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I began this 
column last year 
with an account 
of changes to the 
structure of the 
School of Law. 
Since then there 
have been further 
changes. Late last 

year Professor Scott Davidson left 
the University of Canterbury to take 
up the post of Pro-Vice Chancellor, 
External Affairs, at the University 
of Lincoln in the north of England. 
Pending the arrival of our new  
Vice-Chancellor, Dr Rod Carr, the 
Dean and Head of Law reported to 
Professor Ian Town as Deputy  
Vice-Chancellor. When Dr Carr took 
up his post at the start of this year, 
he confirmed that the School of Law 
would remain an independent entity 
within the university and that the 
Dean and Head would report direct 
to the Vice-Chancellor, rather than 
to a Pro-Vice-Chancellor. This was 
welcomed by the School of Law and 
has proved excellent in practice.

Early in the year our College Manager resigned to 
join a firm of solicitors. Consequent upon this, the 
School entered into an arrangement to retain the 
services of the College Manager of the University’s 
College of Business and Economics and this was 
accompanied by a restructuring of the School’s 
administrative positions. The result of this has 
been the creation of an administrative structure 
for the School which is appropriate to its needs 
and should serve it well in the years to come.

The School continues to enjoy the benefits  
of a stable academic staff. We were joined this 
year by Debbie Wilson, a Canterbury graduate  
who has worked for some years at Massey 
University, lecturing in Law in the Business  
School there and who has completed a  
PhD through Monash University.

Since the last Newsletter we have enjoyed the 
company of numerous distinguished visitors.  
We were able to bring Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor to Canterbury as our first Eric Hotung 
Research Fellow. This visit attracted enormous 
publicity, as it should for a person of such 
distinction. Professor Martin Krygier came to  
us as the New Zealand Law Foundation 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow in 2008.

The winning of external grants has become  
a fact of life in the university world. Our staff  
have achieved notable success in obtaining  
such funding.

The School has remained as productive as  
ever in terms of publications. Professor Neil 
Boister’s co-authored book on the Tokyo 
International Military Tribunal has attracted 
worldwide attention. Professor Philip Joseph 
received the Sir Ian Barker Published Article  
Award for 2009 for one of his publications.

Associate Professor Ursula Cheer, Dr Chris Gallavin 
and Professor Philip Joseph all made substantial 
contributions to the dissemination of knowledge 
over the airwaves with their broadcasts on radio 
and television.

Steve Jukes, the President of LawSoc in 2008, went 
on to become the President of the University’s 
Students’ Association in 2009. He may have 
started a tradition in this as the 2009 President  
of LawSoc, Nick McDonnell, has himself been 
elected President of the Students’ Association for 
2010: we wish him well. Law Soc, Te Putairiki and 
PINLaws all continue to provide excellent services 
to their communities.

Throughout the year we have heard from our 
graduates from all over the world. It is always a 
great pleasure to receive news of them and learn 
about where their career paths have led them. 
Canterbury graduates in law occupy positions  
of significance, in various walks of life, right 
around the world.

As I did last year, I will close by expressing thanks 
to those practitioners who have assisted in 
various ways here at the School of Law over the 
year. We are grateful to them and look forward to 
their continued involvement with us.

I send best wishes to all of our alumni. Wherever 
you are, keep in touch with us. We are proud of 
our graduates.

From the Dean

From the Editors
The fact that this 16th edition of the University 
of Canterbury School of Law Newsletter is a 
little later than usual reflects what a busy and 
industrious year 2009 has been. 

Once again, staff at the Law School have 
continued to excel at what they do best – 
teaching, research and administration. 

Your Newsletter this year follows the familiar 
format, with reportage of continuing 
achievements by alumni, students and staff, 
both in New Zealand and overseas. We also 
bring you news of further publications, 
conferences, seminars, consultations, and 
the continuing efforts of staff to fulfill their 
roles as critic and conscience of society. Of 
particular note is the article by Karen Scott 
about her trip to the Sub-Antarctic which is 
illustrated by stunning photographs taken 
by Karen. There are also items of gossip and 
comedy, as well as one or two birth notices.

The cover this year features the pathway 
behind the music building during the brief 
two weeks when it bursts into breathtaking 
blossom at the start of spring. This is a 
scene many will remember as signaling 
the end of winter at the University (and, 
contemporaneously, the impending approach 
of exams!)

Once again, we are extremely grateful for 
the many fascinating contributions you, our 
alumni, have made to this publication.

Inevitably, we seek contributions from you all 
for next year’s edition. Tell us about yourselves 
and your continuing careers and lives, whether 
in New Zealand, or offshore.

Contact Liz or Ursula at email: 
Ursula.Cheer@canterbury.ac.nz
Elizabeth.Toomey@canterbury.ac.nz

or

Editors 
School of Law Newsletter 
University of Canterbury 
Faculty of Law 
Private Bag 4800 
CHRISTCHURCH

Fax: 03 364 2757 
Visit the Law School Website at: 
www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz/

Richard Scragg
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In 2009, we were 
very pleased to 
welcome Debbie 
Wilson as a new 
member of staff.

Debbie completed her 
LLM at the University of 
Canterbury in 2003, then 
headed to Palmerston 

North, where she worked as a lecturer in business 
law at Massey University. During this time, she 
enrolled part-time in a PhD through Monash 
University in Melbourne, Australia, examining 
the legality of domestic and international laws 
banning human reproductive cloning. Her PhD 
was awarded in 2009. Debbie’s research interests 
are commercial law (specifically fair trading, 
competition and intellectual property law), 
and medical and biotechnology law. She will 
be teaching, inter alia, Law and Medicine and 
Competition Law.

Professor Neil Boister has been working as a pro 
bono consultant to the Framework Convention 
Alliance on Tobacco Control (FCA), a global 
coalition of 360 NGOs with headquarters in 
Washington DC working on tobacco control 
from various perspectives including health and 
corporate transparency. His role has been to 
assist the FCA in its input into the development 
of a Protocol on the Illicit Trade in Tobacco, to 
supplement the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control. As a member of the FCA’s 
Illicit Trade Steering Group, Neil has attended a 
number of international conferences; has given 
several presentations, briefings, and reports; and 
has served as an expert reviewer of documents 
produced by the WHO/FCTC Secretariat in 
consultation with UNODC on the relationship 
between the proposed protocol and the other 
transnational crime conventions. Neil Boister’s 
other major recent effort has been work on the 
Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal which has seen the 
light of day as Neil Boister and Robert Cryer, The 
Tokyo International Military Tribunal: A Reappraisal 
(Oxford: OUP, 2008). This has received glowing 
praise from Michael Kelly in the (2009) 72(2) 
Modern Law Review 318-319; “This reappraisal 
of the Tokyo IMT is an outstanding scholarly 
effort and well worth the hefty price tag to 
any scholar, jurist, practitioner or institution 
interested in building its expertise in the area of 
international criminal law.” Boister and Cryer have 
also published a collection of the trials’ major 
documents in Neil Boister and Robert Cryer (eds.), 
Documents on the Tokyo War Crimes Tribunal: 
Charter, Indictment and Judgments (Oxford: 
OUP, 2008). This volume contains a lengthy 
introductory, and was designed  
to make otherwise inaccessible documents  
more freely available.

Academic Staff

Professor Philip Joseph was awarded the Sir Ian 
Barker Published Article Award for 2009 for his 
essay “The Constitutional State” in J Finn and 
S Todd (eds), Law, Liberty, Legislation: Essays in 
Honour of JF Burrows QC, Wellington, LexisNexis, 
2008. Philip published a second book chapter, 
“The Contribution of the Court of Appeal to 
Commonwealth Administrative Law” in R 
Bigwood (ed), The Permanent New Zealand Court 
of Appeal: Essays on the First 50 Years (Oxford, 
Hart Publishing, 2009). This chapter was initially 
presented as a paper at a conference held at the 
Beehive in April 2008 to celebrate the permanent 
court’s 50th anniversary. Philip also co-edited Joint 
Ventures Law, Christchurch, Centre for Corporate 
and Commercial Law, 2008. In August 2009, Philip 
had accepted by the Law Quarterly Review for 
publication in the United Kingdom an article on 
parliamentary privilege. 

In August 2008, Professor Joseph presented a 
paper at a conference on MMP organised by the 
New Zealand Centre for Public Law, Wellington. 
His revised paper, “MMP and the Constitution”, 
will appear in (2009) 7 Journal of Public and 
International Law (in press). In addition, Philip 
presented in the annual Te Papa Treaty Debates 
series, Te Papa Theatre, Wellington 5 February 
2009 on the subject of Mäori  representation 
in Parliament; chaired the annual LexisNexis 
Public Law Conference in Wellington, February 
2009; reported on the Class Actions Bill at the 
request of the Chair of the Rules Committee (Hon 
Justice John Fogarty); presented submissions to 
Parliament’s Privileges Committee on Parliament’s 
freedom of speech and contempt of court orders, 
February 2009, and spoke to the submissions in 
March 2009; advised as a member of the New 
Zealand Law Society’s Rule of Law Committee; 
appeared as counsel in two sets of High Court 
proceedings in November 2008 and June 2009; 
and presented a lecture on Fiji and the rule of law 
to U3A (University of the Third Age), Art Gallery 
Lecture Theatre, Christchurch, July 2009. During 
the 12 months under review, Philip was also a 
founding partner of the law firm, Atkins Holm 
Joseph Majurey, Environmental and Public Law 
Specialists, Auckland-Wellington.

Professor Stephen Todd is the general editor and 
principal author of “The Law of Torts in New 
Zealand”. The 5th edition was published in June 
2009. This is a major work in a core field of law. 
He is the author of 16 of the 26 chapters. The new 
edition includes much new material and fresh 
discussion of contemporary developments. He 
is the sole author of International Encyclopaedia 
of Laws: Torts ( New Zealand) published by 
Kluwer Law International, The Hague, late in 
2008; and has also written his half of the 2nd 
edition of International Encyclopaedia of Laws: 
Contracts ( New Zealand) published by Kluwer 
Law International in mid-2008. This was prepared 
together with Professor Jeremy Finn. 

Stephen and Jeremy brought together and edited 
the papers delivered at a conference in honour 
of Emeritus Professor John Burrows QC which 
was held in the Law School building in February 
2008. The papers have now been published 
under the title Law, Liberty, Legislation: Essays 
in Honour of John Burrows QC, Wellington,Lexis 
Nexis. Stephen also wrote the introduction to 
the book. Stephen wrote the chapter “The Court 
of Appeal, Accident Compensation and Tort 
Litigation” in The Permanent Court of Appeal: 
A Celebration of 50 Years (ed R Bigwood), (Hart 
Publishing, Oxford, 2009); and an article “Tort” in 
the New Zealand Law Review. In May 2009 he gave 
an invited seminar in Auckland on “Four Cases 
on Public Body Liability in Tort” for the Insurance 
Law Association of New Zealand; and, in June, he 
organised an afternoon seminar for members of 
the legal profession on “The Law of Torts in 2009”, 
at which he presented two of the four sessions. 
This seminar was to mark the publication of the 
new edition of The Law of Torts in New Zealand.

Professor Jeremy Finn has been successful in two 
recent funding applications made to the Law 
Foundation for various projects. The first of these 
is $5000 towards the cost of publication of the 
forthcoming history of the first hundred years of 
teaching law at Canterbury. That book, with the 
working title Educating For The Profession, is to 
be published by Canterbury University Press later 
this year. The second grant, of over $85,000, is for 
a major research project into possible changes 
to trial and pre-trial procedure in sexual offence 
cases. This will include investigating the possible 
adoption of inquisitorial processes for such 
offences. Both these projects are discussed in 
further detail at page 5. 

David Round is now a regular columnist on Treaty 
issues for the Centre for Political Research. He is 
preparing articles on pastoral lease and tenure 
review law, and on the implications of New 
Zealand’s possible commitment to the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. He took part in the Law Revue, as usual. 
He has sold his Highland cattle. 

Lynne Taylor has been asked to join the editorial 
board of the New Zealand Law Students’ Journal 
and to be a section editor for the New Zealand 
Business Law Quarterly. At the request of the 
University’s Equity and Diversity Committee,  
she is preparing a report on part-time staff at  
the University. 

Over the past year Chris Gallavin has published 
a book on the law of evidence in New Zealand. 
Entitled Evidence, the book was published by 
LexisNexis in June 2008. He also published an 
article on the issue of fraud vitiating consent to 
sexual activity in the New Zealand Universities Law 
Review, June 2008. As editor he also published 
the 2008 edition of the New Zealand Armed Forces 
Law Review. He was the principal organiser for 

Debbie Wilson
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the international conference, “The Military and 
Human Rights: A duty to protect?” which was held 
in Wellington between 28 and 30 August 2009. 
This conference was particularly successful with 
scholars and military legal personnel attending 
from the Netherlands, Germany, England, 
Ireland, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. 
Chris has also been awarded a Fulbright research 
and teaching scholarship and will be based at 
Georgetown University, Washington DC for the 
first half of 2011.

Dr Nicky Richardson has written on sham 
transactions, mutual wills, trust busting and wills 
in contemplation of marriage. 

Dr John Hopkins was awarded a prestigious Jean-
Monnet grant (by the European Commission) to 
develop a specialist course in European Public 
Law. This is to be launched in the second half of 
2010. His award was only one of 20 outside the 
EU. It is discussed further at page 5. He, together 
with Sascha Mueller, will also be representing 
New Zealand at the Congress of the International 
Academy of Comparative Law in Washington DC. 
His work on Asian Constitutionalism was recently 
published in Germany as part of a collection of 
essays on the subject. 

Associate Professor Cynthia Hawes has a chapter 
in the recently published 5th edition of The Law 
of Torts in New Zealand (ed Todd). She continues 
to write in the Commercial Law area. She gave a 
paper at the Society of Legal Scholars Conference 
in England in September 2009, and checked out 
the opera festival in Seattle on the way there. 

