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Edmund Burke’s 
observation that ‘we 
must all obey the 
great law of change’ 
could easily have 
been the leitmotif 
for the Law School 
in recent years. 
Some change has 
occurred naturally 

as members of staff, for one reason or another, 
come and go. Other change, both welcome and 
unwelcome, has been externally imposed. 

The restructuring of the University during 2003-
2004 has been one of the most significant 
changes affecting the School. During the early 
stages in the reorganisation of the University, 
it was proposed that the Law School should 
become part of the new College of Business and 
Economics. Following representations by the Law 
School that such a move would be detrimental 
to the School’s professional standing, it was 
decided that it should remain an independent 
entity. The University now comprises the four 
Colleges - Arts, Science, Engineering and Business 
and Economics - and the School of Law. Each 
College and the School of Law is headed by a 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor who not only has College 
or School responsibilities, but is also part of 
the University’s Senior Management Team and 
carries a number of University-wide portfolios. 

The restructuring of the University has also been 
accompanied by a reorganisation of its 
administration. Much of the work formerly done 
by the Registry is now undertaken by the 
Colleges’ and School of Law’s administrative 
staff. In the Law School Ann Hogan has become 
the School Manager with responsibility for all 
budgetary, infrastructure and marketing matters. 
Margaret Ricketts is the School’s Academic 
Manager and Student Adviser. She ensures that 
our regulations are up-to-date and assists 
students to plan their study programmes. Our 
two Administrators are Fiona Saunders and 
Heather Couch. Heather has been with Law 
School for more years than she would possibly 
care to admit and performed sterling service as 
the sole permanent Administrator in early 2004. 
Stacy Crawford probably has the most unenviable 
job of all; she is the Pro-Vice-Chancellor’s 
Personal Assistant. The purpose of all these 
changes is to remove time-consuming 
administration from academic staff in order to 
free them to do what they do best: teaching and 
research. Despite the magnitude and recency of 
the changes, we are making good progress 
towards this objective.

From the Dean

The most significant external change imposed 
on the New Zealand university system as a 
whole, and thus on the Law School, has been the 
introduction of something called Performance 
Based Research Funding or PBRF. Under this 
system, the University is partially funded 
according to its overall research achievement. 
This achievement is assessed by aggregating 
the individual research performances of each 
member of staff as determined by a panel of 
national and international experts. As might be 
expected, the discipline of Law at the University 
of Canterbury did well, coming second in the 
national tables. More pleasing still was the fact 
that the Law School had the largest percentage 
of staff achieving the highest ranking ‘A’ grade, 
an evaluation which denotes international 
excellence. The next PBRF round occurs in 2006 
and the Law School is already working on its 
strategy to improve its overall standing.

Whatever administrative structures or funding 
arrangements might be imposed upon us, 
the heart of the Law School remains its staff 
and students. This year we have said goodbye 
to a number of staff and welcomed others. 
Maxine Marriott, for so long a stalwart of our 
administrative staff, left the School for health 
reasons in March. She went with our good wishes 
and hopes of a speedy recovery after major 
surgery. We were also sad to see Andru Isaac 
leave for family reasons. Andru is now in private 
practice in Palmerston North. Michael Barutciski 
is returning to his native Canada to take up a 
post at York University in Toronto. The School is, 
however, in the fortunate position of being able 
to welcome Robyn Merrett to the staff. Robyn has 
been a contract lecturer with us for some time 
and will add to our strength in corporate and 
commercial law.

Although they are not leaving the Law School, 
I think it appropriate to mark the demission of 
their shared Acting Deanship by Jeremy Finn and 
Andrew Stockley. Andrew and Jeremy guided 
the School through a particularly difficult and 
disruptive period and it is a tribute to their 
commitment and fortitude that I inherited a 
School which was in such good shape and ready 
to embrace the future. Both have earned the 
study leave which they are now enjoying.

As you read this newsletter you will see that 
the members of the Law School and its alumni 
continue to flourish. High quality teaching and 
research remain the School’s priorities and all 
the indications are that we continue to perform 
these tasks well. Our recent graduates remain 
highly sought after in both the legal profession 
and in other areas of employment. The student 
body remains particularly active and there have 
been the usual competition successes in mooting 

and client counselling. Although devotion to the 
pursuit of happiness remains one of LAWSOC’s 
guiding principles, it has also undertaken 
important work in representing student interests 
in a variety of areas. Te Putairiki the Maori 
student organisation also continues to serve its 
membership well. We occasionally receive news 
from our alumni of their various achievements. 
Nothing gives us greater pleasure than to hear of 
these and we thank those who take the time to 
keep in touch.

From the Editors
This year, much of the Newsletter has been 
prepared in the absence of Richard Scragg, 
who has been on deserved sabbatical 
leave. However, the Editing team has been 
joined by assistant-editor, Fiona Saunders, 
a new member of the administration staff 
who is profiled on page 3. We are most 
grateful to Fiona for her willing, efficient 
and creative approach to putting the 
publication together for 2004. 

The newsletter follows the familiar 
format, with news of the many changes 
to the law school in the last year, and 
of the continuing achievements by 
alumni, students and staff. Once again, 
we are grateful for the many fascinating 
contributions you have made to this 
publication.

And furthermore, we seek contributions 
from you all for next year’s edition. Tell us 
about yourselves, or contact Richard or 
Ursula at email:

Richard.scragg@Canterbury.ac.nz
Ursula.cheer@canterbury.ac.nz 

or

Editors
School of Law Newsletter
University of Canterbury
Faculty of Law
Private Bag 4800, CHRISTCHURCH
Fax: 03-364-2757

www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz/
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Over a period of significant upheaval, during 
which Andrew Stockley and Jeremy Finn acted 
as Dean and provided inspired leadership, 
Canterbury Law School continued in good heart. 
A new Pro Vice Chancellor & Dean, Professor 
Scott Davidson, was appointed late in 2003 
and Andrew and Jeremy stepped down. Scott is 
really an old friend and colleague to many in the 
Law School. Scott Davidson graduated from the 
University of Cambridge in 1977 and has taught 
law in the UK and in New Zealand. He is a former 
Dean of the Waikato Law School and Director 
of the University of Hull Law School in the UK. 
Scott has also been an occasional consultant 
to the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade and has represented New Zealand on 
the Maritime Cooperation Working Group of 
the Council for Security and Cooperation in Asia 
Pacific. Scott’s particular research interests are 
the broad field of international law including the 
Law of the Sea, Antarctica and Human Rights. He 
has authored and edited nine books on aspects 
of international law and written over fifty essays 
and articles which have been widely published in 
international journals.  He is also on the editorial 
and advisory boards of the International Journal 
of Marine and Coastal Law, the New Zealand 
Yearbook of International Law and the New 
Zealand Journal of Public and International Law.

New staff member, Robyn Merrett, was appointed 
at Lecturer level having previously been a valued 
contract member of staff for some years. Robyn 
takes part of the courses in Company, Land 
and Contract Law and is a supervisor of Legal 
System. Her research interests include insolvency 
law and directors’ duties. With great regret, the 
Department accepted the resignations of Andru 
Isac and Michael Barutciski. 

Members of Staff continued publication while 
meeting the considerable demands of the PBRF 
exercise. Professor John Burrows’ publication 
contributions in 2004 include: ‘The Interpretation 
Act 1999’ in The Statute, Making and Meaning, 
‘Statutory Interpretation’ in Legislation Advisory 
Committee Guidelines in Legislation, and jointly 
with Stephen Todd and Jeremy Finn, John 
contributed to the International Encyclopaedia 
of Law: Contract New Zealand. Stephen Todd also 
published A Methodology of Duty in Centenary 
Essays for the High Court of Australia and four 
chapters in Commercial Law in New Zealand 2004. 
Dr Nicky Richardson updated the 9th edition of 
Nevill’s Law of Trusts Wills and Administration, 
in March 2004. Elizabeth Toomey’s recent 
publications include a chapter in monograph 
Taking Torrens into the 21st Century, entitled 
“Landlocked Land: A Real Threat to Indefeasibility 
in the 21st Century, three chapters in Brookers’ 
Land Law “Overseas Investment”, “Land Transfer 
Amendment Act 2002 Commentary” and “Land 
Transfer Act 1952 Commentary”. John Caldwell’s 
publications include Family Law in New Zealand 
11th edition. Duncan Webb published articles in 
Tyree’s Banking Law in New Zealand, Butterworths 
(2004). Cynthia Hawes is a contributor and joint 
editor of Commercial Law Essays: A New Zealand 
Collection, Centre for Commercial and Corporate 
Law Inc, May 2003. 

Alex Conte is the founding Editor of, and Project 
Manager for, the New Zealand Yearbook of 
International Law. Professor Philip Joseph was 
appointed Associate Dean (Postgraduate) and 
conferred the degree of Doctor of Laws at the 
April graduation ceremony on the strength of 
his published works. The principal submission 
for the degree was his text, Constitutional and 

Administrative Law in New Zealand (2nd ed), 
Brookers, 2001, supported by a portfolio of 
representative published writings. 

Barbara von Tigerstrom taught a course on 
international trade law to a group of government 
officials visiting from Wuhan province in China. 
This course was part of the Centre for Continuing 
Education International Training Programme. 
She also presented a lecture to the University of 
the Third Age (UTA) Mountfort Group on medical 
law in April 2004. Philip Joseph chaired the 6th 
Annual Public Law Conference held in Wellington, 
23-24 March 2003 and visited Otago Law School 
in May 2004 to give a staff seminar and guest 
lecture to the students in Public Law. Philip has 
also been invited to address the New Zealand 
Bar Associations’ annual conference to be held in 
Queenstown in August 2004.

Professor John Burrows has given presentations 
for the Public Relations Institute, Broadcasting 
Standards Authority, University Council, 
Parliamentary Counsel Office, Screen Producers 
Association and the Press Freedom Committee. 
John has also presented seminars on Media Law 
for the Journalists Training Organisation and 
Contract Law for the New Zealand Law Society. 
Lectures presented by John include the Harkness 
Henry lecture at University of Waikato and Neil 
Williamson lecture in Christchurch. Ursula Cheer 
gave guest lectures on media law to Canterbury 
Journalism post-graduates, to the University of 
the Third Age and to Aoraki Polytechnic media 
students. 

Elizabeth Toomey is the current editor of the 
Canterbury Law Review and Student Edition 
Canterbury Law Review. In February 2003 Elizabeth 
presented a paper on Landlocked Land at the 
Torrens Conference held at the University of 
Auckland. John Caldwell has participated in 
the Lexis Nexis workshop on Elder Law and the 
Canterbury District Law Society seminar “Family 
Protection Act”. Duncan Webb presented a 
seminar titled Drafting Commercial Contracts for 
NZ Law Society and participated on the NZ Law 
Society Ethics Committee and the CDLS Council. 
Ursula Cheer took up a Visiting Fellowship at 
the University of Melbourne Law School early in 
2004, at the invitation of the Centre for Media 
and Communications Law (see also page 12).

Neil Boister has recently been appointed 
Associate Dean (Research) and has taken a place 
on the University Research Committee. In April 
2003, Neil was the invited expert attending 
the Curriculum Development Meeting on 
‘International Cooperation to Combat Crime”, 
sponsored by the Commonwealth Secretariat’s 
Legal and Constitutional Affairs Division 
(Criminal Law Section) which was held in Fiji. Neil 
was also a consultant to the TRC Investigation 

The Academic Staff 2004
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Team, Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission 2003.

Jane Chart presented a major submission to 
the Law Commission for its review of the court 
system. Key aspects of the final report in relation 
to mediation in the court system were influenced 
by this submission. Jane has also conducted a 
number of mediations in the community. Jane 
has continued presenting a series of negotiation 
and mediation workshops and seminars for 
major law firms and the Canterbury Law Society. 
Jane has become a member of the International 
Associates for Conflict Management and 
has been invited to present a seminar to the 
association in 2005. In October 2003 Stephen 
Todd attended a conference in Canberra 
celebrating the centenary of the High Court of 
Australia and delivered a paper concerned with 
the work of the High Court in the field of torts.

Duncan Webb is a member of the University 
Research Committee, Academic Administration 
Committee, and the Equity and Diversity Advisory 
Group. Cynthia Hawes has participated in a 
training panel for the Disputes Tribunal referees. 
Since the last newsletter John Burrows has been 
appointed to the committees to appoint the 
Dean of Law at Waikato University and Chairs of 
Economics and Management. Ursula Cheer also 
continued in the busy role of University Proctor.

