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Having been appointed to the 
position of Acting Dean of the 
Faculty of Law in August 2012 
and Dean a few months later it is 
my pleasure to pen this, my first 
annual message, to the alumni of 
our illustrious School of Law. 

It certainly has been a busy year for the staff and 
students of the School of law. We are particularly 
proud of the strategic decisions we have made, 
our various successes through the year and most 
importantly the continued high performance of 
our students. 

The past 12 months have been a time of great 
change for the School of Law. The end of 2012 was 
marked by the retirement of Associate Professor 
Richard Scragg and the moving of Professor 

Neil Boister and his family to the University of 
Waikato. The retirement of Richard Scragg marked 
the end of an era. I do not believe that Richard’s 
tireless dedication to staff and students at 
Canterbury will be matched for a very long time 
to come. Richard led the School through the most 
turbulent time in its history. Further, his image 
and that of his trusty blue tea cup is indelibly 
etched upon the minds of literally thousands of 
Canterbury graduates. Neil too served the School 
tirelessly since his appointment in 2003.  
Both Richard and Neil leave as dear friends of  
the School and we wish them well in their  
new endeavours. 

2013 began with our ‘decanting’ from the Law 
building into a group of near new apartments 
on Homestead Lane. The apartments were 
formally student hall accommodation but with 
the removal of the bed and the introduction of 
a computer they have been transformed into 
very comfortable office space. In our absence 
the School of Law building is undergoing a 
comprehensive remediation and refit. The fit is 
progressing well and it is expected that we will be 
back in the building before Christmas. 

In pursuit of our mission to be the focal point of 
all things law in the Canterbury region the School 
has this year hosted a number of exciting events. 
These have included book launches (notably Dr 
Jarrod Gilbert’s Patched: the history of gangs 
in New Zealand and James Rapley and Anthony 
Willy on Advocacy), as well as the Supreme Court 
Lecture Series. As I write we are preparing for the 
next instalment of the Supreme Court Lecture 
Series to be delivered by the Chief Justice Dame 
Sian Elias. These events give our community 
(both professional and social) the opportunity to 
interact with the University. Most importantly 

it gives our students the opportunity to interact 
with our community and professional leaders. 

Over the next few months the School of Law 
will be unveiling aspects of our community 
engagement strategy that will firmly cement us 
as the university of choice for those who not only 
want a quality law degree but who want to make 
a difference in the lives of real people with real 
problems. Whilst the substantial issues associated 
with the rebuild of Christchurch can seem to off- 
putting to some, our position is that it presents 
young people with incredible opportunities to 
make a real difference in a community that is 
struggling. In order to facilitate students making 
such a difference, the School will be rolling out 
a clinical legal programme – the first of its type 
in the country. The programme will consist of a 
number of aspects: Christchurch Community Law 
Centre engagement, the most comprehensive 
internship programme in the country, compulsory 
community/professional engagement as a 
graduating requirement and the launching of the 
New Zealand Public Interest Project. To find out 
more about this programme and to explore ways 
in which you, as alumni, can assist the School and 
its students make a difference in the community, 
then do not hesitate to contact me. 

I look forward to updating you on our progress in 
our next alumni newsletter. 

Warm regards
Chris Gallavin

From the Dean

This 20th edition of the University of Canterbury 
School of Law Newsletter comes to our 
readers packed full of fascinating stories and 
tales of success. We report on our wonderful 
new staff and the innovative and continuing 
achievements by alumni, students and staff, 
both in New Zealand and overseas. The 
earthquake experience continues to impact 
on our research and teaching and on our well-
being and achievement (how could it not?) 
and this is reflected in this year’s content once 
again. But there are many new stories and 
projects detailed for you too.

The cover this year is a photograph of our 
temporary accommodation in the Ilam Halls, 
about 10 minutes’ walk from the campus via 

the beautiful Staff Club gardens. We will be very 
close to moving back into our old (but newly 
renovated) building by the end of 2013, together 
with our new colleagues from Commerce. I 
want to thank David Rowe, who has once again 
acted as assistant editor this year. Thanks 
are also due to other members of staff who 
contributed.

Inevitably, we seek contributions from you all 
for next year’s edition. Tell us about yourselves 
and your continuing careers and lives, whether 
in New Zealand, or offshore.

Contact Ursula at email:

Ursula.Cheer@canterbury.ac.nz

or 

Editor 
School of Law Newsletter 
University of Canterbury 
Faculty of Law 
Private Bag 4800 
CHRISTCHURCH

or

Fax: 03-364-2757 
Visit the Law School Website at: 
Www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz

From the Editors
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Staff

In the past twelve months Karen Scott, who 
was promoted to Professor in January 2013, 
has been actively researching legal and policy 
issues associated with geoengineering, marine 
protected areas and international environmental 
governance. Between August and December 2012 
Karen presented four research papers relating to: 
the law of treaties and multilateral environmental 
agreements (MEAs) (September 2012, Nottingham, 
UK) (with Professor Duncan French, University 
of Lincoln, UK); marine protected areas on the 
high seas (October, 2012, Manila, Philippines); 
institutional connections between MEAs (October 
2012, Sydney); and marine protected areas in the 
Southern Ocean (December 2012, Wellington) 
(with Charles Kingston, MFAT). In August 2012 
Karen attended and gave the concluding 
remarks at the Fourth Four Societies Conference 
focusing on Disasters and International Law in 
Berkley California in her role as Vice – President 
of the Australian and New Zealand Society of 
International Law (ANZSIL). In October 2012 Karen 
was delighted to represent the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade (MFAT) at the First Expanded 
ASEAN Maritime Forum in Manila, Philippines. In 
June 2013 Karen was invited to present a paper on 
Marine Living Resources Security Beyond National 
Jurisdiction in International Law at a conference 
on Control and Jurisdiction at Sea at the National 
Italian Research Council in Rome,  
and has since become a member of the Network 
of Experts on Legal Aspects of Maritime Safety 
and Security (MARSAFENET), a European COST 
Action, representing New Zealand (see further: 
www.marsafenet.org/). Notable publications in 
this period include: Karen N. Scott, “International 
Law in the Anthropocene: Responding to the 
Geoengineering Challenge” 34 (2013) Michigan 
Journal of International Law 309 – 358; Karen N. 
Scott, “Conservation on the High Seas: Developing 
the Concept of the High Seas Marine Protected 
Area” (2012) International Journal of Marine and 
Coastal Law (Special Issue: The 1982 Law of the Sea 
Convention at 30) 849 – 857; and Karen N. Scott, 
“Managing Fragmentation through Governance: 
International Environmental Law in a Globalised 
World” in Andrew Byrnes, Mika Hayashi and Chris 
Michaelson (eds), New Challenges for International 
Law in a Globalised World (Martinus Nijhoff 
Publishers, 2013) 207 – 238. Karen completed her 
three year term as Editor of the New Zealand 
Yearbook of International Law at the beginning of 
2013 and volume 9 of the Yearbook was published 
in March 2013. Karen continues to perform her 
roles as Director of the LLM (International Law and 
Politics) and University Proctor.

Elizabeth Toomey continues to be involved in 
earthquake-related research which has led to 
expanding collaborative research networks world-
wide. In December 2012 she visited Kobe, Japan 
where she was invited to present a conference 
paper at the Kobe University Asian Disaster Law 

Workshop. While she was there, she was also 
asked to present a seminar to the international 
students at Kobe University. Professor Jeremy 
Finn and she wrote a conference paper for the 
Ninth International Conference on Environmental, 
Cultural, Economic and Social Sustainability 
and Jeremy presented this paper in Hiroshima 
in January 2013. Liz has also presented papers 
on the topic at the Thirteenth International 
Conference on Knowledge, Culture and Change in 
Organisations (Vancouver, June 2013) and as part 
of a panel from the School of Law, at the Law on 
the Edge Conference (Vancouver, July 2013) She has 
written a chapter in the publication, Asia-Pacific 
Disaster Management: Socio-Legal Perspectives 
(Springer, Sydney) that will be published in late 
2013. Professor Finn and she continue working 
on their project, Legal Responses to a Natural 
Disaster, and each spent nine days in June 2013 
conducting research in New Orleans, New Jersey, 
New York and California (see separate article). 
More broadly, Liz presented a conference paper 
with Hayden Opie at the Australian and  
New Zealand Sports Law Conference (Perth, 
October 2012) and published an article on 
Governance and integration of trans-Tasman 
sporting leagues in the Canterbury Law Review. 
She is also a co-author of an article in the New 
Zealand Law Review concerning the effectiveness 
of large class teaching in law degrees. Liz 
continues to serve on two New Zealand Law 
Society committees and several University of 
Canterbury committees.

John Caldwell’s major research in recent months 
has been of an empirical nature. Associate 
Professor Nicki Taylor, Director of the Centre for 
Research and Children and Families, and John 
interviewed all 53 judges who held a Family 
Court warrant on their practices and thinking on 
“Judicial Interviews with Children”.  
The interviews with the judges, each lasting 
around an hour, took place throughout the 
country during November and December 
2012. In New Zealand it is routine for judges to 
meet with children, but the appropriateness of 
judges conducting interviews with children has 
generated considerable international debate. It is 
hoped that this empirical research, documenting 
current New Zealand practices, will help inform 
that debate. The data is still being analysed: two 
articles have been accepted for publication in New 
Zealand law journals, and other articles are now 
planned for publications in overseas journals. Key 
data was also presented by Judge Boshier, former 
Principal Family Court Judge, and John at the 50th 
Anniversary conference of the American Family 
and Conciliation Courts in Los Angeles in  
May 2013.

Ursula Cheer continued her involvement in 
the development of teaching in the School of 
Law within the Teaching Research Group, which 
jointly published the article: ‘Improving the 

Effectiveness of Large Class Teaching in Law 
Degrees’, Lynne Taylor, Ursula Cheer, Debra Wilson, 
Elizabeth Toomey and Sascha Mueller, [2013] NZL 
Rev 101. In 2013, Ursula was awarded a University 
Teaching Award. She also published the chapter: 
‘Defamation’, with John Burrows QC, The Law of 
Torts in New Zealand, Thomson Reuters (2013, 6th 
ed, S Todd ed), and was asked to write the chapter 
on Media Law for Journalists in a new textbook 
to be published by the JTO (forthcoming). Ursula 
was invited to join the Media Studies Research 
Group of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
Research Centre for the Humanities, and become 
an academic member of the recently formed  
New Zealand Centre for Human Rights Law, Policy 
and Practice http://www.humanrights.auckland.
ac.nz/uoa/). She was invited by Attorney General 
Hon Chris Finlayson to make a submission to the 
Privileges Committee of Parliament on a question 
of privilege concerning the defamation action 
AG and Gow v Leigh, 26 September 2012 and was 
also invited by the Law Commission to advise on 
a review of the Law of Contempt which began in 
2013. Ursula continued to serve as a Member of 
the Board of Studies in Journalism, the Discipline 
Committee and the Educational Research Human 
Ethics Committee. For the School of Law she 
served on the Departmental Executive committee, 
and was Convenor of the Events Committee 
which organised new events such as a first year 
Scavengers Hunt, a PechKucha evening and a 
Town and Gown Debate. Ursula was also asked 
by Radio New Zealand to give training seminars 
on Media Law to journalists in Wellington (June 
2012) and Auckland (June 2013) and she accepted 
an invitation from Thomson Reuters to write an 
occasional blog on Media Law issues. 

Nicky Richardson was on study leave from 
July 2012 to July 2103 during which she wrote a 
new book on the duties of executors. She also 
wrote the 11th edition of Nevill’s Law of Trusts, 
Wills and Administration and was one of three 
authors of another new title, Nevill’s Trustee 
Precedents. Nicky also continued to update Wills 
and Succession looseleaf service. Last year she 
attended a conference in the South of France on 
Equitable Remedies and is now updating Nevill’s 
Will Drafting Handbook.

Cynthia Hawes continues to contribute to 
the Canterbury-based textbooks. She has two 
chapters in the new hot-off-the-press Todd 
on Torts, and a new edition of Butterworths 
Introduction to Commercial Law, of which she is 
general editor, is planned for later this year. She 
is a part-time referee in the Disputes Tribunal, 
and has provided training sessions and materials 
to help with the legal training of referees. 
Fortunately, she still finds time to struggle on 
with her piano lessons and remains a confirmed 
opera groupie. 
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Dr. John Hopkins was appointed Associate Dean 
of the Faculty in 2012 for a five year term. In 2014 
he will be taking up the MUNDUS-MAPP Visiting 
Professorship at Central European University in 
Budapest. This elite institution teaches only at the 
graduate level and offers an International Public 
Policy programme with partner universities in the 
UK, Spain and the Netherlands. Dr. Hopkins has 
been appointed to teach on this programme in his 
specialist fields of Comparative Regionalism and 
European Public Law. Dr. Hopkins has also recently 
been elected to the International Academy of 
Comparative Law, one of the world's oldest 
learned legal societies, and will be attending their 
four yearly Congress in Vienna in July 2014 as  
New Zealand's rapporteur on Constitutional Law.

Stephen Todd together with co-authors John 
Burrows, Bill Atkin, Cynthia Hawes and Ursula 
Cheer, completed the sixth edition of The Law 
of Torts in New Zealand, which was published in 
mid-2013. He also prepared a Torts Update for 
the New Zealand Law Society, with co-author 
Andrew Barker, and presented a series of seminars 
and a webinar on torts at the main centres 
around the country. He wrote in addition three 
articles – ‘Accidental Conception and Accident 
Compensation’ for the Journal of Professional 
Negligence, ‘Forty Years of Accident Compensation 
in New Zealand’ for the Cooley Law Review, and 
‘Tort’ (a review of recent tort cases) for the  
New Zealand Law Review. As regards other 
activities, Stephen was appointed as a panel 
member to the New Zealand Performance-Based 
Research Fund, and in the later part of 2012 he 
read and assessed the work of law academics 
from all of the New Zealand Universities (except, 
of course, Canterbury).