Associate Professor Elizabeth Toomey peer 
reviewed the Law Commission’s Discussion Paper 
on a new Land Transfer Act; and subsequently 
wrote substantive submissions on it. She wrote 
approximately 50% of the 2nd edition of New 
Zealand Land Law, due to be released in October 
2009. This new edition reflects the enormous 
upsurge in land law litigation in the last four years. 
She is the co-author of International Encyclopaedia 
of Laws: Sports Law (New Zealand) published by 
Kluwer Law International, The Hague, late in 2008; 
She has forthcoming articles due to be published 
in December: “Section 50 and 40 of the Public 
Works Act 1981: Sequential Provisions” in the 
New Zealand Universities Law Review; and “Legal 
Challenges Facing New Zealand’s Burgeoning 
Sporting Industry in the 21st Century” in the Asia 
Pacific Law Review. She presented papers at two 
conferences in 2008: “A Culture Shock for New 
Zealand: The Metamorphosis of New Zealand’s 
Sporting Industry” at the Eighth International 
Conference on Knowledge, Culture and Change 
in Organisations”, Cambridge University, United 
Kingdom, August 2008; and “No Drug Test for Me 
Thank You!” at “Sport: A Political Football”, the 18th 
ANZSLA Conference, Melbourne, October 2008. 
She continues to write regularly for Butterworths 
Conveyancing Bulletin, and for Brookers Land Law 

looseleaf. She is on the editorial board of the 
Australia and New Zealand Sports Law Journal. In 
2010, she is introducing a new course on selected 
issues in the Resource Management Act 1991. 
She is on numerous University of Canterbury 
committees that take her to the four corners of 
the campus; and sits on a national committee 
involved in creating a standard New Zealand Law 
Style Guide. On Thursday evenings, she joins a 
small group of like-minded UC academics for a 
sleep-inducing hour of yoga! 

Since last year’s newsletter, Ursula Cheer has 
published two articles in the Media & Arts 
Law Review, a well-established international 
publication of the Centre for Media and 
Communications Law, Melbourne Law School, 
University of Melbourne.Ursula is an international 
contributing editor for this publication. She 
also published two smaller articles, the first 
on suppression and internet, and the second 
on the English case in which Max Mosley sued 
the News of the World for breach of privacy. The 
first was published in the Digital Evidence and 
Electronic Signature Law Review, a United Kingdom 
publication, and the second in an issue of Private 
Word, a publication of the Office of the New 
Zealand Privacy Commissioner. 

Ursula appeared on TVNZ’s Closeup discussing the 
Tony Veitch trial in April 2009 and was asked to 
talk about her work on defamation on TV7’s Media 
7 programme in June. She has also continued 
to act as a media law commentator on Radio 
New Zealand, Nine to Noon, on a monthly basis. 
Ursula made a formal successful complaint to 
the Broadcasting Standards Authority about the 
Campbell Live programme involving an interview 
with an alleged medal thief. She gave papers by 
invitation to the LexisNexis Media Law Conference 
in March 2008 and to the Privacy Issues Forum 
in August. Ursula made submissions to the Law 
Commission on its Issues papers on Privacy 
and Suppression. She also gave invited oral 
presentations on Ethics at the Australian and New 
Zealand Communications Association Conference 
in July, at the PRINZ College of Fellows Symposium 
in September, and to a PRINZ Breakfast meeting 
in August. She has been working on the 
development of a new code of conduct for  
PRINZ in 2009.

Ursula presented a paper on defamation at the 
Society for Legal Scholars Conference in London 
and was asked to chair a panel session while there, 
and gave a paper on Arts and Censorship in New 
Zealand at the International Conference of Arts in 
Society in Venice. Her paper has been accepted for 
publication in the International Journal of the Arts 
in Society. In 2009, Ursula signed a contract with 
publishers LexisNexis to research and write the 
6th edition of the leading text, Media Law in New 
Zealand, which she co-authors with Professor John 
Burrows, QC. 

In November 2008, Ursula submitted her PhD 
entitled ‘Reality and Myth: the New Zealand Media 
and the Chilling Effect of Defamation Law’. Her 
oral exam was held in July 2009 and the degree 
has been awarded subject to minor amendments 
being made to the thesis.

In 2009, Ursula acted as Convenor of a University 
Academic Audit Working Group investigating the 
role of the University as Critic and Conscience of 
society and wrote the report from that process. 
She is a continuing member of the University 
Discipline Committee, which sits to hear and 
determine allegations of cheating and breach 
of discipline by students, and a member of the 
University Mentoring programme. As well as being 
a continuing member of the Reference Group for 
the Joint College of Business & Economics and 
School of Law Equity and Diversity Committee, 
she is the Convenor of a Departmental Curriculum 
Review Sub-Committee investigating the status 
of the 200s compulsory law subjects as part of a 
major curriculum review. Ursula has also recently 
taken on membership of the College of Education 
Human Ethics Committee. She has had no time 
this year to take on acting commitments other 
than to appear in the Law Student revue, although 
she did manage to write four skits which were 
performed in it!

Administration Team
Earlier this year Ann 
Hogan, our College 
Manager, left us to join 
a firm of solicitors in 
Christchurch. Since then 
the administrative team 
has been restructured 
with Ann Kilgour, the 
College Manager for the 
College of Business and 
Economics, taking on 

our college management on a fractional basis. 

Sarah Hughes, our Senior HR Advisor, is taking a 
year’s leave from her position, and has joined us 
as an LLM student. While Sarah is on leave her 
place has been taken by Andrew Burfield. Andrew 
has a wealth of experience in Human Resources. 
In New Zealand he worked with the Otago District 
Health Board and Air New Zealand. More recently, 
however, he returned from the UK where he 
was working with the Carr-Gorman Society as a 
Human Resources Consultant.

 Margaret Ricketts has remained our Academic 
Manager, Fiona Saunders our Human Resources 
and Financial Administrator and Heather Couch 
our Academic Administrator. We have three 
further positions which we are currently engaged 
in filling. As ever, our administrators have 
delivered valuable assistance to our School of Law 
community throughout the year.

Ann Kilgour
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The School of Law hosted a number 
of excellent visitor seminars over the 
past twelve months.

They included Sandra Day O’Connor, retired 
United States Supreme Court Justice, who visited 
in July 2008 for the Eric Hotung Fellowship Lecture 
Series – (see separate article). Wayne Rumbles of 
Waikato University, gave seminar in August 2008 
on “The Law’s Reach in the Virtual Worlds:  
A New Global Jurisdiction or a Step Too Far?” 
Martin Krygier, of the University of New South 
Wales, presented on “Misconceiving the Rule of 
Law. Why Those Who Have It Don’t Understand It 
and Those Who Need It Rarely Get It” in September 
2008. Mohsen al Attar, of the University of 
Auckland also visited in September 2008 and 
delivered a seminar on “Third World Approaches 
to International Law: Moving the Centre of Legal 
Academia”. In October the Law School hosted 
Professor Don Rothwell, Australian National 
University discussing “Capital Punishment and 
Diplomatic Protection: Australia’s Experience in 
Responding to its Citizens in Brazil”, and Professor 
Jeff Berryman, University of Windsor, Canada who 
spoke about “Accommodating Ethnic and Cultural 
Factors in Damages for Personal Injury”. In 
December, Kirsty Gover of Melbourne University 
Law School gave an inspired presentation on 
“Constitutionalising Tribalism: States, Tribes and 
Membership Governance in Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand and the United States” (see Overseas 
Alumni for a detailed narrative from Kirsty about 
her career to date). 

In 2009, Professor Christopher Bruce, University 
of Calgary visited in March and spoke about “A 
Womb with (An)other View: An Economic Analysis 
of the Unwanted Birth Doctrine”. Professor 
Gregory Mandel, Temple Law School, Philadelphia 
stayed with us for a number of weeks and 
enlightened us with a seminar on “Patently Non-
Obvious: Empirical Studies on the Hindsight Bias 
and KSR v Teleflex” (see below for further details 
about Greg’s visit). Catherine Iorns Magallaes 
of Victoria University of Wellington followed in 
May 2009 and discussed her empirical study on 
“The ‘Just Do It’ Approach to Using Parliamentary 
History Materials in Statutory Interpretation”. 

James Allan, Garrick Professor of Law, University 
of Queensland; dealt with the topic “From New 
Zealand to a Defence of Originalism as the Least 
Bad Approach to Constitutional Interpretation in 
Canada and the United States” in June this year. 
Dr Duncan French, Reader in International Law, 
University of Sheffield Law School: presented 
on “Liberalising Investment in ET-ACP Economic 
Partnership Agreements: EU Priorities, Regional 
Agendas and Developmental Hegemony” in July; 
and Professor Berthold Rittberger, University 
Of Mannheim followed in August discussing 
“Cure or Placebo? The Lisbon Treaty and the EU’s 
Democratic Deficit”. Grant Liddell, Director and 
Chief Executive of the Serious Fraud Office spoke 
in the same month on “Responses to Serious 
Financial Crime: Some International Perspectives”.

Other visitors to the School of Law included 
Park Min-shik, Lee Choonsuak and Sohn Beom 
Kyu, in March 2009, all members of the National 
Assembly of South Korea. They were accompanied 
by Kang Kyung-Pil, senior prosecutor; Yuhan 
Kim, a consular assistant from the South Korean 
Embassy in Wellington; and Jong Sun Lim, a 
University of Canterbury graduate. All were 
interested to learn of innovations that might be 
suitable for legal education in South Korea. The 
Right Honourable Justice Tipping spoke to the 
visiting American Cooley Law School students in 
April 2009, and Justice Robert Crawford, former 
student of the University of Canterbury and now 
Supreme Court Judge in British Columbia, gave 
an informal seminar about his judicial experience 
in Canada in April 2009. Emeritus Professor John 

Burrows QC, 
returned in 
June 2009 to 
the launch 
of the latest 
edition of 
Todd on Torts, 
and brought 
Christchurch 
practitioners 
up to date 
with the Law 
Commission’s 
thinking on the 
law of privacy.

Visitors

Professor Greg Mandel
Professor Greg Mandel 
is a Professor of Law at 
Temple Law School and 
is now the Associate 
Dean for Research 
there. He specializes in 
intellectual property 
law and the interface 
among technology, 
science, and the law, 
with a particular focus 

on patent, biotechnology, and nanotechnology 
law. While in New Zealand, he worked on several 
projects. The first looked at regulating emerging 
technologies. This research aimed to develop a 
proposal for a new governance model to manage 
the difficult relationship between the promise 
of an emerging technology and its potential risk 
by moving the point of first governance earlier 
in a technology’s development, but enabling the 
governance structure to evolve after formation. 
Greg’s second project was titled: “Left Brain 
versus Right Brain: Competing Conceptions of 
Creativity in Intellectual Property Law”. This paper 
contended that certain components of American 
intellectual property have evolved based on 
archaic stereotypes of the artistic versus inventive 
creativity process, and that such rules can actually 
dissuade collaborative endeavors. The third 
project investigated regulating Nanotechnology 
through intellectual property rights and took the 
form of a chapter for a forthcoming international 
Handbook on Regulating Nanotechnology. The 
chapter considers the potential for intellectual 
property laws to manage the health, safety, 
and environmental risks of nanotechnology. 
Greg gave presentations at Victoria, Canterbury, 
and the University of Melbourne while he was 
in New Zealand. Interestingly, he received his 
undergraduate degree in physics and astronomy 
from Wesleyan University, and worked on NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope prior to attending law 
school. He currently teaches patent law, advanced 
patent law, and property.

Greg Mandel

Bob Crawford
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Professor Finn and Dr Hopkins 
have achieved significant funding 
successes in the last year.

Professor Jeremy Finn has been successful in two 
recent funding applications made to the Law 
Foundation for various projects. The first of these 
is $5000 towards the cost of publication of the 
forthcoming history of the first hundred years of 
teaching law at Canterbury. That book, with the 
working title Educating For The Profession, is to be 
published by Canterbury University Press later this 
year. This will be the second book-length account 
of a New Zealand University Law School (Auckland 
has just published its own book, though the 
Canterbury history has more of a focus on the 
early history of the law school.) 

While much of the book will have a strong  
focus on the development of the Canterbury law 
school, its teachers and its characters, it does  
also consider several issues of national 
significance. These include the role of the 
University of New Zealand in the early years of 
legal education, the alternative pathway for 
admission to the profession through the Law 
Professional Examinations and the changes  
made to legal education following the1925 Royal 
Commission into university education in New 
Zealand. Professor Finn suggests in the book that 
the recommendations of the Royal Commission 
need to be read in a very different light from the 
way earlier writers have considered them. There  
is also a lengthy chapter discussing the process  
of examination in Law subjects after 1931, where 
he suggests that we can only understand the 
controversies in the Council of Legal Education  
if we understand that, until the 1960s,  
Canterbury was firmly opposed to examining  
by university teachers.

The history is based on a wide range of sources, 
including archival material, published documents 
of the University of New Zealand and the 
University of Canterbury, and most importantly, 
letters from, and interviews of, former graduates.

The second grant, of over $85,000, is for a  
major research project into possible changes to 
trial and pre-trial procedure in sexual offence 
cases. This will include investigating the possible 
adoption of inquisitorial processes for such 
offences. The project is a joint one involving 
Professor Finn, Elisabeth McDonald and Yvette 
Tinsley from Victoria University and a research 
assistant who will be funded by the grant from 
the Law Foundation. 

A very substantial part of the research will involve 
identifying, from the existing literature and 
from contacting the participants in the criminal 
process including witnesses, complainants, 
defendants, lawyers and judges as well as 
interest groups, to see whether particular issues 
can be identified which have unnecessary and 

unreasonable effects on victims and witnesses. 
These effects which may limit the extent of 
reporting of sexual offences, which may mean 
that criminal trials do not operate as smoothly 
or do not produce as accurate verdicts as they 
might otherwise. It is anticipated this will involve 
close liaison with government agencies working 
in the field. There is, for example, a research group 
from the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, Ministry of 
Justice and NZ Police which is looking at some of 
the same issues. Since the grant was awarded, the 
government has asked the Law Commission to 
look at possible inquisitorial trial procedures.

