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Building on the momentum of our 150th anniversary
celebrations, 2024 was a year of renewed purpose and
progress made possible by you, our generous donors

and alumni.

Thanks to your support, we
continued to make education
more accessible and equitable,
empowering students and
researchers to thrive and contribute
meaningfully to Aotearoa New
Zealand and beyond. The stories
in this report highlight the lasting
ripple effect of your generosity:
one life transformed can impact
countless others.

For over 150 years, graduates
of Te Whare Wananga o Waitaha |
University of Canterbury have gone
on to serve their communities, shape
industries, and spark discovery.
Today, that legacy continues through
those who once benefited from a UC
education and are now helping the
next generation succeed.

Christine, Lady Brownlie,
a distinguished UC Law alum,
established the University of
Canterbury International Law PhD
Scholarship. Her generous gift will
enable talented students to explore
critical global issues, ensuring New
Zealand maintains a strong voice in
the field of international law.

UC alum John Rutherford,
who once faced the prospect of
abandoning his master’s degree due
to financial hardship, is now giving
back by creating a scholarship to
support second-year students in
need, just as a scholarship once

helped him continue his studies.

And a generous anonymous
donor is now opening doors for
UC Business students to travel to
Asia for intensive three-week study
tours. These experiences allow
students to immerse themselves in
different cultures and gain a deeper
understanding of how commerce is
transacted across borders.

These acts of generosity, and
many others like them, reflect
something much greater than a
single thoughtful gesture; they
embody the power of a connected
community working together to
shape the future. Every opportunity
created, every student supported,
and every dream realised drives
change far beyond our campus.

You are vital to this shared
mission. Thank you for walking
alongside us. We look forward to
the incredible impact that we will
create together.

Nga mihi,

TheaKleiber

Kaihautt | Director of Advancement
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Sowing the Seeds
of Community

Tucked into awild green corner of UC’s Ilam campus, orange and
yellow calendula blossoms stand against a backdrop of plants going
to seed as cold weather sets in. Strawberry plants and pumpkin
vines sprawl over raised garden beds. A pair of piwakawaka
(fantails) flit by, performing a mid-air dance around a pergola.

An aged wooden sign says: Waiutuutu Community Garden.

Building Bridges
to Asia

Photo by Katelyn Greer on Unsplash
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Students love being
outside in nature.
It’s good for their
physical health to
be in the garden,
and it’s good for
their mental

health too.

JAM KELLY

4

Dr Elizabeth Steele found a sense
of community at UC’s Waiutuutu
Community Garden when she first
arrived in Otautahi Christchurch
from the United States.

Shaping the
Future of
Education
Together

University of
Canterbury
Foundation
Financials

UC is the first university in Aotearoa
New Zealand to set up a community
garden for students, staff, and other
community members.

Volunteers descend on the garden
every Friday - composting, looking
after the plants, and sharing in the
harvest.

“It’s really nice to weed next to a
nineteen-year-old who’s enthusiastic
and not sure what to do with their life.
As you get older, you get more cynical,
but students have a great outlook,”
says Dr Elizabeth Steele. Her family’s
foundation, the United States-based
Steele Family Foundation, has donated
US$20,000 towards the garden.

Each year, she and her siblings
nominate charitable causes and
organisations to receive support.

“It’s a great way for me to give
back to the community that | live in,”
says Dr Steele.

“I lived right next to the garden
when | first arrived in Christchurch,” she
says, pointing to the tan corrugated
iron roof on the other side of the fence.
“| saw on Google Maps there was a
garden right here.”

Dr Steele, an anaesthesiologist,
and her cardiologist husband moved to
Aotearoa New Zealand from the United
States in October 2020. Her husband
had been a medical student in New
Zealand, and they both wanted to live
internationally again.

“Those first couple of months
living here, | was like, What have |

Thank You for
Standing With Us
in2024 Team

Meet the
Advancement

Connect With
Our Alumni
Ambassadors

done?” Dr Steele felt she was at a
loose end.

She met Jam Kelly, UC Community
Gardens Coordinator at the Office of
Sustainability, while volunteering at the
Waiutuutu Community Garden. They
hit it off, united by a shared interest in
sustainability.

“Jam’s a really genuine person,
very welcoming, and | think she’s
created a nice community here.
Sometimes we would just sit here and
weed together. Digging in the dirt,
seeing things blossom and bloom, and
meeting young people - it’s really good
for the soul.”

The feeling appears to be mutual.
“Elizabeth’s donation and support for
the garden is so amazing,” says Kelly.
“She recognises the importance of
having a community space where
people can meet others and learn
about growing their own food.”

Kelly runs several workshops out
of the garden, including worm farming
and composting. She’s had interest
from other Aotearoa New Zealand
universities about establishing their
own community gardens.

“Students love being outside
in nature. It’s good for their physical
health to be in the garden, and it’s good
for their mental health too,” says Kelly.

Kelly has many plans for the
garden now that she has financial
support but ultimately her goal is to see
the garden continue to be a gathering
place for our community.
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John Rutherford almost didn’t
finish his master’s degree

in computer science at the
University of Connecticut

because he was running out
of funds.

Luckily, he received a last-minute
scholarship that made it possible for
him to complete his studies.

Today, the University of
Canterbury alum, who graduated in
1972 with a BE(Hons), is a successful
financier who has co-founded two
major investment firms in the United
States. He’s never forgotten how
that scholarship changed his life’s
trajectory.