Simon Dorset, our Senior Tutor, recently 
completed a three-year term as a Disputes 
Tribunal Referee and a fifth edition of his 
Butterworths Student Companion: Public Law. 

Jeremy Finn’s year began with a trip to Japan 
to present a paper, co-authored with Elizabeth 
Toomey, on sustainability issues in disaster 
planning in New Zealand at an international 
conference in Hiroshima. The conference was 
particularly interesting because a substantial 
number of the papers were given by academics 
from Asian universities whose work is otherwise 
not easily accessible to the New Zealand reader. 
Hiroshima in itself is an amazing place and Jeremy 
was able to take advantage of the proximity of  
the conference centre to the Peace Memorial 
Museum to see the extraordinary collection of 
material there.

 Much of the rest of the year has been taken up, 
apart from normal teaching obligations, with four 
projects. Work on the proposed new Bachelor of 
Criminal Justice degree occupied much of the 
first part of the year, as aspects of the proposal 
needed to be developed and negotiated with all 
interested stakeholders. Debra Wilson and Jeremy 
represented Law through this process, and had 
fantastic support from a range of people in other 
faculties as well as an extraordinary contribution 
from Margaret Ricketts on the preparation of the 
vast range of documents needed. The proposal for 
the new degree is now with CUAP in Wellington 
and we must endure a wait until about November 
to find out whether the degree has been 
accepted and the government has agreed to fund 
students taking it. Assuming those approvals are 
forthcoming – and we certainly hope they will 

be – the degree will be up and running in 2014. 
As part of the development of the degree it was 
decided the School of Law would offer the first-
year Criminal Justice course in the second half 
of this year, and we had a very welcome strong 
response with more than 150 students enrolling in 
the course. Jeremy found writing the new lecture 
material a challenge but the class was fun to 
teach.

Much of on Jeremy’s available research time 
has been dedicated to the ongoing project 
work on law and natural disasters, from which 
the Hiroshima paper developed, as did a paper 
on the legal position of volunteers which he 
presented as one of a Law School panel of five 
speakers describing lessons from the Canterbury 
earthquakes at the joint Australian and Canadian 
Law and Society conference in Vancouver at the 
beginning of July. Liz Toomey and Jermey were 
both able to do some fieldwork work on the 
project in June, as described elsewhere in this 
newsletter. The other major research element of 
the year for Jeremy was finalising and revising 
the text for a new book on criminal procedure in 
New Zealand under the Criminal Procedure Act 
2011, co-authored with Auckland practitioners 
Don Mathias and Ron Mansfield. The book will 
be published this year – it would have been even 
more timely if Parliament had not chosen to bring 
forward the operation of the new legislation from 
October to July!

New Staff
Chris Riffel has joined the School of Law team this 
year and immediately doubled the percentage of 
Germans in the Law School. He is an international 

Chris Riffel … getting a German legal education can be a bit of a drag (actually Chris' stag party).
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lawyer with a specialisation in international 
trade and European Union law. He integrated so 
well that he immediately moved into the house 
of a colleague. That he already feels at home in 
Christchurch can be easily explained by the fact 
that he has not come alone but with his wife 
Emma. Before he could assume his post at UC, 
however, he had to win his most important legal 
case: because the authorities did not recognise 
Emma's documents,(she is a Malawian citizen),  
he had to fight in Court for his right to get married 
in his home country!  

Having family on four continents (North 
America, Europe, Africa and now Oceania), it is 
no surprise that it is the international dimension 
of law that intrigues him most as a lawyer. 
He submitted his PhD on ‘The International 
Protection Against Unfair Competition in World 
Trade’ to the University of Bern, Switzerland, and 

authored three contributions to the Max Planck 
Encyclopedia of Public International Law, namely 
the entries on ‘Unfair Competition’, ‘Traditional 
Knowledge’ and ‘The Havana Club Case’. At the 
beginning of this year, he lectured on the TRIPS 
Agreement at the University of Edinburgh as part 
of the LLM programme International Economic 
Law. During his PhD, he spent a seven-month 
sojourn at the Max Planck Institute for Intellectual 
Property and Competition Law in Munich, 
sponsored by the Max Planck Society. Chris holds 
an LLM in European Integration from the Europa-
Institut of Saarland University. His master’s thesis 
‘(Non-)Conformity of Social Standards in the 
Generalized System of Preferences of the EC and 
the USA with WTO Law’ won the Hans-Werner-
Osthoff Prize. 

Learning new things is his life blood. So he 
studied German, French, and Anglo-American law 
as well as Environmental Studies at the University 
of Heidelberg. He also learnt Spanish and worked 
as a legal clerk for Baker & McKenzie in Caracas, 
Venezuela, and for the German Embassy in 
Santiago de Chile. This is where his passion for 
teaching was kindled when he helped out at short 
notice and taught contract law at the Heidelberg 
Center for Latin America. Given that he has a 
church-based background, he did parish work 
back home, something he would like to pick up in 
his new home. 

S. Chehani Ekaratne (Che) joined the School 
of Law this year, following legal education in 
the U.S. and U.K. She obtained her law degree 
from Harvard Law School, followed by an LLM 
in commercial law at the University of Bristol. 
Her initial undergraduate education was also 
undertaken in the U.S., at Yale University. Before 
joining the University of Canterbury, Che was 
an attorney at a law firm in Washington DC, 
where she worked on several cross-national and 
constitutional matters, including submissions to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.  

These multinational experiences have led to Che's 
research interest in comparative law. She has done 
comparative research involving American, South 
African and English legal issues, and looks forward 
to future research that includes New Zealand law. 
While Che is new to New Zealand, she is being 
ably introduced to Kiwi culture by her colleagues 
– starting from when Chris Gallavin and Ursula 
Cheer explained to her that a 'flat white' is a cup 
of coffee, not a particularly well-folded bedsheet. 

Ben France-Hudson joined the School of Law this 
year. Ben graduated from the School of Law in 
2006 after which he worked as a Judges’ Clerk for 
the High Court in Christchurch, before heading 
to London. While in the UK he worked as a locum 
lawyer at the Treasury Solicitor’s Office working 
on immigration judicial review matters. On his 
return to New Zealand he worked as an Assistant 
Crown Counsel in the Treaty of Waitangi and 

International Law team at the Crown Law Office. 
More recently, Ben has been working towards his 
PhD at the University of Otago. Ben’s PhD focuses 
on the use of private property to manage natural 
resources, but he is also interested in property 
law, land law and private law more generally. 
Ben is looking forward to exploring the “new” 
Christchurch and discovering the new locations of 
his old haunts!   

Geoff Leane Retires
The end of Semester 1 2013 saw the retirement 
from the Law School of Geoff Leane. Geoff, who 
arrived in 1997, was a popular and effective lecturer 
taking classes ranging from Laws101 (Legal 
System) and Laws102 (Law, Justice & Morality) to 
postgraduate courses in environmental law for the 
Master of International Law & Politics degree. He 
was a valued founder member of the Law School’s 
International Law Group (ILG), formed in 2003 with 
the aim of developing strengths and contributing 
to teaching and research into international law in 
the School of Law.  

Geoff’s main areas of both teaching and research 
were Legal and Social Theory, Jurisprudence, 
International Environmental Law theory and 
Comparative Indigenous Peoples’ Law. Geoff 
undertook his legal education at the University 
of British Columbia and Harvard Law School, and 
taught in Australia before taking up his position 
at Canterbury in 1997. His cynical and sceptical 
attitude was particularly appreciated by students, 
one of whom, now a member of the Law School 
staff himself, described him at his farewell 
function as “the single most influential lecturer I 
ever had.”

Geoff, with his wife Erika and daughter Georgia, 
has moved to Foix, a small village in the south of 
France, where they are undertaking the renovation 
of a stately, but somewhat eroded, house 
overlooking the remains of the village’s striking 
medieval castle.

Che Ekaratne

Ben France-Hudson

Geoff Leane
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UPR Project Finland

In the first half of 2013, a group of six law students 
under the supervision of Natalie Baird coordinated 
a submission to the United Nations Human 
Rights Council for New Zealand’s next Universal 
Periodic Review. Student Joy Twemlow originally 
suggested the idea, having come across a similar 
university submission on Papua New Guinea 
while working as a Research Assistant for Natalie 
in 2012. The other students involved in the project 
were Erin Gough, Andrew Pullar, Christy Pullyn, 
Jennifer Sangaroonthong and Sara Tan.

The Universal Periodic Review is a relatively new 
mechanism of the UN’s Human Rights Council. It 
involves the review of the human rights records 
of all 193 UN member states every four and a half 
years. The key benchmarks for the review are the 
UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the human rights treaties which the 
particular state has ratified. Three documents 
form the basis of the review – a 20-page national 
report prepared by the Government, a 10-page 
compilation of UN information on the state 
and a 10-page “stakeholder summary.” This last 
report summarises information provided by 
non-government organisations, universities and 
the national human rights commission. NGOs 
are able to file either a 5-page report, or if a joint 
submission is prepared, the report can be  
ten pages.

We formed the University of Canterbury UPR 
Submission Group and decided to focus our 
stakeholder submission on the human rights 

impacts of the Canterbury earthquakes. Our 
aim was to try and prepare a reasonably 
comprehensive submission which covered the 
key human rights issues which have arisen as a 
result of the earthquakes. In order to do this we 
contacted over 40 local community organisations 
and met with around 25 of these to hear first-
hand about the ongoing human rights impacts 
of the earthquakes. These organisations ranged 
from well-established Christchurch NGOs 
such as the Tenants Protection Association to 
grassroots organisations which have formed 
since the earthquakes including 100% Rates 
Relief, the Red Section Owners Group and the 
Wider Earthquakes Communities Action Network. 
Other organisations had a focus on particular 
population groups such as the Christchurch 
Migrants Centre, the Older Generations Forum, 
Pacifica (Christchurch Branch) and the Youth and 
Cultural Development Society. Hearing first hand 
from these organisations about the ongoing 
impacts of the earthquakes was inspirational for 
the students and a strong motivating factor in 
balancing study and work commitments with 
their work on the submission. 

 

The final submission focuses on five key rights 
– the right to housing, the right to political 
participation, the right to health, the right to work 
and the right to education. A major theme of the 
submission is that the human rights impacts 
of the earthquakes demonstrate some of the 

(From left): Joy Twemlow, Natalie Baird, Jennifer Sangaroonthong, Sara Tan, Andrew Pullar; front: Erin Gough

shortcomings in New Zealand’s overall human 
rights framework. For example, the absence 
of domestic legislation protecting economic, 
social and cultural rights (such as the right to 
housing) as rights in and of themselves has 
undermined the Government response on these 
issues. Another theme is the way in which the 
earthquakes have exacerbated existing social 
inequalities. Mirroring international experience, 
the human rights impacts of the earthquakes 
in Christchurch have tended to be felt more 
sharply by already vulnerable individuals and 
communities. The submission also emphasises 
that the Rebuild offers some major opportunities. 
These include taking an inclusive approach to 
employment opportunities during the Rebuild 
and ensuring that the new Christchurch is a highly 
accessible city.

The submission, which was ultimately endorsed 
by 26 local and national NGOs, was sent to the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights in Geneva on 17 June 2013. It will be used 
by that Office as a background document for the 
preparation of the “Stakeholder Summary” for 
New Zealand’s review. The interactive dialogue 
between the Human Rights Council and the New 
Zealand delegation is scheduled to take place in 
January 2014. Our hope is that at least some of 
our 50 recommendations are picked up during 
the review and accepted by the New Zealand 
Government. Watch this space. 

Natalie Baird
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Elizabeth Toomey and Jeremy Finn are leading a 
group of researchers looking at the legal issues 
arising from natural disasters. That research has 
already involved extensive survey and interview 
research into the Canterbury earthquakes and 
their aftermath, as well as looking at the effects of 
floods in New Zealand and overseas experiences 
as reported in the literature. The major funders of 
the research project are the NZ law Foundation, 
the Law School and the Centre for Commercial 
and Corporate Law Inc. In June Jeremy and Liz 
each went to North America, funded by the Law 
Foundation, to conduct interviews with lawyers, 
judges, academics and others involved in the 
response to or recovery from natural disasters. 

Jeremy Finn
My North American research started with 
interviewing a range of people in New Orleans 
about the effects of Hurricane Katrina, both 
immediate and long-term, and the process of 
recovery from the hurricane. 

I was lucky enough to be able to have a 
roundtable with Carmelite Bertaut, Wayne Lee 
and Nancy Claypool from the firm of Stone 
Pigman Walter Wittman LLP. Carmelite and 
Wayne had been involved in the local bar 
associations at the time of hurricane Katrina, 
and Nancy was executive director of the firm 
and therefore heavily involved in getting the 
practice up and running again. I also interviewed 
Helena Henderson, the Executive Director of 30 
New Orleans Bar Association, David Bienvenu, 
a New Orleans attorney and chair of the ABA 
Special Committee on Disaster Response and 
Preparedness, as well as the two most senior staff 
from the New Orleans Pro Bono project, which 
organises the provision of free legal services to 
the many New Orleans residents who could not 
and cannot afford lawyers. I was also able to talk 
to Professor Carolyn Buchert and her colleagues 
in the clinical program at Loyola University. (This 
clinical program has recently moved into a large 
building presented to the law school for 

the purpose by a recent alumnus – Canterbury 
should be so lucky!) as well as being able to meet 
Madeleine Landrieu of the Louisiana Court of 
Appeal who was able to describe how the state 
courts and lawyers were able to reach agreement 
on measures to deal with the consequences of  
the hurricane.