The research team also wants to get information 
from a wide range of participants in the criminal 
justice process in countries where inquisitorial 
trials, in their many variants, operate.

The project will run throughout this year and 
finish in late 2010 or early 2011. A workshop is 
planned where some of the team’s ideas will be 
presented to interested parties for critique, and a 
final report will be published which will detail the 
results of the research and any recommendations 
for legislative change.

Dr John Hopkins has also received a prestigious 
grant from the European Commission to teach a 
specialised research-led course in European Public 
Law. The School of Law is to receive a Jean-Monnet 
Programme grant valued at $45,000 over three 
years to establish the course which will examine 
the constitution and politics of the European 
Union and its member states, with a particular 
focus on its relevance to New Zealand. Dr Hopkins 
believes that as the EU is New Zealand’s second 
largest export market this is not a subject that 
New Zealand can ignore. The new course would 
be at master’s level and would initially be offered 
to LLM, international law and politics students 
and those studying the new European Studies 
Master’s at the National Centre for Research 

on Europe. It will build upon the success of the 
European Union Law and European Legal Studies 
Undergraduate modules, which attract around 70 
students a year.

The award will be used to support the teaching of 
the course and various supporting activities. This 
will include the use of visiting experts from New 
Zealand and overseas. It is intended to develop 
a stand alone online or blended version of the 
module for offer to professionals working in 
the field and, potentially, students from other 
Universities both in New Zealand and overseas.

There were nearly 500 Jean-Monet bids globally. 
Just over 100 awards were made and only 20 
outside the EU. Dr Hopkins sees winning the 
award as a real coup. In fact the University of 
Canterbury won four such awards in total, which 
shows how well we are regarded by the European 
Commission which handles the grant. Dr 
Hopkins paid credit for the award to the National 
Centre for Research on Europe – with whom Law 
collaborated for this bid. He also noted that Sarah 
Coleman, the Centre’s administrator, did a sterling 
job helping with the tortuous application process.

Funding Success for Law School Staff
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A colloquium entitled Responding to 
Contemporary Challenges and Threats 
to Antarctic Security: Legal and Policy 
Perspectives was held on the 6th and 
7th of July 2009. 

The colloquium was organised by Karen Scott, 
Senior Lecturer in Law, University of Canterbury 
and Donald R. Rothwell, Professor of International 
Law, Australia National University (ANU) and 
was attended by law and policy experts from 
New Zealand (Caroline Foster, Auckland; Alan 
Hemmings, Canterbury; Joanna Mossop, 
Victoria, Wellington); Australia (Sam Bateman, 
Wollongong; Marcus Haward; Julia Jabour, Mel 
Weber, Tasmania; Stuart Kaye, Melbourne); the UK 
(Duncan French, Sheffield); the US (Chris Joyner, 
Georgetown); and India (Sanjay Chaturvedi, 
Panjab University). 

Speakers explored a range of contemporary 
challenges and threats to Antarctic security such 

as military threats, environmental threats and 
risks associated with activities such as tourism, 
the exploitation of the continental shelf and 
scientific research. Representatives from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT), 
Maritime New Zealand, the New Zealand Navy 
and Antarctica New Zealand and COMNAP 
(Council of Managers of National Antarctic 
Programmes) also attended and made valuable 
contributions to the discussion. This two-day 
event was made possible by generous funding 
provided by the New Zealand Law Foundation, 
MFAT, Maritime New Zealand, Antarctica New 
Zealand, the Law School, Gateway Antarctica 
and the International Law Group. A selection of 
the papers presented at the Colloquium will be 
published in the 2008 New Zealand Yearbook of 
International Law. A second event is due to be 
held in Canberra in 2010 and it is expected that all 
papers will be included in a collection of essays to 
be edited by D. Rothwell and K. Scott.

In August 2009 the Centre for 
Commercial and Corporate Law 
(the Centre) co-hosted a Small and 
Medium Enterprises and Family 
Business Seminar with the New 
Zealand Governance Centre (which is 
based at the University of Auckland 
Business School).

Professor John Farrar (joint Director of the New 
Zealand Governance Centre) opened the seminar 
presenting a paper about the governance of 
small and medium enterprises (SME), family 
business and the resolution of family business 
disputes. Professor Joseph McCahery (University 
of Amsterdam and co-director of the Amsterdam 
Centre for Corporate Finance, Holland) spoke 

on international developments and family 
succession, while Professor Susan Watson 
(University of Auckland) discussed the risks of 
insolvent trading for SMEs.

The seminar, which followed the Spring Seminar 
series run by the Centre in 2008, was well 
supported by both practitioners and academics. 
The seminar was very relevant for the Canterbury 
region given the large number of such enterprises 
(including family businesses) located in the 
region. Based on the positive feedback received 
the Centre is intending to co-host another 
seminar here next year. 

Haidee Leung was awarded the Centre’s Prize 
for Excellence in Legal Writing for 2008. Her 
piece entitled “Myth of the Digital Dilemma: 
Deciphering the Legal Antagonism towards 
Online Piracy” was the outstanding contender of 
the pieces of writing considered (which were all 

of an exceptionally high standard). The paper was 
supervised by David Rowe. This is the second year 
(in a row) that a student of David’s has won the 
prize - well done David!

Currently the Centre is working on a publication 
of papers from a conference run by the  
New Zealand Governance Centre. The expected 
release date for this publication is 2010. Planning 
is also well under way for a second edition of the 
Taxation Issues in the Twenty-First Century 
collection of essays originally published in 2006. 
There has been significant interest from both 
academics and practitioners to contributing to 
this work. The target date for publication is late 
2010 or early 2011 so watch the Centre’s website 
for more information.

Andrew Maples

Responding to Contemporary Challenges and 
Threats to Antarctic Security

Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law
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 Justice O’Connor said she was honoured to be 
the inaugural Hotung Fellow. She has previously 
met Sir Eric during a visit to Georgetown 
University where he donated funds for a law 
building. 

“I was pleased to meet him. He is a charming man 
and I think he has been generous with Georgetown 
and he is certainly wonderful to have supported this 
fellowship.”

Professor Stephen Todd said it was a great honour 
for the School of Law to host such a distinguished 
visitor. 

“We were extremely fortunate that Justice O’Connor 
decided to come to Canterbury and to present 
seminars to staff and students. Her visit has been of 
huge benefit to the School.” 

Professor Todd noted that during her visit 
Justice O’Connor took a full part in the day 
to day working of the Law School. As well as 
giving her arranged presentations, she sat in on 
lectures and tutorials and went out of her way to 
attend functions with both undergraduate and 
postgraduate students. Professor Todd added that 
Justice O’Connor had taken an active interest in 
who the School of Law might invite as the next 
Hotung Visiting Fellow, and staff were already 
starting to make appropriate plans.

(Reprinted from the Chronicle, 2009)

The previous newsletter briefly 
noted the visit to the Law School of 
US Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor. In this edition, we 
are able to report more fully on that 
prestigious visitor.

In July of last year staff and students in the 
School of Law were treated to a rare insight into 
the American legal system with the visit by the 
first woman justice of the United States Supreme 
Court. Retired Justice Sandra Day O’Connor spent 
a week at the University as the inaugural Hotung 
Fellow. The fellowship was established in 2005 by 
global philanthropist Sir Eric Hotung who gifted 
one million Hong Kong dollars (NZ$185,000) to the 
University of Canterbury Foundation to establish 
a fellowship to boost research and raise the profile 
of the School of Law.

After serving as a trial judge and in the 
Arizona Court of Appeals, Justice O’Connor 
was nominated to the Supreme Court bench 
by President Ronald Reagan in 1981. On her 
nomination being confirmed by the Senate in a 
99-0 vote, she became the first woman to serve 
on the Supreme Court in its 191 year history. In 
her quarter of a century on the bench, Justice 
O’Connor ruled on a number of influential cases 
involving controversial topics such as abortion, 
homosexuality and race. In 1989 she declined to 
overturn Roe v Wade, giving women the right to 
an abortion, but accepted there could be state 
regulation. In 2000 she was part of the majority 
vote that ruled that the state of Florida’s method 
for recounting ballots in the Bush v Gore election 
dispute was unconstitutional.

Justice O’Connor retired from the Supreme Court 
in January 2006. She would like to see more 
women appointed to the bench. 

“It was wonderful to be the first woman but I didn’t 
want to be the last. And I very nearly have been. 
When I retired it reduced the number of women on 
that Court by 50 per cent and I’m rather concerned. 
I had hoped I might have been replaced by another 
woman. It is not always comfortable to be the 
object of a lot of attention and as the first woman 
on the Supreme Court I was subjected to a great 
deal of media attention. But the appointment 
of a woman in 1981 opened countless doors for 
women in the United States and I dare say in a few 
other places as well. I was very appreciative that 
President Reagan decided to make that move and 

it made a huge difference for women in the United 
States, certainly in the legal profession, but in other 
positions as well.” 

Justice O’Connor said she would rather be judged 
by the value of her legal arguments than by her 
gender. “I think Justice (Ruth) Ginsburg and I 
both believe that at the end of the day a wise 
old woman and a wise old man make the same 
decision.”

While at UC, Justice O’Connor gave a public 
lecture and two university lectures in which 
she discussed the rule of law around the world, 
the history of the Supreme Court and legal 
issues surrounding the US detention camp at 
Guantanamo Bay.

 “I have had a very delightful week at the University 
of Canterbury’s Law School. I have met most of 
the faculty and have found them interested and 
interesting. I have also met with a number of 
students who are very enthused. It looks as if the 
University is functioning very well indeed with its 
Law School. A law school is extremely important 
to any university. I have found in the United States 
that every fine university is careful to have an 
excellent law school because they maintain links 
with the larger world which is extremely important 
for the university. I think Canterbury is fulfilling that 
role in a very impressive manner.”

First Eric Hotung Research Fellow

Retired Justice Sandra Day O’Connor spent a week at the University as the inaugural Hotung Fellow.
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Juliet Taylor (2004) recommends the 
island of Hong Kong.

I attended the University of Canterbury from 
1999-2003, graduating LLB(Hons)/BA in May 
2004. After graduating, I worked as a solicitor 
at Buddle Findlay, Auckland, before leaving in 
July 2006 to take up a position with Milbank, 
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP in Hong Kong. I am 
presently an associate in the Hong Kong office of 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, specialising in 
leveraged and acquisition financing.

Hong Kong is the long-time gateway to China 
and reputed to be the most competitive economy 
in the world. It is a vibrant, densely packed 
metropolis of a little over 7 million people, 
packed into an area only 60 per cent the size of 
Stewart Island. Handed back to China in 1997, 
Hong Kong nevertheless retains (until 2047 at 
least) a legal system closely based on English 
common law. From trading outpost to British 
colony to Jackie Chan film set, Hong Kong’s many 
past incarnations ensure that the city continues 
to possess a character entirely distinct from 
mainland China. 

I moved to Hong Kong after more than two years 
working as a banking and finance solicitor in 
Auckland. My major apprehension prior to arrival 
was my lack of useful language skills. Cantonese 
is the language of the Hong Kong streets, while 
Putonghua (Mandarin) is predominantly the 
language of business. I speak neither, and my 
comprehension of written Chinese characters 
does not pass beyond 30 or so of the most 
basic. Fortunately, although Mandarin skills 
are a significant advantage, there is also a need 
for native English speakers with an excellent 
legal education and quality experience. The 
commonality of legal traditions between New 
Zealand and Hong Kong can also be of assistance 
when seeking admission to the Hong Kong bar.

my marks.  As well, I had a fabulously fun year full 
of memorable Oxford experiences, like punting 
on the Isis with friends.  Overall I have had a 
wonderful time.

Following the conclusion of the course, for a 
month or so I have been working as the research 
assistant for Professor Ewan McKendrick of the 
University of Oxford on the new edition of Goode 
on Commercial Law, which is a leading English 
commercial and financial law text. By the time 
the newsletter is published, my partner and I will 
have moved to London, Shoreditch, (very trendy!) 
and I will have started work at Allen & Overy as 
a general transactional banking lawyer.  I am 
very excited to have been offered this position, 
particularly in the current economic climate, as 
the role is exactly the area I want to practise in. 

Stacey Lulham

Overseas Alumni

Foreign Correspondents

Stacey Lulham (2004) files an update 
from Oxford, United Kingdom. 
I have just successfully completed the Bachelor 
of Civil Law course at Oxford.  While the workload 
was challenging, I thoroughly enjoyed all my 
classes and had a fantastic year.  The four papers 
I took were primarily focused on corporate 
and banking law.  Corporate Finance Law and 
Corporate Insolvency Law gave me a thorough 
understanding of my past (and future) practice as 
a banking lawyer. The Comparative and European 
Corporate Law course provided a broad insight 
into the functions of corporate law. The course on 
European Private Law: Contract set the common 
law contract law rules in context by comparing 
them with the laws of civil law jurisdictions, 
which I anticipate will help develop my contract 
drafting skills in the future.  I was very happy with 

Overseas Alumni
Grace (Sim Dam) Lee (2007) has been awarded 
one of two Law Foundation Ethel Benjamin 
Scholarships for 2009. The Ethel Benjamin 
Scholarship was established to commemorate 
New Zealand’s first woman lawyer, and is 
awarded to outstanding women scholars to 
support post-graduate research in law Grace 
also received the Chevening Scholarship and the 
Spencer Mason Trust Scholarship.  
She is now at Cambridge University, studying 
international environmental law, focusing on 
climate change, and international economic 
law. She worked at specialist finance and 
corporate law firm Mayne Wetherell in Auckland 
following graduation. 

Christian Mueller 
(2004) took Media 
Law in 2004 and 
wrote his 
dissertation about 
privacy in NZ, UK 
and Germany in 
2005 as part of his 
LLM studies. 
Christian finished 
his German  
 

 
doctoral studies on Privacy in February 2009 
and his thesis was marked ‘summa cum laude’. 
Christian advises that his time in New Zealand 
attending the LLM programme still inspires him. 
Since April he has been working as a lawyer in 
labour and business law in a local law firm in 
Karlsruhe, mostly representing mid-sized 
companies. There he also uses his English skills 
to communicate with English speaking lawyers 
and draft contracts in English. He considers that 
New Zealand and especially the University of 
Canterbury were significant steps in his 
education.

