living and working in 
Auckland. 

Melanie Russell is a solicitor at Adderley Head.

Changed your job?
Been promoted?
Keep us informed …
We like to keep alumni informed 
about the present whereabouts and 
employment changes of friends and 
colleagues from their student days. Please 
feel free to email the (new) editor (david.
round@canterbury.ac.nz) with your name, 
graduation year, and details for inclusion 
in the next issue.
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Law School
Law School staff were thrilled to celebrate  
the opening of their new tea room in the post-
earthquake refurbished building. Named ‘the 
Dock’, the tea room has been welcomed as a 
space to break out of offices to clear the head, 
and to meet friends and colleagues over lunch or 
tea-breaks to discuss politics, gossip, family, EQC, 
and sometimes even law! 

Some staff were so keen to try the tea-room they 
even abandoned their usually more formal attire 
and assumed relaxed poses in very casual attire. 
A suggestion box has been well-patronised, 
with a coffee machine being high on the list of 
requests. A tradition has been established around 
‘Chocolate Fridays,’ with sampling of many kinds 
of chocolate being competitively entered into. 

The room is very well-used whenever home-
baking makes an appearance. And certain 
members of staff have been observed using the 
tea-room while babysitting grandchildren for  
the day!

SCANDALUM

Judicial appointments
Christchurch lawyer Gerald Nation was 
appointed a Judge of the High Court on 20th 
February 2015. Gerald studied at the University 
of Canterbury Law School and gained an 
honours degree in 1974. He was admitted to 
the Bar in 1975. While at the Law School he won 
the Judges Cup for senior mooting – a sign of 
what was to come. After travelling extensively, 
he returned to New Zealand for a position at 
Wynn Williams, becoming a partner in 1979. 
He performed senior roles with the (then) 
Canterbury District Law Society Council. He 
was first elected to the Council in 1992 and 
remained on the Council until 2002 in which 
year he was president. He had been treasurer in 
2000 and vice president in 2001 and also served 
as a Canterbury delegate to the New Zealand 
Law Society Council between 2000 and 2002. 

Justice Nation’s practising career spanned a 
variety of work – he operated in the criminal 
jurisdiction for both defendants and as a 
Crown panel prosecutor, worked in the family 
jurisdiction and in test cases concerning 
custody and access, and was always a sought 
after senior relationship property lawyer. A 
high profile case he was involved in related 
to the closure of the Civic Crèche run by the 
Christchurch City Council. Justice Nation 
acted for four women who were charged 
in October 1992 with offences relating to 
sexual abuse of children. He was successful in 

securing the discharge of the women which 
was an outstanding result in very pressured 
circumstances.

Kerry Smith, senior litigation partner with 
Buddle Findlay, was appointed an Employment 
Court Judge in November 2015. Kerry joined 
the partnership in 1991 and practised primarily 
in employment law, resource management 
and civil litigation. He was also the Deputy 
Convenor, Canterbury Westland Lawyers 
Standards Committee No. 1 of the New Zealand 
Law Society. The new judge was also appointed 
an acting District Court Judge to provide 
temporary assistance in the civil jurisdiction. 
The appointments are initially based in 
Wellington but will relocate to the Christchurch 
Justice and Emergency Services Precinct when 
it opens in early 2017. Judge Smith was sworn in 
on 29 January 2016 in Christchurch.

Companion of the 
Queen’s Service Order 
Judge David Holderness was appointed a 
Companion of the Queen’s Service Order for 
services to the judiciary and the community. 
Judge Holderness was appointed as a District 
Court Judge in 1988 and served as either a full 
or part-time Judge for 25 years until retiring 
in 2013. Judge Holderness was resident in the 
Christchurch District Court throughout his 
tenure and from 2006 he sat as an Acting 

Warranted Judge. From 1991 to 1995 he was the 
Civil Liaison Judge for the Southern Region 
and its Executive Judge from 1995 to 1998, 
with administrative responsibility for the 
Judges of all of the South Island except for 
the Nelson/Blenheim district. He has been 
Chair of Christchurch Men’s, Rolleston and 
Christchurch Women’s District Prison Board, 
Chair of the Dunedin Prison District Board and 
Panel Convenor of the New Zealand Parole 
Board from 2011 to 2013. He was a member of 
the Board of the Odyssey House Trust addiction 
treatment services provider from 1992 to 2004. 
He has also served in a number of positions 
with the Canterbury District Law Society. 
Judge Holderness has been Chair of Fendalton 
Primary School Board of Trustees, a member of 
the Trust Board of Medbury Preparatory School, 
the committee of the Canterbury Branch 
of Royal Forest and Bird Society, the Travis 
Charitable Trust Board and Vice President and 
President of the Christchurch Club from 2006 
to 2010.