Now, through the John Rutherford
Scholarship, he’s helping students
who find themselves in similarly tough
financial positions.

Focusing on second-year
students, who have the fewest
scholarship options, Mr Rutherford
wants to support students who’ve
proved their mettle and commitment
by successfully navigating the first year
of their studies.

“lam very proud of the excellent
education the University of Canterbury
provided me,” he says. “l count it an

Solar Sunflower
Gift Powers
Innovative
Learning

From Canterbury

to the World Stage to Asia

honour and privilege to help others
receive the same educational benefits
that I received.”

He has always been committed to
providing educational opportunities for
students, having previously supported
UC Centre for Entrepreneurship’s
Summer Startup Scholarships and
Mapura Bright Start Scholarships, as
well as contributing to the new UCSA
building. His real interest, however, lies
with students who are in the middle
of their studies and find themselves
needing to make the difficult decision
between finishing their degree or
abandoning it for the job market
because of financial constraints.

“We are immensely grateful to
John for his significant contribution,”
says UC Deputy Vice-Chancellor
Academic Professor Catherine Moran.
“His gift not only enhances educational
opportunities for UC students but
also sets a powerful example of how
philanthropy can directly impact
students’ lives at university and
beyond.”

The John Rutherford Scholarship
will play a crucial role in helping
talented students achieve their
academic and career goals, ensuring
that financial barriers do not stand in
the way of their success.

Building Bridges

credit: ChristchurchNZ
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Donations like these
will let students see
the theories they’re
learning in class
transformed into
action. They’ll be a huge
inspiration for what
can be done with the
application of theory
and a little bit

of creativity.

DR JANNIK HAAS

With a click and a quiet
mechanical whir that’s barely
audible over the wind’s bluster
on a fresh Canterbury day,

the black circular fan of solar
panels turns two degrees west.

Set into a squat concrete stem near
where the iconic Mushroom Building
once stood, the Solar Sunflower is one
of two solar energy systems generously
donated to the University of Canterbury
by Golden Solar BIPV, a Christchurch-
based company that specialises in
integrating photovoltaic technology
into building materials.

“The Solar Sunflower project
exemplifies the powerful synergy
between innovation, education, and
sustainability, demonstrating how
clean energy solutions can seamlessly
integrate into both architectural spaces

and dalily life,” says Founding Director
Shawn Huang.

The Solar Sunflower is the first of
its kind in New Zealand. It stands about
five metres tall when fully unfurled and
has photovoltaic ‘petals’ that track the
sun’s movement to maximise electricity
generation. Golden Solar BIPV also
installed a semi-translucent solar glass
panel awning outside UC’s Engineering
and Physical Sciences (EPS) Library.

Both the Sunflower and the awning
will allow students to witness practical
and architectural applications of solar
technology. Such understanding is
a vital step on the journey towards
widespread adoption of renewable
sources of energy.

The electricity generated by these
systems will directly contribute to
significantly reducing the University’s
carbon emissions.

Dr Jannik Haas, Director of
Studies for Renewable Energy
in UC’s Department of Civil and
Natural Resources Engineering says,
“Donations like these will let students
see the theories they’re learning in
class transformed into action. They’ll
be a huge inspiration for what can be
done with the application of theory and
a little bit of creativity.”

Golden Solar BIPV is a
Christchurch-based company
dedicated to the research,
development, and application of
Building-Integrated Photovoltaics
(BIPV). “We specialise in seamlessly
integrating solar power generation
into architectural design and building
materials.” Founding director Shawn
Huang is excited to have more
opportunities to collaborate with the
Faculty of Engineering and continue
enriching student learning experiences
going forward.
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UC has announced its first donor-funded International
Law PhD Scholarship, enabled by a generous gift from
distinguished alum Christine, Lady Brownlie.

This prestigious scholarship will
support one full-time PhD student
annually, fostering excellence in
doctoral research in International Law.

The scholarship reflects Lady
Brownlie’s dedication to promoting
academic achievement and
perseverance in a traditionally male-
dominated field. As one of only four
female students in her Bachelor of
Laws (LLB) class and the only woman
who went on to earn a Master of Laws
(LLM), Lady Brownlie graduated from
UCin 1968 before becoming a law
lecturer at UC. Her legacy now inspires
the next generation of legal scholars.

Speaking about the scholarship,
Lady Brownlie expressed her hope that
it will inspire students to explore the
role of international law in international
affairs and its impact on global
governance.

“The observance of international
law has never been more important
than in the current state of world
affairs,” she said.

In addition to the scholarship,
Lady Brownlie has long supported UC’s
Ewart Hay Prize in Public International
Law, which she established in 2009 in
memory of her uncle, Ewart Hay.

|

Lady Brownlie signs the gift
agreement in London

A graduate of what was then
Canterbury College, Ewart Hay had a
distinguished legal career in Otautahi
Christchurch, a remarkable record in
the Second World War, and was an avid
sportsman.

Executive Dean of UC’s Faculty of
Law, Professor Petra Butler, expressed
her gratitude for Lady Brownlie’s
generosity.

“We are immensely grateful
to Lady Brownlie for her generous
donation for the PhD scholarship in
International Law,” said Professor
Butler. “Her significant contribution
will not only empower an aspiring
international lawyer to pursue
advanced legal research but also
enhance the academic rigour and
prestige of our Law School. Lady
Brownlie’s support is a cornerstone of
opportunity, reflecting her unwavering
commitment to academic excellence
and the advancement of legal
education.”