While the various interviewees all have different 
stories to tell, and I learned different things from 
them, there were common elements which would 
resonate with any person who experienced the 
Canterbury earthquakes. Communications went 
out very early on, they hear the principal cause 
was the high winds which blew over almost all the 
cellphone towers; most lawyers and organisations 
were forced to find temporary accommodation 
because the buildings in which they worked had 
been damaged or because they could not be 
occupied and used without electricity, water and 
other services. (Having been in New Orleans at the 
relatively cool beginning of summer, it is not hard 
to imagine how uncomfortable the city must have 
been at peak summer heat). 

From New Orleans I went north to New Jersey and 
New Brunswick to meet people involved in the 
response and recovery from Superstorm Sandy 
(apparently calling it a “Superstorm” avoided 
some insurance issues that might have arisen if 
it were simply labeled as a hurricane!). I met with 
three staff members of the New Brunswick State 
Bar Association who described their emergency 
response process. New Brunswick is one of the 
very few American states where the state bar 
Association actually runs its own emergency 
response program – most of the others relied 
on ad hoc arrangements and the efforts of the 
American Bar Association youth section who 
coordinate young lawyers to provide assistance in 
the aftermath of disasters. I was also able to talk 
to lawyers from Ocean County in the southern 
part of the state, an area which had been badly 
hit by the storm. In New York I interviewed 
representatives of both the Alice Morey, New 
York State Bar Association pro bono section and 
senior counsel at one of the major independent 
legal assistance providers for the indigent, as 

Law and Disaster Research – 
Theory and practice

Lower Manhattan Sign on New Jersey building
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well as a local attorney who had written a piece 
on disaster recovery who was able to give me 
her own experiences of working in Manhattan 
without electricity or reliable e-mail or phone 
communication after the storm. The research was 
rounded out by a long interview with Mike Haber, 
who directed the Hofstra University Law clinic 
which was dedicated to assisting the victims 
of Superstorm Sandy which had devastated the 
coastal area of that part of Long Island. 

Every interview I conduct throughout the entire 
research process brought up some issue which 
had not previously loomed large in our research, 
such as the scope of the ethical obligations of 
lawyers to keep client information both secure 
and in a form which is readily accessible to the 
client should he or she wish to access it; dealing 
with issues of conflict for pro bono lawyers 
between actual and potential clients (a very major 
issue affecting community law centres assisting 
with insurance), coordination of administrative 
action with law courts in different jurisdictions 
and, very commonly, the role of law students in 
assisting with disaster response and recovery. It 
is clear that in the latter area New Zealand has a 
great deal of scope for further action.

One notable feature of the areas I visited was the 
quantity and nature of the advertising of legal 
services – from gargantuan billboards beside the 
Louisiana freeways advertising personal injury 
litigators to the more esoteric and targeted signs 
like the one pictured on the previous page.

Elizabeth Toomey 
My nine day research trip to California was a busy 
one and I travelled across the state to interview a 
wide variety of people from whom I gathered very 
valuable data for this part of our project. 

Three hours after I landed in Los Angeles, I met 
with Judge Carl West at the Jonathan Club in 
downtown Los Angeles, the city’s equivalent 
to the Canterbury Club in Christchurch. He 
seemed delighted to introduce his New Zealand 
colleague to all his friends so it was somewhat 
of a whirlwind start. He presided over more 
than 1500 Californian earthquake-related cases 
and explained how he managed the process in 
a specialist court. He organized a triage system 
which enabled him to group similar cases, isolate 
a specific issue and then make a ruling. This 
avoided individual litigants taking their cases to 
court and prevented insurance companies vying 
against each other. It was an extremely effective 
process and one that New Zealand might wish to 
eventually follow. 

After a few hours’ sleep, I packed an overnight bag 
and caught an early train to San Diego where I was 
met by Lilys McCoy, Director of the Solo Practice 
Programme at the Thomas Jefferson School of 
Law. She had organized interviews with the Chief 

Executive Officer of the San Diego Superior Court 
(Michael Roddy) and of the Fourth District Court 
of Appeals (Kevin Lane). After navigating extensive 
security checks (at least a 15 minute exercise each 
time!) I was delighted with both these interviews 
and collected a wealth of information both as 
to how the courts managed their systems in 
the aftermath of earthquakes and the extensive 
measures they have taken since to ensure a better 
outcome in the event of a future natural disaster. 
Judge Berkely also attended the interview with 
Michael Roddy and added a valuable perspective. 
At the end of that day, I was extremely privileged 
to have an interview with Judge Moskowitz, a 
Federal Judge of the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of California. Disaster-
preparedness is a high priority on his list of 
projects and he has investigated both the hiring 
of a bunker at a faraway military airport as an 
emergency court and the idea of a “court in a 
suitcase”. Funding for such projects is as much 
a problem in the United States as it is here and 
he spoke of some tense conversations with the 
relevant government departments. 

Michael Roddy arranged an interview for me with 
Malcolm Franklin, the Senior Manager, Office of 
Security at the Judicial Council of California and, 
on my last day in America, I visited him in San 
Francisco. I was given a tutorial on the Californian 
courts’ highly sophisticated programme for 
disaster-preparedness and have since been sent 
six large files that contain great precedents for our 
New Zealand courts.

The next day, I interviewed Wendy Patrick, the 
Deputy District Attorney of the County of San 
Diego and had a very interesting conversation 
about the ethical obligations of lawyers to their 
clients with respect to electronic data storage, 
a project about which she was passionate. I 
also spoke with Gael Strack, the Chief Executive 
Officer for the Family Justice Centre Alliance and 
gained a valuable insight as to the importance of 
community participation in the event of a natural 
disaster, particularly with respect to the more 
vulnerable groups of our society. 

I caught a late train back to Los Angeles, cancelled 
the arranged rental car after deciding that my 
attempts to drive out of Los Angeles and into 
San Francisco might end in disaster, and had an 
evening to catch my breath ( at a very simple 
noodle bar) before planning my on-going journey. 

The next morning, I trained on Amtrak (with free 
wi-fi) to San Luis Obispo, exactly half way between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco, and home to 
the California Polytechnic State University 
where extensive research is being undertaken 
on governance with respect to natural disaster 
recovery. Professor Siembada knew more about 
Christchurch’s recovery than I did and we had 
a fascinating conversation about many of the 
legal issues. He has a particular interest in the 

red-zone scenario and we might both engage in 
some future research tracking community effects. 
I also interviewed Kenneth Topping, Project 
Director of the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. He 
is a recognized expert on recovery administration, 
was the Los Angeles City Planning Director during 
the Northbridge earthquake and has written a 
Model Recovery Ordinance. His knowledge and 
research were outstanding. I then travelled half an 
hour inland to the City of El Paso de Robles and 
interviewed the Assistant City Manager about the 
city’s response to an earthquake there in 2003. 
She had some interesting insights as to how the 
legal profession responded and spoke of recovery 
projects she had with FEMA. I finished the day 
interviewing Claire Clark, a lawyer and the Director 
of San Luis Obispo’s very successful Unreinforced 
Masonry Seismic Upgrade Programme. Her 
expertise on California’s regulatory framework led 
to a very valuable discussion. 

By then it was late Friday afternoon, and I needed 
time to absorb all this information. There was 
no better place to stay for the weekend than 
San Luis Obispo, a delightful town in the midst 
of Southern Calfornian vineyards and famous 
for its world-class market. After a peaceful 
weekend, I reboarded the Amtrak train and 
headed to San Francisco, my base for the next 
three days. I immediately backtracked to San 
Jose ( an early Monday morning train ride with 
all the high-flying employees of Google and 
other Silicon Valley corporations) and had three 
very interesting interviews: Professor Donald 
Polden, School of Law, Santa Clara University who 
is heavily involved in earthquake compliance 
response measures; Cindy Stewart, the Emergency 
Planning Co-ordinator for Santa Clara County; 
and Robert Christopher, a partner of the law 
firm Hopkins & Carley who provided me with 
first-hand information on his firm’s responses to 
earthquakes. 

I then returned to San Francisco for three more 
interviews the next day. The first was with Clark 
Holland of LHB Pacific Law Partners in Oakley, 
and his engineer counterpart, Dr John Osteras. 
Mr Holland specializes in insurance litigation 
resulting from natural disasters and, together 
with Dr Osteras, spent 90% of his practice for 15 
years after the Northbridge earthquake acting 
for America’s largest insurance company in 
earthquake litigation. The pair even carried out 
detailed experiments at Berkeley University 
building large concrete pads and simulating 
an earthquake to see if cracks could be caused 
by that force. It seems that they successfully 
defended most of the claims against the 
insurance company. 

I also interviewed Professor Charles Weisselberg 
of the Law School at Berkeley University who 
has engaged in extensive law-related recovery 
research both in North America and Japan. He 
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provided me with some very valuable information. 
I finished the day interviewing Dr Laurie Johnson, 
a Member of the Advisory Committee on 
Earthquake Hazards Reduction, and she also 
was very familiar with the legal implications of 
Christchurch’s recovery process. 

My final interview was three days later at 
the University of British Columbia at which I 
presented the first of two conference papers. I 
took the opportunity to interview Professor David 
Edgington, author of the book Reconstructing 
Kobe, and his insight into what lies ahead for 
Christchurch was both daunting and exciting. 

Some practical experience 
While in North America, I took some leave 
and with my husband visited our daughter 
in Calgary. Her apartment was situated in a 
beautiful riverside suburb and for a few days we 
had some wonderful runs along the river that 
included crossing the swing bridge, famous for 
its appearance in the film Cool Runnings. The 
river was running high and rain was reasonably 
persistent. Within a few hours, an emergency 
flooding warning was broadcast for Calgary 
following the serious flooding of an up-river 

town aptly named High River. With an adequate 
supply of food in the third storey apartment, we 
bedded down for the night feeling reasonably 
well-prepared to survive any possible disaster. 
We awoke in the middle of the night in pitch 
blackness and watched the road beneath us 
become a fast flowing torrent of water. Vehicles 
on the street drowned slowly. Car alarms, lights 
and indicators resulted in an interesting mix of 
sight and sound, all eventually silenced as the cars 
were swept down the street. 

 Policemen with whistles rounded up all the 
apartment occupiers, and our mandatory 
evacuation instruction was “valuables only”. With 
nothing but one very small back pack, we were 
transported by banana boat, surf rescue boat 
and a fire truck to dry land. We spent five days at 
a small lakeside town 200 kms away in hastily-
bought emergency clothes and made the most 
of the unintended diversion from our itinerary. 
Eventually, it was a trip back to Calgary through 
grid-locked roads to plead with authorities 
at the red-zone cordon (all pretty familiar) for 
access to the apartment to retrieve our luggage 
and laptops. Clearly, I needed some practical 
experience to round out my research and, in case 

that was not sufficient, I spent three days at San 
Francisco airport waiting for the authorities to 
clear one of the two long haul runways of the 
debris of the crashed South Korean plane. 

Both our research trips have been extremely 
valuable and we now have significant comparative 
material from which we can extract useful lessons 
for Canterbury. The research we undertook in 
North America was funded by the New Zealand 
Law Foundation, to whom we are very grateful for 
the opportunity to collect and absorb so much 
very valuable information. We were also struck 
by the support and enthusiasm for our project 
shown by those approached to take part in  
our interviews. 
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International and 
Comparative Law Group
Members of the International and 
Comparative Law Group (ICLG) have 
been active over the last twelve months 
publishing articles and book chapters, 
presenting papers and working with 
government departments (such as the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) 
and international organisations (such as 
the European Union). The ICLG, which is 
currently convened by Sascha Muller, is 
very pleased to have welcomed two new 
members recently, namely Christian Riffel, 
who joined the Law School as a lecturer 
in May 2013 and Chehani Ekaratne, who 
joined the Law School as an assistant 
lecturer in April 2013. The Group, together 
with postgraduate students working in the 
areas of international and comparative law 
generally meets once a month to discuss 
member’s research and current issues of 
international law. Volume 9 of the  
New Zealand Yearbook of International Law 
was published in March 2013 and edited 
by Karen Scott (General Editor) and Natalie 
Baird (Associate Editor). Karen stepped 
down from her position as General Editor at 
the beginning of 2013 and the new editors 
for Volume 10 are Natalie Baird (General 
Editor) and Angela Woodward (Associate 
Editor). Beginning February 2013 the ICLG 
now publishes a weekly news item focusing 
on the activities of its members and these 
reports together with further information 
on the ICLG can be found here:  
www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz/intlaw/ 
intro.shtml. 

Karen Scott

The Centre for Commercial and 
Corporate Law, Inc 

The highlight of the last 12 months 
for the Centre for Commercial and 
Corporate Law, Inc (the Centre), 
was the hosting of an all-day 
conference titled “Legal issues and 
the earthquakes”. 

The conference was held in the Law School on 
29 August 2012. There were over 100 registrants 
including lawyers, accountants, representatives 
from government departments, landlords, 
representatives from the insurance and other 
industries, students and members of the public. 
The day was formally opened by the University 
of Canterbury Vice Chancellor Dr Rod Carr. The 
sessions were organised specifically to allow 
sufficient time for questions. The topics and 
presenters were as follows: (i) Policies and Reality: 
Why Insurance Fails: Dr Duncan Webb (Partner, 
Lane Neave); (ii) Employment Law Issues that arise 
in a State of Emergency: Kathryn Dalziel (Partner, 
Taylor Shaw); (iii) Earthquakes and the Threshold of 
‘Uninhabitability’: When can a Residential Tenant 
Leave?; Professor Elizabeth Toomey (University 
of Canterbury); (iv) Leases – Problems and Lessons 
Learned: Jared Ormsby (Partner, Wynn Williams); 
(v) Tax Issues Resulting from the Canterbury 

Earthquakes: Katherine Ewer (Partner MDS Law 
Christchurch) and Malcolm Hudson (Partner, 
PwC Christchurch); (vi) Construction law issues: 
Matt Maling (Partner, Lane Neave) and (vii) A First 
Glimpse as to how the Legal Profession Responded 
to the Earthquakes: Professors Jeremy Finn and 
Elizabeth Toomey (University of Canterbury). 
Feedback from the day was extremely positive.