Professor Stephen Todd spent some time on leave 
in 2003 during which he taught courses in torts 
and contract at the University of Nottingham. 
Professor Joseph was on sabbatical leave from 
May - December 2003 during which time he 
attended and presented a paper at the Society of 
Legal Scholars Annual Conference held at Oxford, 
September 2003. Elizabeth Toomey continues 
to make a contribution to the community in her 
position as a member of the Board of Trustees at 
Christchurch Girls High School.

One of Neil Boister’s greatest achievements 
this year is the birth of his second beautiful 
daughter Mimi. Mimi joined the Boister family 
on Sunday 28 March 2004 and occasionally 
attends meetings at the School of Law, much to 
the delight of Neil’s fellow staff members. John 
Caldwell continues his support of performing 
arts through his participation in three recent 
Repertory Theatre productions while Ursula 
Cheer performs in an Agatha Christie play for 
Riccarton Players in August. During his sabbatical 
leave in 2003 Duncan Webb visited Cincinnati 
with his family. Ursula Cheer was guest speaker 
at the Canterbury Womens Law Association 
annual dinner, where she took as the subject 
of her humorous speech ‘A day in the life of a 
Woman law Lecturer’. In June 2004, Barbara von 
Tigerstrom attended a reunion of judges and 
clerks at the Supreme Court of Canada.

The School of Law has emerged from the recent 
university–wide restructuring with a refurbished 
reception area and a new administration/
management team who are committed to 
providing friendly professional support for the 
school’s academic staff and students.

Heather Couch, Administrator/Academic
Heather has worked at the School of Law for 
the past 11 years, having previously worked in 
the UK for 3.5 years while on her OE. Currently 
working as a part-time administrator while 
raising her three young children, Heather’s main 
areas of responsibility are in the co-ordination 
of timetabling lectures and examinations, 
examination paper preparation and results, 
aegrotats, Honours students and students with 
disabilities. Having worked through the recent 
restructuring process, Heather is enjoying 
working within a team of new administrators and 
hopes to eventually move more into a student 
advisor role.

Margaret Ricketts, Academic and Student 
Manager.
Margaret is a graduate of the University of New 
England (Australia) and has worked in tertiary 
education in Australia and New Zealand for over 
25 years. She joined University of Canterbury 
in 1994 and was Faculty Administrator for the 
Faculties of Commerce, Law, and Music and Fine 
Arts from 1996-2003. She was delighted to be 
appointed as Academic and Student Manager for 
the School of Law in the restructured university 
from the beginning of 2004, and is enjoying 
working in Law on a fulltime basis.

Fiona Saunders, Administrator/Finance
Fiona joined the administration team in March 
2004 having spent the last 3.5 years working at 
CDC/Actionworks Youth Employment Service as 
an Administrator and Education Advisor. This 

role involved supporting Canterbury secondary 
school students through their transition from 
school to employment, training or further 
education. Previously from 1993-2000 Fiona 
owned and managed a large boarding cattery/
kennel in partnership with her husband. Through 
running her own business, Fiona has gained 
invaluable experience in administration, financial 
administration and customer service, skills which 
she is already enjoying putting into use in her 
role at the School of Law.

Ann Hogan, School Manager
Ann comes to the School of Law from the 
university’s commercial arm, Canterprise Ltd, 
where she was Finance & Operations Manager for 
2 years. A former Kellogg Scholar, she combines 
financial expertise with a research background, 
having previously worked as a Business Manager 
in education and the construction industry. Ann 
has a BSc in Plant Science and has previously 
worked in research at the Climate Laboratory in 
Palmerston North, the Laboratory for Nitrogen 
Fixation Research and the Hops Research 
laboratory at Oregon State University.

Stacy Crawford, PA to PVC
Stacy joined the School of Law in March 2004 
after working 2 years at the Canterbury District 
Health Board where she was Personal Assistant to 
the General Manager, Planning & Funding.  
Originally from Invercargill, Stacy left there in 
1995 on her OE and spent 6 years in London 
working and travelling. She worked as a 
temporary Secretary in various firms around 
London and the last three years there she worked 
in the Legal Department of Reuters where she 
was Personal Assistant to the Company Secretary.

Administration Staff

The Admin Team L-R Margaret Ricketts, Stacy Crawford, Fiona Saunders, Heather Couch, Ann Hogan
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During 2003-2004 the Law School 
has been host to a large number of 
distinguished visitors.

The Assistant Director Legal Services (Operations 
Law) for the New Zealand Defence Force, 
Lieutenant Colonel Larry Maybee, spoke about 
the conduct of peacekeeping operations and 
issues of State responsibility and criminal liability 
arising from such operations. Colonel Maybee 
has served as a military law advisor to both New 
Zealand and Canada and was actively involved in 
New Zealand’s participation in East Timor.

Treasa Dunworth, Senior Lecturer in Law at the 
University of Auckland, spoke about disarma-
ment issues and the United Nations. Treasa was 
a policy adviser with the Organisation for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons in Geneva for a 
period of three years. 

Bruce Rennie, editor and legal adviser to the 
Press, and Paul Norris, Director of the 
Christchurch Polytechnic School of Broadcasting, 
addressed the media law class.

Contributors to the Public Law Programme during 
2003 included the Chief Justice of New Zealand 
Dame Sian Elias, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Rt Hon Jonathan Hunt, the 
Ombudsman Judge Anand Satyanand, High 
Court Judge Justice David Baragwanath, and the 
Secretary of Cabinet (now Privacy Commissioner) 
Ms Marie Shroff. The eminent public 
international lawyer, Professor Ian Brownlie QC, 
addressed the Public Law class during the first 
term of 2004. Most of the speakers in the 2003 
programme returned to give addresses in 2004.

The Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law 
hosted a number of speakers in September 
2003. These included Professor John Prebble of 
Victoria University of Wellington who spoke on 
the role of legal fictions in tax law and addressing 
the issue of why, in his view, tax law cannot be 
simple if it is to be fair. Professor Prebble is a 
well known academic who specialises in tax law. 
He also consults in the area, and has assisted 
the government in the continual struggle of 
striking a balance between fair treatment and 
comprehensibility in tax law. 

He was followed by Christopher Finlayson who  
is well known for taking high profile cases. He 
spoke on the case in which he acted for the 
British Government seeking to enforce a 
contractual clause of confidentiality on an ex SAS 
soldier who sought to publish an account of his 
deeds in the first Gulf War. The Privy Council 
decided the matter in favour of the Crown and 
Chris discussed the implications of this and other 
decisions in the law of undue influence and 
duress. 

Michael Gedye of the University of Auckland 
spoke on the issues of practice that have arisen 
out of the PPSA and its implementation. As his 

Visitors

book demonstrates, this was an invaluable 
discussion which was intellectually stimulating 
and practically indispensable.

Justice Willie Young spoke on securities law 
and noted that the legislature has not been 
idle in this area, with the transformation of the 
Securities Amendment Act into the Securities 
Markets Act and the advent of continuous 
disclosure obligations. This is, of course, on top 
of the pre-existing insider trading and substantial 
security holder provisions of that Act. Justice 
Young discussed aspects of the new Securities 
Markets Act regime.

In 2004 a formal seminar programme was institu-
ted. At the time of writing a number of speakers 
had visited the faculty. These included Elisabeth 
MacDonald, Victoria University speaking on 
Cultural Imperialism, Intersexuality, Circumcision 
and the Criminal Law; Sir Kenneth Keith, Justice 
of the Supreme Court of New Zealand, speaking 
on Revisiting Decisions of National Courts 
of Final Appeal in International Fora – Issues 
of Sovereignty and Finality; Neil Campbell, 
University of Auckland, Barrister, speaking 
on Civil Liability of Corporate Directors and 
Agents; Morag McDowell, formerly Director of 
Prosecutions, Health and Disability Commission, 
speaking on Issues of Professional Discipline 
– the Case of Health Practitioners; Judge Harvey, 
Judge of the District Court at Manukau speaking 
on The Death of Precedent at the Hands of the 
Computer; and Ramon Das, Victoria University of 
Wellington, speaking on Ethical reflections on the 
current situation in Iraq.

Justice Tipping, alumni of the Law School, and 
Judge of the new Supreme Court, spoke in July 
2004 on Privacy Law to the Torts and Media Law 
Classes.

The School of Law hosted the 
Australasian Real Property  
Law Teachers’ Conference from  
1 – 3 July 2004.

The theme was “Real Property Rights in 
an Age of Uncertainty” and there was a 
very enthusiastic response from lecturers 
throughout the South Pacific to present 
papers. Presentations included papers 
on electronic registration; the law of 
easements; the Property (Relationships) 

Act 1976; cybertrespass with respect to 
land transactions; waiver of forfeiture in 
commercial leases; and unconscionability 
and uncertainty in estoppel. There was a full 
programme which spanned two days. 

The Conference was well attended by lecturers 
from Australia, New Zealand and Vanuatu, 
and everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy 
the experience. There were many favourable 
comments about the quality of the papers, 
the warm hospitality of the School of Law, the 
wonderful environs in which we work, and the 
beautiful city in which we live. Our botanical 

gardens are “world class” and our taxi drivers 
‘the friendliest in the world”! 

The Conference dinner was held at “Six Chairs 
Missing” in New Regent Street and the success 
of the evening can be gauged by the fact that 
most people were there well into the night.

Many old friendships were renewed, and new 
participants obviously felt very welcome. As 
one participant concluded: “real property 
teachers are innately decent people”. 

Elizabeth Toomey

Australasian Real Property Law Teachers’ Conference

Chief Justice Dame Sian Elias

4



The inaugural issue of the New 
Zealand Yearbook of International 
Law was launched in June 2004. The 
Yearbook is an annual, internationally 
refereed publication intended to 
stand as a reference point for legal 
materials and commentary on public 
international law issues concerning 
New Zealand, Antarctica and the 
Southern Ocean, including critical 
writing in those areas. 

The first issue contains a high standard of articles 
and commentaries and the Editorial and Advisory 
Boards are very pleased with the final product. 
In his foreword to the inaugural issue, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade for New Zealand, 
the Hon Phil Goff, welcomed the publication of 
the New Zealand Yearbook of International Law, 
praising the substantial work of the Canterbury 
Law School’s International Law Group.

It should be noted, however, that this publication 
has come about through the contribution of 
academics and practitioners throughout New 
Zealand and abroad. The Yearbook boasts an 
exceptional Advisory Board, including Philip 
Alston, of Nerw York University and the European 
University Institute, Andrew Byrnes of Australia’s 
National University and the Australian Yearbook 
of International Law, Judge Antonio Cassese of 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia, Roger Clark of Rutgers School of Law, 
Professor James Crawford of the Lauterpacht 
Research Centre for International Law and the 
International Law Commission, Chris Joyner of 
Georgetown University at Washington, Benedict 
Kingsbury of New York University, Susan Marks 
of Cambridge University, Roda Mushkat of 
the University of Hong Kong, Mere Pulea, Vice 
Chancellor of the University of the South Pacific, 
Don Rothwell of the University of Sydney, Judge 

Weeramantry, former Vice President of the 
International Court of Justice,and Nigel White, of 
Nottingham University.

It has been the intention of the editorial Board to 
create a publication that will serve as a valuable 
tool in the determination of trends, state practice 
and policies in the development of international 
law in New Zealand, the Southern Ocean and 
Antarctica and to generate scholarships in those 
fields. Having said this, the Board has been 
conscious to include articles and commentaries 
that encompass broader issues. New Zealand, as 
a relatively isolated nation, is mindful and must 
remain mindful of wider international law and 
policy developments that may either directly or 
indirectly impact upon the area. 