The selection panel for the
scholarship includes world-renowned
legal scholar and UC alumni Professor
Benedict Kingsbury, alumni Victoria
Hallum (Deputy Secretary, Multilateral
and Legal Affairs, New Zealand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade),
Professors Karen Scott and Petra
Butler from UC’s Faculty of Law, and UC
Vice-Chancellor Professor Cheryl de la
Rey.

Professor Butler says, “It’s
inspiring to see alumni like Lady
Brownlie recognise the importance of
our Law School and value the quality
of legal education at UC. Through her
vision and generosity, Lady Brownlie
is not only investing in leaders of
international law, but she is also helping
to safeguard the principles of justice
and peace. Her legacy will resonate far
beyond the walls of UC, shaping global
conversations for years to come.”
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This gift doesn’t just
support international
learning; it shapes
globally minded
graduates who will
carry these lessons
throughout their lives.

PROFESSOR PAUL BALLANTINE

.

=

Study Tour students in Guangzhou, China
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Kate Clements has long been
interested in China — curiosity which
eventually led her to join a UC Business
School study tour, where she had the
chance to experience the country first-
hand.

UC’s study tours to China and
Southeast Asia are supported by an
anonymous donor passionate about
fostering deeper understanding
between Aotearoa and its closest Asian
neighbours. His support has helped
students like Kate gain insights into
cultures and economies that can’t be
learned from a textbook.

Thanks to the donor’s generosity,
the cost to students was halved -
making it more affordable for the 22
domestic students who participated.

“Asia is completely unfamiliar
to most Kiwis,” the donor explains.
“My hope is to help build the cultural
fluency we need for the future.”

“These tours are about learning
through cultural immersion,” says
UC Business School Director of
Internationalisation Will Shannon.
Students come away with practical

<

Study Tour students in Jakarta

knowledge of what it takes to function
effectively across cultures.

The tours have a practical
focus, requiring students to work in
teams to research and develop real
recommendations for New Zealand
businesses interested in entering Asian
markets. Students return with greater
confidence, cross-cultural awareness,
and a better understanding of global
business.

For Kate, the three-week China
tour revealed how much business
success depends on relationships and
trust. “It wasn’t about speed; it was
about rapport,” she says.

Her experience in China deepened
her appreciation for innovation and
adaptability.

What stayed with her most,
however, were the connections. “We
met people from Malaysia, Singapore,
Vietnam, and Japan. Now, when | go to
Malaysia, I've got people to see.”

UC student Patrick Beggs also joined
the Southeast Asia tour and visited
Singapore, Malaysia, and Indonesia—
places he might never have otherwise
explored.

“It's amazing how a city the
size of Lake Taup0 could become a
global trade powerhouse,” he says of
Singapore.

The most valuable lessons came
from cultural insights — such as respect
for hierarchy and the importance
of ‘saving face’. These experiences
transformed his perspective, even
influencing how he interacts with
people back home.

“We are deeply grateful for the
generous support that has made
these study tours accessible,” says UC
Executive Dean of Business, Professor
Paul Ballantine. “This gift doesn’t
just support international learning; it
shapes globally minded graduates who
will carry these lessons throughout
their lives.”

“For the students who take part,
the impact of these tours goes far
beyond the itinerary. It changes how
they see the world — and their place in
it,” Professor Ballantine says.
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For more than 150 years, gifts through wills
and bequests have transformed the lives of
students, contributed to ground-breaking
research discoveries, and enriched the
University’s cultural collections and libraries
for the benefit of the whole community.

At the University of Canterbury, bequests have
always been more than just financial gifts;
they are lasting legacies that shape the future.
Through the generosity of those who came
before, today’s students have access to greater
opportunities, resources and support.

Each of these gifts tells a story of gratitude,
aspiration and belief in the transformative
power of education. They will continue to make
a difference in the lives of students for years to
come, ensuring that knowledge, mentorship and
opportunity remain accessible to all.

What We Do
Now Echoes
in Eternity

Fuelling More Than a Shaping the University of Thank You for Meet the Connect With
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Dr Alene Willosn (%)

¢ | LEGACY GIFT
FOR THE FUTURE

“I believe in the importance of education and
the opportunities it brings to people, whatever
their background,” UC alum Dr Alene Wilton
says. Having gained her Bachelor of Arts in
History with Honours in 1990, she credits her
UC education — and her lecturers in the History
Department — with laying the foundation for
her DPhil from Oxford and her subsequent
career.

Since graduating, she’s maintained close
ties with UC and has included the History
Department in her will to help future students
receive the education and opportunities she
did. “It’s about being able to give something
back, but also leave something for the future,”
she says. :

Alene particularly appreciates the breadth
of learning that UC offers, where an engineering
student can take an English course simply
because they are interested and without
having to narrow down on a subject at the
undergraduate level.

“There’s a strength around learning for its
own sake, not just for a job,” she says: “Having
well-rounded and well-educated people is
important to the communities in which we
live now and into the future — to be able to
understand different perspectives and ideas
and to remain open to the wider world, not just
our own viewpoint. It helps us recognise and
appreciate that there’s more out there — more
complexity, more diversity, and more potential
for connection.”
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While sorting through her father’s

belongings, Tracey Limond discovered a h

20-year-old copy of his will, marked with
handwritten updates, including his wish
to leave part of his estate to the University
of Canterbury. Her dad, civil engineer Wal
McQuarrie, passed away unexpectedly in
December 2023 before he could finalise
these changes.