Sebastian Stoehr (2009) has returned to 
Germany to begin his compulsory 2-year state 
traineeship (Referendariat), working for the 
Dusseldorf District Court.

Martin Lohmeyer (2008) reports that he has 
found a position as a corporate lawyer in 
Luxembourg. He also advises that Luxembourg 
is probably smaller than the entire Canterbury 
region in NZ. 

Martin Heite (2009) who turned his LLM into 
a very successful two year PhD which was 
conferred early this year, is working as a media 
lawyer in Berlin, Germany.Dr Christian Mueller

Juliet Taylor and cityscape.
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Kirsty Gover (1995) describes how she 
ended up in Australian academia
Here’s a question: At the end of a marriage, is a 
spouse entitled to a share of the other’s interests 
in Mäori Land? 

My classmates and I encountered this question in 
Scott Davidson’s Legal Research and Writing class, 
during my final year at Canterbury Law School. 
As is so often the case in law, this question can 
be given a one-word response (no), but the next 
question – why? – requires a much longer answer. 
In this case, an inquiry into a convoluted legal 
history shaped by numerous political struggles – 
feminism, multiculturalism, post-colonialism  
and indigenous self-determination. It certainly 
got me thinking. 

The ideas prompted by this question became 
my Honours thesis, which helped me get my 
first job; and from there a UN internship, an 
LL.M., a J.S.D, and now my current position, 
as a senior lecturer at Melbourne Law School. 
This year I’ll teach property law and the law of 
comparative indigenous rights (and try to set 
equally interesting research questions!). I’ll also 
direct a research project on comparative tribal 
constitutionalism, under the auspices of the 
School’s Centre on Comparative Constitutional 
Studies and Institute of International Law and 
the Humanities. I feel very lucky to have been 
introduced to a set of ideas at Canterbury that 
have sustained my research interests for so long. 
Perhaps it’s helpful that indigenous rights and 
governance are so complicated and slippery, 
and sometimes frustrating. One-word answers 
are never enough! The field is evolving in leaps 
and bounds, especially in international and 
transnational law, but also in the hundreds 
of local agreements and projects that are 
undertaken every day in New Zealand and other 
settler countries. 

Everyone who visits New York is inspired by the 
city and the people in it; but after nine years 
it’s nice to leave some of that high-frequency 
living behind. So the move to Melbourne has 
been a smooth one. New York is fascinating, 
but precarious, but exciting, but stressful, but 
fun. All that to say, its definitely worth a look. It 
certainly was a challenging and exciting place to 
study. I arrived there to do an LLM at Columbia 
Law School, after several years at Te Puni Kokiri 
working on Treaty policy and claims, and 
international law on indigenous peoples. There I 
met Natalie Baird (a Canterbury Law Graduate), 
also a Columbia Human Rights Fellow, who is now 
on the Faculty at Canterbury Law School (and a 
good friend). After graduation I moved downtown 
to NYU Law School, to help Benedict Kingsbury 
(another Canterbury Law graduate) to set up the 
NYU Institute for International Law and Justice. 
The Institute hosted me for the past four years, 
during the completion of my Doctorate on tribal 
membership law. Throughout I’ve stayed in touch 
with goings-on in the Treaty sector at home, and 
I was able to come home every now and then 
to teach a seminar on the Treaty of Waitangi 
at Canterbury, and work for Te Puni Kokiri and 
the Ministry of Justice on Treaty policy projects. 
I’ve been fortunate to have had such lively and 
challenging environments in which to work, and 
Melbourne Law School is certainly no different. It 
was a real pleasure to visit Canterbury Law School 
this summer, see my former colleagues and 
teachers, and be invited to write this biography for 
the magazine. Throughout my travels I’ve met and 
worked with innumerable accomplished NZ law 
school graduates. I hope to meet even more of 
you now that I’m closer to home. 

Kirsty Gover

I have found that transitioning from legal practice 
in Auckland to Hong Kong requires an open mind 
and a certain level of flexibility. To date, I have 
worked on transactions involving nearly a dozen 
different Asian jurisdictions – each with a distinct 
legal regime and presenting different challenges. 
In addition, many of the major international firms 
maintain Hong Kong offices of fewer than 30 
lawyers. As a result, working hours are generally 
long and stress levels high. 

Working in a small, open-market economy like 
New Zealand does not help prepare you for 
dealing with excessive bureaucracy, which can be 
a significant factor in large transactions in Asia 
(although not in Hong Kong itself). There is also 
the well-known Chinese concept of “guanxi” or 
“relationships”. Entire books have been devoted to 
this subject, which covers all manner of business 
interaction from back-scratching to string-pulling. 
Needless to say, you meet them all in the course 
of legal practice in Asia!

While career opportunities may have drawn me 
to Hong Kong, it is the quality of the lifestyle that 
will keep me here for the foreseeable future. The 
high salaries and low income tax rates (presently 
around 16%) allow most expatriates to lead a 
relatively privileged existence by New Zealand 
standards. Mortgage interest rates in Hong Kong 
are currently below 3%. Thrice-weekly domestic 
help can be hired for less than the cost of a tank 
of petrol in New Zealand. At weekends, there 
are numerous golden sand beaches only a short 
taxi or ferry ride away. More remarkable are the 
hundreds of miles of well-maintained walking 
trails that wind their way all over Hong Kong, 
which offer a welcome escape from the city. 
Around 40% of Hong Kong’s land area consists 
of country parks – a fact unknown to most 
visitors. For those venturing further afield, there 
are more than a dozen countries and hundreds 
of destinations less than a four-hour flight away 
offering a multitude of different experiences. 
Hong Kong offers in-town check-in up to 24 hours 
ahead of flights, meaning that you can leave 
central Hong Kong an hour before your flight 
departs and still have a leisurely stroll to the 
boarding gate. 

Hong Kong is one of those cities where you 
either stay for a short time or stay forever. I 
suspect I may fall into the latter category. I have 
grown rather accustomed to a twenty-minute 
walk to work and hundreds of restaurants 
on my doorstep. And I suspect I would now 
have difficulty remembering how to iron my 
own shirts! Ever a challenge, but nonetheless 
rewarding, Hong Kong is a destination that I 
would not hesitate to recommend to any  
New Zealand lawyer with an enjoyment of  
life and a sense of adventure.

Juliet Taylor

Kirsty with PhD students Luis Eslava, Mickael Ho Foui Sang, and Daniel Muriu.
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9.10am: Deliver Stella to University crèche. Stella 
clingy, but start her off on an activity. Pick up 
crèche notice stating end of year function will be 
put on by crèche staff for children. Notice advises 
function not to be called Christmas function 
because this might be offensive to some cultures. 
Notice further advises there will be no Father 
Christmas because this might be offensive to 
some cultures. Notice advises finally no hot drinks 
to be served because hot drinks dangerous around 
young children. Wonder if whole world going mad! 
No, just me. Feel delusional!

9.30am: Arrive at Law Building. Am no longer 
harassed, partially-dressed and ill-fed mum. Am 
now super-efficient be-suited, friendly, intelligent 
and accessible senior law lecturer. Super! Resolve 
never to have children again! 

10am: Contract lecture. Sea of early morning faces. 
At least twenty asleep today. Words disappear into 
great vacuum. Keen mature students in front row 
frowning. A good sign have just spoken a load 
of nonsense. Receive signal to end lecture after 
slamming of folders and flight of students from 
room. Still be-suited, friendly senior law lecturer 
but now totally obsessed with cup of tea.

11am: Grab cup of tea with colleagues. Argue 
with Geoff Leane about deconstructionism, with 
John Caldwell about post-modernism and with 
Jeremy Finn about everything. On way to toilet, 
alarmed by notice in reception instructing me 
not to evacuate while holding hot drinks! Déjà vu! 
Discover notice is from Health and Safety officer, 
intended to apply only to earthquake and fire- 
alarm procedures. Hugely relieved!

Return to office. Take call from uptown lawyer 
wanting an opinion. Topic is defamation. Great! 
Factual matrix is companies. Tedious! Accept 
instructions to prepare opinion anyway. Good 
practice. Am now be-suited, friendly senior law 
lecturer and consultant! Outstanding!

12 midday: Am struck by inspiration and whip off 
entry to Press Books and Beyond Bodice Ripper 
Romance competition. Am now witty and amusing 
writer ignoring duties as be-suited, friendly senior 
law lecturer. 

1.pm: Lunch: Am totally obsessed with food! Grab 
sandwich in staff room. Fight with Stephen Todd 
about right wing economics, with David Round 
about treaty issues, and with Jeremy Finn about 
anything. Am deafened by Andrew Stockley 
laughing at the other end of the room. Richard 
Scragg forced to take drastic action and politely 
ask Andrew to keep it down a little, if he doesn’t 
mind. Cynthia Hawes looks serene. Philip Joseph 
arrives with entire Court of Appeal bench. Judges 
to speak to Philip’s Public Law class. Maxine arrives 
with massive tray of sandwiches. Chief Justice 
Sian Elias lost in huge pile of sandwiches. Disaster! 
Security called to retrieve her. 

2pm: Torts lecture. Sea of after-lunch faces. Only 
one hundred and three asleep. Mature students 
in front row smiling. Must be doing ok. Am now 
thoroughly convincing be-suited friendly senior 
law lecturer. Hurrah!

Wednesday April 18, six years ago…

Dearest Diary,

6am: Woken by Amazon daughters, Alice, aged 
five, Stella, aged 3 and a half, jumping on head. 
Disaster! ‘Wake up’ shouts Alice. ‘Mum, I can’t get 
the bogies out of my ear!’ shouts Stella. Shout 
back: ‘Go away and leave me alone’. Resolve never 
to have children again!

Leap out of bed, full of energy! Mirror confirms 
am looking delightful, as usual. Whip up breakfast 
of home-made pancakes, maple syrup from tree 
outside front door, strawberries from hydroponic 
tent at end of garden, and cream from own cow, 
Flossie, who is sitting sunning herself in her 
pyjamas…

‘Wake up’ shouts Rob, POSSLQ of sixteen years, 
and (to use the language of the soap operas) THE 
FATHER OF MY CHILDREN. ‘You went back to sleep 
again!’ Disaster!

6.30am: Stagger out of bed. Avoid looking in 
mirror. Drag on ghastly concoction of clothing for 
walking dog in park. First make beds, attempt to 
dress children, fail to dress children, leave children 
in pile of discarded clothing, do exercises, and 
eat banana. While lacing shoes and finding dog 
hiding under bed neurotically trying to avoid early 
morning rubbish truck, Stella, youngest daughter, 
falls off breakfast bar stool. Ask if she is alright. 
‘Yes’ she replies, ‘but my head is winded’.

7.30am: Walk dog. Greet man with fluffy white, 
couple with big black, women with Scotty off-
whites, mad Jackie out on own, and chap with 
short and curlies. Not for the first time, reflect that 
these people should get themselves a dog.

8am: Return home. Wash and dress. Wash 
children’s faces. ‘Careful, mum’, from Stella, ‘you 
nearly snapped my eyes right off!’ Finish breakfast. 
Clean up, retrieve bags, get children’s shoes on. 
Take shoes off again and put them on children. 
Ask children to turn off television. Children refuse. 
Diversion required: ‘Alice, did you know people 
used to live in caves?’ Alice: ‘ Did you’?’ Feel my 
age. Stagger out door with children. Shout ‘Bye’  
to POSSLQ.

8.45am: Deliver Alice to school. Feel inadequate 
because cannot be ‘mum help’ in classroom today. 
Can never do this because have a full time job. 
Realise don’t actually want to be a mum help. 
All the same, resent all the notes sent home asking 
if dad can make special time off work for school 
and find time in his busy life to be a classroom 
help. Amazed so many mums in decile 10 school 
do not work outside home! Another world. Feel 
vaguely pathetic!

Geoff Leane deconstructing a wine.

Diary of a Law Academic

How to give a compelling lecture.
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used to have television’. Alice: ‘Was that when they 
lived in caves?’ Despair!

5.30pm: Take care of baths while Rob cooks tea. 
Question from Alice: ‘Mum why did you have two 
children?’ Reply something to the effect of: ‘We 
thought two was a nice number, good company 
for each other etc..’. Alice: ‘I would only have one 
child because two is too much work’. Ponder 
remarkable insight of five year olds. 

6.30pm: Teatime. Have thumping headache. Tell 
children mum has sore head. Concerned children 
ask if mum will have to go to the vet.

7.30pm: Return to University. Am no longer tired 
mum with sore head who hasn’t been properly 
vetted. Am now hugely successful Jane Campion 
director type-person. Hurrah! Run rehearsal of 
lecturers’ skit in Law Student Revue. Very rude, 
sweary parody of Lord of the Rings. All colleagues 
want to direct as well. Far too much talent 
altogether in one room. Convinced it will all be all 
right on the night! David Round rehearses once on 
own in library and is word perfect. Darling! Moi, 
moi! Thank God for all luvvies!

3pm: Have appointment in office with alleged 
cheating student. Am now worthy, kind but firm 
University Proctor and senior law lecturer. Am 
justice personified and nosey-parker. Evidence is 
strong but only manage to coax student to state 
he may well have copied in the exam, but has no 
memory of actually doing so. Suppress desire 
to laugh contemptuously. Asked by student if it 
would be better to plead guilty. Resist temptation 
to exploit obvious desire to confess. Virtuously tell 
student am only seeking truth. Send student on 
way to speak to legal counsel. Know student will 
break in the end.

4pm: Update Media Law lectures. Find entire area 
of law has changed in the last half hour. Try to fit 
405 new cases onto handout. Handout now too 
heavy to take to lecture. Solve problem by putting 
material on the Intranet. Wish once again could be 
John Burrows instead of be-suited, friendly senior 
lady law lecturer.