Equally so, New Zealand offers a  unique 
environment, due to its size, population and 
strategic proximity to the Southern Ocean 
and Antarctica, that makes the New Zealand 
Yearbook of general interest to the international 
community. It is for the latter reason that the 
Yearbook contains a section dedicated to the 
Southern Ocean and Antarctica that includes 
commentary on both the annual Antarctic Treaty 
Consultative Meeting and the Commission for 
the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living 
Resource Meeting. It is intended that, in time, a 
section dedicated to Pacific Island States will also 
be included.                Alex Conte

www.laws.canterbury.ac.nz/ilg

International Law Group

Together, we will sing a song
Concerning a new civil wrong
Our plaintiff, Mrs Donoghue
In Paisley with her friend so true
Wellmeadow café they did meet
And ordered there a special treat
Ice cream with finest ginger ale
But added was a well brewed snail

Poets’ Corner (Some of you may find this strangely familiar)

“No more”, cried Mrs Donoghue
“No more, I’m starting feeling blue

No more, I think its poisoned juice
No more, and now my bowels are loose”
She gasped and screamed and sobbed and groaned
She howled and yelled and wailed and moaned
She sicked, and then she sicked some more
Threw up, steaming on the floor

And so she brought a claim at law
‘Gain’st brewer of the ginger beer
A tort she said it ought to be
In case of such calamity
An action in the courts was planned
Lord Atkin took a noble stand

“There should be liability
If maker is not neighbourly”

And so the manufacturer
Must pay for snails mixed in the beer
He must endeavour to ensure
That bugs don’t make his drinks impure
Lord A, his eye on Mrs D
Rewarded her most handsomely
Two hundred pounds awarded so
Our May, her winnings she could blow

Stephen Todd
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Australia
Geoffrey McCormick (1978) is currently a Barrister 
in Melbourne, having previously worked as 
Barrister and Solicitor for Rainey Collins in 
Wellington (1997-81), Counsel for the Hong Kong 
Government (1981-91) and Corporate Counsel for 
Telecom NZ (1991-97). Mark Smith is in the Sydney 
South office of Duncan Cotterill. Nigel McBride 
(1980) formerly Barrister and Solicitor of the High 
Court of New Zealand is now Chief Executive 
and managing partner of Adelaide’s largest 
commercial law firm Minter Ellison.

Malaysia
Alicia Voon Ai Sze (2001)  is an Advocate in 
Kuching, Sarawak, East Malaysia. Yeong Hui Yap 
(2004) is clerking in a law firm in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia.

UK
Rachel Prosser (1994) is now a Senior Lawyer 
(Corporate and Environment) managing the 
Enforcement team for London Borough of 
Southwark. George Forbes (1996) is in the London 
office of Clifford Chance.

USA
Charles Young (2001) currently at Chapman 
Tripp in Wellington is heading off to Yale to 
complete an LLM. Yale have given Charles a 
tuition fellowship and Charles has also been 
awarded the William Georgetti Scholarship and 
a BNZ Graduate Scholarship. Justine Kirby (1993) 
has been employed since 1999 by Debevoise and 
Plimpton in New York.

Andrew McRae reports on a special 
Pegasus Trust Scholarship
In the middle of last year an interesting new 
scholarship was offered to young members of 
the profession by the New Zealand arm of a 
body known as the Pegasus Trust. The Pegasus 
Trust is attached to the Inner Temple and it 
organises placements with Barristers’ Chambers 
in London for Commonwealth lawyers and for 
English Barristers to travel to, and experience, 
Commonwealth jurisdictions. In my case the 
scholarship allowed me as a young practitioner, 
with fewer than five years’ post admission 
experience, to go to London for three months 
to work in a number of different barristers’ 
chambers. In addition to spending time with 
barristers and solicitors, the Trust also arranged 
for me to visit various English institutions such 
as the House of Lords, the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council, the Royal Courts of Justice and 
the Old Bailey.

This was the first time that the Scholarship was 
offered to a New Zealand Barrister or Solicitor 
currently practising in New Zealand. Previously 
the award had been available to New Zealand 
students studying for a Masters in Law degree at 
Cambridge or Oxford Universities. I had become 
familiar with the scheme because in 2002 my 
firm, Raymond Donnelly & Co in Christchurch, 
had hosted an English Barrister for three months. 
I left Christchurch in late September. There were, 
of course, many unknowns but I was very much 
looking forward to the months ahead. The one 
major disadvantage was that I would miss the 
hype of the Rugby World Cup and, I hoped, an All 
Black victory. How wrong I was going to be on 
that.

Foreign Correspondents
Upon my arrival in London I took a few days 
to get my bearings and then I introduced 
myself to the Pegasus Trust secretary who was 
to administer my stay. She had organised my 
placement with five top tier Barristers’ Chambers 
being 2 Hare Court, 3 Hare Court, 6 Kings Bench 
Walk, 18 Red Lion Court and 3 Raymond Buildings. 
All of these chambers specialised in criminal work 
(except 3 Hare Court who were predominantly 
a commercial set). All were situated in opulent 
terraced brick buildings and all were within close 
proximity of each other. The carparks surrounding 
these buildings were like a European car bazaar 
with all of the major European brands well 

Offshore Alumni

The Courts of Justice

represented. The Pin Stripe and Chalk Stripe suits 
were standard fare. All of these images added up 
to the stereotypical English Barrister.

Interestingly, barristers were packed like sardines 
into available space in a chambers but, like 
everything, this confined space had its purpose. 
The cramped conditions ensured familiarity 
with one’s roommates and acted as a valuable 
learning tool for the younger barristers, or a good 
social tool for the more experienced.

The system within chambers was interesting 
and quite unlike anything we have here. The 
life blood of the chambers were the solicitor 
clerks who drummed up the work for all of the 
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etiquette. The profession appeared to protect its 
high standards by ensuring that there were strict 
admission criteria for prospective barristers. A 
prospective barrister could study for two years 
at a Bar School (mostly without finance) and 
still not gain a placement within chambers 
(a pupillage). For the lucky few who obtain a 
pupillage, the work does not stop there. There 
are constant courses and seminars, residential 
weekends (such as the Cumberland Lodge 
weekend I went on), mock trials and moots. 
These courses and tests, combined with the pupil 
system itself (where pupils are under the wing 
of the more experienced members of chambers), 
ensure the production of a high standard of 
advocate. 

In conclusion, apart from being in London and 
suffering from the English fans after the Rugby 
World Cup win, the scholarship was an absolutely 
amazing experience that allowed me to go 
places and experience things that I would not 
have been able to do on my own. I thank all of 
those involved in affording me that opportunity. 
It was an experience that I would thoroughly 
recommend to anybody.

Andrew McRae
Raymond Donnelly & Co, Christchurch

Marcus Disprose hums a tune: 
Take me to the April sun in ... the 
Caribbean?
I have to admit, ending up on a tropical island 
in the Caribbean was not what I expected to be 
doing at any stage during my professional career. 
Someone has got to do it though.

In 2001 my wife and I were looking at options 
of working overseas and seeing some of the 
world.  We considered the normal haunting 
ground of London, but both of us were looking 
for something a little bit different. I was reading 
through the Herald one Saturday and saw a 
job advertised for a tax and trust lawyer in the 
Caribbean. I then applied for the job and much 
to our surprise I was successful! We then had a 
quick decision to make as to whether we would 
then move to the British Virgin Islands for a 
couple of years. After doing a quick calculation 

barristers. They met, greeted, wined and dined 
solicitors in order to obtain their business. They 
also organised the barristers’ lives. They were all 
very entertaining and were always keen to rub in 
the England World Cup victory at every available 
chance.

The various chambers are led by a “head of 
chambers” who was usually an extremely 
respected QC with a string of high profile cases 
to his name. At the next level were the QC’s 
(the number of which helped to determine the 
status of the Chambers) and then there were the 
barristers of varying degrees of experience. At 
the lowest end of the food chain were the pupils 
- second six for those in their second six months 
in the chambers who were now appearing in 
court under supervision and first six for those 
who were in their first six months who carried the 
books, researched legal points and observed their 
“pupil masters” at work. 

My time during the scholarship was primarily 
spent in an observation role. I would arrive at the 
chambers I had been assigned to and then the 
Solicitor Clerks would consult their schedules 
and send me to the most interesting case of the 
day. This led me to a number of the better known 
landmarks around London including various 
Crown Courts, the Royal Courts of Justice and 
the Old Bailey. My placements with the various 
chambers were predominantly for two weeks and 
I was rotated around a variety of the barristers in 
the chambers. I was exposed to all different types 
of trials from murder down to simple dishonesty 
and I saw many other applications including 
appeals and pre-trial motions.

Without a doubt the highlight of the trip was 
my placement as a Judge’s Marshall, once at 
Snaresbrook Crown Court (an old Crown Court set 
in an old orphanage surrounded by parklands) 
during a drugs trial and then again at the Old 
Bailey during the course of a murder trial. A 
Judge’s Marshall sits with the judge on the 
bench getting a bird’s eye view of the trial. At the 
end of each court session the Marshall is able 
to retire to chambers with the judge and have 
candid discussion about the case and discuss 
the differences between English law and the 
Marshall’s home jurisdiction. 

In addition to this I also had a day at the House 
of Lords, having lunch with the Law Lords. I 
went to the Privy Council and I also met the Lord 
Chancellor. I was even introduced to a weekend 
advocacy course, similar to the NZLS Litigation 
Skills programme, at Cumberland Lodge on the 
Windsor Estate just near Windsor Castle. I was 
most impressed by these advocacy courses for 
junior practitioners. The support systems in 
place for the younger members of the profession 
are significant and help ensure a high quality 
profession based on respect, courtesy and 

of the USD salary into NZD (at a 42cent exchange 
rate!), it wasn’t much of a discussion.

We then embarked to the Caribbean. We did 
some research about the British Virgin Islands 
(BVI) before we went, initially to locate it on 
a map. It appeared quite small but had a lot 
of activities that were water based, including 
sailing, scuba diving, wind surfing etc. Little did 
we know most of the activities also incorporated 
a great deal of alcohol.

The BVI is a tax haven and the main sources of 
income for the Government and business on 
the island either come from financial services or 
tourism. The country is made up of a number of 
islands, varying in size with the biggest one being 
Tortola, where we lived. The native people there 
were all descendants from the native Arawak 
Indians of the Caribbean or from slaves bought 
over by the British in the 1700’s. The official 
population was about 22,000 but unofficially it 
was probably close to 35,000. The BVI was seen as 
a great place to live by other Caribbean people as 
it was relatively rich.

Our first impressions of the BVI were not good. 
We arrived late at night and were met with a 
burst of heat as it was still about 35 degrees. We 
were ushered into a small building masquerading 
as an airport - apparently it was supposed to be 
the BVI’s first supermarket and it actually did 
have chicken, just running around the terminal. 
After having our passports confiscated we were 
then driven into town. The next morning was 
the first impression during daylight hours and 
it was great. Turquoise seas and the trade winds 
blowing in the harbour.

I was working for a private trust company as the 
in-house counsel, specializing in administering 
trusts and companies for clients as well as 
setting up investment structures. The clients 
were from all parts of the world, which made the 
day quite demanding when dealing with time 
difference. I had to be prepared to take phone 
calls at home from clients in Hong Kong at night 
if things were urgent. Also, it was a step up from 
New Zealand dealing in currency amounts that 
would dwarf a lot of people on the NBR Rich List. 
However, the work was varied and never dull at 
all.

In my job I was able to travel quite a bit to places 
such as Hong Kong, London, Miami, New York. 
This was great as we both got to experience 
different cities. Other travels included other 
Caribbean Islands, with the highlight watching 
a cricket test match between Australia and the 
West Indies in Antigua. Sitting on the terraces in 
New Zealand will never be the same again.

My wife Caroline managed to get a job working 
for the Public Works Department as a Traffic 
Engineer. This caused quite a stir within the BVI 

Andrew McRae in London
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as she was the first white female to ever work 
for the BVI Government. However, her skills were 
soon put to good use by building the first set of 
traffic lights in the country. I kid you not, this 
job also included my wife appearing on local 
TV to tell local people that a red light meant 
stop! I think for a lot of people in the BVI, the 
installation of traffic lights was disappointing as 
it represented the encroachment of technology 
on their idyllic island life.

The BVI itself was a country of opposing cultures 
and views. On the one hand you had the local BVI 
Islanders, who initially were very stand-offish, 
but once you got to know them they were great. 
Then you had the ex-pat community which was 
a mixture of lawyers, accountants, boaties etc 
who were mostly there for a short period of time 
trying to earn as much money as possible. Each 
sector of the community tolerated each other but 
there was always an underlying feeling the BVI 
Islanders didn’t want the ex-pats there. They did, 
however, accept if the ex-pats weren’t there the 
BVI would not be as affluent as it is.

