
Canterbury University Press: Book Proposal Guidelines

Canterbury University Press publishes academic works, including monographs and edited collections. We also publish rigorously researched books that will appeal to a more general audience.

Please email us a Word document providing the following information to assist with the consideration of your proposal. If you have submitted or are intending to submit your proposal to other publishers at the same time, please let us know.


Title

Subtitle

Byline
Name/s and affiliation/s of author/s and editor/s and anyone else who should be named (for example, translator).

Headline
Summarise your book in 10–15 words without repeating the title or subtitle.

Pitch
What is the main purpose of your book? (Approximately 150 words.) 

Key features 
Please list, using bullet points, the distinctive features of your book including any that you consider to be unique or innovative.

Scope and approach
A brief summary of the subject area, approach, structure, themes and concepts of your book; an indication of the breadth and depth of the coverage, including what will not be covered.

Chapter outline
A list of your chapter headings and sub-headings; a description of each chapter’s content; an estimated word count for each chapter.
For edited collections please provide the names and affiliations of all confirmed chapter contributors.

Readership and market
For academic books: the level of reader you are writing for and the subject areas that will be interested in it.
For all books: the primary readership, and the main market (within NZ and internationally if applicable).
If your book could be used as a course text please give as much information about the institution and course as possible.

Competing and comparable works
List at least 3 titles on a similar subject (comparable) or on the same subject (competing) that are still in print, including title, author, publisher, year and price. A comparable work is one that a reader might buy as well as yours, a competing title is one that they might buy instead of yours.

Word count
Total word count including front matter and end matter (though not the index), for example foreword, preface, acknowledgements, notes, bibliography and appendices. 



Delivery date
When do you expect to be able to submit your finished work to us, including essential figures and illustrations?

Target publication date
What is your expectation for a publication date? Please include details of any stipulations about publication date, such as those related to funding. In the case of textbooks, please advise which semester your book would be required by. We usually allow c. 12-18 months for production from date of submission depending on size and complexity.

Sample material
Please provide one or two sample chapters as a Word document. If this is not your first book, you may provide samples of your published work instead.

Biographical and contact details
Your email address, postal address, contact telephone number and a list of relevant publications.

Readers for the review process
For academic proposals, the names and contact details of at least 3 people external to your institution who could be approached as specialist readers. 

Images and illustrative material
Information about illustrations and figures, including photographs, maps or charts, including the total number.

Copyright material
Please be aware that you will need to clear permission for any copyright material reproduced in your work and cover the cost where there is a charge. 
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