4.45pm: Pack up and pick up girls from crèche and 
school. Receive request to watch television. Reject 
suggestion. Say ‘Alice, just imagine, people did not 

Mucking about in the Law Revue.

8.30pm: Centennial Pool for swim. Note sign on 
changing room door: ‘Do not leave valuables 
unattended. Lockers are provided for 50c’. In 
changing rooms, read notice: ‘Warning! Thieves 
are breaking into lockers. Do not leave valuables in 
lockers!’ Now know whole world going mad! 

9.30pm: Return home. Look in on sleeping 
children. Filled with wonder. Look in on sleeping 
POSSLQ. Filled with disappointment. Never mind. 
Have to prepare two lectures for tomorrow in any 
event. Besides, have sworn never to have children 
again. Pat dog. Shower and roll into bed. Read 
through lectures. Drift off into Zzzzzzzzzzz…...

Woken by two Amazon children landing on my 
head….Wake up etc…!!!

Postscript: Ursula Cheer, who wrote this diary entry, 
has survived to become an Associate Professor. Her 
children are now 9 and 11. Rob and the dog are still 
around, as are many of her colleagues, like Chris 
Gallavin, who is now a new dad and is probably 
thinking about keeping a diary…
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Karen Scott reports on a trip to the 
Campbell and Auckland Islands

In late January, earlier this year, I boarded the 
HMNZS Te Kaha, a New Zealand naval frigate 
in order to travel to Campbell Island and 
the Auckland Islands in the sub-Antarctic. 
This remarkable trip arose from a wonderful 
invitation issued by Commander Peter Kempster, 
Inspector General of the NZ Navy, at a meeting 
of the participants of a project I was involved in 
focusing on trans-Tasman maritime security. This 
project culminated in a book (Maritime Security, 
International Law: Perspectives from Australia and 
New Zealand edited by D. Rothwell, N. Klein and 
J. Mossop, Routledge, forthcoming October 2009) 
and I contributed a chapter on Southern Ocean 
maritime security. Eighteen months after the 
invitation was issued I left Bluff on the Te Kaha 
in the company of the New Zealand Navy along 
with a number of other civilians which included 
employees from the Department of Conservation 
(DOC) Maritime New Zealand and the Royal 
Society as well as a number of journalists and 
wildlife photographers.

Campbell Island lies about 700 km south of  
New Zealand and comprises New Zealand’s most 
southerly (uncontested) territorial possession.  
The Auckland Islands are located approximately 
270km north of Campbell Island, and both islands 
were declared world heritage sites in 1988. Both 
islands are isolated, windswept, beautiful and 
incredibly fragile and support populations of 
yellow-eyed penguins, albatrosses and sea-lions 
as well as many other species. Visitors must 
obtain permits before landing on the Islands  
and these are strictly limited to around 600 per 
year. Those tourists who are sufficiently fortunate 
to visit these remarkable places are normally  
en route from New Zealand to Antarctica.  
The purpose of Te Kaha’s voyage was principally to 
deliver large amounts of board walk to Campbell 
Island for DOC. This board walk is designed to 
create paths across the extremely boggy 
landscape in order to both open up parts of 
Campbell Island to tourists and to protect that 
landscape from the impacts of tourist’s boots.  
A further purpose of the trip was to allow DOC to 
measure and monitor the impacts that tourism is 
currently having on these islands in order to 
better manage what appears to be a growing 
industry. With respect to a possible future 
industry in the region, two representatives from 
Maritime New Zealand were interested in 
surveying the coastlines of both islands in order 
to assess how an oil spill may be managed, should 
oil in the Southern Basin be discovered and prove 
viable for exploitation.

I was fortunate enough to visit three islands 
during my visit to the sub-Antarctic and to fly over 
these islands in a naval helicopter. Although most 
of the mega-herbs on Campbell had flowered 
by the time of my visit I was nevertheless 
treated to a spectacular display of giant purple 
flowers that stretched for miles. Although we 

were warned that we must keep at least five 
metres from all wildlife, no one had warned the 
albatrosses; many of whom were nesting by 
the path and were entirely indifferent to a large 
group of civilians and naval officers walking up 
the hill! The sea-lions were generally friendly, if 
noisy, but did enjoy hiding in the long grass and 

Scott of the Sub-Antarctic
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roaring at unsuspecting walkers. The Auckland 
Islands are famous for providing the location 
of the most southerly forest – the gnarled and 
twisted low-lying rata forest – which had just 
flowered with an impressive scarlet display. The 
jewel in the Auckland Islands is Enderby Island, 
which has white sandy beaches, dramatic sea 
cliffs, ship wrecks and an abundance of wildlife. 
I was fortunate to spend a good couple of hours 
wandering much of the island on my own (the 
others had gone on a route march around the 
island), spending time with baby sea-lions (as 
curious and as cuddly as puppies – also not aware 
of the five metre distance rule), yellow-eyed 
penguins and hundreds of adult sea-lions sunning 
themselves on the beach. It was a truly magical 
day and a perfect way to spend a birthday.

It is the lawyer’s tragedy that generally, it is not 
necessary for us to visit the places we write about 
or to take field trips. But I am in no doubt that 
having had the opportunity to visit this wonderful 
region I now have a far greater appreciation of the 
risks posed by activities such as tourism, fishing 
and oil exploration within the sub-Antarctic. I 
also understand much more fully about the work 
currently on-going in within the islands (such 
as that connected to the eradication of invasive 
species) supported by DOC, and the challenges 
posed by the isolation and, at times, hostile 
natural environment, to protecting this region. 
I am extremely grateful to Commander Peter 
Kempster, to all on board the Te Kaha as well as to 
the key DOC representatives who facilitated my 
trip and ensured that it was – to use a cliché – a 
trip of a life-time.

Karen Scott
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The Law competitions are 
undoubtedly one of the highlights  
of Lawsoc’s academic events,  
giving students the opportunity  
to dress up as real lawyers for an 
evening and learn practical skills  
such as advocacy and interviewing.

Interest in the competitions this  
year was unprecedented; around  
100 students were involved in the various 
competitions. First up was the Buddle Findlay 
Negotiation competition, in which competitors 
must outsmart and outbargain their opposition to 
achieve the best result for their clients. The final, 
held at Buddle Findlay’s Christchurch office, was 
hotly contested. Josh Daniell and Sarah Cockerill 
narrowly beat James Biddick and Rabindra Roy in 
a scenario involving the rights of an unwitting 
participant in a reality television show. 

Next was the Russell McVeagh Client Interviewing 
competition, which tests not only a team’s ability 
to provide answers to legal questions, but also 
its ‘emotional intelligence’. The winners of this 
competition were Julia Whitehead and Guy Carter, 
who beat Shino Hu and Perlin Soong. Julia and 
Guy went on to beat Victoria University in the 
final of the Australian Law Students’ Association 
Conference in July. 

The Minter Ellison Witness Examination 
Competition also attracted a high level of interest. 
With a ‘mock trial’ format, this competition 
tests students’ advocacy skills as they examine 
witnesses and present their case theory to the 
court. David Turner beat Julia Whitehead in the 
final, which was held in the Law School’s  
moot court. 

Competitions

The final event was the Bell Gully Mooting 
competition, which is traditionally seen as the 
most demanding competition. This year was 
no exception, as mooters were grilled ruthlessly 
about the finer points of Rylands v Fletcher by the 
judges. Those who proceeded to the semi-final 
considered whether an unwanted pregnancy 
resulting from medical mishap should be 
compensated by ACC. The final was a closely 
contested moot between Rabindra Roy and 
Melissa Sandom as the appellants, and Jennifer 
Dawson and Sarah Keast as the respondents in 
a case concerning the tort of inducing breach of 
contract. The overall winner was Jennifer Dawson, 
with Rabindra Roy winning the best first-time 
mooter award. Special thanks to the moot master 
Simon Dorset for his help with this competition

The competitions officers would like to 
congratulate everyone who participated this year, 
and thank the sponsors, judges, and volunteers 
who helped make the competitions a success. The 
support of the Law School and involvement of 
the staff who gave up their evenings to judge the 
competitions was greatly appreciated. 

Sarah Keast

Great Success for Students in the Paul 
Trisley Award, Australia and New Zealand 
Sports Law Association

In 2008, students from the Law and Sport class 
again enjoyed outstanding success in the Paul 
Trisley Essay competition. 

At its annual conference every year, the Australian 
and New Zealand Sports Law Association 
(ANZSLA) makes an award in memory of Paul 
Trisley who was a well respected sports lawyer  
and an original member of ANZSLA. For the  
award, entrants must submit a written research 
paper with a recommended maximum of 7,500 

words. The award is made to the person who, in 
the opinion of the eminent panel of judges,  
has produced the best paper. The paper is judged 
on its accuracy, originality, practical value to 
sports administrators and lawyers, and its 
academic quality. As well as the ultimate award, 
four runners-up are announced. 

Last year, the School of Law students scooped 
four of these five awards. Kiri Hill-Dunne was 
announced the overall winner with her paper: “It’s 
Just Not Cricket – Charitable Trusts Ought to be 
More Sporting”. Her paper will be published in the 
2009 peer-reviewed Australian and New Zealand 
Sports Law Journal. Kiri was awarded her prize 
at the Conference Gala Dinner in Melbourne in 
November (photo below). She received free return 
air travel, free registration and accommodation; 
and a year’s membership of ANZSLA. 

Three other Law and Sport students were 
runners-up: Fiona Aitkin, Philip Ashcroft, and 
Luke Hayward. All three have had their articles 
published in the ANZSLA Commentator. 

These successes are a huge accolade for the 
School of Law and follow a long line of former 
successes dating back to 1998. 

E Toomey

Mooting 2009 
The Law School’s annual Mooting Competition 
concluded on the evening of 14 May 2009 with a 
strongly contested Final held in the Moot Room. 
Before a formidable bench of four judges and 
a near capacity audience the finalists argued 
an appeal and cross appeal which centred on 
inducement to breach a contract and Commerce 
Act competition issues. The bench comprised His 
Honour Judge Raoul Neave (presiding), Allister 
Davis (Law Society), Mike Colson (Bell Gully) and 
Associate Professor Richard Scragg. The judges 
put the mooters through their paces and the 
Law School thanks the judges for their time and 
effort in  making the moot a challenging yet 
fair competition. The mooters held up under 
some strong questioning from the bench and all 
proved well worthy of their places in the Final.  

The finalists were Jennifer Dawson, Sarah Keast, 
Rabindra Roy and Melissa Sandom. Jennifer 
Dawson won the Judge’s Cup as best mooter 
for 2009 and Rabindra Roy won the Law Faculty 
Cup for best first time mooter in the 2009 
competition.  LAWSOC announced at the post-
moot function that Jennifer Dawson, Sarah Keast 
and Rabindra Roy will be representing Canterbury 
at the ALSA Moot competition in Brisbane in July.

Forty-four students contested the preliminary 
round and sixteen went through to the semi-
finals. The School of Law wishes to thank the 
many faculty members and practitioners who 
acted as judges and to the students who acted 
as court clerks for the rounds. In particular 
the School would like to acknowledge the 
contributions of Anne O’Brien, Barrister, who 
not only acted as a co-judge for the semi-finals 
but ran a most useful training session on 
court protocol for the finalists. The other semi-

finals judges were Stephanie Grieve, Anderson 
Lloyd, and Dr Chris Gallavin. Chris acted as the 
common judge to ensure consistency of scoring 
in the semi-finals. He sat through four semi-final 
moots, a marathon effort!  

The LAWSOC Competitions Co-ordinator 
responsible for mooting was Yoonie Park. She 
and her team of LAWSOC helpers contributed 
greatly by catering for judges, setting up court 
rooms and acting as clerks of court. Bell Gully, as 
always, provided very generous sponsorship and 
we were pleased that Mike Colson was able to 
join the bench for the Final.  

In April, after four years of sterling service, Dr 
Chris Gallavin relinquished his role as Master of 
Moots and having kick-started the programme 
for 2009. Simon Dorset assumed the role with 
Chris staying on as Associate Moot Master.  

Simon Dorset
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The UC Emerging Leaders’ Scholarships Law 
Award went to Chloe-Rose Barakat-Devine 
Baradene of the College of the Sacred Heart and 
Claire Boardman of Burnside High School. Other 
scholarships were:

School of Law Undergraduate  
Scholarship winner:

James Ralston Christchurch Boys’  
 High School

Canterbury Law Scholarship winners:

Aishwarya Bagchi Burnside High School

Greta Barkle Nelson College for Girls

Claire (Lottie) Boardman Burnside High School

Ashleigh Hall Rangiora High School

Samuel Henry Shirley Boys’  
 High School

Mei-Chien Huang Riccarton High School

Simon Inder St Bede’s College

Matthew McMenamin John Paul College

Jayne O’Connell Villa Maria College

Andrew Pullar St Bede’s College

Amber Richards Darfield High School

Joy Twemlow Linwood College

Prizes and Scholarships

Canterbury Law Bursary winners:

Benjamin Ching Timaru Boys’ High  
 School

Oliver Clifford Christ’s College

Gina Dobson Cashmere High School

Julie Hands Marlborough Girls’  
 College

Sean Maskill St Bede’s College

Sarah McLaughlin Waikato Diocesan

Nicole Mehrtens Timaru Girls’  
 High School

Emeline Mouat Christchurch Girls’  
 High School

Harriet Prebble Avonside Girls’  
 High School

Lillee Reid-Hunt St Cuthbert’s College

Jennifer Sangaroonthong Burnside High School

James Sinclair Palmerston North Boys’  
 High School

Jack Sloane Roncalli College

Anton Smith Christ’s College

Ben Twyman Otumoetai College

Dhamendra Unka Kamo High School

Harris Williamson Papanui High School

Prizes
In 2008, the Gold Medal in Law went to 
Natasha Caldwell and the University Prize 
to Rowan Armstrong. The LEADR Dispute 
Resolution Prize was won by Joseph Griffiths 
and the Brooker’s Prize in Legal System 
was won by Seamus Woods. The Raymond 
Donnelly Prize in Criminal Law went to Emma 
Ritchie, while the Anderson Lloyd Prize in 
Contract was awarded to Aimee Bryant. The 
Wynn Williams & Co Prize in Torts was won 
by Victoria Joseph, the Anderson Lloyd Prize 
in Land Law by Claire O’Connell and the Ross 
and Valerie Penlington Prize in Public Law by 
Yasmin Parat. The Duncan Cotterill Award in 
Law was jointly made to Philip Ascroft and 
Janet Dick. The Duncan Cotterill Prize in Equity 
and Succession was won by Katie Anderson 
and the Macarthur Prize in Law was awarded 
to Robyn Andrew. The Russell McVeagh Award 
for Excellence in Intellectual Property went to 
Francesca Brown and the CCH New Zealand 
Prize in Taxation was won by Tim Cone. The 
Canterbury Law Review Prize was awarded to 
Alana Messent and the Senior Scholarship was 
won by David Turner.