To honour his memory, Tracey
established the Wal McQuarrie Memorial
Scholarship for postgraduate civil
engineering students.

“I couldn’t think of a better way to
immortalise his legacy,” she says.

Wal, who graduated from UC in 1971,
worked as an engineer at Watercare for
53 years and was dedicated to mentoring
young engineers. “He was a generous
person who had time for everyone,” recalls
colleague Shreesh Basnyat.

Tracey says her father valued education,
even though university was a challenge for
him. “Ultimately, as hard as university was,
it got him to where he needed to go.”

(Val Weluwarrie
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A LEGACY REALISED
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1963

Alan Happer, a University of Canterbury
graduate and long-time lecturer, left a $1.1
million bequest to support undergraduate
chemistry students through the Dr Alan
Happer Chemistry Equipment Fund.

A dedicated teacher and much-loved and
respected colleague, Dr Happer was known
for his passion for chemistry, intelligence,
kindness, and genuine care for students —
especially those who struggled. “He was a
really supportive lecturer and would provide
his students with an outline of his lecture
right back in the 1980s, before it was a done
thing, just to make sure that they got the gist
of what he was saying,” says former colleague
and friend, Emeritus Professor Murray Munro.

The first in his family to go to university,
Dr Happer always understood the importance
of a quality education. He made his first gift
to UC — quietly and anonymously —in 1998
and continued giving until his death, when,
upon the realisation of his bequest, he was
willing to be named.

Dr Happer’s endowed fund will
support the purchase of lab equipment for
undergraduate chemistry students at the
University of Canterbury.

DR ALAN HAPPER

CHEMISTRY EQUIPMENT
-~ FUND

If you have left a g'ift to the University in your will, we would love to hear about it.

Please visit our website: www.canterbury.ac.nz/legacygift and if you have any
questions or would like to talk to our team, contact Charu on +64 27 451 8091 -
or at charu.uppal@canterbury.ac.nz.

he)
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An endowment of

this magnitude in the
Faculty of Science
secures a lasting legacy
of innovation and
discovery.

PROFESSOR CHERYL DE LA REY
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Discoveryv:

How a Transformational Gift of
$10 Million is Powering Science

The facts are undeniable.

Postgraduate students are pivotal
to scientific research, not just in New
Zealand, but worldwide. During their
time as students, these budding
scientists provide crucial foundational
research support — gathering data,
creating experiments, adjusting
scientific models and progressing
research in exciting new directions.

“They really are the engines
driving scientific discovery,” says
Associate Dean of Research at UC’s
Faculty of Science, Professor Angus
Mclintosh.

When anonymous donors
endowed a $10 million gift to support
scholarships for postgraduate students
in science, the Science Faculty was
thrilled and immensely grateful.

“l know first-hand what a
difference a scholarship can make,”
Professor Malcolm Campbell says.
“For the students who receive
them, these scholarships will be life
changing.” Now the director of UC’s
GeoHealth Laboratory, Professor
Campbell’s research focuses on
how local and national contexts
shape health outcomes and health
inequalities.

But the value of this extraordinary
new scholarship programme goes
beyond the research impact it will
enable. Historically, most of UC’s
postgraduate scholarships have been
reserved for PhD students. With limited

funding available for master’s students,
UC has often struggled to retain top
graduates — many of whom are drawn
to larger universities offering more
competitive support.

“This scholarship programme fills
an important gap in UC’s postgraduate
scholarship offerings,” says Dean of
Postgraduate Research Brigid McNeill.
“When they are offered, in 2026, these
scholarships will help ensure we have a
pathway for undergraduates who want
to continue their studies with a master’s
degree at UC. When students go
offshore to pursue a master’s degree,
many never return; we risk losing them
from New Zealand permanently.”

“An endowment of this magnitude
in the Faculty of Science secures
a lasting legacy of innovation and
discovery,” UC Tumu Whakarae |
Vice-Chancellor Professor Cheryl de
la Rey explains. “Talented students
can pursue advanced research,
building strong scientific foundations
to address the challenges of our world.
This gift strengthens our resilience as
an institution, enabling researchers
and students to make a meaningful
impact for generations to come. And
more importantly, it provides us with
a crucial competitive edge. If we can
give our best students a reason to stay
here in Canterbury, in our University
community, all of New Zealand
will benefit.”

21



Contents —— Thanks for Your Support Sowing the Seeds The Power of Solar Sunflower From Canterbury
T Your Support Matters of Community Paying it Forward Gift Powers to the World Stage to Asia
Innovative
Learning

More Than
a Scholarship:

A Whanau,

a Foundation,
a Future.

22,

Support of the Te Kakau a Maui Scholarship Programme is
doing more than funding education — it’s uplifting futures,
building community, and inspiring the next generation of
change-makers. Because of donors, students are finding
the freedom to dream bigger, reach higher, and give back

in meaningful ways. Wiseson, Maximilian, and Neve are

just a few of the many whose lives have been shaped by your

generosity. From all of us at UC — and especially from the
students whose journeys you’ve helped shape - thank you.
Your belief in them makes all the difference.

Building Bridges

What We Do
Now Echoes
in Eternity

Fuelling More Than a
Discovery Scholarship

Wiseson Kuang

Shaping the University of Thank You for Meet the Connect With
Future of Canterbury Standing With Us Advancement Our Alumni
Education Foundation in2024 Team Ambassadors
Together Financials

©

Bachelor of Commerce -
International Business

3rd Year Student | Te Kakau
a Maui Scholar

Wiseson Kuang, originally from Timaru
and now based in Christchurch, is

a driven and community-minded
Bachelor of Commerce student
majoring in International Business. As a
first-generation Kiwi and the first in his
family to attend university, Wiseson’s
journey is one of courage, curiosity and
commitment.