The Centre is also pleased to support – via a 
grant – research currently being undertaken by 
University of Canterbury academics into the 
legal effects of the earthquakes (with particular 
reference to commercial and corporate lawyers). 
Preliminary findings from this research were 
presented at the above-mentioned 29 August 
conference.

The Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law Inc. 
Prize for Excellence in Legal Writing for 2012 was 
awarded to Timothy Nelson-Parker. His piece was 
the outstanding contender of the essay writing 
considered (which were all of an exceptionally 
high standard).

The Centre is currently organising a series 
of seminars for October on a range of topics 
including an update on insurance issues 
arising from the earthquakes and charity law 
developments (with a focus on the public benefit 
requirement and the business operations  
of charities). 
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Supreme Court judge,  
Sir William Young, was among  
the elite company who received 
Honorary Doctorates at the  
April graduation ceremonies. 
(From Chronicle, May 2013)

Following his graduation from UC with an LLB in 
1974, Justice Young completed a PhD at Cambridge 
University.

He was a partner of the law firm Young Hunter, 
becoming a barrister sole in 1988 and Queen’s 
Counsel in 1991.

Justice Young was appointed Judge of the High 
Court in 1997, to the Court of Appeal in 2004, to 
Presidency of the Court of Appeal in 2006 and 
to the Supreme Court in 2010. He was made a 
Distinguished Companion of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit in 2007 and received a knighthood 
in 2009. 

During the graduation ceremony Justice Young 
recalled his years of study at UC during the 1970s.

“Many part-time lecturers were actually practising 
law, but giving lectures either early in the morning 
or in the evening and there were many part-time 
students, so neither the teaching nor learning  
of law was as exacting as it is now,”  
Justice Young said.

Supreme Court judge receives  
Honorary Doctorate

Justice Young applauded UC students and 
staff for their response to the earthquakes and 
the subsequent recovery. “For the public, your 
response was characterised by the energy and 
ingenuity of the Student Volunteer Army which 
struck such a chord in the hearts of all New 
Zealanders. One very tangible point which came 
out of this is the reality that it is possible to make 
a difference – as these students did,” he said.

“During the long recovery since, the University 
has been adapting, often under pressure of and 
to catastrophically changed circumstances, but 
at the same time planning for a successful and 

(From left) Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Ian Town, Sir William Young and Pro-Chancellor Sue McCormack.

sustainable future which had to be achieved using 
facilities and infrastructure that were far from 
ideal.”

“In concluding,” Justice Young said, “It was easy 
to think that those were the worst of times. But 
by reason of your responses, today is very much 
the best of times for both you, your families 
and friends who must be very proud of you, and 
tickled pink to be able to share the day with you 
— as am I”.

In November 2012 the Canterbury District 
Law Society and the School of Law hosted 
a function at the University to celebrate 30 
years of service to the Canterbury public by the 
Community Law Centre.

Speaking at the function Kevin Campbell, a 
long serving staff member and one of the 
earlier volunteers spoke fondly of the early 
days when he joined the Centre in 1983 as a 
second year student under the guidance of its 
founders, especially Carolyn Risk, Kevin Allen 
and Lester Wolfreys.  

The founding of the Centre was a student 
initiative. Though strongly supported by the 
Faculty (particularly by John Farrar, Andrew 
Alston, John Hughes, Jane Chart and Cynthia 
Hawes who all gave generously of their skills 
and experience to help with training and 
assistance in setting it up) the Law School 
agreed with the founding students that the 
Community Law Centre should be student 
run and controlled. The Canterbury District 
Law Society also embraced the concept from 
the start and there was always a Law Society 
representative on the Board. 

Community Law’s first beginnings were in the 
Christchurch Arts Centre. A student was always 
“on reception” sitting at a desk in the corridor 
and waiting clients sat where they could in 
the corridors. Interviews were held in whatever 
nearby rooms were available with a student and a 
volunteer solicitor.

Over the years, Community Law was located in 
a variety of premises before moving into what 
seemed be a permanent home in Madras Street; 
sadly this was a casualty of the Christchurch 
earthquakes and the Centre now operates from 
premises in New Brighton and Riccarton.

From humble beginnings, the Community Law 
Centre has become a major source of legal 
services by phone, email and face-to-face contact. 
This help is provided free of charge and aims to 
reach those who have traditionally experienced 
barriers to accessing legal help, including young 
people, women, Maori, Pacific people, the elderly, 
refugees and migrants, people on low income and 
people in prison. 

The present head of the Community Law Centre, 
Paul O’Neill, says the number of inquiries at 
the Community Law Centre has seen the centre 
grow to be the largest of its type in New Zealand 

30 Years of Community Law in Canterbury

Through the offices at Riccarton and  
New Brighton, and outreach offices in remoter 
districts, the Centre services a population of nearly 
500,000 people in the Canterbury and West Coast 
area. Up to 100 Canterbury law students at any 
one time work at the Christchurch Community 
Law Centre servicing inquiries through the phone 
service, drop in clinics and appointment service.  
"Canterbury law students” says O’Neill, “are 
making a major contribution to the wellbeing 
of our community through servicing more than 
20,000 inquiries from the public each year.’’ 

The School of Law remains strongly committed 
to the Community Law Centre and is actively 
working with it on a number of fresh initiatives 
to engage students in the wider professional and 
social community as the rebuild of the central 
business district proceeds. We wish the Centre 
a very happy birthday, and many more years of 
fruitful service to the Canterbury public.
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Tea Party
(Student send-off for  
Associate Professor Scragg 
3 October 2012)
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In which John Hopkins reports on 
his Fulbright Adventures

In the first half of 2012 I was awarded the New 
Zealand Fulbright fellowship to Georgetown 
University, Washington DC. Based in the Centre 
for Australian and New Zealand Studies, the 
fellowship allows New Zealand scholars the 
opportunity to teach and undertake research at 
the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service. 
In turn, the fellowship allows Georgetown SFS 
students to experience subjects and perspectives 
that would normally be absent from their 
curriculum. For the New Zealand government, 
which partially funds the fellowship, it provides 
a chance for New Zealand to be brought to the 
attention of the future leaders who pass through 
GU's hallowed halls, Bill Clinton being the most 
recent of a host of famous alumni. For myself and 
my family it was, at that stage, a way of escaping 
Christchurch.

The US had never held out any great allure for 
us. I had been only 3 times, for a grand total of 10 
days and although a short trip to Washington had 
made a favourable impression, I was in no hurry 
to visit. Even the fellowship at Georgetown did 
not particularly appeal, focussed as it was around 
teaching and hence not something that I wanted 
to spend my precious sabbatical doing! But these 
thoughts were from another era – BEQ. By the end 
of 2011, like most people I would have gladly taken 
a trip to Uzbekestan to escape.

In the event, the experience was a life changing 
one and for that, I guess I must thank the 
earthquake. Suddenly, life seemed a lot more 

precious and opportunities like this were to be 
grasped with both hands. From the moment we 
arrived in a cold Washington on New Years day to 
the day we flew out of LAX six months later, we 
had the most fantastic time. Yes, it has its faults 
(and they are legion) but there is a lot to like in the 
country of Lincoln and Jefferson, Martin Luther 
King and Fredrick Douglas. More the point,  
there's BASEBALL!

On January the 1st we took up residence in 
the home of a Physics Professor who was on 
sabbatical in California. We discovered two things 
almost immediately. Americans live in saunas and 
refuse to dry their clothes outside. On consulting 
the heating system we discovered that it appeared 
to be on all the time and keep the house at a 
temperature the average volcano would have been 
happy with. Secondly, we discovered that there 
are no washing lines in middle class America. This 
was somewhat ironic as the little city in Maryland 
where we lived (Takoma Park) is renowned for its 
liberal and progressive politics. Obviously, this 
political stance had limits and the main one was 
that the residents refused to save power on using 
the dryer! They did, however, drive Prius's – by the 
dozen which made crossing the road a bit of a 
challenge such was their lack of noise.

But, Takoma Park itself is a delightful place with 
character and great community. My children 
and family settled in quickly and like many 
people, it was only after we were removed from 
Christchurch that we realised how stressed the 
events on 2010 and 2011 had made us.

The chance to teach and research at Georgetown 
was a fabulous opportunity. Although the GU 

Travels in America

students were not noticeably more able than 
the average UC student, their engagement and 
willingness to learn was very pleasant. Never in 
my career as an academic in NZ have I ever had 
students ask whether I had any more suggestions 
for the week's reading as they had finished the 
FOUR articles I had provided.

The hallowed halls of GU presented amazing 
opportunities for scholarship and meeting 
great academics (including, ironically, Professor 
James Belich, a former NZ Fulbright scholar, who 
happened to be visiting). 

However, although immersing oneself in the 
Georgetown experience was certainly something 
I will always remember fondly, my most enduring 
memories of this trip are not academic.

Living in Washington DC was an amazing 
privilege. To have the opportunity to research in 
the library of Congress or take in a Smithsonian 
museum on your lunch break is a surreal and 
extraordinary experience. To sit where Kennedy 
did, to see where Lincoln died and where the 
Southern Tide was stopped on the slopes of 
Gettysburg were all quite moving experiences. 
Perhaps most impressive of all (as a public lawyer), 
to see the very document upon which all modern 
forms of government are based was something 
special.

We took the long way home, travelling across 
American by train – another amazing experience 
in the scorching heat of the continental summer. 
And the final evidence that the Fulbright achieved 
its aim of converting us into Americophiles? Did I 
mention the baseball? Go Nats!

Outside the home ground of our adopted baseball team 
(the Washington Nationals)

A dreaming spire and a sleeping student. 

Georgetown Basketball – Go Hoyas!
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Of all the offices in all the Law 
Schools of the world, she has to 
walk into mine. 

It’s the end of a gloomy day, a storm is 
moving in and there’s electricity 
 in the air. “You know why  
I’m here…” she says; 
a statement, not  
a question. 

I gaze at her; the 
next few moments 
will be the most 
important of my 
life. My thoughts 
drift through the 
air, like the smoke 
of the cigarette the 
University has long 
since banned…

The day had started 
as any other. As I 
carefully climbed the 
wet concrete stairs of our 
not-so-marble not-quite-
palace, narrowly avoiding 
that fatal slip that would surely 
break my neck, I contemplated the 
good news that our College had just received the 
commendations of the Vice-Chancellor for fully 
complying with health and safety standards.  
(I imagined it was the A4 warning blue-tacked to 
the wall at the bottom of the stairs that clinched 
it for us.)

I squelched damply into my office, and trod on 
a note that had been slipped under the door. 
"Sascha – today’s the day. I’ll be seeing you." Apart 
from my wet shoeprint, there was a red mark on 
the paper. Could it be…lipstick? Blood? 

I sat and contemplated my impending doom. It 
had to happen one day – I just hadn’t thought 
that my past would catch up with me so soon.

No one realises the stresses and strains of 
academic life. Oh yes, they see us all in our ivory 
towers and think we’re immune to the foibles and 
failures of Jack Everyman, but after all, I’m only 
human. I had… things I regretted. Things I hoped 
wouldn’t come calling, today of all days.

I checked my desk planner. It has a picture of a 
kitten on it. Theoretically, we’re supposed to use 
the online one, but I’ve always said, keep a low 
profile. For a guy who owes as many favours  
as I do, you want to be off the grid as much  
as possible.

Scholarship Advisory Meeting, the planner read, in 
a shaky hand. It had been a colleague’s birthday 
when I wrote it, and I’d been under the influence 
of a cupcake-induced sugar bender. 

I swore. In Latin. After all, six years of the damned 
language must be good for something.

I made my way to the meeting room with a heavy 
heart, racing mind and muddy shoes. Scholarships 
Committee meetings are usually a blast: we sit 

around deciding how the University’s 
money will be eked out to our 

best and brightest; a nice mix 
of charity and parsimony. 

But today I couldn’t look 
forward to the meeting.  

I knew He was going  
be there.

And there He was, 
sitting at the head of 
the table. I tried to 
make a beeline for 
the other end, but 
dammit, we’d made 

eye contact, and he 
was already patting 

the chair next to him in 
an inviting way.

I slid, reluctantly, into 
the proffered chair. “Hullo, 

Michael,” I muttered.

“How many times do I have to tell 
you? Call me Mike,” he said charmingly. 

“Have you thought any more about our little 
discussion?”

I groaned inwardly. No chance he’d forget about 
our “little discussion” from last week – Mike was a 
man obsessed. I took a deep breath. “Look Mike… 
I’m terribly busy at the moment… reviewing three 
articles, working on my PhD, you know, don’t 
really have time to –”

He held up a hand. “No excuses. I’ll see you at 
seven. Believe me, everyone has a champion 
inside him!”

I gazed at the meeting agenda in despair. How had 
I gotten myself signed up to the Squashbucklers, 
an obsessive team of racket-wielding academics 
who said things like “jolly good game” and “what-
ho!”? “How did you know where my office was, 
anyway?” I tended to keep a low profile, especially 
with regard to sports-obsessed colleagues.

Mike looked confused. “I don’t know where  
your office is. But that reminds me, what’s your 
home phone number? Just in case the squash 
team decides to go on a dawn training run  
this weekend.”

Thankfully, the meeting was called to order before 
I had to divulge the information.

As I wandered out of the meeting, my thoughts 
returned to the ominous note. So Steel-Abs Mike 
hadn’t dropped it by… who had?

I looked up at the hall clock and swore. I was 
running late for my Legal History lecture. They’re 

a good bunch of students, really, just having 
difficulties distinguishing their King Georges 
from their King Charleses. And their Restoration 
from their Reformation. And occasionally, their 
Americas from their Europes.

Happily, we got through the lecture with few 
hiccups. There was a sticky moment when one 
student thought that William of Orange invented 
the juice-press, but by the end of the hour I 
thought the students had a pretty good handle on 
Law, Democracy and Everything.