The ex-pat community was a bit strange at first 
as we walked into a ready-made social life. This 
was great considering we had moved to a new 
country but we were not ready for the amount of 
drinking that went on. I understand it is the same 
in other ex-pat communities around the world. 
We didn’t drink anywhere as much as some 
people and it was easy to see why there were 
a lot of alcohol related diseases in the ex-pats. 
We did meet a lot of good friends though and 
someone was always willing to help you if you 
had problems.

The BVI was also a country that was struggling to 
get to grips with infrastructure issues as it had 
grown quickly in a very short period of time. This 
was putting huge strain on things like electricity, 
and power blackouts at night were a regular 
occurrence. Someone said to me that it was like 
New Zealand back in the 1970’s with limited 
restaurants and supermarkets. You could get New 
Zealand mussels though! 

Down-time in the weekend was basically spent 
at the beach, drinking numerous rum based 
cocktails. We did, however, learn to scuba dive, 
do a bit of sailing and spent time on all sorts of 
boats, including a mega-yacht. I also managed to 
obtain an international rugby cap playing for the 
British Virgin Islands team in both 15’s and 7’s. I 
have never been much of a rugby player but I was 
a Kiwi and could pass and catch a rugby ball. I 
made the team on that basis.

We managed to explore a number of the islands 
that make up the BVI. Each has its own little 
quirks and magnificent beaches with a bar close 
at hand. However, after a couple of years, this 
lifestyle did start to grate on us a bit. Although 

we talked about going elsewhere for work, the 
call of New Zealand was just too strong.

If you are looking for something off the 
beaten track for work, then finding a job in the 
Caribbean could be the way to go. The work is 
demanding but a good time can be guaranteed. 
Just remember to pack an extra liver due to the 
amount you drink.

Marcus Diprose

Megan Addis
I think I decided to undertake overseas 
postgraduate study in my final year at 
Canterbury.  Even after two years of practising 
and teaching in Auckland the idea of further 
study hadn’t gone away so I decided to embark 
on the process of getting accepted into an 
LLM programme and finding funding.  What 
followed was a very intense period of internet 
surfing and form filling during which I felt like 
I was constantly harassing my referees.  I was 
accepted into the LLM programme at Cambridge 
University, having decided against applying 
to American schools, whose forms asked such 
questions as how many servants I had (0) and 
how much my mother’s jewellery was worth 
($0). Getting into the course was only the first 
(and probably the easiest) hurdle - I still needed 
$50,000NZ and, due to the many idiosyncrasies 
of Cambridge, a place in a college.

I was awarded a Commonwealth Scholarship, 
which apparently means they think I have 
leadership potential and will be a good 
ambassador for New Zealand.  We had a function 
for the Commonwealth Scholars at Government 
House in Wellington where the Governor 
General presented us with our awards.  Only 
the scholars from Canterbury bothered to show 
up and we had a great time being wined by the 
Link Foundation (an organisation to foster links 
between NZ and the UK).  I recall having strange 
conversations with older persons from the 
Foundation urging us to study for the good of the 
country and spoiling my mother’s surprise 50th 
birthday party planned for the next weekend.  I 
also received some additional funding from the 
Spencer Mason Trust, which provides money for 
overseas study for people living in Auckland.  

I chose to apply to Sidney Sussex College on 
the basis that they have a scholarship for post-
graduate law students.  Although they didn’t 
give me any money this turned out to be a good 
choice as I was given a large room in the centre of 
town conveniently located across the road from 
Sainsbury’s supermarket (responsible for my 
excessive caffeine and sugar consumption during 
exams) and all the pubs and night clubs (which 
made for an easy stumble home).  The college’s 

most famous alumnus is Oliver Cromwell, 
whose head is buried somewhere in the College 
Chapel.  The graduate community at Sidney was 
extremely international and full of people who 
are passionate about what they do.  As well as 
now having people to visit and places to stay all 
around the world, this also made for interesting 
debates - Irish, American, Russian, Nigerian 
politics, society, history etc.  

The LLM course at Cambridge is taught and is 
assessed by examination rather than by written 
work.  On the one hand this meant I could do 
relatively little work during the year and enjoy 
myself but on the other hand it meant for a very 
stressful examination period since everything 
came down to a three-hour exam for each of the 
four papers.  The choice of papers was difficult 
(they all seemed very interesting) but eventually 
I settled on two public law papers and two 
international law papers.  My decision as to 
which path ultimately to take was decided by my 
exam results: having never studied international 
law before and not having much of a clue 
throughout the year, these papers turned out to 
be my best marks.  I also had the opportunity to 
learn a language, so I decided to improve on my 
fourth form French by spending two hours every 
Wednesday being spoken to in French by a native 
French speaker and understanding very little.  

The highlight has to have been our trip to 
the International Court of Justice and the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia in The Hague.  In the ICJ Iran, 
represented by our lecturer James Crawford, 
was pursuing claims against America arising 
out of incidents in the Iran/Iraq war.  With the 
USA about to invade Iraq at the time I could not 
get over the irony of just how quickly the USA 
had changed sides since supporting Iraq in the 
1980s conflict.  We were also fortunate to have 
discussion time with Judge Rosalyn Higgins - the 
British judge and the only woman.

Megan Addis
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The ICTY was also fascinating. We watched 
Slobadan Milosevic cross-examining witnesses 
about the precise number of deaths at a 
particular incident. Given the number of people 
who died, the exact number didn’t seem 
important, but since we were only observing part 
of the trial it was difficult to tell exactly what he 
was attempting to achieve. He doesn’t accept the 
court’s jurisdiction and didn’t show any respect 
for the court. The audience watched the court 
from behind a large glass screen, which I was 
glad about since he’s a very scary man. 

After all the hard work for exams and a couple 
of weeks spent celebrating their end, graduation 
came around very quickly.  Despite the Latin, 
strict dress code and “Trinitarian” ceremony - 
kneeling prayer like before the College Master - it 
was extremely low-key compared to Canterbury.  
Due to my surname I was as usual the first 
person to graduate but instead of getting to sit 
down and watch everyone else after I received my 
degree (a comparatively small A4 size certificate) 
I had to leave the building, which meant that my 
graduation took about 30 seconds.

It was a very interesting time to be studying - 
international law was changing quickly with the 
war in Iraq, civil liberties and human rights were 
coming under pressure with the so-called war 
on terror and the shape of the European Union 
was adapting to the extension of membership to 
Eastern European countries.  

I’ve learned a lot - not only through the course 
work but also through the people I have met.  I 
think I have developed a more critical perspective 
on New Zealand’s constitutional arrangements 
and its place in the world.  

For the last 10 months I have been working 
at Liberty (aka the National Council for Civil 
Liberties), a human rights and civil liberties 
organization in London. Among other things, 
Liberty takes on test case litigation through the 
English court system and in the European Court 
of Human Rights in Strasbourg, France, under 
the European Convention on Human Rights and 
provides legal advice on public law and human 
rights issues. I am privileged to work with a 
team of lawyers and external barristers who 
are recognized as experts in this field. There are 
plenty of issues to keep us busy in the current 
climate with the “War on Terror” and the “War on 
Asylum (and other immigrants!)” spawning such 
measures as the detention of foreign nationals 
indefinitely without trial and the proposed 
removal of judicial review in asylum cases. 

I would like to thank my referees Stephen Todd, 
John Caldwell and Richard Scragg and Toni Hodge 
at the Scholarships Office.

Megan Addis

Antarctica: your opportunity awaits
Mike Chilton took the plunge, figuratively speaking, 
and participated in Gateway Antarctica’s Graduate 
Certificate in Antarctic Studies 2003/2004. The three 
month course included a trip to Antarctica over the 
Christmas and New Year period. As the only law 
student on the course, he hopes to hear of more 
taking up the challenge and gaining the experience 
of a lifetime. 

For most people, Antarctica is not at the forefront 
of their minds. It’s cold, far away and there 
is little chance of ever getting there without 
mortgaging the house or asking the parents for a 
$20,000 holiday loan. However, I managed to get 
there thanks to Antarctica NZ and UC Gateway 
Antarctica as part of the Graduate Certificate in 
Antarctic Studies. You too have the opportunity 
to partake in such an experience. Read on and I 
hope to show you that this is an opportunity that 
is challenging, life changing and full of surprises. 

The course is one of a kind and it is attracting 
people from all over the world. No, it’s not 
Antarctic legal studies. Instead it is a three month 
course studying all things Antarctica. The best 
part for all is the field trip to THE ICE. So if you 
read this before August 1st, you still have time to 
apply by whipping up an expose of your amazing 
talents in the hope of making the cut. 

Last year, 33 applicants went for the 20 positions. 
At first I thought I would be surrounded by 19 
geology students relishing the chance of using 
their pick-axe against a lowly/lonely law student. 
However, all credit to the selection process of 
Gateway Antarctica. My fellow course mates 
were amazing people ranging from 22 to 65 
years old, and originated from places such as 
Germany, USA, UK and Australia. The presence 
of the Australians did however pose a problem 
during the rugby world cup, but they were soon 
silenced thanks to the English. I digress; the 
participants’ backgrounds were equally varied, 
from landscapers (with a psych degree) to the 

military, Phd students and even a slice of British 
aristocracy.

From here on I could bring out the book of 
superlatives and attempt, with my limited 
(very limited) creative writing skills, to describe 
Antarctica. Simply put, I cannot. Instead, I will 
describe the phenomena and surprises that are 
unique to the course and Antarctica. The first 
was of shock more than surprise, when I heard 
we would be spending a majority of our stay 
away from Scott Base -in two-person polar tents 
camped on the Ross Ice Shelf.

The chance of getting to Antarctica on the first 
attempt is certainly not guaranteed. However, 
after passing the “point of no return”, now 
politically corrected to “point of safe return”, 
an arrival was almost assured. Jumping off 
the aircraft steps and onto the ice can only be 
described as sensory overload, like a childhood 
return to overwhelming wonder. It is a pity that 
the most dramatic moments in life last just a few 
seconds, never to be repeated.

Scott Base is the ultimate home away from 
home. Everyone there (we doubled the 
population upon our arrival) rolled out the VIP 
treatment. I know because we used the same 
showers as the Governor General. Our Head of 
State was at Scott Base at the same time and 
rumour has it she looks regal even in a dressing 
gown. 

Our stay at Scott Base was short-lived and we 
were soon delivered to our new home on the Ross 
Ice Shelf at Windless Bight (don’t let the name 
fool you). Setting up one two-person tent and 
then cooking dinner seemed easy enough. Let me 
tell you, 24-hour sunlight comes in handy when 
camping! Although my tent buddy and I started 
at 3:00pm, we were not eating until 11pm that 
night. The simplest of tasks were painfully slow 
for us green Antarcticans. 
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lighting effects off the Trans-Antarctic Mountains 
in the distance and the ‘diamond dust’ on the ice 
shelf around us.

I could go on, but it is time to wrap up (no pun 
intended) and I have not even talked about the 
day trips to penguin rookeries and seal colonies, 
nor the I-max crevasse or the historical huts. 
Don’t get me wrong, this was not a holiday, (yeah 
right, I hear). We carried out field experiments as 
part of the course during our stay, albeit whilst 
having a ton of fun.

So now you have a taste of Antarctica as I saw 
it. Of course, your experience will be different 
and I hope you take the golden opportunity to 
find out. Don’t let this one go by. You all have 
something very special nearby that others 
around the world see and take. It is just a matter 
of picking up the phone or looking at the web 
site (http://www.anta.canterbury.ac.nz/), which 
can be your first step to Antarctica.

I hope to read of your experiences this time next 
year.           Mike Chilton

With no running water, ordinary cleaning habits 
go out the window - body and dishes alike. Yes, 
for 11 days the closest thing I got to a shower was 
spilt drinking water on the face. For those who 
despise domestics, dishes time was brilliant. A 
quick wipe with the handy towel and you were 
set. No bugs down here to rot the left over smear 
on the plate. And besides, beef casserole in the 
porridge the next day was quite palatable.

The toilet arrangements were like nothing I 
have experienced. Without going too much into 
detail, we had to separate our ones and twos. 
Now this may seem easy but just try it, let alone 
remembering to do it next time you go!!  One of 
the practical realities of being a guy is the ability 
to accurately piss standing up (I admit, I can’t 
speak for all of us). The girls, on the other hand, 
are not so blessed and therefore required what 
can crudely be described as a hose and funnel, 
technically known as a female urinary device 
(FUD).