Honours 
Knighthood
Justice Graham Panckhurst who retired in 2014 
(see last newsletter), received a Knighthood in 
the 2015 New Year’s Honours List and is now 
the Honourable Sir Graham Panckhurst.

Jeremy wondered, inter alia, if (now that 
Canterbury has a female Dean and female 
Head of Department, and a majority of 
women students) it might be time for 
Lawsoc to let a woman have a turn as 
president. (In fact, Lawsoc has had one 
already!).

In October 2015, the Law Leavers Dinner was  
held at the Russley Golf Club.  Justice Nick 
Davidson gave an address as did Jeremy 
Finn as Acting Dean. 

Professor Finn Acting Dean at the Leavers dinner 2015
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Special Mention
Anna Tutton was sworn in as a Coroner in 2014 
and took up the position in 2015. Coroner Tutton 
replaced retiring Christchurch Coroner, Richard 
McElrea (see below). Anna practised for over 25 
years in a variety of positions, the last being with 
the New Zealand Police as the manager of the 
Lower North South legal team where she acted 
as legal adviser to the Police response to the Pike 
River mine disaster. Her other work was primarily 
in criminal law and legal training roles, including 
as a High Court Judges’ clerk, senior counsel at 
the Commerce Commission and Deputy National 
Director of the Institute of Professional Legal 
Studies. Marcus Elliott was also appointed a 
Coroner in March 2015. 

Christchurch Coroner Richard McElrea retired 
in January 2015, days before his 70th birthday. 
Coroner McElrea presided over hundreds of 
inquests during his career, with a normal 
caseload in the final 10 years of about 200. He 
held about 30 inquests in the South Island in 
2014. The Coroner found contact with families 
and giving closure very fulfilling but dealing with 
youth suicides, of course, was depressing.

District Court Judge Robert Murfitt held a 
‘special sitting’ in August 2015 at Puke Ariki 
Library, New Plymouth. The judge sat to read a 
children’s book to a group of pre-schoolers at 
the library which he had self-published, called 
Claire and the Weka. The book was illustrated by 
the New Plymouth illustrator “Sunset”.  The judge 
said children are an uncomplicated audience 
compared to the adults he has to deal with in 
the courtroom. The Claire of the title is Judge 
Murfitt’s daughter and the story is a modified 
version of what took place years ago at the 
family bach in the Marlborough Sounds when 
his family was very young. In the book, a curious 
weka stole Claire’s favourite teddy and hid it 
under the house and members of the family tried 
to rescue it.
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Some Visitors
In September 2015, Professor Wayne Morrison 
of Queen Mary College London, gave a public 
lecture on Law in the social constitution of 
the Holocaust as the Sir Eric Hotung Fellow for 
2015. Wayne also gave lectures at the Otago, 
Auckland and Victoria law schools.  

In October, Judge Arthur Tompkins visited 
the Law School to give a fascinating public 
lecture on Stealing Beauty: Art Crime During 
War. Arthur has been described by Kim Hill on 
RNZ as the ‘art sleuth’, and has written about 
the rigours of teaching an Art Crime course in 
Umbria in the 2012 edition of this Newsletter. 

In October, Dame Sian Elias, Chief Justice New 
Zealand, delivered a lecture as part of the Law 
School Supreme Court Lecture Series. 

Christopher Frey visited the School of 
Law to work on his PhD on International 
Energy Trade and WTO Law. He has studied 
International and European Law at several 
European universities, receiving an LLB from 
the University of Groningen (Netherlands) and 
an LLM from the Europa-Institut, of Saarland 
University in Germany. After graduation 
Christopher worked in the European 
Parliament in Brussels before deciding to 
pursue a PhD. His research is about the 
intersections of international trade law with 
environmental and energy law. He has been a 
visiting lecturer in European Union Law at the 
Riga Graduate School of Law since 2012. 

Post-Art Crime lecture dinner, Judge Tompkins  
second from left

Stephen Todd and Christopher Frey



Important changes to how you receive the  

Canterbury Law School Newsle er 

It is intended that from 2016 the default method of sending the School of Law Newsle er will be via 

email.  

The 2015 edi on has been sent via email to all those for whom we currently hold an email address. If 

we do not have a current email address for you, you have received this edi on in printed form. 

Please let us know how you would like to receive future issues of the School of Law Newsle er. 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I would like to receive the newsle er by hardcopy 

I would like to receive the newsle er by email 

I no longer wish to receive the newsle er 

Please send your response to: 

School of Law 

University of Canterbury 

Private Bag 4800 

Christchurch 8140 

 

Or email to: law‐enquiries@canterbury.ac.nz  Please use ‘SOL Newsle er’ as the email subject. 
 

Please do get in touch with the Editor david.round@canterbury.ac.nz  if you have any comments . 

 Note : The Newsle er will s ll be available on the Law School website at: www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz   

We hope you con nue to enjoy the Newsle er.  
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