As I was leaving the lecture theatre, the Head 
of School Rhys Gallahad, glided up to me. “Ah, 
Sascha,” he said, with the same smile a surfer 
sees just before his board is bitten clean through. 
“Let’s walk and talk.”

My heart sank. Now I knew what the note was 
about. In a moment of weakness, I’d agreed to 
take on the newly-formed barbeque-and-cupcake 
committee. It was designed to bring the staff of 
the Law School together, but within a week I was 
dealing with a macaron faction that threatened to 
tear the faculty apart. In truth, I’d been avoiding 
any ketchup or baking-related thoughts for weeks. 
“Look, I know that I haven’t reported back to you 
about the merits of the local butcheries –“

Rhys held up a hand. “Sadly, that will no longer be 
necessary. The barbecue-and-cupcake committee 
has been so popular that the Chancellor himself 
has volunteered to run the thing. I’m sorry, but 
you’re out.”

I assumed what I hoped was a crestfallen 
expression. “Is that why you left the note in my 
office?” I asked. A funny way to fire a man, signing 
a note with barbecue sauce.

Rhys frowned. “Note? Wasn’t my note.” And then 
he was off, no doubt to trouble-shoot at some 
lofty height I could only imagine.

Back at the office, I had another look at the note, 
and contemplated a life where I 
didn’t owe anyone anything. 
I supposed that was what it 
was like working outside a 
university.

Putting on my LLM-
Director’s hat, I checked 
the new Masters 
applications.  
They all looked pretty 
good, especially one lad. 
He’d gotten straight A's 
in his undergraduate 
degree, and looked 
to be a sterling 
all-rounder, having 
competed in the 2008 
Winter Olympics. On 
top of that, his uncle 
was a Prince, recently (and 

Diary of a Law School Academic
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School of Law continues 
to produce graduates 
of olympian stature
The achievements of recent top law graduates, 
Janet Dick (2010) and Amanda Mitchell (2011) were 
proudly celebrated on Friday 14th September 
2012 when the School of Law held a function in 
conjunction with the Canterbury/Westland branch 
of the New Zealand Law Society to present the 
Gold Medal in Law for the previous two years. 

The gold medal, which was presented by Rachel 
Dunningham as President of the Society, is 
awarded annually to the best student graduating 
LLB. The award is made based on the student’s 
work and examination marks during the whole of 
his/her degree. 

Acting Head of the Law School, Dr Chris Gallavin, 
addressed the gathering, which included law 
school staff and alumni, family and friends of the 
recipients and members of the legal local legal 
fraternity. Dr Gallavin warmly paid tribute to Janet 
and Amanda for their achievements and noted 
the great pride that the School takes in its Gold 
Medal graduates. Both recipients responded with 
heartfelt thanks and expressions of gratitude to 
the School. Janet, for whom the celebration had 
been delayed due to the earthquakes, is currently 
completing a two year appointment as Judges 
Clerk in New Zealand’s highest court, the Supreme 
Court, where she is Clerk to Justice John McGrath. 
She will follow this with a six month position 
with Crown Law. Amanda is a member of the 
Commercial Law team in one of New Zealand’s 
leading law firms, Russell McVeagh. 

The Harvard LLM Programme
(Natasha Caldwell reports on a year spent 
studying in the US)

I recently graduated with an LL.M after a 
year at the Harvard Law School which was a 
really fantastic experience. The Harvard LL.M 
programme is extremely diverse in nature, 
comprising approximately 180 students from 
around 70 different countries, and friends are 
made from all over the globe. The LL.M students 
at Harvard Law School complete their classes 
alongside the J.D students, meaning that LL.M 
students are offered a very extensive selection 
of courses. The actual delivery of courses varies 
greatly. Styles range from traditional lectures 
(which are primarily taught using the Socratic 
teaching method) to much smaller seminars 
(that are often extremely interactive and lively), 
to reading groups for course credits (which are 
essentially just like book-clubs that cover readings 
for different areas of law). The Harvard Law School 
also offers a very strong clinical programme for 
law students, providing LL.M students with the 
opportunity to gain practical experience in many 
different fields. I really enjoyed and valued being 
able to take a wide range of different courses, 
and these included both seminars and clinics 
alongside the more traditional lectures. 

Being a student at Harvard also means there is 
the benefit of hearing a wide array of stimulating 
guest speakers and lecturers, and multiple 
lunchtime talks were offered on a virtually daily 
basis. The Law School also ensures the LL.M 
students experience all aspects of American 
student life by organising events such as 
Thanksgiving Dinner, Halloween and Election 
night parties and trips to watch sports events 
such as the Red Sox games at Fenway Park in 
Boston. All in all, I had a very rewarding year and 
feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity 
both to learn from so many incredible teachers 
and to make many great friends. 

Graduate News Desk

wrongly) deposed by his country’s new regime. But 
happily, this lad hadn’t let his misfortunes get him 
down – he was even offering to send his fees via 
money order. And if I cashed it for him, he would let 
me keep a percentage! Of course I wasn’t going to, 
but on an academic’s salary, the thought was nice.

As I was replying with my address, there was a 
knock at the office door.

My hand froze over the Enter key. The knock had 
a certain quality – the sound of Fate coming to 
call. My eyes flew to the forgotten note beside me. 
Sascha – today’s the day. I’ll be seeing you.

The knock came again. Whoever it was, they knew 
I was in. 

I cleared my throat. “Who is it?” I asked in a 
strangled voice.

And then the door opened. And in she walked.

“So here we are,” I say.

“Here we are,” she agrees. “You know why I’m 
here, Sascha.” She sits down in the chair I use 
for students. It’s the kind of move that needed a 
saxophone playing in the background. But that’s 
the Newsletter Editor for you. All class – and not a 
lady you can argue with. 

“I guess you’re after that column I was supposed to 
write,” I manage. “A Day in the Life of an Academic.”

She tips her head in assent. “You got my note, 
then.”

I should have known it was from her. It was the 
identical shade of Cabernet Sauvignon that she 
favoured with dinner. 

I look about desperately. All I have are the notes I’ve 
scribbled throughout the day. “Umm, it’s in a bit 
of a rough shape,” I say, grabbing a handful of the 
notes and shoving them at her.

The Editor takes them with a sigh. “I suppose it will 
have to do.”

And that’s it. She turns, walks out of my office and 
out of my life. 

Until the next deadline, that is.

Sasch Mueller

Sascha Mueller

Janet Dick and Amanda Mitchell Natasha Caldwell
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As in past years, the UC 
competitions season extended 
over terms one and two. 

The sponsoring law firms gave generously once 
again and the students who competed gained 
invaluable experience and developed further 
skills not only crucial to lawyering but also very 
useful for any career. This year Fran Chapman 
and Nicky Wynne served as LAWSOC’s Comps 
Officers and they have continued the fine 
tradition of enthusiastic and committed students 
who work tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure 
all the competitions run well. I would like to 
acknowledge their efforts and indeed the efforts 
of all the students who helped to set up rooms, 
keep time in moots, act as clients for interviewing 
or as witnesses for witex. 

The winners were:

Duncan Ballinger  
Judges’ Cup for Best Mooter School of Law Bell 
Gully Mooting (Open competition)

Cyrus Campbell  
Law Faculty Trophy for Junior Mooting 

Blake Carey  
Dean’s Book Token Award for best first-time 
mooter

Sean Maskill and Andrew Holland  
Buddle Findlay Negotiation Competition

Benjamin Ching 
Minter Ellison Rudd Watts Witness Examination 
Competition

Ruth Williams and AJ Ekmescic  
Russell McVeagh Client Interviewing Competition

Once again over 35 practising lawyers and faculty 
members took to the moot bench or judging 
panel for the UC competitions. I would like to 
thank all the comps judges who so willingly 
give up many hours to make the competitions 
so successful. I would like to acknowledge, in 
particular, Justice Fogarty, Rachel Dunningham 
(NZ Law Society branch President), Simon Ladd 
(Bell Gully) and our Dean (Dr Gallavin) who judged 
the open moot final and Professor Liz Toomey and 
Ms Arpana Raj (Raymond Donnelly) who judged 
the junior final. 

The winners of the Negotiation, Client 
Interviewing and Witness examination 
competitions went on to represent Canterbury 
at the Australasian Law Students’ Association 
conference competitions in Perth, Western 
Australia. Duncan Ballinger and Andrew Pullar 
represented UC in the ALSA Mooting competition. 
Andy Holland and Sean Maskill triumphed in 
Perth to become the ALSA Negotiation champions 
for 2013. Ben Ching was highly commended for 
winning all his preliminary Witex rounds before 
being knocked out of the competition at quarter 
final stage. All the winners of the UC competitions 
went on to represent Canterbury at the New 
Zealand Law Students’ Association conference 
held in Christchurch in August. Cyrus Campbell 
and Melody Zhou (our Junior mooting team for 
the NZLSA event) were our most successful team, 
only narrowly losing the junior final to Auckland.

An exciting innovation this year has seen Faculty, 
in close association with Te Putairiki, running 
a Māori Issues Moot to select the Canterbury 
representative to moot at the Te Hunga Roia 
Māori National Moots in Rotorua. Whata J and Mr 
Te Marino Lenihan judged the moot, which was 
based on the decision of Heath J in R v Mason 
[2012] 2 NZLR 695. 

Competitions 2013

Justice Fogarty and Duncan Ballinger Junior Moot final winner Cyrus Campbell flanked by final 
judges Arpana Raj and Prof Liz Toomey 

The four Māori issues mooters were Liam 
Stoneley (Ngai Tahu), Tamara Neame (Te Runanga 
A Rangitane O Wairau), Tamati Paul (Ngati 
Kahungunu/Ngati Rongomaiwahine/Tuhoe) and 
Shane Rahui (Nga Puhi/Te Roroa). Tamati Paul 
mooted in Te Reo Māori and Te Hurinui Clarke 
(College of Education) (supported by Jody Hohaia) 
was interpreter. Liam Stoneley was judged best 
mooter and represented us UC in Rotorua.

I would like to acknowledge Josh Hubbard and 
Ryan Keen from Te Putairiki and Natalie Baird 
from Faculty, all of whom have championed the 
introduction of this selection moot. We received 
encouragement and help in finding a suitable 
interpreter from the Māori Development Team 
and the office of the AVC Māori. Dr Abby Suszko 
(Aotahi School of Māori and Indigenous Studies) 
provided great coaching support to the mooters. 

The event was a pilot and we have learned 
many lessons for the future. This is an exciting 
development in our mooting programme. 

This is my last year as Master of Moots (although 
I will continue to be involved) and I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the practitioners 
and faculty colleagues who have, over the last six 
years, taken an annual call from me and agreed 
(some with enthusiasm and some following a bit 
of gentle arm-twisting!) to make the journey to 
campus to judge a competition. We can’t do it 
without you and the students’ experience of Law 
School is enriched by your constructive feedback 
and the example that you provide of “giving 
something back”. 

Simon Dorset
Master of Moots.

UC Māori Issues mooter Liam Stoneley with VUW mooters 
(Hiria Te Kauru-Green and Alaska Ratana)
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Prizes
Congratulations to Seamus Woods, who was 
awarded the 2012 Gold Medal in Law and to  
Jessica Davies who was awarded the University 
Prize for Law. The Canterbury Law Review Prize 
for best honours research paper went to Fiona 
Henderson for her paper “Mental Injury Claims 
under the Accident Compensation Act 2001”. 

The Thomson Reuters Prize in Legal System was 
awarded jointly to Ellen McClay and Chloe 
Thompson, the Duncan Cotterill Award in Law was 
awarded to Tiana Ritchie and Grace Hall jointly, 
and the Macarthur Prize in Law was awarded to 
Anna Whalan.

Other prizes awarded for 2012 were: the Anderson 
Lloyd Prize in Contract to Joshua Grainger; the 
Raymond Donnelly Prize in Criminal Law to Tiana 
Ritchie; the Wynn Williams & Co Prize in Torts to 
Rosalind Kos; and the Anderson Lloyd Prize in 
Land Law was shared by Alison Chamberlain and 
James Lester. The Ross and Valerie Penlington Prize 
in Public Law was awarded to Margot Gibson 
and Grace Hall jointly. The Duncan Cotterill Prize 
in Equity and Succession was won by Jacken 
Middleton and the Wynn Williams & Co Prize in 
Resource Management Law by Nathan O’Brien and 
Imogen Perkins.

The Gerald Orchard Prize in Evidence was awarded 
to Celia Olds, the Iain Johnston Memorial Prize 
in Family Law to Nicole Evans and the Ewart Hay 
Prize in Public International Law was awarded 
jointly to Jessica Davies and Seamus Woods. The 
Russell McVeagh Award for Excellence in Intellectual 
Property went to Shane Campbell, the Raymond 
Donnelly Prize in Criminal Justice to Aja Trinder. The 
2012 Joseph Yates Prize in Trial Advocacy was won 
by Sean Maskill.

Canterbury Law Scholarships 
and Bursaries
The purpose of these scholarships and bursaries 
is to recognise and reward academic excellence, 
all round ability and potential for students leaving 
school and commencing full-time study for the 
LLB degree or LLB double degree at University of 
Canterbury in the next academic year. 

Canterbury Law Scholarships were awarded to  
the following students beginning their studies  
in 2013: Joseph Barclay (St Bede’s College),  
Kate Jefferd (Wanganui Collegiate School),  
Grace Leonard (Hauraki Plains College) and  
Lucy Zhang (Christchurch Girls’ High School).