Besides the enormous amounts of laughter 
the FUDs generated, they ended up being an 
essential device for the ‘girls in the field’. In fact 
some of our female course mates mastered the 
new technique rather well and even took on the 
guys at their own game. Towards the end, female 
confidence was so high that there were claims 
that the FUD would come in handy back in NZ. I 
shudder to think how.

One of the many phenomena that existed down 
there was ‘Antarctic narcosis’. Whilst probably 
not within the true psychological definition, it is 
like a never-ending severe case of losing the car 
keys. Instead of car keys, it was the multitude 
of clothing items such as hats, gloves, goggles, 
sunglasses and cameras that became the subject 
of many a disappearing act. It would often 
occur during the most simple of tasks such as 
making a hot drink or putting on an extra layer of 
clothing. I lost my eye patches (to help me sleep) 
and searched everywhere. I eventually found 
them three days later -dangling around my neck.

Although the sun shone 24 hours a day, there 
was a clear distinction between the day and 
‘night time’. After 11 pm, the air seemed still and 
the smallest sound could be heard. ‘Night time,’ 
was the best for the pristine stillness Antarctica 
has to offer. I got up early one morning and 
ended up talking to someone over quite some 
distance by barely raising my voice. Later, we 
measured the distance using GPS at 800m.

Was it weird seeing the sun circling above 24 
hours day? - you had better believe it. 
Regardless of the constant light, sleeping 
was not a problem (if you knew where 
your eye patches were) but getting to 
bed definitely never occurred to me 
until after 12 most ‘nights’. The sun was 
lower at this time creating spectacular 

Grateful thanks to all our 
contributors for this year. The 
Editors would be pleased to receive 
news of other overseas alumni for 
future editions of this newsletter, 

and photos, where possible.
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The class of 1975-78 celebrated the 
25th anniversary of our capping during 
the weekend of April 30–May 2, 
2004. Actually, the anniversary was 
simply an excuse for anyone who 
started in 1975 (regardless of whether 
or when they graduated) or anyone 
who finished in 1978 to get together 
and reminisce. One email, sent to as 
many people as I could locate from 
my 1979 capping list, resulted in over 
90 people being contacted. On the 
day, 65 ex law students attended from 
as far away as the UK and Australia.  
Five of our “old”, but essentially 
unchanged, lecturers joined us at 
various times during the weekend.

The reunion programme consisted of: a “stein” 
on the Friday night at Bellamys; a golf match on 
Saturday morning; a “tutorial” by Prof. Burrows 
in our old A1 lecture theatre followed by the best 
group photo you have ever seen in your life, 
taken by the  Alumni photographer in the quad 
outside the lecture theatre, and then a tour of 
and afternoon tea in the present law school  on 
the  Saturday afternoon; a dinner in the Studass 
Lower Common Room on the Saturday night: and 
lunch on the Sunday at the Christchurch Casino.

Once we had battled our way though the 
requirements of the Privacy Act, the organising 
committee procured those dreaded enrolment 
“mug shots” that were taken on every law 
student’s first day in legal system.  Most people 
had forgotten that these were even taken -and 
for good reason as they were awful. The “mug 
shots” were placed on a data show and shown 
continuously at the Stein. The funny thing was 
that the more drinks we had the better they 
looked.  Then, at the dinner, the data show 
was repeated but this time the “mug shots” 
were merged with the present day photos 
compulsorily taken of everyone at the Friday 
Stein.  The scary thing was that, apart from the 
1970’s “big” hair styles and the “Joe 90” glasses, 
no one had changed particularly much.

The weekend just flew by filled with light-hearted 
fun and laughter. Prof Burrows spoke to us of 
what had changed in the law school and what 
things remain the same. We were as captivated 
as ever by his delivery style. We felt as if we had 
come home.

David Round had us in hysterics by his after 
dinner speech. Oh, why didn’t I think to tape it! 
The dinner was riddled with entertaining toasts 

and even a “mid course exam” modelled on our 
old midsessional papers. In answer to the 1977 
jurisprudence exam question in what situations if 
any does a human being have no personality? every 
table came up with the same answer “when that 
person is an accountant”. It seems that student 
rivalries never die.

All those who attended the reunion were asked 
to write a bio of what they had got up to over the 
last quarter of a century. Rest assured that life 
has never been dull for any of us (or at least that 
is the impression we all tried to create!).

The bios , the “mug shots” and photos from our 
university days are now all stored on a secure 
Yahoo internet site that has been set up for all 

eternity to which will be added the photos taken 
during the weekend and anything else anyone 
wants to add in years to come.

The reunion, which was 18 months in the 
planning, was meticulously organised by my 
merry band of helpers; Gerard Richardson, Celia 
Barker, Danny O’Neill, Karen Feltham, Alan Bruce, 
Craig Ruane and Robyn Redford. Friendships 
have been rekindled, holiday homes have been 
offered and everyone has gone away with an 
overwhelming sense of belonging. 

The whole thing was such a huge success that we 
will all be back by popular demand in May 2014. I, 
for one, can’t wait. 

Margaret Gifford, Class of 1975-78

The biographies submitted for the Reunion 
revealed that the intake class of 1975 are 
generally content with their diverse lots. 
While one Auckland lawyer did admit to 
occasional dreaming of a “Gaugin-like 
escape to a more passion filled existence”, 
the biographies were filled with satisfied 
professional and recreational lives. For many 
graduates, though, it seems that children 
remain life’s greatest achievement and joy.

The legal career path of the graduates over 
the last twenty five years ranged from those 
who were still working happily in the one 
law firm (in Christchurch, Nelson and the 
West Coast) to those working in Government 
Departments, and Parliamentary Counsel’s 
Office in Wellington, to those working as 
corporate counsel both in New Zealand and 
overseas and to one graduate who works for 
legal services for the Defence Force. Included 
in the class was a former President of the 
New Zealand Law Society.

At least two of the law graduates found 
their calling as Ministers of Religion; another 
graduate now hunts heads rather than souls 
(for a human resources consulting firm); and 
yet another manages and directs a fabric 
business.

Extra-curricular activities range from the 
musical (there is an opera singer and rock 
and roll musician in the class) to the sporting 
to community service (amongst the class 
there are several Rotarians, and the founding 
President of the New Zealand Alzheimers 
Society).

Graduates shared their recollections and 
memories of the Law Faculty. One suggested 
that “lecturers must have been so young: 
so many are still there”. Another wrote that 
the “amazingly idiosyncratic law lecturers” 
stayed strongly in her mind – “their personal 
style, gait in one case, hair in another, and 
use of language are all strong in my mind 
today”. No names were given.     John Caldwell

Class of 1975-78 reunion
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In February and March 2004 Ursula 
Cheer was delighted to take up a 
Visiting Fellowship at the University 
of Melbourne School of Law, at their 
Centre for Media and Communica-
tions Law. This trip was arranged 
by the Director for the Centre, Dr 
Andrew Kenyon, who is carrying out a 
three year empirical research project 
examining defamation law in context, 
comparing Australian and US news 
production practices and how they 
affect debate about public issues. 

As I am writing up my own research project 
into New Zealand’s defamation laws and how 
they impact on freedom of expression, Andrew 
and I were keen to discuss and compare our 
empirical projects. Besides this useful contact, 
the Fellowship provided an opportunity to spend 
three glorious weeks working on nothing but my 
research, without interruption of any sort.

Melbourne is in drought, which was most evident 
as the plane flew in. This drought has continued 
for approximately seven years and so has become 
accepted as a way of life in the city. Although 
there were no actual warnings in my apartment 
accommodation to conserve water, it was rather 
bizarre to see all ornamental ponds and pools 
standing empty around the city and surrounded 

by protective fencing. No fountains worked in any 
of the delightful parks either. Locals regaled me 
with stories of how citizens were dobbing in their 
neighbours who breached water bans by cleaning 
their cars. But otherwise, life appeared as normal 
and pretty laid back. The weather throughout 
was generally balmy, but the temperatures 
spanned a huge range from 17-39 degrees. I had 
been forewarned that Melbourne weather is 
changeable, but promised rain on the odd day 
proved to be elusive. As I walked to and from the 
University and around most of the central city, 
this was most agreeable.

Melbourne University is an extremely pretty 
campus, with architecture ranging from Victorian 
gothic, to the corporate black façade of the 
new law building. I was accommodated about 
10 minute’s walk away in the Italian sector 
near Lygon Street. Daily walks to and from the 
University were punctuated by chats and smiles 
from local nuggetty Italian men competing 
with each other for custom - I learned to politely 
refuse most offers to dine in the outside cafes. If 
you closed your eyes, you could almost believe 
you were in Europe.

As it was early in the year, the Law Faculty 
was rather quiet, which suited me immensely. 
Melbourne Law School has a staff of about 70 
and appears to be extremely well resourced, 
with state-of-the-art electronic facilities in each 
lecture theatre and seminar room. The new study 
year  began while I was there and although all 
lecture theatres were constantly full, the building 
was extremely sound-proof and user-friendly. I 

was also able to assess its fire alarm procedures 
during my stay, as the alarms went off on a very 
hot and windy day. We were efficiently directed 
down from the fifth floor of the library, and only 
realised it was a real fire when we reached the 
second floor and smelt the smoke. At this point, I 
became rather alarmed that I had dutifully left all 
my research in my research carrel. However, the 
fire was small and was soon put out. The building 
has a still-functioning old telephone exchange 
in the middle of the ground floor (which will 
eventually cease to operate, but was allowed 
to remain as a condition of the purchase), and 
an unknown person had stupidly flicked a lit 
cigarette into this area onto a pile of paper 
rubbish.  

As a host, Andrew Kenyon was generosity itself. 
I was assigned very good research facilities and 
within a short time of my arrival, was invited 
to attend a defamation seminar at which 
the speakers were Dr Michael Gillooly of the 
University of Western Australia, lawyer Nic Pullen 
of Holding Redlich, editor Chris McLeod of the 
Herald and Weekly Times and Andrew himself. 
This was followed by a dinner at the Staff Club, 
at which I was able to simultaneously catch up 
on Australian media issues, and politics. Andrew 
also introduced me to colleagues involved 
in his empirical research, Chris Dent and Tim 
Marjoribanks. Their three year project is much 
more labour- intensive than my own and involves 
considerable travelling and many face-to-face 
interviews. (A first article on this research has 
been published at (2004) 9(2) MALR 89). It is 
funded by the Australian Research Council,  and 
I was struck by how much more funding is made 
available in Australia for these sorts of projects, 
than in New Zealand, where legal empirical 
research has a very poor profile and where many 
academics across all subject areas are competing 
for very small pools of funds. I also made contact 
with a fellow Kiwi, Denis Muller, a Fellow of 
the Centre. Denis is also surveying Australian 
journalists as part of his PhD, I had a number of 
stimulating discussions with him about his work 
and we agreed to share data where possible. 

I had two weekends in Melbourne and three 
working weeks. For much of the time, I gladly 
devoted myself to sorting out numbers 
and graphs, and assembling and analysing 
anecdotal replies of the New Zealand media 
who had responded to my postal survey. This 
uninterrupted work allowed me to finally discern 
the shape of my project and also determine 
just what was required to complete it. I left the 
law building each day with considerable regret, 
which was a most pleasant feeling.  However, I 
also allowed myself time to explore the city on 
foot on the first weekend. Having travelled to 
Melbourne only once before for a conference, I 
found it much more than the shopping mecca I 
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had taken it to be. The city has 
a genuine cultural centre focus-
sed around its Arts Centre, Art 
Gallery, Centre of the Moving 
Image and  theatres. This area 
is located on the banks of the 
Yarra river and does indeed 
make you feel you are on the 

South bank of the Thames in London. There are 
beautiful gardens spread about the city and 
many old buildings to visit and admire. One such 
was the National Library, where I rediscovered 
my appreciation of cartoonist, Michael Leunig at 
an exhibition of clay animation figures created 
of his work for a film made about him by actor, 
Bryan Brown. Leunig has been cartooning for 
the Melbourne Age newspaper for years, which 
is a publication quite like Christchurch’s Press in 
character. This was another joy of my uninterrupt-
ed life for 18 days - obtaining and reading all the 
newspapers I could lay my hands on!