A recipient of the Te Kakau a Maui
Scholarship, Wiseson reflects on it as a
life-changing opportunity that opened
the door not only to university, but to a
wider world of growth and discovery.
“It was the push | needed at the start of
my journey,” he shares. “It removed a
large financial barrier and gave me the
confidence to explore.”

Wiseson has immersed himself
in the UC community through a wide
range of leadership and extracurricular
roles. His contributions include:

« AIESEC (Singapore Management

University) — Member Experience

Associate

e UCCommerce Society - First-Year
Representative, Case Competition
Officer

« UCPolitical Science Society —
General Executive

» 180 Degrees Consulting
(Canterbury) - Student Consultant

« Global China Connection
(Canterbury) — Vice President

e Christchurch Youth Council —
General Member

« UCSA Class Representative — For
multiple courses

He has also completed a semester-long

Effective Altruism course, participated

in Tihono, and joined the Kapu Kawhe

programme for multiethnic young
leaders. His excellence has been
recognised in numerous business
competitions, where he’s earned
several first and second-place finishes.

Beyond campus, Wiseson’s
passion for international cultures
and policy has taken him from small-
town New Zealand to global stages,
including study abroad in Singapore
and a visit to the United Nations
Headquarters.

Wiseson’s motivation stems from
his parents, both of whom work in fast
food, and whose dedication inspired
him to aim high. “Watching them work
hard for me made me realise | need
to work hard for them,” he says. “I
don’t take the opportunities | have for
granted.”

Though his future path isn’t set
in stone, Wiseson is drawn towards
meaningful work — potentially in policy,
diplomacy, or humanitarian fields. What
remains certain is his desire to give
back and lead with purpose. “Success
will look different for each person,” he
says. “We owe it to our younger selves
to be proud of how far we’ve come.”

The Te Kakau a Maui scholarship,
with its mentorship and support
network, has helped Wiseson shift
from working hard out of necessity to
working hard with intention. “It didn’t
just support my studies - it helped
shape my identity, my confidence, and
my community.”
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of Community Paying it Forward

For Maximilian Hunt, creativity and
curiosity aren’t just passions, they’re
guiding principles. Now in his first
year at the University of Canterbury,
Maximilian is pursuing a unique
conjoint degree in Engineering and
Product Design, a pathway that
perfectly blends his love of problem-
solving, design and real-world impact.

Raised in Timaru, Maximilian is the
eldest of four children in a family that
knows the value of hard work. His dad is
a builder and his mum runs a cafe.

A proud alumni of Roncalli College, he
served as a Deputy Head Student in
his final year, organising events like the
school ball and a charity concert while
learning how leadership begins with
service and relationships.

This commitment to community
has followed Maximilian into university
life. Now based at Arcady Hall, he
chairs the Student Council, where he
leads collaborative efforts to address
student feedback, reduce food waste,
and create meaningful events for his

Solar Sunflower From Canterbury Building Bridges
Gift Powers to the World Stage to Asia
Innovative

Learning

peers. “I may be leading the meetings,”
he says, “but it’s the council as a whole
that’s making progress.”

Maximilian’s passions extend
far beyond the classroom. He climbs
regularly with the UC Climbing Club,
practices karate at a competitive
level (currently training for nationals)
and participates in the ENTRE
Club’s Enterprise Challenge. A long-
time hockey player and dedicated
performer with the Aidan Theatre in
Timaru, he is also keen to connect with
Christchurch’s theatre scene and is
always sketching and designing on the
side — currently crafting logos for both
his karate dojo and a group of friends.

A defining moment in Maximilian’s
pre-university journey was attending
the London International Youth
Science Forum in 2024, where he
joined students from 42 countries
to explore the unifying potential of
science. “It showed me how science
and relationships cross boundaries —
cultural, international, and disciplinary.”

Maximilian approaches life with a
refreshing mindset focused on process
over perfection. “I break big goals into
small checkpoints,” he explains. “The
lid is off the jar — | just need to jump.”

The Te Kakau a Maui Scholarship
has provided both the lift and
launchpad for Maximilian’s journey.

“It took off the financial pressure and
opened the door to so much more,”

he says. “I’ve benefited hugely from
personal coaching, mentoring, and
the supportive community. I’'ve met
incredible people and gained insights
that help me grow every day.”

Looking ahead, Maximilian hopes
to lead teams developing ethical and
practical innovations, from assistive
technologies to sustainable systems.
He’s still exploring where he’ll land,
but one thing is certain: he’ll be driven
by curiosity, grounded in service and
guided by the belief that great ideas
— when built on strong relationships —
can truly change the world.

Shaping the University of Thank You for Meet the Connect With

Future of Canterbury Standing With Us Advancement Our Alumni
Education Foundation in 2024 Team Ambassadors
Together Financials

For Neve Canton, connection is at the
heart of everything she does — whether
it’s studying the complexities of health
inequities or simply sitting down over
a cup of coffee with an elderly friend.
Now in her third year at the University
of Canterbury, Neve is pursuing a
Bachelor of Health Sciences with a
double major in Health Education

and Maori and Indigenous Health, a
combination that speaks deeply to her
values of empathy, service and justice.