Canterbury Law Bursaries were awarded to: 
Zachary Barber (St Bede’s College), Vita Jex-Blake 
(Wanganui Collegiate School), George Mander 
(Christ’s College), Emily McGeorge (Villa Maria 
College), Katherine Pearse (St Margaret’s College), 
Stephanie Russell (Nelson College for Girls), and 
Harry Smit (Hauraki Plains College). The Law 
School is delighted to report that, in addition 
to the University’s allocation for Scholarships 
and Bursaries, the generosity of local firm Lane 
Neave Lawyers made it possible to recognise the 
extraordinarily high standard of applicants this 
year by further grants to Harriet Blue (Burnside 
High School), Katherine Dickson (Burnside High 
School), Holly Faulkner (St Margaret’s College), 
Sophie Maher (Burnside High School) and Briana 
Walley (Burnside High School).

UC Undergrad Scholarships 
These scholarships were established in 2011 by the 
University of Canterbury to recognise and support 
top achieving first time first year students 
commencing full-time study for an undergraduate 
degree programme at the University of 
Canterbury. The 2013 scholarship was awarded to 
Abbas Nazari who attended Burnside High School

UC Emerging Leaders 
Scholarship (Law)
The Emerging Leaders Scholarships were 
established to recognise not only academic 
achievement, but also leadership potential and 
sporting, cultural and community involvement 
amongst school leavers intending to begin their 
first year of an undergraduate degree programme 
at the University of Canterbury. In addition 
to the general Emerging Leaders Scholarships 
awarded by the University, the Law School may 
also recommend the award of a scholarship in 
Law to a student with an appropriately relevant 
background.

The 2013 UC Emerging Leaders Scholarship (Law) 
was awarded to Laura Overhill who attended 
Cashmere High School, Christchurch.

CWLA
The CWLA 2011 (awarded in 2013) Canterbury 
University Top Non-Honours Female Law Student 
was awarded to graduate Rachel Forde.

Prizes and Scholarships
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Third Parties

Law Library
On 8 February 2013, we marked the end of an era 
with the closure of the existing Law Library. We 
were very sad to lose our dedicated Law Library, in 
which we enjoyed the benefits of close proximity 
to the Law Faculty and the student body. 
However, the law building is currently undergoing 
rehabilitation to become the home of the newly 
aligned College of Business and Law, so we will 
now be providing the Law Library service from the 
Central Library.

In 1992, before the Library opened in the brand 
new law building, the following aim was outlined 
for the Library service:

“It is intended to offer increased accessibility to 
the Library’s resources through user education 
programmes, more specialist library staff, and 
increased use of computerised legal information 
retrieval systems” 

So, in fact little has changed. We continue to offer 
the same service envisaged 20 years ago in our 
new location and we are happy to see so many of 
our students using the new space and visiting us 
for help and support.

The Law collection is now shelved on levels 7 and 
6 of the Central Library (James Hight Tower) with 
K1 – KM on level 7, and KN – KW along with the 
European Union Collection and the Detective 
Fiction Collection on level 6. These floors are 
designated as silent study zones for law students, 
offering individual student study spaces with 
wireless provision and abundant power sources 
for laptop use. We were also pleased to be able to 
find space for all the student computers from the 
law building in Central Library, so now the library 
has over 200 PCs for students to use (essential 
for the use of the many “computerised legal 
information retrieval systems”).

Helping students develop legal research skills 
is still a key part of our role. We offer our Legal 
Research Skills classes delivered face-to-face, and 
now as a complete online programme. Students 
appreciate the opportunity to improve their 
legal research skills from home at any time that 
suits them and we will continue to develop this 
programme, incorporating video and further 
interactivity into the courses to ensure they are 
interesting to complete, and meet the needs of all 
our students.

Sue Johnston and I offer our legal research 
assistance from our new space on level 5, with 
the support of the wider Library team. We have 
worked hard to let students know where they can 
find us, as it is the first time that we have been 
physically separated from the law collections. 
We are available for drop-in consultations or 
appointments at any time of the day, students 
can find us in the “Help Zone” on level 2 (see 
photograph of Sue below), and we are also 
available online through our AskLIVE chat service

So despite the closure of the Law Library, the 
role of the Law Liaison Librarians and the service 
provided to students continue as usual. If any 
of our readers are interested in seeing the new 
facilities, Sue and I are available for guided tours! 
We would love to see you.

Sara Roberts
Law Liaison Librarian
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IPLS

IPLS Profs – the next step in your 
legal journey. Introducing the IPLS 
Christchurch Profs mentors

Regardless of whether they are working with an 
onsite or online group, Institute of Professional 
Legal Studies (IPLS) instructors operate as 
mentors, facilitating trainee learning, encouraging 
them to develop, take responsibility for their 
actions and ‘own’ their personal goals rather than 
applying a more prescriptive ‘teaching’ approach. 

Trainees value this approach and frequently 
comment favourably about IPLS instructors 
who share experiences, encourage a supportive 
environment and assist with the setting  
and attaining of realistic, achievable and  
measurable goals.

IPLS Christchurch instructors are:

Louise Taylor

Louise Taylor has an LLB and BA (psychology) from 
Canterbury University and an LLM from Otago 
University. Louise has worked in both private and 
public practice and has taught various aspects of 
law for the past 18 years. In addition to teaching, 
Louise keeps up to date with legal practice 
through her ongoing work for Community  
Law Canterbury.

Jane Costigan
Jane Costigan has practised in civil litigation 
for over 10 years in Christchurch with both 
Chapman Tripp and a local Christchurch firm. 
She has a broad range of litigation experience 
and has appeared in many Courts and Tribunals 
throughout New Zealand. She was appointed a 
Referee of the Disputes Tribunal in November 2011 
and combines this with instructing for IPLS.

Jennifer Goldsmith
Jennifer Goldsmith joined IPLS after a career 
in New Zealand and Australia, where she has 
practised as a corporate/commercial and finance 
lawyer. She brings a unique perspective to her 
training, having practised in-house in two leading 
New Zealand companies as well as in top tier law 
firms and a large Christchurch firm. 

Also teaching in the Christchurch learning centre 
in St Asaph Street from time to time are:

Dolly Brennan
Dolly Brennan is based in Motueka and has 
worked as a commercial litigation solicitor 
with Chapman Tripp, Wellington and Linklaters, 
London. She has also tutored at the University  
of Canterbury. 

Bernadette Farnan

Bernadette Farnan is based in Dunedin and has 
been an instructor with IPLS since 1989. She is 
currently a litigation partner in a boutique law 
firm in Dunedin, specialising in family, youth and 
criminal law. Bernadette is a member of the Otago 
District Law Society Council and jointly chairs the 
Family Law and Common Law Committees. She 
is on the New Zealand Law Society Admissions 
and Credential’s Committee and is a Legal Aid 
Specialist Advisor. 

Upcoming courses

IPLS very popular summer school offerings include 
two 19 week courses: November 18 – March 28 
and January 28 – May 30 and two 13 week courses: 
November 18 – March 7 and January 14 – April 4.
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The College offers four course options: the 
standard 18 week online/onsite course and the 
segmented online/onsite course are available in 
the five main centres throughout New Zealand; 
the weekend course and the evening course are 
only available in Auckland and Wellington.

Students can choose to undertake any online 
programme, irrespective of their location. More 
onsite options are available in Auckland and 
Wellington due to the larger enrolment numbers, 
with a smaller number being offered each year 
in Christchurch, Dunedin and Hamilton. For full 
information about our courses, and course dates, 
see: www.collaw.ac.nz/plsc

What’s New?

The College continues to acknowledge the 
achievement of its students and evolve its Profs 
Course to meet the needs of the ever changing 
legal profession:

•	 February saw the annual College of Law 
Top Student Awards: an opportunity for all 
participating to celebrate the outstanding 
achievements of the past year’s students. 

•	 The College recently launched its new format 
Practice Papers: historically a single volume the 
new papers are now split into 10 user friendly 
A4 volumes allowing students to use only the 
relevant volume for onsite and online study.

•	 The College has appointed eminent 
practitioners to the roles of Practice Area 
Specialist. These senior practitioners are 
responsible for the on-going review of the 
Colleges course material, both online and  
hard copy, ensuring that it is always accurate 
and current.

•	 The College’s Wiki: launched last year, the Wiki 
is the electronic version of the Practice Papers. 
Reviewed on an on-going basis, the Wiki is 
updated by our team of Practice Area Specialists 
to ensure relevance and timeliness. Whenever 
you log in you can be sure that you are seeing 
the most up-to-date course content.

•	 Increasing numbers of self-funded enrolments: 
more and more Study Link eligible and self-
funded students are enrolling with the College. 
A large number of our students are employed 
in the legal and accounting profession but 
there has been a large increase in self-funded 
students. This trend acknowledges our flexible 
course offerings as well as the quality of the 
course content and delivery, both online  
and onsite.

Students now have a wider choice of course 
start dates, and increased flexibility by being 
able to choose modular course options to suit. 
The modules of our courses are interchangeable 
between courses, so that course timetables can 
be created to suit your individual needs. This 

maximises your choice as to when, where and 
how you complete your course requirements. 

Visit www.collaw.ac.nz for more details or give the 
College a call to discuss your needs.

Marcus Martin 
Executive Director 
College of Law New Zealand 
mmartin@collaw.ac.nz 
DDI: 09 300 1799 or 0800 894 172

LAWSOC
It has been an action-packed 2013 for LAWSOC. 
It has also been very different to previous years. 
Working out of a new shared clubs office in 
Kirkwood Village and having a membership base 
now found on any four corners of the campus in 
the absence of a Law Building has provided its 
challenges, but has also provided opportunities. 
The goal for this year was to be fresh – to do the 
classic events well, but also to inject some new 
energy and new initiatives into the club. I write 
this piece just as Lawsoc prepares to host the 
‘Beats Alley’ stage at the UCSA Perfect Storm 
concert – three rap artists on a stage themed as a 
Mexican back-alley is evidence of us attempting 
to keep it fresh!

To reflect briefly on 2013 thus far. We hit the 
ground running this year with a very successful 
Clubs Day seeing the Lawsoc membership base 
reach over 800. This is largely testament to the 
great work of the 2012 executive, but it was also 
very heartening to see the huge influx of first year 
members this year. 

Academically, a strong focus has again been on 
the student run tutorials across all year levels. 
These having been running for 3 years and are 
now almost expected by our members. A number 
of additional initiatives have also been employed 
this year on the education front. A student tutor 
pool, made up primarily of honours students, 
has enabled many to benefit from one-on-one 
academic assistance throughout the year, while 
a drop-in room for 200 level students set up 
over the study weeks before exams has allowed 
younger students to gain quick access to senior 
students who are available to answer any 
questions. These initiatives have been driven by 
our Education Officer, Andrew Pullar. The other 
aspect to the education portfolio is student 
welfare, and Andrew is also working on a number 
of ‘wellness’ initiatives for the end of year exams. 
This is part of a wider push from the New Zealand 
Law Students Association on mental wellness and 
it is great to see some progress being made in  
this area.

In the competitions sphere, the high numbers 
of entrants seen in 2012 has continued into 2013 
across Mooting, Client Interviewing, Negotiation 
and Witness Examination. This is largely in part 
to the successful student run demos which are 
always well attended. Canterbury is very 

The summer courses not only benefit law 
students wishing to be admitted to the Bar as 
quickly as possible, they also benefit employers, 
as graduates are able to undertake much of their 
course during the traditionally slow holiday period 
as well as apply for admission to the High Court 
just 13 weeks after completing their degree.

The summer courses have been carefully 
structured to ensure they comply with StudyLink 
regulations allowing students to apply for the 
relevant loans. The course timing and structure 
also enables students to undertake online study 
during the festive season.

For more information and current calendars visit 
www.ipls.org.nz

IPLS is pleased to sponsor the Te Putairiki team in 
their quest at the Māori Moot in Rotorua.

College of Law
The College of Law is the market leader in the 
provision of Professional Legal Studies (Profs) in 
New Zealand as well as providing career-long 
education and training to the legal and wider 
professional services industry.

As law graduates contemplating the next step in 
your post-graduate legal careers, you will be aware 
that undertaking Profs is a pre-requisite to being 
admitted as a barrister and solicitor of the High 
Court of New Zealand. 

The College of Law has been delivering Profs since 
2004 and is the first choice for students, whether 
in employment or not, and employers alike. 

The College of Law New Zealand is part of the 
College of Law Group based in Australia. The 
Group continues to be the largest provider of 
practical legal training in Australia with offices 
throughout all of the territories.

About Profs

The College’s Profs course is delivered through 
a combination of an online programme (where 
you will access a wide range of learning resources 
and have the support of an online instructor), 
and an onsite programme (where you will be in 
small groups led by an experienced instructor). 
The course comprises two modules: Module A 
covering Legal Practice; and Module B covering 
Civil Litigation and Professional Responsibility. 

In the College’s Profs, you will learn practical 
legal skills in the context of the kind of legal 
transactions commonly dealt with by a newly 
admitted lawyer. You will be provided with a set of 
the College’s 10 volume Practice Papers (included 
in your course fee). These papers are an invaluable 
asset to have as you embark on your legal career.

In addition, you will also have an elective course 
option (Corporate or Private Client) that you can 
choose based on the type of client for whom you 
contemplate working. 
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excited to be hosting the winners of all the 
regional competitions from around the country 
for the New Zealand Law Students Association 
(NZLSA) Conference in late August. Canterbury 
hosts this conference once every six years and, 
like many events, our turn had to be delayed 
in 2011 due to the earthquakes. This year the 
Conference team, led by Ashleigh May, had a 
huge job organising the competitions, venues, 
accommodation, social events and judges. We are 
hugely appreciative of the many alumni who have 
volunteered to judge and also to the Canterbury-
Westland District Law Society for their help in 
securing judges. We wish all our Canterbury 
competitors all the very best at this conference 
and also the Australian conference in Perth.