On 3 February 2009, Attorney-General 
Christopher Finlayson announced the 
appointment of Rob Osborne (1981) as a 
temporary Associate Judge of the High Court, 
for a period of 12 months from 29 January 
2009. Associate Judge Osborne practised in 
Christchurch for many years, initially with 
Duncan Cotterill and latterly as a barrister 
sole. The new Associate Judge is sitting in 
Christchurch.

Gerard Lynch was appointed a District Court 
Judge in October 2008. Mr Lynch was admitted 
in 1988 and was with Wynn Williams and Co 
Solicitors from 1990 to 1993 before taking up a 
position as a Crown Prosecutor, Christchurch 
in 1993 which position he held until 2000. 
Following two years with the Ministry of 
Fisheries, he again took up a position as a Crown 
Prosecutor from 2002 to 2004. He practised as 
a Barrister at Riverlands Chambers after 2004, 
predominantly in the criminal jurisdiction. Judge 
Lynch sits in Palmerston North.  

Jane Borthwick (1994) was appointed an 
Environment Judge on 11 November 2008. Ms 
Borthwick has a BA (Hons) in Geography and 
LLB (Hons), and was admitted to the bar in 
1994.  Following admission she worked for six 
months with Rob Harrison, criminal barrister, 

before joining Saunders and Co and being 
admitted into partnership in 1998.  In 2003 Ms 
Borthwick joined Young Hunter as an Associate, 
leaving the firm in 2007 to practise at the Bar 
when she joined Canterbury Chambers. Ms 
Borthwick’s practice was focused on resource 
management with extensive involvement in 
water rights issues throughout Canterbury.  
She also acted as a hearing commissioner in 
respect of several marine farm and water right 
applications in Canterbury. Judge Borthwick sits 
in Christchurch.  

The School of Law had a markedly high rate of 
success in the general election in 2008.  
Amy Adams was elected for National in the 
Selwyn seat with a majority of 10,246 votes.  
Amy graduated with first class honours in 1992, 
and was a partner with Mortlock McCormack 
Law in Christchurch. Kate Wilkinson (1980) is a 
National list MP based in Rangiora. After leaving 
St Margaret’s College, Kate studied law at the 
University of Canterbury and graduated with an 
LLB. She began working as a solicitor with 
Harman & Co in 1979, and became a partner five 
years later. She was involved in general practice 
law, corporate and commercial law, and property 
and trusts law. Before entering Parliament in 
2008, colourful Act List MP, David Garrett (1991) 

was a barrister practising in Albany, Auckland, as 
well as in Tonga where he lived from 1999 to 
2003. David now lives on a lifestyle block  
near Helensville with his wife and two  
young children.  

Dr Kennedy 
Graham, Senior 
Adjunct Fellow in 
the School of Law 
who teaches 
international politics 
and international 
law, and previously 
worked for NGOs, 
the UN and as a 
diplomat, probably 
had one of the most 
exciting results in 

the election. Kennedy, a Green party list 
member, was returned after election day 
following the counting of mail votes. Last but 
not least, Lianne Dalziel, (1983) MP since 1990, 
and currently Labour Member for Christchurch 
East, was returned once again in the election, 
and is Justice spokesperson in opposition. The 
high rate of MPism associated with the Law 
School must be due to something in the water! 

Green MP Kennedy Graham.

Homefront
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Peter Woolley 
reflects

In 1964 most 
faculties of the 
University were 
located on the town 
site which is now 
the Arts Centre. 
There were over 
4000 students and 
many temporary 

buildings functioning as lecture rooms, library 
extensions and labs. The site was very congested 
and very busy during term. The law faculty 
bounded two sides of the North Quad and sharing 
lecture rooms with the history and classics 
departments There were about 500 law students 
mostly full timers with a sprinkling of older 
part time students. Professor Gray was head of 
the faculty and lectured legal system. Full time 
lecturers included Pat Kilbride (Land Law), John 
Burrows (Contract), Ian Hooker (Crimes?) and Jim 
Davies.(Torts). Senior practitioners lectured part 
time in Equity (Ted Somers), Company Law (Benje 
Drake), Simon Wood (Commercial Law) and Ron de 
Goldi (Civil Procedure). There were  
17 units to the LLB. Studying full  
time one could complete the degree in 4/5 years.

After years of schooling the prospect of student 
life was exhilarating. Summer jobs, often outside, 
were easy to find and the holidays soon passed. 
First year enrolment day brought much wandering 
about scattered buildings, stair climbing and 
queue joining. The sight of so many unfamiliar 
faces milling about the Great Hall and North Quad 
struck home the realisation that becoming a 
student was a big step towards the wider world.

Orientation week launched the university year 
for first year (“fresher”) students. Lectures 
began but with little content other than a brief 
course outline and the lecturer’s housekeeping 
requirements. Mostly the first week involved 
more milling about, buying texts, exploring the 
site, discovering shortcuts between lecture rooms 
and checking out the numerous clubs touting 
for members. The competing gravitational pull 
of the Library and the Caff (now Dux de Lux) was 
soon apparent. Likewise the significance of town 
proximity particularly on Fridays when the Library 
and the Caff were largely deserted.. 

Christchurch in those days was still known as 
the city of cycles. A few students had cars but 
most biked, bussed or walked to lectures and 
tended to stay on site for much of the day. There 
were numerous student flats nearby and the 
concentration of young people so close to the 
town centre meant that student life was a very 
visible part of the town life. Students carrying 
duffle bags, wearing duffle coats, long scarves 
and desert boots were easily recognised.

A Backwards Glance

Lectures proper started immediately after 
orientation week. Most law subjects involved  
a weekly lecture and some had fortnightly 
tutorials. (There were no law lectures or  
tutorials on Fridays).

The lecture rooms were dimly lit and the seats 
steeply raked back. Desk tops were just broad 
enough to take a note pad. Classes were small-
often no more than 50 students. 

There were no course hand-outs or other teaching 
aids. Prescribed texts were usually English with 
New Zealand editions in some subjects. Lecturers 
would refer to NZ, English and occasionally 
Australian authorities. The lecturer’s own notes 
were often hand written and read at a brisk pace 
which did not foil some adept note takers. Moots 
were optional.

We soon learnt that a complete set of notes 
available for swotting at the start of the third term 
was the key to a pass. Lectures were largely spent 
in hurried note-taking with few interruptions. 
The younger lecturers mostly qualified with 
post graduate degrees, encouraged some class 
discussion and senior practitioner-lecturers might 
occasionally recount a “war story” but generally 
the approach taken was academic and the tone 
serious.

Many of the subjects seemed rather technical 
and related to a professional context which most 
students had not yet experienced. The class 
room atmosphere could be dry and the students 
easily distracted. Anything novel, an unusual fact 
situation, a lecturer’s mispronunciation or a new 
face could gain attention. One such diversion 
was the abrupt mid term appearance in the 1964 
Criminal Law class of a fiercely solemn young man 
who appeared to pay almost devotional attention 
to the lecture. He seated himself between a pair 

of emerging student 
comedians and there 
was a suspicion of 
an imminent prank. 
Regrettably there 
was no prank. The 
stranger turned out 
to be John Cleese 
who had recently 
graduated in Law 
from Cambridge 
and was in town 
on tour with the 

Cambridge Circus Revue. Save for the occasional 
lecturer on sabbatical, overseas visitors to the 
lecture room were uncommon. However a year 
or so later F Lee Bailey called by to talk to the Law 
Students’ Society about his work as a criminal 
defence lawyer. He drew many professional 
comparisons with his Korean war fighter pilot 
combat experience saying there was virtually no 
pre-trial disclosure of prosecution evidence. It was 
interesting to see his mannerisms and style given 

he was a successful American trial lawyer. He 
was holidaying with the Ashburton family of his 
recently wedded bride who apparently had been 
working in the US as a Delta Airlines airhostess. 

In 1964 the first term concluded with Capping 
week which traditionally included large scale 
Capping “stunts, the faculty float parade through 
town -“Procesh,” the Avon Bike Race, the week 
long season of the Student Revue at the Civic 
Theatre and the publication of the “Capping Mag”. 
There was the “Haka Party,” and the Square Mile 
pub crawl (an 8oz beer in each of the 41 pubs 
within the Four Avenues each beer attested to 
by the barman’s signature). Law students fully 
participated. No doubt the immediate access to 
town encouraged students’ shenanigans but at 
the same time there was ready audience amongst 
city workers.

There was scope for regular distraction during the 
first two terms. There were numerous cultural and 
sporting clubs. There was spontaneous boisterous 
behaviour and usually harmless high jinks - a mini 
minor manhandled from Hereford Street onto the 
veranda of Rolleston House, a bicycle hoisted to 
the mast head of the flag pole above the Clock 
tower on the North Quad. A student padlocked 
through his pyjamas to his bed carried bed and 
all to the Regent theatre on a Friday evening just 
before the 8pm screening. In earlier years a senior 
student with others was said to have driven a 
mob of sheep from the Addington sale yards into 
the Square.

From today’s perspective some aspects of the 60s 
student life appear frivolous and irresponsible. 
However the previous generation’s hardships in 
the Depression and the Second World War were 
beyond students’ memories and the economic 
shocks of the 70s & 80s were unforeseen. There 
was full employment, easy access to first home 
funding and universal access to university 
education. Student debt was simply unknown. 
There was no access to credit for personal 
spending. It was perfectly feasible to find casual 
unskilled work after exams in early November  
and by working overtime save sufficient funds  
by the end of February to self-fund an entire  
year's tuition and living expenses in a four student 
flat. The idea of graduating with  
student debt was unimaginable. 

Live national and world news in those days came 
by radio, while TV reported the day’s local news. 
There were no immediate national or international 
links. Out of Christchurch news was filmed and 
flown or driven into the studio. Nevertheless in 
spite of this lack of immediacy, the wider world 
was very present in everyday life and in one 
particular aspect for student life. The American 
military intervention in Vietnam was rapidly 
escalating and rationalised by a containment 
doctrine that predicted that absent American 
action, adjacent States would become communist 

Peter Woolley

You know who.
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and a falling domino effect would threaten 
Australia and eventually NZ. New Zealand 
was then in military alliance with the United 
States and coming under increasing pressure to 
commit troops. The need for US intervention was 
increasingly controversial worldwide including in 
NZ. There was a sense that the media coverage 
of the issues was incomplete if not biased and 
a “teach-in’ program emerged in the US, based 
on University campuses. Anti war politicians 
and academics attracted large audiences. 
There were teach-ins at NZ campuses including 
Canterbury and the issues remained very alive and 
controversial during the early to late 60s.

NZ had regular army and air force troops in 
combat in Vietnam but, unlike the US, there 
was no conscription for overseas combat duty. 
However there was a birth date ballot system 
for 20 yr old males compelling those whose 
birthdates were drawn to join the territorial 
reserves and attend a long annual summer 
camps for the following 3 years. There were 
also mandatory weekend camps and evening 
training during the year. This had quite onerous 
consequences as those balloted could not take 
summer vacation jobs and the territorial pay was 

inadequate to fund the students' living during the 
following year. The Vietnam question remained a 
polarising issue on campus and off throughout 
the 60s.

If the pace of academic life was relatively  
relaxed during the first two terms, things  
changed rapidly from the start of the August 
holidays onwards. Seats became increasingly 
scarce in the law section of the Library in the 
basement. Library hours were extended to 11pm 
closing. There were few law students with a 
complete set of notes at the end of Term 2 and 
there was little if any collaboration in study 
groups. Most of us were very busy trying to make 
sense of our notes, filling in from the texts where 
necessary. The third term was only six weeks long 
and was followed by a lecture free “Relax” of two 
weeks before exams started.

In law, unlike arts subjects there were no essay 
requirements or other term assessments.. There 
were one hour mid-sessional exams held 2 weeks 
after the start of Term 2 but the marks did not 
count. Academic success was assessed solely on 
the end of year exam result, so the 8 weeks or 
so from the August break to the end of exams 

passed in a blur of late night study, insufficient 
sleep and little else. Exams were essay format 
usually requiring answers to 5 or 6 questions 
from a choice of 7 or 8. And then with the last 
exam paper collected, the university year abruptly 
ended with the nor’ westers already blowing hard 
and summer close by.

So it was off to find a summer job with thoughts 
of exam results well out of mind until early 
December when the Press or the Star Sun took turn 
to list the names of the successful candidates by 
subject. There was always a large early morning 
or afternoon crowd waiting the first delivery 
and getting hold of a paper was difficult in the 
first few minutes. There followed the inevitable 
anxious scanning with increasing excitement or 
dread until all the results were known.

These were expansive, life-shaping times, 
rendering a store of golden memories. No doubt 
today’s students enjoy similar enrichment.