Born and raised in Christchurch,
Neve credits her parents for shaping
her outlook on life. Her dad, with
quiet dedication and consistency,
showed her what it means to work
hard and be reliable. Her mum, a
steady and nurturing presence, taught
her the power of simply being there
for someone. “She showed me how
valuable it is to listen — really listen
— and offer aroha with honesty and
patience,” Neve says.

Those values now guide her work
with the Age Concern visiting service,
where she volunteers time each week
to connect with an elderly individual
experiencing loneliness. “Sometimes
people just need someone to be
present with them, to hear their stories
and help them imagine a future again,”
she explains. “It’s simple, but it’s real.”

Neve’s passion for wellbeing is
shaped by personal experience. Having
been bullied at school, she understands
how unseen struggles can impact
behaviour, and how kindness and
understanding can shift perspectives.
“Looking back, | now realise the people
who hurt me were likely hurting too.
That realisation taught me compassion.

It’s why | want to be the kind of person
my mum was for me — someone who
shows up.”

Her long-term goal is to work in
mental health or addiction support,
particularly within Maori and
Indigenous communities. Though she
says it’s hard to put her aspirations into
neat boxes, her purpose is clear:

“l want to help others. Whether it’s one
person or an entire community, | want
my work to leave a positive impact.”

The Te Kakau a Maui Scholarship
has been a turning point in her journey.
“This scholarship gave me the freedom
to pursue a career based on passion,
not pressure,” Neve shares. “Many of
my friends feel forced to chase high-
paying jobs just to manage student
debt. I've had the privilege to follow a
path that aligns with my values, where |
can do work that truly matters.”

The scholarship programme’s
mentorship and support have been
equally impactful. “Angus and the other
mentors have always reminded us that
we can make a difference. They’'ve
never stopped believing in us, and that
belief has kept me going.”

As Neve reflects on her university
experience, she shares a whakatauki
that resonates deeply: “Ahakoa he iti,
he pounamu” — Although it is small, it is
atreasure.

“This scholarship may seem like
a small moment in the course of my
life,” she says, “but it’s been a treasure.
It gave me the freedom to pursue
meaning, the confidence to stay the
course and the encouragement to
become someone who can give back.
And that means everything.”
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Shaping the
Future of Education

Together

As we reflect on the past year at
the University of Canterbury |
Te Whare Wananga o Waitaha,
I extend my sincere thanks

to you, our generous donors,
alumni and friends. Your
contributions have a significant
impact on our academic,
research and student success.

With your support, we continue to fulfil our
mission to provide a superlative education
experience, while embracing our broader
responsibility to lead in times of change.

| am optimistic that through collaboration,
innovation and a supportive network of
alumni and friends, we will continue to drive
the outcomes we aspire to achieve.

Within these pages, | hope you find
both inspiration and a clear picture of the
impact of your generosity. From enabling
students to pursue their studies through
scholarships, to supporting researchers in
tackling local and global challenges, your

contributions are helping to build a legacy
of progress and opportunity. Our feature
story, ‘What we do now echoes in eternity’,
celebrates donors whose visionary gifts
through legacy and memorial giving will
empower generations of students to come.

We are also proud to be strengthening
the economic and social fabric of Otautahi
Christchurch and the wider Waitaha
Canterbury region. Through partnerships
with local businesses and employers, UC
graduates are entering the workforce
equipped with the skills and confidence
to make a positive difference. Our
researchers are working with industry and
the community to deliver innovation that
meets the real-world needs of the people
we serve.

Thank you for your ongoing
generosity and trust. We look forward to
continuing this journey with you — growing
opportunity, creating knowledge, and
flourishing together.

Nga mihi,
Professor Cheryl de la Rey
Tumu Whakarae | Vice-Chancellor



Contents

28

j— Thanks for Your Support Sowing the Seeds | The Power of Solar Sunflower From Canterbury
Your Support Matters of Community Paying it Forward Gift Powers to the World Stage
Innovative
Learning

inancial
eport

$16.88

million

In 2024, the University of
Canterbury Foundation received
$16.88 million in gifts and made
distributions of $3.9 million.

A
A A
A A A

$3.9

million

Summary statement For the year ended 31 December 2024 2024 2023

of comprehensive $ $

revenue and expense
Total philanthropic revenue 16,885,871 4,809,414
Distributions (3,908,626) (3712,144)
Operating expenditure (336,423) (281,060)
Net operating surplus/(deficit) 12,640,822 816,210
Investment revenue 1,891,479 1,202,507
Fair value unrealised gains less losses 2,994127 1,999,229
Net surplus and total comprehensive 17,526,428 4,017946
revenue and expense

Consolidated For the year ended 31 December 2024 2024 2023

summary statement

of changes in equity $ $
Equity at the beginning of the year 42171478 38,153,532
Operating surplus for the year 17,526,428 4,017,946
Equity at the end of the year 59,697,906 42171,478

Building Bridges What We Do Fuelling More Than a Shaping the University of Thank You for Meet the Connect With
to Asia Now Echoes Discovery Scholarship Future of Canterbury Standing With Us Advancement Our Alumni
in Eternity Education Foundation in 2024 Team Ambassadors
Together Financials
Consolidated As at 31 December 2024 2024 2023
summary statement $ $
of financial position
Current assets 17,582,486 17,925,050
Non-current assets 43,804,282 26,077684
Current liabilities (1,688,862) (1,831,256)
Equity at end of year 59,697,906 42.171,478