Our alumni will also be very pleased to know that 
the social calendar has been more jam packed 
than ever before this year. The old faithful events 
remained. Buddy Night, Race Night, Law Ball and 
Law Camp were all sell outs. We also added a 
90’s party and a ‘Juniors Jelly Wrestling Soiree’ 
(this event is seeking sponsorship for 2014!) to 
the repertoire. Of note also was the Annual Gerry 
Orchard Memorial Cricket Match which saw a 
number of alumni come down and help the staff 
out. It’s fair to say the lecturers and alumni owe 
the umpires and scorers more than a few beers 
after their hard work to ensure they retained the 

Gerry Orchard wine cask trophy (now very nicely 
aged I might add)! 

And now to what is still to come for Lawsoc. I 
write this as we are frenetically planning two of 
our large events – the Law Revue and Law Ball. We 
also have Quiz Night, the annual sports exchange 
with SOULS Otago and Leavers Dinner on the 
horizon. The NZLSA conference detailed above will 
be a real highlight, and we look forward to seeing 
many in August (see pg 22).

Finally, thank you to all the alumni who have 
supported our club this year. Whether it be 
through sponsorship, judging competitions or 
rolling the arm over for the staff cricket team, it 
all adds a huge amount to the Canterbury Law 
student experience.

Simon Inder 
President

Te Putairiki
Te Putairiki, the Māori Law Student's Society at 
the University of Canterbury, has had a busy and 
productive 2013 so far. We started the year with a 
Meet and Greet BBQ for old and new members on 
the 7th March and established a relationship with 
the Howard League for Penal Reform. Stemming 
from this, our executive attended the book launch 
of Patched: The History of Gangs in New Zealand 

by Jarrod Gilbert on the 22nd March at the 
University Campus.

In term two we held a Midsessional Study 
Wananga to provide sustenance and support for 
those preparing for exams and held our Annual 
Quiz Night at Robbie's Riccarton.

In the second half of the year we will put on 
numerous social events including weekly Coffee 
Catch-ups with members and a Pizza Night at 
Winne Bagos.

We also had the seminar series. This year speakers 
included Tame Iti, Hekia Parata and Coroner 
Gordon Matenga.
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New Zealand Law Students’ 
Association Conference 2013
In August 2013 the New Zealand Law Students’ 
Association (NZLSA) Conference was held in 
Christchurch at the University of Canterbury. The 
Conference ran from Tuesday 27 August – Sunday 
1 September. It was incredibly exciting; not only in 
terms of attracting people to the University, but 
also in welcoming people back into the Garden 
City. As a Christchurch girl, I was absolutely 
thrilled to be this year’s Conference Convener, and 
to have the opportunity to show that this city is 
well and truly still buzzing.

The Conference is an annual event, providing an 
opportunity for some of New Zealand's top law 
students to show off their talent by competing 
in the various competitions at the national level. 
The competitions comprised Buddle Findlay 
Negotiation, Bell Gully Mooting, Minter Ellison 
Rudd Watts Witness Examination, Russell 
McVeagh Client Interviewing and Junior Mooting. 
We had an incredibly exciting line-up of judges for 
both the preliminary rounds, and the final rounds, 
including Justice William Young and Justice French 
in the Open Mooting, and Judith Ablett–Kerr, QC 
in Witness Examination. There was no doubt that 
it was a tough battle between the students in 
their respective competitions. 

The students also enjoyed a range of social 
events, including the Canterbury Law Faculty 
Opening Night Dinner, the Wynn Williams Quiz 
Night, the Kensington Swan Break Night, and the 
Russell McVeagh Final Night Dinner. Amidst this 
there was also a rubix cube-themed pub crawl, a 
bus tour around the city and an education forum 
launching NZLSA’S Mental Wellness Guide Book. 
Needless to say it was a whirlwind week for all 
those involved. 

For the practitioners and academics who 
graciously gave of their valuable time to judge, 
thank you for your involvement in the best NZLSA 
Conference to date. Your expertise and knowledge 
is immensely appreciated by all those involved, 
but most of all the competitors who benefited 
from your advice and direction. 

Ashleigh May 
NZLSA Conference Convener 2013 
0272151595

Out of sight, out of mind

Thomas Harre
Out of sight, out of mind: human rights 
abuses flourish when no-one is looking. This 
has particular relevance to the issue of human 
trafficking on board commercial fishing vessels 
– a crime that takes place beyond the horizon 
in a jurisdictional black hole. Although the New 
Zealand government has been aware of problems 
on board these vessels for over a decade, it is 
only recently that the general public has been 
informed.

I have always been motivated by a passion for 
human rights. Most recently, I have focussed this 
passion on human trafficking for forced labour on 
board vessels in the world’s fishing industries.

My LLM thesis looked at the New Zealand 
government’s response to a set of facts that 
appear to demonstrate the existence of human 
trafficking for forced labour in New Zealand's 
fishing industry. This was a topic that had not 
previously been studied in an academic context, 
and so finding information was challenging to say 
the least.

My research involved a lot of digging up of 
information about a topic which is inherently 
hidden. Large commercial organisations can 

utilize complex legal structures to create a façade 
of legality for fishing operations. Some vessel 
operators appear to have exploited foreign labour 
in New Zealand’s territorial waters for more than 
two decades. My thesis set out a case study of 
a commercial fishing operation in New Zealand 
which appears to support these allegations, 
and points to the possible existence of human 
trafficking for forced labour in New Zealand’s 
territorial waters.

Drawing from international best practice, I also 
put together a list of criteria that can be used 
to assess the response of a state – in this case 
New Zealand – to the issue of human trafficking 
for forced labour. I found that in contrast to the 
picture painted by the government, New Zealand 
does not measure up to these standards in some 
aspects. 

I like to use two quotes to illustrate this point. The 
first is from an Indonesian crew member who was 
working on board a foreign charter vessel in New 
Zealand waters. He said: "We are slaves because 
normal employees have a voice, but we do not. … 
In the old days slaves were paid and chained, now 
we are paid and trapped… but we are worse than 
slaves." The second is from the New Zealand police 
in relation to claims of human trafficking: “[It’s] 
nothing more than workplace bullying.”

During my research I started working with the 
New Zealand-based NGO Slave Free Seas (www.
slavefreeseas.org). This is a group of lawyers 
and business people with practical experience 
in fighting human trafficking who are working 
to provide remedies for victims of forced labour 
in fishing industries around the world, and hold 
accountable through legal mechanisms those 
who are perpetrating the offences.

This is really exciting and cutting-edge work 
– Slave Free Seas is the only organisation world-
wide with this focus, and the work we are doing is 
ground-breaking. In partnership with LexisNexis, 
we are developing a legal “toolkit” that will 
help organisations fighting slavery at sea in 
jurisdictions around the world to obtain justice for 
victims of human trafficking through legal means.

For me personally, this is a great opportunity 
to put my legal skills to use in a field that I'm 
passionate about. Although the New Zealand 
government has now begun to tackle this issue 
in our territorial waters, the problems are not 
limited to New Zealand, but are global in scope. 
In 2014 I want to start a PhD, exploring ways that 
the law can be used to achieve justice for victims 
of human trafficking in jurisdictional black holes 
around the world. 

Thomas Harré 
July 2013

From left to right: Thomas Scott, Camille Warnaar, Rebecca Maynard, Wathsala Ponnamperuma, Ashleigh May,  
Francesca Chapman, Nicky Wynne, James Lester 
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The Grate Escape
Life in our temporary digs has proven to be not 
without its hazards and, dealing as they do on a 
daily basis with students and staff, Law School 
administrators have become adept at dealing 
with unexpected problems. So when one of the 
administrators got the heel of her shoe firmly 
wedged in a drainage grate at the entrance to 
the main office, the solution was obvious. Shoe 
and grate were both promptly removed to the 
Dean’s office where kiwi ingenuity and a forceful 
application of higher authority led to a prompt 
reinstatement of the status quo ante.

Only a few weeks earlier HRH the Duchess of 
Cambridge had found herself in an identical 
predicament. Her husband and the Irish Guards 
provided useful advice, but little constructive 
help, and the Duchess was also left to resolve the 
problem herself. It is reassuring to have English 
precedent confirmed.  

Eminent Law School Visitor
Speaking of Royalty, the School of Law has been 
honoured in 2012–2013 by regular visits by Ben 
Pryor, Lynne Taylor’s new son. Lynne has been on 
maternity leave in the last year. 

The photo below shows Lynne, her children  
Robert and Anna (back row) and new arrival,  
Ben in the front row. Ben has already attended 
many Law School meetings with his proud mum 
and has perfected the art of waving to try and  
get attention.

Break-in at Law HoD’s Office
Put it down to the pressure of the job and kiwi 
ingenuity; back in February, at the end of a 
long hot day, the Law School’s new Head of 
Department was leaving for a meeting when he 
realised he had locked his keys in his room. 

Calling for the University’s security service to 
assist was just a little too straightforward for 
someone whose job description calls for him to 
take charge of problems and show leadership and 
ingenuity in their resolution.

When interviewed, he declined to elaborate on 
where he had learned his housebreaking craft 
but hinted that his time as a District Court 
Registrar, before he turned to legal practice, had 
exposed him to a broad experience of the criminal 
fraternity and its basic skills.

Scandalum

Ben waves behind Christian Riffel while David Rowe and 
Natalie Baird look on

Law Revue 2013, David Round, Ursula Cheer, Sascha Mueller, 
Cynthia Hawes

Law Revue 2013
A small but very select group of staff took part in 
the Law Student Revue in August 2013. The Staff 
skit involved a story about a staff flat back in the 
old days, in which the flatmates discussed their 
jobs as construction workers, teachers and army 
and police personnel. Remarkably, the skit ended 
with staff performing an adapted version of the 
song, ‘YMCA’. The skit was greeted with the usual 
screams and howls of adoration, and lots  
of clapping, which then stopped. 
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Dean Takes up Ancient Academic Art
Dean Chris Gallavin is not only skilled in the 
arts of breaking and entering. In November 
2012, Chris travelled to Oamaru to take part in 
a pipe-smoking competition. After some tense 
early rounds in which things got a bit ‘heated’, 
he eventually ‘smoked’ out the competition to 
emerge the winner on the day, and is now the 
holder of a rather dubious trophy! 

Professor in Winning Celebrity  
Debate Team
In September 2012, Ursula Cheer took part in 
the Great Crime Debate for the Press Books and 
Beyond week in Christchurch. Ursula’s fellow team 
members were Lianne Dalziel, MP and Michael 
Rothbottom, Australian crime writer. The opposing 
team was made up of lawyers Chris McVeigh and 
Jonathan Forsey, and Dunedin crime writer Vanda 
Symon. Speaking on the topic, ‘That women are 
the deadlier of the species’, the Dalziel, Cheer and 
Rothbottom team was judged the winner on an 
audience vote. Ursula’s speech was about the 
literary masterpiece, ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’.

Annual Staff/Student Cricket Match
Yes, early in 2013, the staff won yet again, with no 
need to rely on manipulation of the rules. Below, 
John Burrows and Natalie Baird look on while 
waiting to bat.  

Constitutional Review 
In May 2013, the Law School hosted a meeting 
of the Constitutional Advisory Panel, lead by 
Emeritus Professor John Burrows QC and Sir 
Tipene O’Regan. This was a public meeting in 
which the panel members and others shared 
views on the Constitution Conversation project 
currently being carried out by government. The 

presentation was very well attended. Other 
speakers included lawyers Jared Ormsby and 
Rachel Dunningham. The meeting was chaired by 
Professor Philip Joseph, and organised by Natalie 
Baird and John Caldwell.

Judge cited 
New Zealand judge and Canterbury alumnus 
Arthur Tompkins turned out to be an unknowing 
contributor to Dan Brown’s latest best seller, 
Inferno.

Hamilton based Judge Tompkins teaches a 
course every year on Art in War at the Summer 
Masters Programme in International Art Crime 
and Heritage Protection Studies, presented by 
the Association for Research into Crimes against 
Art (ARCA) in Umbria, Italy, which he wrote about 
for us in last year’s newsletter (p 12). In 2013, 
Arthur was surprised to find in Inferno a passage 
taken directly from his own writing on Arca’s 
website concerning the “Horses of St Marks” – a 
set of bronze statues of four horses, dating from 
the 4th century BC and of uncertain origin. The 
horses were set into the facade of St Mark's 
Basilica in Venice, northern Italy after the sack of 
Constantinople in 1204 and remained there until 
looted by Napoleon in 1797 but were returned in 
1815. They have now been moved into the interior 
of St. Mark's for conservation purposes.  

Dan Brown’s leading character Professor Robert 
Langdon solves one of the book’s many riddles by 
reference to ARCA’s website and finding there a 
helpful passage (properly attributed in the book) 
which was written by Judge Tompkins. The School 
of Law is proud to note Judge Tompkins’new 
status as a literary resource.

Comings and goings

New High Court Judge appointed
Wellington barrister Brendan Brown QC was been 
appointed a Judge of the High Court by Attorney-
General Christopher Finlayson in June; the new 
Judge will sit in Auckland.

Justice Brown graduated with an LLB (Hons) 
from Canterbury in 1976 and, after a term as law 
clerk at Brockett Cameron & Co in Christchurch, 
joined the Wellington firm of Bell Gully as a 
solicitor, becoming a partner in 1982. In 1992 he 
commenced practice as a barrister sole and was 
appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1997, specialising 
in intellectual property law, competition law, 
taxation and Treaty of Waitangi issues. In 2000 he 
was counsel assisting the Royal Commission on 
Genetic Modification, and appeared for the Crown 
in the Wai 262 claims regarding indigenous flora 
and fauna.