Peter Woolley

Study in the olden days.
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Lawsoc
The year to date for LAWSOC has been a busy one. 
Although given the fact that law firms are not 
taking many graduates and hence the perceived 
value of sponsorship and the dollars associated 
with it have diminished, LAWSOC has added to 
our social and academic calendar. Worth note are 
several new initiatives, beginning with Law Camp, 
held in March this year. Camps are held across 
Australian law schools, in Otago and Auckland 
and LAWSOC’s inaugural Camp was a huge 
success. Around one hundred law students, under 
their own initiative, took to a lodge in North 
Canterbury, free from mobile phone reception 
and other distractions of a weekend in the city. 
The two nights at Camp involved team building 
exercises, obstacle courses, a DJ, a skit night and 
plenty of great food and yes, social lubricant. 
Camp should be seen not as a weekend to drink 
copious amounts, but to actually meet and build 
relationships with your fellow law students. This 
fosters a collegiality in a degree that is notoriously 
an independent study venture. Given its success, 
we hope that Camp will become a traditional part 
of studentship at our law school.

The 3rd Term will also see one of our academic 
initiatives come to fruition, that of field trips. 
Given the highly theoretical nature of our study 
LAWSOC has arrange for a practical look into 
the central Police Station and its procedure, 
followed by a visit to Christchurch Men’s Prison. 
Both institutions have been very receptive to our 
interest in their operations. To give a very brief 
account of our year to date, it seems best to just 
list our events to date: Bell Gully Buddy Night, 
Law Camp, Chapman Tripp BBQ, DLA Phillips 
Fox Wine Night, Cavell Leitch Race Night, Law 
Recruitment Night, The Gerry Orchard Memorial 
Cricket Match (won by the staff, of course) and 
the Brookers Online Law Ball. We have a few more 
events on the agenda including Law Revue and 
Leavers’ Dinner, at which John Burrows has agreed 
to speak and we hope to see many of our School 
staff there.

Finally, to leave you on a very exciting note,  
at the time of writing this report, Julia Whitehead 
and Guy Carter, our Client Interviewing team,  
have made it through to the finals of the ALSA 
Competitions. In fact, New Zealand law schools 
are represented in four of the five competitions  
in Australia. This shows the quality of our 
students so congratulations to all our 
competitors and thanks to those staff who 
support our Competition efforts. There have been 
record numbers entering competitions this year  
meaning there is a thirst for exposure to practical 
legal skills.

The 2009 Executive have been working tirelessly 
to once again serve Canterbury law students. We 
have staff support, more than any other School I 

know of, meaning we are set to continue to serve 
and work for our peers.

Nick McDonnell

President 2009

LAWSOC

Postscript: Julia and Guy went on to win the ALSA 
Client Interviewing competition.

Law Library
One of the major challenges that the law library 
faces is how to equip our students with the legal 
research skills to become successful law students 
and ultimately successful lawyers. We have 
tried a number of different approaches over the 
years, trying to find a balance between the need 
for knowledge of the structure and processes 
related to legal information and the practical 
skills required to find this information, but we 
always come up against the issue of too little 
time available to teach a coherent path through 
complex legal information. 

This issue has been complicated further in 
the last few years by the amount of electronic 
legal information available. While it is a source 
of constant wonder that we have so much 
information available at our desktops, it adds 
another level of difficulty to the research process. 
Students not only have to hold a general legal 
research path in their minds, but they also have 
to be technical whizzes, jumping from database 
to database, all containing different information 
from different jurisdictions and using different 
searching conventions. And although our 
students are generally more at home in front of a 
computer than a book, the reality is that the skills 
required to search Google or to check email are 
quite different to those required to get the most 
out of a legal database. 

Currently our legal research skills programme 
includes a series of general sessions run in the 
first weeks of the first term (before the students 
succumb to the pressure of assignments) on how 
to find case law, legislation and commentary, and 
a whole class dedicated to discouraging the use 
of Google as the answer to life, the universe and 
everything. Coupled with these general classes are 
sessions aimed at finding information for specific 

200 and 300 level assignments. For example, 
this morning we finished teaching the last of 10 
research sessions for the 200 level crimes class. 
When the students are given their research essay 
topic, we run 50 minute classes twice a day to 
aid in the process of identifying useful resources, 
providing tips on how to get the most out of each 
online or paper resource and how to pull all the 
information together to ensure no stone is left 
unturned and no recent case missed. 

Our rather lofty goal is not just to help students 
complete the next looming assignment, but to 
give them a plan to follow in the future for finding 
legal information whether they are at university 
or when they get into the workforce. 

Our assignment-specific classes are very well 
attended, and feedback from the students 
indicates that they find them useful. We also 
always have a steady stream of requests for the 
handouts and extra sessions to be run. Nothing 
seems to focus the mind quite so efficiently as 
having a major research essay due! However, as 
teachers, we find the process very frustrating 
at times; we are just skimming the surface, 
providing a quick information fix without being 
able to give the big picture. This means that the 
students don’t get an appreciation of how the 
skills acquired can be transferred to other  
research situations. 

While I don’t doubt that the sessions we run  
here in the library are useful to our students,  
it seems to me that the acquisition of legal 
research skills is too important to be left to a 
couple of 50 minute sessions a year, attended 
voluntarily by students. Legal Research needs to 
be taught as an integral part of a law degree, 
ensuring that these skills are tied inextricably to 
learning how to be a lawyer. 

Sara Roberts

The College of Law
The College of Law New Zealand is an accredited 
provider of the Council of Legal Education’s 
Professional Legal Studies Course, the post-
graduate practical legal training course that 
is required for the purposes of admission as a 
barrister and solicitor of the High Court of New 
Zealand. The College course is the Professional 
Legal Studies Course Online (PLSCO).

The College is a part of an Australasian group, 
which provides pre-admission practical legal 
training through Colleges of Law established in 
New South Wales (1978), New Zealand (2004), 
Victoria (2005), Queensland (2005) and Western 
Australia (2006). The College was established 
by the Law Society of New South Wales in 1978, 
as a not-for-profit body, with legal educational 
purposes, to meet both the pre-admission and 
post-admission practical legal training needs of 
the legal profession.

Third Parties

Ladies table leavers dinner.
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The College is also a part of the College of Law 
Alliance, between the Colleges of Law in Australia, 
England & Wales and New Zealand. The Colleges 
of Law in Australia and England & Wales are the 
largest providers of practical legal training in their 
respective countries and two of the oldest and 
most respected in the common law world.

The aims of the Professional Legal Studies Course 
Online (PLSCO) are set out in regulations made 
by the Council of Legal Education. It aims to 
provide law graduates with practical legal training 
on matters about which, in addition to a law 
degree, the public interest requires them to have 
sufficient familiarity, before being admitted 
to the profession and commence practice as a 
barrister and solicitor. Specifically, the course 
aims to -

• bridge the gap between your academic study  
 of law and its practice

• prepare you for supervised practice, or for  
 practice as a barrister sole

• provide you with skills which, when developed  
 through practice, will equip you to reach the  
 level of professional competence required to  
 represent a client without supervision

• develop a sense of the professional role and  
 responsibilities required of a practitioner and  
 an officer of the court

• prepare you for legal practice in a culturally  
 diverse society and the need to be sensitive to  
 cultural and gender issues

• provide you with a foundation for the lifelong  
 learning of the practice of law and to   
 encourage you to take responsibility for your  
 ongoing professional development.

The course is required to cover Professional 
Conduct and eleven skills: advising, advocacy, 
drafting, fact investigation and analysis, 
interviewing, mediation, negotiation, office and 
personal management, practical legal research 
and analysis, problem solving and writing. 

The PLSCO teaches these skills in the context of 
legal transactions that are commonly required 
of a newly admitted lawyer. In developing the 
PLSCO, the College has drawn on the experience 
that its Australian parent has gained through 
teaching practical legal skills for over 30 years, 
and through pioneering online practical legal 
training courses in 2002. 

The PLSCO uses the same course structure 
and teaching methodology as the online pre-
admission practical legal training courses taught 
by the College in all the various Australian state 
jurisdictions, and the PLSCO is benchmarked 
against these courses.

The PLSCO combines face-to-face teaching at 
onsites with interactive web-based tuition, 
with the face-to-face components comprising 
30% of the total course time. The course is two 
dimensional – comprising skills seminars and 
practice areas. Throughout the course, you will be 
engaged in skills development and the learning of 
procedures in specific areas of practice. 

The content of the PLSCO falls into three 
broad areas:

• Core Practice Areas

• Commercial and Corporate Practice

• Civil Litigation Practice

• Property Practice

Elective Practice Areas

• Acting for the Corporate Client or 

• Acting for the Private Client

Professional Areas

• Professional skills

• Trust and Office Accounting

• Professional Responsibility

Students are provided with all the information 
needed to complete the course through the 
website and are also provided with a volume of 
the College’s Practice Papers, an invaluable “how 
to” guide for their first years of practice as a newly 
admitted lawyer.

The PLSCO is 18 weeks long and begins with 
an onsite orientation held on the first day. It 
is taught in two discrete nine-week modules 
(Modules A and B) that are interchangeable 
between courses, allowing students to create  
a course timetable that better suits their needs. 
Each module has a seven-week online phase  
and concludes with an onsite held during the final 
two weeks.

Eight courses are run each year, with 
commencement dates in January, March, April, 
May, August, October and December. Full details 
of all courses, including dates for each course’s 
onsite programmes are at www.collaw.ac.nz/
prospective_students/course_dates.asp

While the online phases of each module can be 
undertaken from anywhere in the world, the 
course onsite programme must be undertaken 
in New Zealand. All eight courses offer onsite 
programmes in Auckland and Wellington,  
because of the larger enrolment numbers in 
those centres, only two courses offer onsite 
programmes in Christchurch, Dunedin and 
Hamilton. In 2010, onsite programmes in 
Christchurch will be offered in the courses 
commencing 8 March and 9 August 2010. We  
use a central city hotel as our teaching venue.

Since the College began offering the PLSCO in 
2004, the choices available to law graduates 
wishing to be admitted to practise law have 
improved considerably. Students now have a wide 
choice of course start dates, an elective choice 
which they choose on the basis of the type of 
client for whom they will work, and the ability to 
undertake the course in two discrete modules.

Peter Tritt

Chief Executive/Director of Programmes 
DDI: +64 9 300 1893 
MOB: +64 21 715 540 
ptritt@collow.ac.nz
www.collow.ac.nz

Institute of Professional  
Legal Studies
The Institute of Professional Legal Studies (IPLS) 
is expert in legal skills-based training and our 
Practical Legal Training course (PLT) is relevant, 
current and challenging for all law graduates.

To offer maximum flexibility to law graduates 
and the legal profession, IPLS offers two options:

• a 19-week part-time online course including  
 two onsite blocks, and

• a 13-week full-time onsite course.

With both courses, the aim is to produce 
confident and effective junior practitioners who 
are ready to meet the standards that will be 
expected of them when they enter the profession.

IPLS achieves this by simulating a workplace 
environment that helps instil the qualities of 
professionalism, accountability and initiative, 
together with learning effective communication, 
working as a team member and the ability 
to meet deadlines. All IPLS trainees are fully 
supported (and mentored) in their learning by 
experienced New Zealand lawyers.

Law graduates seeking a place on a PLT course 
must have satisfied the requirements for the LLB 
degree, including Legal Ethics (from 2003 all law 
graduates are required to complete Legal Ethics 
to be eligible for a place on a PLT course). Both the 
combined and conjoint degrees in the School of 
Law are also fully recognised for the purpose of 
admission on an IPLS course.

Candidates for admission as Barristers and 
Solicitors must also satisfy all other criteria 
specified by the Lawyers and Conveyancers  
Act 2006.

For further details, including information about 
which of our courses may be best for you, visit 
the IPLS website at www.ipls.org.nz, phone 
0800 PROFSNZ, or email application@ipls.org.nz.
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He aha te mea nui o te ao?

He tangata,

He tangata,

He tangata.

What is the most important thing in the world?

It is the people,

It is the people,

It is the people.

Te Putairiki (TP) is a society that, in accordance 
with tikanga Mäori, primarily operates to support 
Mäori law students. Established in 1993 by a 
group of Mäori  law students, TP was incorporated 
in 1995. The Society has its own constitution 
and a growing resource base – including the TP 
room in the law building. TP is run by students 
who volunteer their time and skills. The Society 
focuses on promoting whakawhanaungatanga 
and facilitating the academic excellence of 
Mäori law students, with many of our members 
achieving excellent grades.

2009 is proving to be a challenging year for TP. 
We have noticed a significant decrease in both 
membership and participation. However this has 
not deterred a few active (and vocal) members 
from continuing to advance TP and the objectives 
for which it was established. 

Most notable this year is the inaugural series 
of seminars organised by TP to highlight 
contemporary legal issues that affect Mäori, and 
the work being done by Mäori  to address those 
issues. The series will run in the first week of 
Term 4, with more details to be released closer 

to the time. However, at this stage we have an 
exciting line-up confirmed to present – Metiria 
Turei, co-leader of the Green Party; Kahui Legal, 
a specialist law firm committed to supporting 
and strengthening Mäori  development; and 
Aroha Mead, a senior lecturer from Victoria 
University and an active international advocate 
for indigenous rights. 

We believe the mix of views that will be presented 
from political, practical, and conceptual 
contexts will provide students and staff with the 
opportunity to engage with the subject matter, 
and gain an appreciation for some exciting areas 
of law that would unlikely be discussed otherwise. 
We also hope the series will be a reminder that 
TP is active, that we are passionate about Mäori  
legal issues, and that we have a different point of 
view to offer. 

TP were also involved with the curriculum  
review earlier this year. It was great to have  
past members of TP, who continually advocated 
for Mäori  content in the curriculum, attend the 
hui alongside current members to talk about the 
aspirations for content with members of the law 
faculty. The hui also covered concerns regarding 
staffing requirements to deliver such content,  
and succession planning for courses with Mäori  
content. This work has now been left with  
Moka Ritchie, although we look forward to 
continued consultation and involvement as  
and when required. 

The tutorial programme formerly offered by TP is 
now administered externally by Te Puna Manawa, 
and provides an invaluable resource for Mäori  

students. TP is proud to show support for this 
programme by providing the use of the TP room 
for tutorials, and where possible by providing 
tutors to deliver the tutorials. 