Distribution
summary
28.5%
SCHOLARSHIPS
'3
2.1%
PRIZES / AWARDS
69.4%
RESEARCH AND PROGRAMMES
. o o o o o o
Distribution of §§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§
philanthropic SEEREEEEEE R
funds per faculty
Faculty of Arts $173,751
Faculty of Education $10,648
Faculty of Health $148,532
Faculty of Engineering $1,527014

Faculty of Science
Faculty of Law
UC Business School

University of Canterbury

$631,873

$28,550
$246,475

$1,141,783

* Figures are taken from the Foundation’s audited 2024 financial statements; however, this summary itself has not been audited.
They are provided to give interested persons a succinct overview of the Foundation’s financial performance. Additional
Information may be requested from Thea Kleiber, Director of Advancement, University of Canterbury, Private Bag 4800,

Christchurch 8140.
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Thank You for

Standing with Us
in 2024

Your generosity is more than a gift, it’s a powerful act of belief in what education makes possible.

This year, your support helped open doors for students who are striving to reach their full
potential, regardless of their background or circumstances. Through scholarships, research
funding and learning opportunities, your philanthropy is empowering the next generation to
dream bigger, aim higher and achieve more.
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Try as I may, words cannot fully express how thrilled
and deeply gratified I am to be receiving this award.

[t was such a nice feeling to be recognised for the
commitment and hard work I have put into my studies
over the past 4 years at university.

HANNA, JOAN BURNS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Anonymous 40

Roger and Connie Aiken
Chris Akroyd

Brendon Anderson

Jason Anderson

Maria and Adrian Anderson
John and Molly Andreae
Stu and Gaye Andrews

Humphrey and Colleen Archer
Carla Bacon

Margaret Bailey

Peter and Claire Ballantyne
Simon Bardsley

Michael Bartram

Philippa Bates

Michael Bates

Karin Bathgate

Bob and Cherie Baunton
Valerie Bean

Jasen Betts

Bill and Helen Bishop
Stewart Bisset

Simon Black

Alastair Black

Dennie Blair

Andy and Sarah Bloomer
Richard Bool

Sam and Chris Boon
Grant and Patricia Borrie
Carolyn Boulton

Richard and Renata Bowen
Tony Bowen

Katharine Holdsworth and Alex Boyd

Michael Brathwaite

® Thanks to our amazing donors who gave to the University of Canterbury NZ Trust from the UK

Steve Bray

Chris Sheedy and Marsha Brewer
Peter Broadway
Christopher Brodrick
Deborah Brosnahan

P Brown

P M R Browne

Christine Brownlie @
Trevor Burt

Martin Button

Helen Calder

Dawn Caldwell

Mark McKinstry and Gillian Calvert
Sue Calvert

Garth and Elizabeth Cant
Robin Carrell @

Jim and Penny Cavers
Jack Chaney

XiaoQi Chen

Zhibo Chen

Dennis and Jenny Chin
Suay Bah Chua

Mary Clark

Mairi Clark

Velma Clarke

Jeff Clendon

Murray Compton

Kirsty Cooper

Kris Cooper

Ken and Yoko Couling
Muir Coup

Greg Cox

Bob Crawford

Michael Cree

John Crook

Lindsay and Jillian Crossen
Julie Fry and John Crowe
Jim Cunningham

Sue Davies-Young
Heather and John Denny
Eleanor Denton

Mark Dineen

Una Diver

Maureen Doherty
Katherine Hunt & William Dolan
Anne Donnell

Anne Donnelly

Jenny Drake

Jane Drake @

Yvette Baxter-Drayton and
Paul Drayton

Chris Eichbaum

Kathryn Ell

John and Janet Emeleus
Andrew Wilson and Karen England
Brennan Evans

Ben Evans

Sue Fahey

David Farnsworth

Jeff Field

Peter Field

lan Fitzgerald

Andrew Flanagan

Perry Flanagan

Patrick Fraher

Thomas Gardner

Richard and Susan Garland
lan Gemmill

Bob and Bernice German
David and Carol Giles

Gail Gillon

Paul Griffin

Neil Griffith

Wenlie Gu

Martin Hadlee

Crispin and Cecile Hales

Bret and Cecilia Halverson
Stephen and Robyn Hamilton
Paul Hammonds

Tessa Grigg and Drew Hartstone
Connagh Hay

Bronwyn Hayward and
Andrew Ashby

Andrew Heald

Jonny Lindroos and
Lisa Henderson

Victor Hii

Grant and Jenny Hindin-Miller
Ron and Lynette Holbrook
Merrill Holdsworth

Stephen Hollier @

Hai Hong

Nick Hodson and Rachel Hopkins
Chanel Hughes and Nick Jaffer
Graham Hulston

Russell Ingram-Seal

Simon James

John Clemens and Paula Jameson
Chris and David Janett
Chris Jenkins

Paul Jennings

Sue Johnston

Harry Jol

Roderick Joyce

Bonnie Kaplan

Junji Kawai

William Ng and Chee Keen
Wendy Kilgour

Tai-Hwan Kim

Gavin Kingsley

Kathleen Kirk

Thea and David Kleiber
Margaret Koe

Kathy Kok

Joseph Kaufman and Janet Korins
Emily Lane

Stanley Cheng Ming Lau
Rick Laugesen

Kin Law

Claire Leach

Soon Khiong Lee

Raewyn and Chris Leeves

Nicolas Williams and Catherine
Levermore

Angela Lewis

Helen Trappitt and Craig Lewis
Tracey Limond

Abbie Litten

Kok Choy Loh

Myf Long-Taylor

Ken and Beverley Lord

Russell Lowe

Margaret Duncan and Tony Lynch
John and Claire Mackintosh
Peter Dunne and Jennifer Mackrell
Graeme Mahoney