On the second weekend, Andrew kindly drove 
me out of the city to take in the scenery, which 
was timely since it was Grand Prix weekend and 
the Italians on Lygon had gone completely mad, 
driving around and showing off in their decorated 
Ferraris until the early hours. I also found time 
to catch up with a friend from my Cambridge 
years whom I had not seen for about 14 years 
(neither of us had changed but we had acquired 
children!!), and with Canterbury graduates Phil 
Hides and Genevieve Denize (featured in the 
previous newsletter). Genevieve was doing very 
challenging insurance litigation and had the 
possibility of taking a case to the Australian High 
Court, while Phil, who had been looking for work, 
obtained a good position during my visit.  It was 
most gratifying and pleasant to catch up with 
our alumni in this way.

I departed Melbourne with some regret, though 
after three weeks away from my four and six year 
old and their dad, I was also ready to go.  I left 
with memories of balmy weather, time which 
passed more slowly than usual, the rediscovery 
of the delights of my own research, the taste 
of nougat bought at Victoria market, leisurely 
swims at the Victorian City baths, the exhausting 
riches of the State Art Gallery, watching the final 
part of Lord of the Rings in the Chinese sector 
and enjoying it more because I was away from 
home, but most of all, of getting to know new 
friends and colleagues and experiencing the 
generosity of other academics who are prepared 
to share and discuss their work. This was a 
most fulfilling and significant visit for me and I 
remain most grateful to Andrew Kenyon and the 
Melbourne School of Law. I am also delighted to 
have been appointed Honorary Senior Fellow of 
the University of Melbourne for the remainder of 
2004.

Ursula Cheer

LAWSOC
LAWSOC began 2004 in the 
knowledge that it was the best club 
on campus. 

In September of last year LAWSOC swept the 
floor clean at the inaugural Outward Bound UCSA 
‘Supreme Club of the Year’ Awards. LAWSOC 
won Best Faculty Club, Most Worthy Community 
Contribution (for our work with Community Law 
Centre Canterbury) and overall ‘Supreme Club’, 
picking up $7000 worth of prizes in the process. 
Shortly before the awards ceremony LAWSOC 
had held its AGM. Building on the success of 
2003, four incumbent executive members took 
positions on the 2004 executive and were joined 
by seven new members. It was with these good 
omens in mind that LAWSOC began 2004.

LAWSOC acts as a representative body for 
law students in general. This year saw strong 
recruitment numbers, with nearly 800 students, 
including many keen 101 students, anxious 
to explore the ‘unique’ law school way of life. 
Recruitment continues to be sponsored by 
MinterEllisonRuddWatts, who have been similarly 
supportive for several years. Their support, the 
hard work of the executive and the interest and 
enthusiasm of the student body ensured that 
LAWSOC’s year was off to an excellent start. 

Sponsorship from Lion Breweries (Speights) saw a 
successful beginning to the year with the “Meet 
the Lecturers Barbeque”. A firm fixture on the 
LAWSOC calendar, it allows students to meet new 
faces or catch up with more familiar ones as the 
university year gets under way. We also caught up 
with some not-so friendly faces from university 
security. However, their concerns were addressed 
and a sunny day with a good turnout meant a 

very successful event. The social atmosphere 
continued with the Gerry Orchard Staff vs. 
Students Cricket match, held at Ilam fields. This 
was the second time a cricket event has been 
held in recent years, and it was a resounding 
success. With some stunning student and staff 
performances and wine (generously donated by 

Messrs McCoy) and sausages both flowing freely, 
the emphasis was firmly on having a cracker 
time. At the end of the day, the staff again won 
the match taking home the trophy (NB however 
the heavy assistance from “outside” counsel). 

In line with our ‘academic support’ objectives 
LAWSOC holds a book sale and two recruitment 
evenings. This year the book sale was, as 
always, a huge success. There were hundreds of 
second-hand books and discounts (in the range 
of 20%) offered on new books from LexisNexis 
and Brookers. The first recruitment evening was 
equally successful. Many local firms attended 
the evening and nearly 250 students toured the 
Law School. A second evening is planned for 
14 September. Should your firm be interested 
in attending please contact Tim Sissons 
(tjs59@student.canterbury.ac.nz).

Our next event was the Buddy Night. This is a 
function at which first year students are paired 
with a senior buddy, who is able to answer 
some of the inevitable questions about law 
school. This assistance can be academic, but 
is more often just help settling in, and finding 
one’s feet. The evening was held at The Bush Bar 
and was once again generously sponsored by 
Bell Gully. With very strong turnout, this event 
continued to provide a successful academic 
and social starting point for many first year law 
students. Also of note this year has been the Price 
Waterhouse Coopers 200’s Classic. Previously 
this event was held at the UCSA but LAWSOC 
determined a change of venue was necessary. 
The event was shifted to the very classy XO 
bar on Oxford Terrace. The event was a sell-out 
success, and provided some welcome relief 
after mid-sessionals. There have been a number 
of other LAWSOC social events, (such as the 
‘Tropical’ Mystery Bus Trip and PFO Night (also at 
XO)) and there are a number yet to be held. The 
annual Quiz Night, Leavers Dinner and End of 
Year Barbeque will all ensure that studies do not 
entirely consume the time spent at university. 
At the moment, sales are underway for the 
Chapman Tripp Law Ball, to be held at the West 
Stand of Jade Stadium. The title/theme this year 
is “The Regal Ball - A Royal Affair”. Steinlager and 
champagne will be offered at the door and then a 
selection of Delegat’s Wines (and assorted beers) 
over the rest of the night. A three course sit-down 
meal will be served and two bands will play over 
the course of the evening. In keeping with the 
theme entertainment will include jugglers, fire 
breathers and fiddlers. As the high point of the 
LAWSOC social year, it will bring together some 
650 students and staff, and is keenly awaited by 
all.

LAWSOC also offers an array of other events. 
The Law Revue sees those of theatrical ‘talent’ 
dancing and singing in an original show that 

Third Parties

Cricket match organiser Gerard McCoy
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highlights not only the aptitudes of participants 
but the lighter side of the study and practice of 
law. The Law XV Rugby team plays a traditional 
tri-series against Engineering and Forestry. 

Another source of inter-student competitiveness 
are the legal competitions. These competitions 
take place at all of the country’s five law schools, 
the winners of the regional competitions 
going on to compete at the New Zealand Law 
Students Association (NZLSA) Conference 
and the Australian Law Students Association 
Conference. The success of these competitions 
depends heavily on the work of the competitions 
officers and a vast array of volunteers who judge, 
participate and set up the competitions. It is also 
very important to note that the sponsors of these 
events support not only Canterbury’s regional 
competitions but the national and international 
equivalents of these competitions too. As such, 
MinterEllisonRuddWatts must be thanked for 
their support of the Action Advocate, Russell 
McVeagh for their support of Client Interviewing, 
Buddle Findlay for their support of Negotiation 
and Bell Gully must be thanked for their support 
of Mooting. The NZLSA Conference will this year 
be held in Victoria, and Canterbury is hoping to 
continue its proud tradition of success in this 
forum. 

As I write, the second issue (of three issues) of the 
student magazine, Obiter, is under production. 
It easily remains the most professional regional 
law students’ magazine in New Zealand. This 
year sees two new editors at the helm, who have 
enthusiastically taken up the challenge to live up 
to the high standard set by their predecessors. 
It provides useful practical information for 
law students, as well as commentary on the 
happenings at the law school and sometimes a 
vent for writing on issues of the day. All those 
who wish to contribute are asked to get in touch 
via LAWSOC. 

LAWSOC is constantly busy. The support of our 
members is invaluable. The enthusiasm and 
support, especially of the core few (who turn up 
to every event no matter what), is essential to 
LAWSOC’s success. The support of the Faculty 
is irreplaceable. The provision of resources and 
facilities, in tandem with staff participation and 
assistance helps to maintain the already existing 
excellent standard of relationships within the 
Law School. However, the two most important 

sources of support are sponsors and the 
extremely committed LAWSOC executive itself. 
The dedication of the executive is the primary 
reason for any successes LAWSOC has.

George Hampton

IPLS
The Christchurch Branch of the 
Institute of Professional Legal Studies 
has started off a very busy year 
located in new premises downtown at 
137 Hereford Street.

Our first two groups of trainees were admitted 
in early May. Our next onsite group is over half 
way through the course having started litigation 
with Heather Murdoch. Our online group who are 
working with Sarah Templeton are busy coming 
to grips with analysis.

There have been some recent changes to staff. 
Anne O’Brien was reluctantly farewelled in May 
when the lure of chambers proved too strong. 
Anne has contributed an enormous amount to 
the Institute over the past eight years and she 
will be greatly missed.

Happily, Sue Foley has agreed to take up a 
temporary role with us teaching legal practice. 
Sue has been in commercial practice for the last 
6 years and starts with us in August. She will be 
a familiar face to many as she has tutored at the 
law school for some years.

We have been receiving expressions of interest 
from those trainees who finish their degree at 
half year and we remind those trainees that our 
final intake for the onsite course starts in early 
September. Any enquiries may be directed to our 
branch administrator, Frances Ray, ph. 9643100. 
Enrolment forms for 2005 are also now available.

Finally we would like to thank the Law School 
at Canterbury for their ongoing support. We 
continue to enjoy an excellent relationship 
with the staff of the law 
school and look forward 
to maintaining that 
relationship in the future.

Sarah Templeton

The College of Law
The College of Law now offers a 
professional legal studies course 
online. 

The Professional Legal Studies Course Online 
(PLSCO) is a part-time 18 week course offered 
three times a year in January, March and July. 

The course is structured so that students can 
work and do the course at the same time. If 
working, a student will need to be absent from 
their workplace for a total of three and a half 
weeks on a full-time basis - two weeks at the 
beginning of the course, one week in the middle, 
and three days at the end of the course. The rest 
of the course is delivered online and is studied 
part-time. Students need to ensure that their 
employer understands these arrangements.

For the online phases of the course, students will 
need to be able to devote up to 23 hours a week 
to the course. If working, employers should know 
that it is desirable that at least two half days each 
working week are available for the 14 1/2 weeks of 
the online parts of the course.

No matter where a graduate completed his or her 
degree, the full time face-to-face onsite sessions 
are offered in Christchurch, Auckland, Dunedin, 
Hamilton and Wellington. In Christchurch, the 
College has run its face-to-face sessions at both 
the College of Education and in the Coppertop 
at the University. Students have access to the 
Government student loans and allowances 
scheme. In addition, the College has negotiated 
a Graduate Pack specifically for its students 
through the Bank of New Zealand. 

Content of the course
The PLSCO covers all the skills content the 
Council of Legal Education requires (e.g. 
advocacy, fact analysis, interviewing, negotiation, 
etc...), but presents the content in contexts 
such as litigation practice, property practice, 
and commercial practice. There is also a choice 
of an “elective” where a student can choose to 
complete some study and assessment in the 
context of either acting for the “Private Client” 
or for the “Corporate Client”. The Private Client 
elective covers topics such as Family Law, 
Criminal Law and Wills & Estates. The Corporate 
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Client elective includes Mergers & Acquisitions, 
Corporate Governance and Banking & Finance.

Teaching methods
The PLSCO is a combination of face-to-face onsite 
teaching and distance online learning. In the 
onsite teaching, students are taught in a group 
of about 16, with one instructor assigned to each 
group. The distance learning takes the form of 
an online, electronically delivered programme of 
interactive learning. The online timetable guides 
classes through a weekly programme of work. 
Students do not undertake the work simply by 
interacting with the computer. They are allocated 
to one or, in some cases, two instructors with 
whom they are in constant contact throughout 
the online parts of the course.

The course website provides students with a 
variety of learning resources including interactive 
tutorials, quizzes and exercises in which classes 
practice the skills and apply the knowledge 
learnt. The website also has links to internal 
resources (instructional notes and practice 
papers) and external legal libraries and databases. 
Students need to have internet access on their 
own home or work computer.

The online instructor(s) acts as mentor and 
facilitator throughout the course. Students are 
able to seek advice or direction from instructors 
by email, fax or phone. Students regularly submit 
course work activities to instructor(s) in order to 
receive detailed feedback and, where appropriate, 
assessment of work.

For more information  
telephone: 0800 265 529 
enquiries@collaw.ac.nz.  
Also, see  
www.collaw.ac.nz.

law students who identify as being Maori. 