Great crime debate winning team
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New District Court Judge appointed
Congratulations also to alumnus Rob Ronayne 
on his appointment earlier this year as a Judge of 
the District Court. Judge Ronayne graduated in 
1978 and worked briefly in general conveyancing 
for a small Auckland firm before starting practice 
exclusively in litigation with East Brewster at 
Rotorua. In 1998, he became a partner and crown 
prosecutor at Tauranga’s office of the Crown 
Solicitor, Ronayne Hollister-Jones Lellman. Judge 
Ronayne has been appointed with a jury warrant 
and will sit in Auckland

New Appointment to the  
Waitangi Tribunal
Nicholas Davidson QC has plenty of reasons 
to remember Christmas 2012. Not only did he 
celebrate twenty-five years practice at the Bar, but 
on Christmas Eve the Minister of Māori Affairs, the 
Hon Dr Pita Sharples, announced that he had been 
appointed to the Waitangi Tribunal. This put Nick 
in the happy position, as one commentator put 
it, that he could “both appear as counsel in the 
Waitangi Tribunal and then issue a decision in the 
same case, always a useful tool for an advocate.” 

Nick comes to his position on the Tribunal with 
a measure of judicial experience, having held a 
number of quasi-judicial roles in rugby, cricket 
and football; he is a member of the International 
Cricket Council Code of Conduct Commission, 
Deputy Chair of the New Zealand Sports Disputes 
Tribunal 2003–2011 and has been a Commissioner 
for New Zealand Cricket since 1995; he is also a 
“Super Rugby” franchise(SANZAR) judicial officer. 

Although he participated as Counsel in a number 
of high profile cases over the years, Nick is 
probably best-known at present for his part 
in the Pike River Royal Commission where he 
represented the West Coast families of those 
who died in the Pike River Mine explosion. None 
familiar with those proceedings can have failed 
to be impressed by the considerable empathy he 
showed to those affected by the tragedy and his 
very genuine personal interest in the plight of  
the families.

ONZM for John Burrows QC
We are pleased to note that Emeritus Professor 
John Burrows was made an Officer of the New 
Zealand Order of Merit (ONZM) in the 2013 
Queen’s Birthday Honours for services to law and 
education. John taught law at Canterbury from 
1962 to 2007. He was Head of Department and 
Dean of the Law Faculty between 1980 and 1986, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University from 1992 
to 1998 and Deputy-Vice-Chancellor from 1999 to 
2000. He was highly regarded by students and 
colleagues for not only his administrative skills 

but also for his lecturing, which the University 
acknowledged in 2002 by awarding him its first 
Teaching Medal. 

John retired from teaching in 2007 to become 
a commissioner at the New Zealand Law 
Commission; during his time at the Commission 
he led reviews of New Zealand’s tribunal 
framework, the organisation of statute law, the 
Privacy Act and the Official Information Act. 
He is currently co-chair of the New Zealand 
Constitutional Advisory Panel.

New QCs
In May the Attorney-General, Chris Finlayson, 
announced the appointment of 26 new Queen’s 
Counsel. One-third are Canterbury graduates 
to whom we offer our hearty congratulations, 
especially John Pike and Peter Watts who were 
appointed under the Royal Prerogative in 
recognition of their extraordinary contribution 
to the law. John graduated LLM(Hons) from 
Canterbury in 1971 joining the Department of 
Justice and then Crown Law. He was appointed 
Deputy Solicitor-General in 2006 and General 
Counsel in 2007. John has appeared for the 
Crown in over 1500 Court of Appeal cases and has 
appeared before the Privy Council 18 times. Peter 
graduated LLB(Hons) and was also the Canterbury 
District Law Society Gold Medallist in 1971. He is 
now an Auckland Barrister and professor of law at 
Auckland University who is one of New Zealand's 
leading academic lawyers and is well-known for 
his broad expertise in commercial law and his 
extensive publications, particularly in agency law, 
company law, equity, the law of restitution, and 
insolvency law.

Other Canterbury graduates appointed as Queen 
Counsel were:

Jonathan Eaton (graduated 1986) joined 
the Christchurch firm Cunningham Taylor 
before travelling overseas. Jonathan joined 
the independent bar in 1998 and established 
Bridgeside Chambers in 2006. Jonathan’s 
specialist area of expertise is criminal law and 
evidence and he is a member of the NZ Armed 
Forces Courts Martial Panel.

Philip (Pip) Hall (1971) joined the then Christchurch 
firm of McClelland Wood Mackay & McVeigh 
where he became a partner in 1974. He joined the 
independent bar in 1998 specialising in the areas 
of criminal law, defamation, relationship property, 
Tribunals and coronial inquests. Philip is Judge of 
the Court Martial of New Zealand.

Christine Meechan (1985) joined the then 
Auckland firm of Heaney, Jones & Mason before 
joining Bell Gully Buddle Weir, becoming a partner 
in that firm in 1995. She joined Bankside Chambers 
in 2008 and specialises in the areas of insurance, 
construction and general commercial litigation

Daniel McLellan (1987) joined the firm Heaney 
Jones/Jones Fee in 1987 becoming a litigation 
partner in 1993. Daniel joined the independent 
bar in 2004 where he specialises in media law, 
insurance and other commercial litigation.

Justin Smith (1980) joined Christchurch firm Lane 
Neave before moving to Luke Cunningham & Clere 
in Wellington. He has been a partner in the firms 
Kensington Swan & Russell McVeagh and joined 
the independent bar in 2007. Justin is a general 
commercial litigator particularly in the areas of 
securities, energy, judicial review, fair trading, the 
Commerce Act and resource management.

Terence Stapleton (1974) first joined Christchurch 
firm Kerr Mackintosh & Co. He then joined 
Gisborne firm Nolan & Skeet where he was 
a litigation partner and the Gisborne Crown 
Solicitor. He worked in Wellington firms Brandon 
Brookfield and Simpson Grierson as a litigation 
partner before founding Stapleton Stevens in 
1994. He joined the independent bar in 2000 and 
specialises in advocacy, litigation and dispute 
resolution.

Les Taylor (1981) joined Wellington firm Bell Gully 
before becoming a barrister sole in 1999. In 
2002 he joined Minter Ellison Rudd Watts as a 
litigation partner returning to the bar in 2007. Les 
specialises in commercial litigation particularly 
insurance law and practice.

Retirement Best Wishes
In 1970, while studying for his law degree, 
conferred two years later, Robin MacDuff joined 
the public service as a clerk with the Public Trust 
Office. Several years later he joined what was 
then the Commercial Affairs Division of the 
Department of Justice as an Investigating Solicitor 
and was soon promoted to Senior Investigating 
Solicitor, a role that involved advising both the 
Official Assignee and the Registrar of Companies 
on issues arising under their governing statutes. 
So began a long interest in insolvency matters 
that saw Rob remain with the Insolvency & 
Trustee Service through the several divisions 
and transformations of the department which 

John Burrows receives his Teaching Medal
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Been promoted?  
Keep us informed …
We like to keep alumni informed about 
the present whereabouts and employment 
changes of friends and colleagues from their 
student days. Please feel free to email the 
editor (ursula.cheer@canterbury.ac.nz) with 
your name, graduation year, and details for 
inclusion in the next issue.

culminated, in 2012, in its present management 
by the Ministry of Business Innovation and 
Employment.

In the course of 42 years with the public service 
Robb became widely known to the Canterbury 
legal fraternity, and will particularly be 
remembered for his pragmatic and cost-effective 
approach to insolvency problems. The Law School 
wishes him a long and enjoyable retirement.

Relocations – where are they now?
Best wishes to Wendy Miles (1994) who has 
been appointed the New Zealand representative 
on the International Chamber of Commerce, 
International Court of Arbitration, Paris. Wendy 
is a partner in the international law firm Wilmer 
Cutler based in London. The ICC Court of 
Arbitration sits monthly in Paris and supervises 
international arbitrations.

Congratulations to Andrew McRae (1999), 
partner at Gresson Dorman & Co who has been 
appointed Crown Solicitor for Timaru and to 
Andru Isac (1994) who has joined the Wellington 
office of Gibson Sheat as a litigation partner. 
Other partnerships of which we have heard are 
Rebecca Wolt (2003), partner with Lane Neave 
(Christchurch and Queenstown offices);  
Jeremy Johnson (2008), partner with Wynn 
Williams, Christchurch; and Carl Rowling (1984) 
who has joined Tompkins Wake as a partner in the 
commercial team. Jared Ormsby (2003), partner 
at Wynn Williams, has been elected executive 
chairman of the firm.

Other changes and new appointments of which 
we have become aware include …

Stacey Lulham (2005): rejoined Bell Gully as a 
Senior Associate after completing her BCL at 
Oxford and 3 years practice with Allen & Overy, 
London

Rebecca Saunders (2003): is now Senior Associate 
with Lane Neave

Seamus Woods (2013): Judge's Clerk, New Zealand 
Court of Appeal Cricket Match

William Taffs (2012): Solicitor at Luke Cunningham 
& Clere George McLellan (2012): Associate at Chen 
Palmer, New Zealand Public and Employment Law 
Specialists

Jamie Ling (2009): Solicitor at Goodman Tavendale 
Reid Lawyers

Andrew Luck (2013): Junior Barrister at Stout Street 
Chambers

Kohan McNab (2011): Analyst at Deloitte  
New Zealand

Morgan Simes (2007): Associate Consultant at 
Bain & Company, London, United Kingdom 

Jenna Rennie (2008): Legal Advisor (Solicitor) 
at Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, London, United Kingdom/Government 
Administration Industry

George Hampton (2005): Deputy Head of Mission, 
New Zealand Embassy, Vienna, Austria

Jimmy Harris (2013): Law Graduate at Simpson 
Grierson, Auckland

Colin Fife (2007): solicitor, Chapman Tripp, 
Auckland

Royden Hindle (1982): Barrister at Bankside 
Chambers, Auckland 

Claire Brighton (2012): Clerk to Justice Glazebrook 
at The Supreme Court of New Zealand

Theon Chalklen (2012): Barrister and Solicitor at 
Anderson Lloyd 

Megan Lynch (2012): is with Minter Ellison Rudd 
Watts

Christopher Jury (2012): is with Community Law 
Canterbury

Jacob Barry (2012): Judges clerk High Court, 
Auckland

Jason Cooper (2009): Legal Officer at the  
New Zealand Law Society 

Obituary
Frederick John Shaw 1927 – 2013 

The Christchurch legal profession lost one of its 
memorable characters on May 29 2013 with the 
passing of Fred Shaw. Fred Shaw was raised on 
the family dairy farm at Tai Tapu and maintained 
a rural connection throughout his life, being an 
active and generous supporter of the Valley of 
Peace cricket club – an exclusive club at Kennedy’s 
Bush for cricketers to enjoy playing and mixing in 
the later years of life.

After attending Medbury School and Christ’s 
College Fred began studying accountancy 
but switched to law at Canterbury in 1946, 
and joined the firm of Charles S Thomas & 
Thompson, remaining with the firm through its 
various changes until his death, doing mainly 
conveyancing, commercial, trust and estate  
work. He was Canterbury’s longest practising  
lawyer (and thought to be the third longest in  
New Zealand)

Throughout his life, Fred Shaw was an enthusiastic 
player and supporter of rugby, racing and cricket. 
At school he played for the Christ’s College First 
XV and also captained the College Cricket First 
XI; he was a cricketer of some considerable skill 
and over the years earned a reputation as a solid 
batsman whom it was difficult to remove from 
the crease. In his 30s he added golf to his sporting 
interests A few days before his death at the age of 
86, he was at the sidelines for the annual Christ’s 
College versus Christchurch Boys High School 
rugby fixture, played on a freezing day so cold 
that the match was nearly cancelled and which 
reluctantly forced him to abandon the match at 
half-time and return home. Those who knew him 
will appreciate how severe the conditions must 
have been to bring that about.

Those in the profession and the general 
community who knew him will remember him 
fondly as an unassuming, warm-hearted and 
thoroughly generous man free of malice and ill-
humour, sociable, sporting and loved by friends 
and colleagues.

Seamus Woods at the 2012 Cricket Match



27

The new Undercroft at Canterbury University 
after hours is a creepy space nestled within an 
echoing cocoon of ghostly footsteps under the 
James Hight Library. Clean architecturally-inspired 
lines belie the sophistry that has unfolded in 
these hallowed halls over decades. The stairs 
lead into cloistered gloom and inside an eclectic 
group huddle close to fend off the cold stares 
of Professors who thought alcohol would be 
provided as a ward against the bitter dark of 
the night. Ursula Cheer looks on as adjudicator 
Kathryn Dalziel introduces the debate. Ursula 
organised this event and hand-picked Kathryn…  
a woman who is to sophistication as Rotorua is to 
silverware. Failure is not an option, nor is escape.

But what a bawdy night! There was 
disinformation, references to fornication, no 
libation and a complete lack of placation. Call me 
an old fuddy-duddy but in my day at university 
we would not dream of insulting the faculty staff 
to their faces. Granted I studied a real subject 
(management) at a real university (Victoria) and 
standards were probably different, however to 
hear the things Jeremy Finn said about David 
Round were shocking – and in front of students 
too! The student orators, to their credit, held their 

Older graduates will remember this as a gloomy concrete expanse of bicycle racks under the James Hight library. 
In recent years it has been transformed into much more cheerful arcade with shops and meeting spaces.

Town v Gown (7th May 2013,  
Dalziel K, hitherto unreported)

own until Kathryn advised to put them away. 
Practitioners Tim McKenzie (Wynn Williams) and 
Amy Keir (Young Hunter) contributed greatly to 
the humour and even occasionally to the actual 
subject under debate: “that a Law Degree is 
Worthless”.

The Town and Gown Debate portrays the real heart 
of Kiwi rough-and-tumble. While we all marvel at 
the larger annual debates elsewhere, with their 
heated venues and professional adjudicators, in 
the Undercroft we saw a gritty no-holds-barred 
debate where the participants gave it their all and 
got really stuck in to one-another. (It was a bit like 
rugby: sure the Bledisloe Cup is exciting, but going 
down to the park an hour earlier and watching the 
5-year-olds have a crack at the national sport is 
highly entertaining, sometimes hilarious and just 
occasionally more ferocious).

Congratulations to Ursula and team. Long may 
this debate last! I encourage the law profession  
to get behind this and give it the support it so 
richly deserves.

Jarrod Coburn
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