Our students are privileged and excited to be 
taking the opportunity to attend some upcoming 
events within the Mäori  legal community. Ariana 
Stevens, our acting-Tumuaki, is attending the 
Mäori  Legal Forum in Wellington at the end of 
July. Other members are getting organised to 
travel to Taranaki for Te Hunga Roia in September. 
This annual conference provides students with 
the chance to gain exposure to Mäori  legal issues, 
and to discuss these issues with practitioners and 
students who share their passion . 

Despite the challenge posed by dwindling 
numbers, TP continues to be an active and 
effective organisation. Many students continue 
to enjoy the support provided by TP as a whanau, 
even showing their competitive edge over some 
‘friendly’ boardgames. We hope that with events 
such as the seminar series, and opportunities 
such as Te Hunga Roia, that students will be 
reminded not only of the wonderful service that 
TP can provide, but also of the chances available 
to contribute to another community on campus. 

2009 Te Putairiki Executive. 

Te Putairiki
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Christchurch Careers
Tang Pang (2006) left Community Law in April 
and joined CKLaw in May 2009. She is now doing 
mostly conveyancing; trusts/gifting/wills/estates. 
Teng cleared the 3rd and final hurdle of her Duty 
Solicitors’ Training Programme and has applied 
to the Legal Services Agency to be on the Duty 
Solicitor Roster. 

Captain Mark Dollimore (1988) a regular Army 
Legal Staff Officer from Burnham, and Lieutenant 
Amy Shakespeare (2004), a Reserve officer, from 
Christchurch, graduated from the Specialist 
Officer Induction Course (SOIC) conducted by 
the army at Waiouru, in June 2009. Amy is a staff 
solicitor at Lane Neave and joined the Territorials 
in 2007. Dollimore began in the Reserves, but liked 
it so much, he transferred to the Regular Force. He 
is now based at Burnham.

Judge Raoul Neave (1980) has continued to tread 
the boards since being appointed to the District 
Court. Of particular note was his performance 
in ‘Privates on Parade’ for the Repertory Theatre, 
where he was joined by Associate Professor John 
Caldwell. Partner at Tomlinson Paull, Stephen 
Tomlinson (1993) also maintains a theatrical 
career on the side with Riccarton Players. 

Scott Whitaker (1995) is a new partner with 
Duncan Cotterill. Karen Welsford (2004) returned 
to Young Hunter from overseas as an associate of 
the firm.

Philip Maw (2003) and Grant Slevin (2003) are 
associates with Wynn Williams & Co. Philip 
specializes in resource management and civil 
litigation and Grant in employment, civil litigation 
and insurance. Jeff Kenny (1985) and Susan 
Anderson (2000) became partners at Wynn 
Williams & Co. Daniel French (1996) became a 
partner at Anthony Harper, and heads the firm’s 
specialist Technology Law Group. 

Jane Costigan (2000) is a senior associate in 
the litigation and dispute resolution team of 
Goodman, Steven Tavendale Reid, and Olivia 
Sparrow (2004) is a senior solicitor working in the 
corporate and commercial law team. 

Barbara Alexander (2001) joined Buddle Findlay’s 
Christchurch office as a senior solicitor in the 
litigation team. 

Scandalum

Obituaries

Peter Hill

Local lawyer, Peter Hill died at Christchurch on 15 
May 2009, aged 77.  
He ran a successful legal practice for 50 years 
and served as president of the Canterbury 
District Law Society. He was an elected member 
of the Canterbury Education Board and a 
member of the Royal Humane Society. He is 
also remembered as a family man, a friend to 
many, a trusted professional and a swimmer. Hill 
started competitive swimming at Elmwood and 
continued into masters grades, winning many 
medals for events as far afield as South America. 
While still a student at Christ’s College, he joined 
the New Brighton Surf Lifesaving Club and helped 
supervise the Elmwood pool outside school hours. 
For many years he did beach patrols and took part 
in lifesaving events. He competed, and acted as 
judge, in national championships around New 
Zealand. Hill held every office, up to president, 
with the Brighton club. His wife Jo says he was “a 
strong, steady swimmer”. He was still swimming 
daily at Aquagym until last year.

On leaving school, Hill worked as a law clerk at the 
firm of Duncan Cotterill and began law studies 
at Canterbury University. He played rugby for 
Christchurch, represented Canterbury under-18 
and played some matches in senior grade. 
After graduating in 1954, he travelled and worked 
for a year in Australia. After marrying Jo, he joined 
his father’s firm of Hill, Lee and Scott in 1956. He 
later became a partner and then a consultant, and 
retired in 2005. He was president of the District 
Law Society in 1981, after years of serving on 
society committees.

His water activities brought an invitation to join 
the Royal Humane Society. He served the society 
on a panel assessing nominations for awards for 
bravery in rescues.

Experience on the school committee of St Martins 
School, which his children attended, led him 
to gain election to the Canterbury Education 
Board. He served on the board’s disciplinary and 
appointment committees for eight years from 
the mid-1970s. He was its representative on the 
boards of Glenelg Health Camp and Christchurch 
Boys’ High School. He was elected chairman of 
the Boys’ High board, in which role he showed his 
swimming colours, promoting the upgrading of 
the pool.

Friend Ian Leggat says Hill was a practical joker, 
yet a deep thinker, modest yet irrepressible. He 
was “intolerant of dishonesty, pomposity and 
affectation - qualities of which he was completely 
devoid”. Hill is survived by wife Jo, daughters 
Jenny and Robin, sons David and Bruce and eight 
grandchildren.

(Source: Mike Crean, The Press, 30 May 2009 )

Richard Bowron 

Richard Bowron, ex-lecturer, Chancellor of 
Canterbury University, and partner in an 
established Rangiora law firm, died aged 84, on 12 
February 2009. Bowron studied law at Canterbury 
and graduated in 1949, although his studies were 
interrupted by WWII when he enlisted in the air 
force. In 1951 he married his wife, Fay. Bowron 
began lecturing in international law while working 
as a lawyer in Christchurch, in 1952, and continued 
until 1963. He was appointed to the University 
Council in 1971 and was elected Pro-Chancellor 
in 1985 and Chancellor in 1987, standing down in 
1992. Bowron was also a member of the National 
Party, taking on prominent roles in the Rangiora 
Electorate committee and in the Canterbury-
Westland Division’s policy committee. He was 
also responsible for establishing the very popular 
University of the Third Age, and served as its 
president and the president of the university’s 
Alumni Association. 

He was active in the Rangiora Anglican Church 
as a vestryman, synodman and layreader. He 
also enjoyed tennis, golf, walking, and following 
rugby. Richard Bowron is survived by his wife Fay, 
sons Hugh and Julian, daughter Jane and two 
grandchildren.

(Source: Mike Crean, The Press, 18 April 2009).

Robin Corcoran

Robin Corcoran, an expert in Mäori  land law, died 
on 6 November 2008, aged 79. Corcoran qualified 
as a lawyer in 1952 after studying at the University 
of Canterbury. He joined his father’s firm in 
Kaiapoi, where he grew up. He later married his 
wife Ursula, and their family was brought up 
in Christchurch, though he continued to work 
mainly in Kaiapoi. In his practice, Corcoran 
developed a real understanding of Mäori  law, and 
in particular, was sought out by Ngai Tahu clients. 
He was appointed to the committee that drew 
up the rules for the Mäori  Land Court. He was 
also active on many committees, including the St 
Bede’s Old Boys Association, and carried out work 
as a financial and legal adviser to the Christchurch 
Catholic Diocese. An interest in trotting eventually 
led to his becoming chairman of the board of 
Addington Raceway and vice-chairman of harness 
Racing New Zealand. Corcoran was also chair of 
the joint-venture company which managed the 
Westpac Centre and the Christchurch Town Hall 
and Convention Centre. He was a busy man who 
nonetheless put family and faith first. Corcoran is 
survived by his wife Ursula, daughters Mary Alice, 
Brigid, Clare and Judith, sons Michael, Matthew 
and Anthony, and 12 grandchildren.

(Source: Mike Crean, The Press, 29 November 
2008).
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John and Andrew Caldwell and Natasha.

Richard Scragg and Edward.

Appointments
Christine Grice (1979) has been appointed Chair 
of the Radio New Zealand Board of Governors. 
Christine also chairs the Perry Group Ltd and is a 
director of the Council of Education. 

Kristy McDonald QC (LLM 1987) was appointed 
chairwoman of the Real Estate Agents Authority. 
In May 2008. Ms McDonald had extensive 
experience as a litigation lawyer and practised 
as a barrister sole since 1989. She was appointed 
Queen’s Counsel in 1999, chaired the Mental 
Health Review Tribunal and was a member of 
the Removal Review Authority. In 2008 she was 
appointed chairwoman of the Judicial Control 
Authority for Racing. The Real Estate Agents 
Authority replaces the Real Estate Institute 
of New Zealand as the oversight body for the 
industry. The authority will consist of up to 
seven members, at least two of whom are 
required to be licensees or former licensees.  
The Real Estate Agents Act came fully into effect 
from November 17.

Jennifer Tunna (2003) is now a senior solicitor 
in the Auckland finance team of Chapman Tripp. 
She specializes in restructuring and insolvency 
law. Jennifer also advises receivers and 
liquidators on their powers and duties.

Jonathan Scragg (2001) has returned to Duncan 
Cotterill’s Wellington office as an associate 
following two and a half years working in 
London at a leading international law firm. 
Jonathon is working mainly in insurance-related 
litigation and the defence of professional 
liability claims.

Heather Murdoch (1987) has left the Institute 
of Professional Legal Studies and commenced 
business as part of Project Law Ltd.

Scandalum Continued
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Fiona and Brent Saunders and Jessica.

Olly Matson and Emma.

Academic Gossip
Professor Stephen Todd accepted a consultancy 
with Wynn Williams as adviser to the litigation 
team. Stephen also became a grandfather for the 
first time, and has taken to showing numerous 
photos of granddaughter Elise proudly to his 
tolerant colleagues. Competing in the grandfather 
stakes has been David Rowe, who has been 
doting on his grandson, Thomas, and has even 
been known to mind him for an hour or two in the 
staff room. Chris Gallavin began the long journey 
to grandparenthood by welcoming his daughter, 
Milla, into the world together with proud mum, 
Heather. Natalie Baird gave birth to second 
daughter, Emma.

Other proud parents associated with the School of 
Law were out in force at this year’s May 
graduation. Associate Professor John Caldwell 
and wife, Andrea, watched daughter Natasha 
graduate LLB (Hons). Natasha also won the Gold 
Medal for 2009, repeating John’s win in 1976. Dean 
and Head of School, Associate Professor Richard 
Scragg celebrated his son, Edward, receiving his 
Graduate Diploma in Journalism. Fiona Saunders 
watched her daughter, Jessica, graduate with a  
BE (Hons) along with husband, Brent, and Olly 
Matson (1982) supported his daughter Emma, 
who graduated LLB (Hons), and also became a 
fourth-generation lawyer. Emma’s grandfather, 
John Matson, was Chancellor of the University 
from 1972-1977, and her grandmother, Isobel 
Matson (1938) was the School of Law’s first 
woman graduate. 

Professor Peter Spiller was appointed a District 
Court Judge in July 2009. Judge Spiller was a Senior 
Lecturer at the University of Canterbury, and was 
later appointed Associate Professor at Waikato 
University in 1991 and Professor in 1994. In 1991 
Judge Spiller was appointed a Disputes Tribunal 
Referee and has been the Principal Referee of the 
Disputes Tribunal since 2005. He will continue as 
Principal Referee for the remainder of his term. 

Stephen Todd and Elise.

Chris Gallavin and Milla.
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Commonwealth of Australia 

Minute Paper

The Director

Women trade commissioners
Even after some deliberation, it is difficult to find 
reasons to support the appointment of women 
Trade Commissioners.

In countries where publicity media is well 
developed, such as North America and England 
and where there are no other major drawbacks, 
such as the Islamic attitude towards women, a 
relatively young attractive woman could operate 
with some effectiveness, in a subordinate 
capacity. As she would probably be the only 
woman Assistant Trade Commissioner in the 
whole area, as other countries employ women 
in this capacity hardly at all, she could attract a 
measure of interest and publicity.

If we had an important trade in women’s clothing 
and accessories, a woman might promote this 
more effectively than a man.

Even conceding those points, such an appointee 
would not stay young and attractive for ever and 
later on could well become a problem.

It is much easier to find difficulties, some of 
which spring to mind are:

i. Women are not employed, except to an  
 extremely minor degree, as career Trade  
 Commissioners in any known service;

ii. It is difficult to visualize them as Trade  
 Commissioners, firstly because they could not  
 mix nearly as freely with businessmen as men  
 do. Most mens clubs, for instance, do not  
 allow women members;

Just a Minute……?

iii. Relationships with businessmen would tend  
 to be somewhat formal and guarded on  
 both sides. This would make it more difficult  
 for a woman to obtain information;

iv. It is extremely doubtful if a woman could, year  
 after year, under a variety of conditions, stand  
 the fairly severe strains and stresses, mentally  
 and physically, which are part of the life of a  
 Trade Commissioner;

v. A man normally has his household run  
 efficiently by his wife, who also looks   
 after much of the entertaining. A woman  
 Trade Commissioner would have all this on  
 top of her normal work;

vi. If we engaged single graduates as trainees,  
 most of them would probably marry within  
 five years;

vii. If we recruited from the business world, we  
 would have a much smaller field from which  
 to recruit, as the number of women executives  
 in business is quite small;

viii. A spinster lady can, and very often   
 does, turn into something of a battleaxe with  
 the passing years. A man usually mellows;

ix. A woman would take the place of a man and  
 preclude us from giving practical experience  
 to one male officer. She could marry at  
 any time and be lost to us. She could not be  
 regarded as a long term investment in the  
 same sense as we regard a man.

Conclusion
It would seem the noes have it.

(A R Taysom)

13 March 1963.
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