2004 has seen the inception of a Maori Law 
Students Facilitator, with Kari Austin being 
appointed to the job. This role is for all 
administration tasks as needed through tutorials 
and exam wananga. The biggest news of the year 
came in the smallest package. Megen Mckay 
gave birth to a beautiful baby girl, Adia McKay.

The tradition of quality T.P. mooters has 
continued. Lydia Harrison, Jonathon Jones and 
Taryn Tuari all mooted well in the preliminary 
rounds of the Canterbury Law School Moot 
competitions. Justin Wall made a fine showing 
in the semi finals, and Kari Austin displayed her 
class in a tightly competed final. Both Justin 
and Kari represented Canterbury in the recent 
Australasian Mooting competition. This was a 
great effort from all involved, and each a first 
time mooter. 

Te Hunga Roia, the annual Maori Law conference 
is to be held in Rotorua. This event is the 
foremost event of the year. Workshops will be 
all the more interesting due to the political 
developments of the year. 

2004 has been an amazing year for Maori. First 
there was the speech in Orewa that launched a 
million footsteps, and then the protest that made 
the nation ask, “What’s a foreshore?” The Maori 
channel started, thousands of people made the 
hikoi from Cape Reinga to Poneke and the Maori 
Party formed. Thus it has been important to 
feed ourselves with the right information, and 
we were happy to help organize a lecture about 
the seabed and foreshore issue given by Sasha 
McMeeking. Sasha has been the main part of 
the Ngai Tahu team making their submissions to 
the Government and now to the Human Rights 
Commission. 

As this year passes T.P. has many goals to strive 
for. However our main goal is and has always 
been the same, to make sure our whanau 
members are well nourished with support 
academically and socially. 

We would like to thank the new Pro Vice 
Chancellor Law, Scott Davidson for his support 
and setting up a good means of communication 
between ourselves and the law faculty, and to the 
new head of Maori Department, Rawiri Taonui 
for his support. We would also like to thank Te 
Akatoki and Lawsoc. Nga mihi nui ki a koutou. 

No reira tena koutou, tena koutou tena tatou 
katoa.

Na Hamuera Kahi

This year’s competition went well with an 
excellent standard set right from the start.   

Congratulations to; Christopher Macklin, 
winner of the Judge’s Cup for best mooter and 
Colin Fife, winner of the Law Faculty Cup for 
best first time mooter.

Thank you to the following Canterbury 
practitioners for their support: Mr Geoff 
Brodie (Anthony Harper),  Mr Raoul Neave 
(Barrister), Ms Moka Ritchie (Young Hunter), 
Mr Jonathan Scragg (Duncan Cotterill), Mr 
Jared Ormsby (Wynn Williams), Mr Dale 
Lester (Barrister), Mr Paul Norcross (Cavell 
Leitch Pringle & Boyle – now Barrister), Mr 

Paul Saunders (IRD), and Mr Matthew Watson 
(White Fox & Jones).  

Thank you to Mr Andrew Scott-Howman 
from Bell Gully for participating in the panel 
judging the final moot and for representing 
his firm who is the chief sponsor of the 
competition.  Thank you also to our very own 
Prof Scott Davidson who also judged the Final 
Moot.

I would also like to thank and acknowledge 
the support of Justice Lester Chisholm who 
chaired the Bench for the Final Moot.

Kathryn Dalziel

Mooting 2004

He aha te mea nui o te ao o te tauira?  
He kai, he kai, he kai. 

What is the most important thing in 
the world to a student?  
It is food, it is food, it is food. 

Ki te Atua i runga rawa, nana nei ngaa mea katoa, 
tena koe e Ihowa 

Haere, haere ngaa mate i ou kotou waka, ki 
Hawaiki nui, ki Hawaiki roa, ki Hawaiki Pamamao 
ki te Hono Wairua. Teenei te mihi maioha ki 
te roopu tautoko ki ngaa tauira Maaori e whai 
ake nei te ture Pakeha kei te Whare Wananga 
o Waitaha, ara, ko Te Putairiki. No Reira Tena ra 
Tatou Katoa. 

The life of a student can be turbulent. The ups 
and downs can be like the ebbs and flows of 
the tide washing over the foreshore. So it is 
important to start things in the right way. This 
year Te Putairiki started in the right fashion, with 
a kai. 

Old and new members alike gathered to hear 
four prominent past members of Te Putairiki 
share their experience of uni life, law school and 
Te Putairiki itself. This hui reaffirmed the need 
for whakawhanaungatanga and manaakitanga 
within our ropuu, and the growth of our group 
in numbers and experience. It was an invaluable 
introduction for the first year students to the 
mahi that Te Putairki strives to do, specifically 
provide academic, social and cultural support to 

 Te Putairiki
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The inaugural Joseph Yates prize has 
been awarded to law student Amanda 
Gordon. Amanda is in her fourth year 
of a BA/LLA and will be completing 
her law degree in 2004. Joe’s widow, 
Jane, presented the first award and 
her speech is reproduced below:

“It is a great honour to be here with all of you 
and to finally meet Mr Rapley, who now teaches 
the Trial Advocacy course that my husband 
Joe created. I am so pleased to know that Joe’s 
reputation and popularity has meant that his 
course continues with enthusiastic students and 
a high attendance rate.

As you may already know, in 1996 Joe and I came 
to New Zealand to follow our dreams and for Joe 

to have the opportunity to write and teach the 
trial Advocacy course. Our beloved Gerry Orchard 
made all of this possible. I was told that he did 
not read many resumés from America but luckily 
for us, he liked Joe’s. Joe and Gerry were great 
friends and I know both of them are looking 
down on me and telling me to keep this brief and 
to the point. Joe’s favourite expression to me and 
his students was KISS – ‘Keep it simple, stupid.’

I know Joe is here with us in spirit today and is 
wishing you all the best. I won’t recite to you 
any of the stories that he told in his class as they 
have probably become part of his legacy to the 
Law School. What I can say is that Joe truly loved 
it here in this department and with his students. 
I don’t remember many days he didn’t arrive 
home in Wainui with great enthusiasm about 
the course and his students, especially with the 
beginning of each new year.

The Joseph Yates Fund
19 November 2003

Just this time last year, with Joe in a very 
weakened state, he insisted on conducting the 
last exams for the year. We begged him to stay 
home and rest but his students came first. He 
told me he didn’t want to leave this life without 
completing his obligation to them.

He didn’t want to let them down. When he 
finally realised he would be unable to continue 
his contract for the following February term, 
he quietly accepted this ending to his teaching 
career and ultimately to his life with a sense of 
serenity.

At this point Joe told me that if someone gave 
him the choice between being back in the US as 
a fulltime litigator and living to be 85 or having 
8 years living at our little paradise in Wainui, 
teaching this course, and dying at 58, he’d 
take the latter. As he said to me, “Honey, it’s a 
no brainer”. I knew he meant it and that gave 
me peace about his time here in NZ and the 
happiness it imparted to him. 

I also know if Joe was standing here today to 
speak to you he would tell you to reach for your 
dreams, never give up, and have some fun on 
your journey. I speak for him in congratulating 
you all on your accomplishments this year.

Late last December, shortly after Joe died, 
Stephen Todd suggested we set up the Joseph 
Yates Memorial Fund to commemorate Joe’s 
contributions to the Law School and to reward its 
students. Happily, I raised enough funds to make 
this a perpetual, annual prize to the top student 
in the Trial Advocacy class.

It was a very close competition this year. As well 
as to the winner, Amanda Gordon, I would like 
to say well done to Catherine Butchard, Michael 
Chilton, Joanna Turnbull and Nigel Wolland who 
all ranked very highly. I know you all worked hard 
to achieve this.”

Jane Yates

ANZSLA Essay 
Competition
Canterbury Law Student Paul Trisley wins 

Australia and New Zealand Sports Law 

Association Paper Award

For the second consecutive year, a student 

from the School of Law has won the 

prestigious ANZSLA paper award. This award, 

established in memory of Paul Trisley who 

was a well respected sports lawyer and an 

original member of ANZSLA, is presented at 

the annual conference of ANZSLA. Contestants 

must submit a research paper on a sports 
law issue, and the paper is assessed on its 
accuracy, originality, practical value to sports 
administrators and lawyers, and its academic 
quality. The judging panel comprises one 
superior court judge or legal counsel, one legal 
academic, one senior solicitor and one senior 
sports administrator.

This year, Stuart Barnard’s paper entitled 
“Secondary Victims and Their Recovery for 
Mental Injury” was considered the best. The 
paper was written as a research paper for the 
2002 Summer School Law and Sport course.

This is a great accolade for Stuart, the Law 
School and Canterbury University. Since the 
Law and Sport course was introduced in the 

Law School in 1998, students from that course 
have submitted papers for the award and 
have enjoyed considerable success. Last year, 
students from the 2002 Law and Sport course, 
held in the first semester, gained the top three 
places, the winner being Aaron Pickett. In 1999 
and 2000, Canterbury students were placed 2nd 
and 3rd.

Stuart receives return air travel to the 2003 
ANZSLA Conference to be held at the Australian 
Institute of Sport in Canberra between 12-14 
November, accommodation at the AIS and 
registration as an attendee at the Conference. 
He will be presented the Paul Trisley Award at 
the Conference Dinner.

Elizabeth Toomey

L-R: Jane Yates, Amanda Gordon and Dr Robin Mann, Chancellor of the University
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The Centre for Commercial and 
Corporate Law is well into its stride in 
producing and promoting scholarship 
both within the university and in the 
wider community. 

Sebastian Meis, a German exchange student 
studying for his Masters degree at the University 
of Canterbury in 2003, won the Annual Prize for 
Excellence in Legal Writing with his excellent 
essay exploring the controversial issue of parallel 
importing in New Zealand.  He considered 
the advantages and disadvantages of parallel 
importing, concluding that policy decisions in 
this area come down to balancing the advantages 
for the consumer with the importance of 
protecting intellectual property. He argued 
that different restrictions may be appropriate 
for different types of products; however it is 
also conceded that this may be logistically 
impractical.  The author finally asserts that the 
importance of laws restricting parallel importing 
will become less vital as globalisation continues 
and technological protection methods progress.

Other work of a very high standard submitted for 
the prize included papers on insider trading and 
the possession/use distinctions; deterrence and 
economic analysis in respect of breaches of the 
Securities Act; and transnational corporations on 
the enjoyment of human rights in host nations. 
The Centre is pleased to be able to reward 
students who engage in innovative research and 
this year’s entrants show the high standard of 
research at the Canterbury Law Faculty.

The Centre also assisted Elizabeth Henderson to 
attend the Australian and New Zealand Society 
of International Law (ANZSIL) Postgraduate 
Workshop held in Canberra on 17 June 2004 as 
part of the annual ANZSIL Conference.  Elizabeth 
was one of six New Zealand students who 
attended this workshop where she presented 
aspects of her LLM dissertation entitled ‘Cross-
Border Merger Control and the International-
isation of Competition Law’. Elizabeth’s 
presentation focused on the internationalisation 
of competition law, by examining the difficulties 
associated with the limits of national merger 
control laws and making suggestions as to how 
international accord, specifically in the trans-
Tasman context, might proffer a solution to the 
cross-pollination of business enterprise giving 
rise to competition concerns beyond the reach of 
national controls.

Also in the wings under the editorship of 
Elizabeth Toomey is “Contemporary Issues in 
Sports Law”.  It will be a selection of essays with 
appeal to a broad range of legal practitioners 
involved in sports law, sports law academics and 
the wider environment of sports administrators.  

Such a publication is well overdue in New 
Zealand.  There has been a very enthusiastic 
response from people willing to contribute and 
an extensive list of lawyers engaged in the area 
is currently writing for the work.  The topics 
are wide-ranging and will cover every aspect of 
sports law from digital TV rights and intellectual 
property issues to judicial review of sports bodies 
and dangerous risks and our criminal nuisance 
threshold. 

This work follows the success of “Insurance Law:  
Practice, Policy and Principles” published at the 
beginning of the year which contains thirteen 
essays covering all aspects of insurance law in 
New Zealand. The work has been a huge success 
and is the most up to date statement on the 
law of insurance in New Zealand today. It joins 
the “Commercial Law Essays – A New Zealand 
Collection” and “Company Law Writings – A New 
Zealand Collection” in the expanding library of 
the Centre. 

The 2003 Spring Seminar Series was another great 
success with visits from Professor John Prebble 
of Victoria University, Christopher Finlayson, 
Barrister ,Michael Gedye of the University of 
Auckland, and Justice Willie Young. Another great 
list of speakers has been organised for 2004. A 
theme is apparent: we will be visited by Justice 
Richardson, Justice Tipping, Justice Thomas and 
Justice Fogarty.

All of this action can be attributed to the addition 
of Kirsty Morris who has joined the Centre for 

Centre for Commercial and Corporate Law

Commercial and Corporate Law in a volunteer 
position assisting the Director, Duncan Webb.  
She will be assisting with organising seminars, 
dealing with administration matters and 
developing new initiatives.  Kirsty is a third year 
law student at the University of Canterbury and 
has spent several years working and travelling 
before returning to study in 2003. Things have 
never looked better!

Duncan Webb

Prizes
The Gold Medal in Law was awarded to Elizabeth Beadle. The University Prize in Law was 

awarded to Melissa Waterfield in 2003 while the Brooker’s Prize in Legal System was won 

by Alice McCubbin-Howell. The Macarthur Prize in Law winner was Sarah Jackson and the 

Minter Ellison Rudd Watts Prize was won by Rosara Joseph. The Iain Johnston Memorial Prize 

in Law went to joint winners Sophie Curtis-Ham and Kate Johnson and the Duncan Cotterill 

Prize in Equity and Succession prize winner was Virginia Christie. The winner of the Duncan 

Cotterill Award in Law for 2003 was Kristy Judson. The Wynn Williams & Co Prize in Torts was 

jointly won by Rebecca Britton and Natalie Buchanan and the Raymond Donnelly & Co Prize 

in Criminal Law went to Joshua Blackmore. The Russell McVeagh Award for Excellence in 

Intellectual Property Law winner was Rosara Joseph. The winner of the Anthony Harper Prize 

in Banking Law or Insurance Law was Mark Fisher, and the Anderson Lloyd Caudwell Prize in 

Land Law winner was Richard Harker. The Anderson Lloyd Caudwell Prize in Contract winner 

was Nigel Thomson. The Canterbury Law Review Prize went to Mark Bradley, while the CCH 

Prize in Taxation Law winner was David Patterson. The LEADR Dispute Resolution Prize 2003 

winner was Deborah Rogers, and The New Zealand Law Review Prizes were awarded to Alice 

McCubbin-Howell, Sin-Dam (Grace) Lee and Stephanie Woods. The inaugural Joseph Yates 

Prize for Trial Advocacy was awarded to Amanda Gordon. 
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2004 began with the sad news that both Matt & 
Julia were to leave the Law Library for glittering 
new careers in Wellington; Matt as a television 
script writer (with a bit of librarianship and book 
reviewing on the side), Julia as Research Librarian 
at Crown Law.  They have been replaced by two 
very enthusiastic new staff, Helen Kissell and Sue 
Johnston.  Helen is new to both librarianship and 
the law but has been making leaps and bounds 
in coming to terms with the vagaries of both.  
Although also new to the Law Library, Sue is a 
long-term employee of the university library and 
we are benefiting from her vast experience here. 

Other new arrivals in the library are in the 
technology category.  We received almost 30 new 
computers.  These compact black numbers have 
flat screens and run considerably faster than 
their predecessors, something we are all very 

pleased about!  We also have new laser printers 
plus another photocopier.  These additions reflect 
the increasingly heavy use by our students of the 
wealth of electronic resources that lawyers must 
now be familiar with.

Some of you practitioners out there who 
may look back to your alma mater with fond 
memories of the days when – if you were lucky, 
and very, very good – you might just occasionally 
have searched either Lexis or Briefcase for vital 
information for an essay, moot, or a research 
paper.  A recent tally of the number of databases 
available to Canterbury Law students now comes 
to over 150 – and that number does not include 
databases embedded in Lexis, Westlaw, Quicklaw, 
Heinonline, Oxford Journals etc etc…….

Karen Willyams

Awards and Honours
In November 2003 three University of 
Canterbury law alumni featured in new judicial 
appointments announced by the government. 
Justice Andrew Tipping (1967) was appointed as 
one of five judges who will sit on New Zealand’s 
new Supreme Court. This is New Zealand’s 
highest court, replacing the right of appeal to the 
Privy Council. High court judge Justice William 
Young (1974) has been appointed to the Court 
of Appeal and Queens Counsel John Fogarty 
(1971) has been appointed to the High Court. Rob 
Murfitt (1971) has been appointed a Family Court 
Judge. 

Andrea Ewing (2004) has been appointed a 
Judge’s Clerk in Wellington High Court. Jonathan 
Scragg (2002) completed his term as a Judge’s 
Clerk at the High Court in Wellington in April and 
has now joined Duncan Cotterill in Christchurch.

Professor Philip Joseph was conferred a Doctor 
of Laws degree during graduation week 2004. 
The doctorate recognises a lifetimes publishing 
work in particular, his writing of the public law 
text published in New Zealand – Constitutional 
and Administrative law in New Zealand. Professor 
Joseph is only the second Canterbury academic 
to be awarded this doctorate, the first being 
Professor Stephen Todd in 2002.

New Zealand Alumni Gossip
Craig Ruane (1979) is currently with Raymond 
Donnelly. Ai-Bee Tan (1990) is in private practice 
and a Solicitor with CYFS in Wellington. Quang 
Trinh (1998) is currently working in the litigation 
department of Chapman Tripp in Wellington and 
David Patterson (2003) is a taxation consultant 
with KPMG in Auckland. Paul Diver (1979) 
manages Paul Diver & Assoc Ltd Employment 
Relations Consultants in Auckland. Dean 
Kilpatrick (2001), former Olympian, is now an 
Employers Advocate and Matt Watson, formerly 
at Bell Gully has joined the staff at White, Fox & 
Jones.

Congratulations to Canterbury Law Student, 
Caroline Stanton, who came 2nd in the Grand 
Final of the Dame Malvina Major Foundation Aria 
Competition held in July 2004. Caroline also won 
the 2004 Young Performer of the Year Award, the 
Shoestring Opera Trophy for the most promising 
Canterbury Aria Singer under 30yrs and the 
Kennetts Jewellers trophy for the most promising 
Canterbury singer under 21 yrs. Caroline will 
represent Canterbury a the national Vocal Award 
Competition later in the year.

Adam Feely (1985) featured in a profile article 
in the Sunday Star Times in March 2004. After 
spending some time working for Bell Gully, Adam 
spent several years in Britain with the Justice & 
Trade and Industry Departments. Adam returned 

Scandalum

New staff members Sue Johnston (left) and Helen Kissell

Law Library

Competitions at Canterbury ran smoothly 
in 2004.  A good number of students 
both competed and assisted as actors 
in all four competitions, and the judges 
involved commented on the high standards 
maintained by competitors.  

The winners of this year’s competitions were 
Negotiation: Danie Beukman and Beth Lee
Action Advocate: Amy Shakespeare.
Client Interviewing: Chris Macklin and Laura 
Willson.
Mooting: Chris Macklin was best mooter, and 
Colin Fife was best first time mooter.

We were hugely grateful for the members 
of the law faculty who were involved in 
the competitions as judges – your time 
was much appreciated. The involvement of 
faculty is a key factor in maintaining student 
participation and competition profile, and we 
hope to see more of this next year.

Finally, our thanks must go to the ever 
patient administrators on the 5th floor, Fiona 
and Heather – thank you for letting us take 
over the photocopier and assorted stationery 
from time to time!

Olivia Grainger and Mariaan de Beer

Competitions 2004
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each week is their immediate goal. We wish them 
lots of luck. 

A notable barrister and part-time Trial Advocacy 
lecturer who shall remain nameless recently 
asked a black power member (a witness in a 
murder trial) whether the assailant he saw firing 
the pistol at the deceased, was Caucasian or 
pakeha. A slightly dim moment for the barrister 
involved.

In July 2004 the Law School actively participated 
in the university wide Information Days. Over 
two days, prospective students and their parents 
were invited to attend presentations by PVC 
Scott Davidson, a tour of the law school, a 
sausage sizzle organised by Lawsoc and a highly 
entertaining mock trial held in the Moot Room. 
This of course called on the varied acting talents 
of staff (including David Round) and students 
much to the amusement of the audience. 

Obituary
David Robinson (1978) died on 15 June 2003 in 
Adelaide after a short illness. David studied law at 
Canterbury where he met his wife Wai Chee who 
was also a law student. After graduation David 
returned to his former profession of teaching 
for a period of time then joined a practice in 
Palmerston North. A move to Adelaide in 1988 led 
to David working in several city practices before 
establishing his own practice as Robinson Gerard 
and Co specialising in Commercial Law. David 
greatly enjoyed sports and gained a reputation as 
a first class cricketer. David is survived by his wife 
Wai Chee Robinson, a lecturer in Business Law 
at the University of South Australia and his two 
daughters Shelley and Abby.

to New Zealand to become national manager 
of the Companies Office, then joined Baycorp 
as general manager in 1999 before returning to 
the public sector in 2002 as group manager, 
Crown Resources at the Ministry of Economic 
Development (MED). Adam was appointed MED’s 
director of Auckland business in March 2004.

The School of Law fared well in the comments 
of Todd Nicholls (2002) in the article he wrote 
for Canterbury Tales, October 2003 issue. Todd’s 
article compared his studying experiences at 
Queen’s University, Belfast from 1999-2001 and 
Canterbury Law School 2002. “One difference 
was that while the choices of modules at 
Queen’s were by no means minimal, the choices 
at Canterbury were overwhelming and highly 
practical.” Todd said “At both law schools the 
standard of teaching was excellent, although I 
have no doubt Canterbury law school benefits 
from having so many ‘home grown’ lecturers 
who know not only the legal terrain in which 
they are teaching, but the pressures facing local 
students.”

Law School Trivia
Yet again the Law School demonstrated its 
intellectual superiority over lesser disciplines 
and the university administration by winning 
the Canterbury Challenge Quiz (sponsored by 
Macfarlane Dougall Stringer) for the 3rd time 
in five years. Attentive readers will no doubt 
have noticed that David Rowe, Jeremy Finn 
and Cynthia Hawes form a common thread 
in our success (though there may be other 
explanations). Other members of the team for 
2004 were Anne O’Brien and Margaret Ricketts.

Mid 2003 Ursula Cheer entertained women from 
various professions at the annual dinner hosted 
by the Canterbury Women’s Legal Association. 

Ursula began with a tribute to Christchurch 
Lawyer Michelle Langrope, who not long before 
had lost her battle with breast cancer. Ursula 
then proceeded to give the audience a humorous 
insight into the juggling of roles between a 
mother, partner, legal academic, law faculty 
member and student mentor.

A Law School based tennis team aptly named 
‘Out of Court’ plays in social grade tennis on 
Wednesday evenings. In order to prevent 
disgracing the Law School name, the team of 
Geoff Leane, Neil Boister and John Caldwell have 
resorted to roping in students as reserves in the 
hope they may have some of the required ‘tennis-
specific skills in hitting an oncoming ball 
regularly’. The team’s vision and strategic plan is 
to move up a little from second to bottom 
placing in 2003 social grade, but fielding a team 

Justifiable Homicides L-R: David Rowe, Margaret Ricketts, Jeremy Finn, Anne O’Brien, Cynthia Hawes

Mock Trial in the Moot Room

19



The School of Law NEWSLETTER is published by the University of Canterbury School of Law, Private Bag 4800, Christchurch, New Zealand.  
Tele +64 364 2602; email: ursula.cheer@canterbury.ac.nz or richard.scragg@ canterbury.ac.nz

Editors: Richard Scragg and Ursula Cheer 
Assistant Editor: Fiona Saunders

Photographs: Ursula Cheer, Richard Scragg, Duncan Shaw-Brown, Jane Yates, Megan Addis, Mike Chilton, Andrew McRae 

Designed and printed by Design and Print Services, University of Canterbury.

Contributions appearing in this publication do not necessarily reflect the policy or views of the University of Canterbury, the School of Law or 
the Editors.

Professor Orchard is recognised at home 
and abroad as New Zealand’s most valued 
analyst of criminal law and evidence. The 
essays in this book are a tribute to him and 
his enduring influence. The authors, his 
friends and colleagues, represent Bench, 
Bar, Law Society, and Universities and have 
written essays that capture the diversity and 
breadth of interest of Professor Orchard.
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