David and Helen Maidment
Joan Malin

Lloyd Mander

Raf Maniji

Robin and Annette Mann

Anna Marshall

John McArthur

Samuel McColl

Tony McCormick

Thanks to our amazing donors who gave to the University of Canterbury Foundation in America
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Judy and Allen McDonald
Susan McDonald

Jade McDowall

Ann McEwan

Andrew and Rachel McEwan
Kelly McFadzien

Alastair McKechnie

Andrew McKeown

David McKinnie

Neil McLennan

Simon Prisk and Helen Meates
Tony Menzies

Deborah Williams and David Minifie
Philippa Miller Moore

Helen Moran-Howells

Helen Mounsey

Tom and Helen Mulcaster
Carl Muller

Janette McLeod and Tim Munro
Rua Murray

Sylvia Nagl

Christopher Napier @
Amber Nell

Ximena Nelson

Murray Newman

Yew Peng Ng

Alison Oertly

Simon Olliver

Melville Opie

Sally Page

Geoff Rice and Edwina Palmer
Daniel Patience

Stuart Payne

Allan Pearson

Barbara Peddie

Suzanne Peddie
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Richard Penny

Shelley Perfect

Carl Pester

Stella Peters

Kirstin Poole

Kate Purton

Wallace Rae

Charles and Jemma Rangi
Haydn and Dorothee Rawstron
Andrew Revfeim

Lavinia Roberts

Anthony Robins

Stephen Robinson

Fred Ross

Anthony Russell

John Rutherford

Mark Scotson

Tim Scott

Roy and Beverley Sharp
Graham Shearer

Richard Sutton and Lauri Lee Shore
Mineko Shirakawa

Stan and Shirley Simpson
Helen Sinclair

Saurabh Sinha

Russell Skurr

Geoff and Kaddy Smale
Rachel Hughes and Grant Smith
Michael Smith

Gillian Smythe

Arnd Spexard

Gary and Tania Starling
Geoff Stedman

Thomas Steinke

Liz Stevens

Anna Streich

Thank you again for your generous support. Your
generosity has inspired me to work hard so that I am
also able to hopefully give back to others and support
them, just as you have supported me.

LIBBY, ELAINE P SNOWDEN SCHOLARSHIP IN ASTRONOMY

Allan Carvell and Dale Sutherland
Bruce Swanney

Rod and Pat Syme

Gregory Hii and Alice Tay
Mandy Taylor

Geoffrey Jameson and Beth Taylor
Bruce Taylor

David Teece

Tee Tee Teh

Bruce Telford @

Alastair Tennent

Eddie Tham

Sachit Thatai

John Crawford and Elizabeth Thomas
David and Andrea Thomson
Geoffrey and Diana Thomson
Marcus Tillson

Josephine Chiew and John Ting
Alex and Alice Ting

Helen Lunt and lan Town

Ngoc Bich Tran

Paora Tukapua

Barbara Turner

Norman Van Toai

Marinus Wagenvoort

Jacob Waitere

Steve and Helen Wakefield
Brian Walker

Justin Wall

Bevan Wallace

Helen and John Waugh

Lance and Maureen Wensley
Charlotte West

Kirsty Whiteside

Anne Wignall

Peter Wiles

Barrie Wilkinson

Rob Wilkinson

Pam and Morgan Williams
Sandra Williamson-Leadley
Grant Wilson

Anna Wilson

Steve and Janey Wilson

Jill Winter

John Wooles

Clara Matthews and Luke Yiavasis
Joseph and Cathy Yong

® Thanks to our amazing donors who gave to the University of Canterbury NZ Trust from the UK

Community Partners and Supporters

AECOM New Zealand

AFW and JM Jones Foundation
Arup Pty

Baker Tilly Staples Rodway
Gough Family Foundation
Benevity Causes

Burleigh Evatt

Chapman Tripp

Christchurch Adelaide Sister City
Committee

Christchurch Methodist Mission

Christchurch Seattle Sister City
Committee

Coligo Consulting
Collective Success

Contel Charitable Trust
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Gut Foundation, The

High Performance Sport New Zealand
Holdsworth Boyd Charitable Trust
Holmes Solutions

HOPE Foundation for Research
on Ageing

Hugh McDougall Rankin
Education Trust

Jade Software Corporation

John Jones Steel

John Robert Godley Memorial Trust
Kathryn Dalziel Barrister

Keith Laugesen Trust

Kelliher Charitable Trust
Lighthouse Vision Trust

Lilburn Trust

The Kelliher Economics Scholarship has been
instrumental in supporting my studies. By reducing
my financial burden and allowing me to work fewer
hours, I have been able to dedicate more time to

my academic pursuits, significantly enriching my

learning experience.

AMIEE, KELLIHER ECONOMICS SCHOLARSHIP

Creative New Zealand

Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation
Electricity Engineers Association
Energy Education Trust New Zealand
Engineering New Zealand

Enztec

Fire and Emergency New Zealand
Giesen Group

giftEDnz

Google Asia Pacific

Graduate Women Canterbury

Lincoln University Centennial Trust
Lindsay Foundation

Mayne Wetherell

McCall MacBain Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Miss E L Hellaby Indigenous
Grasslands Research Trust

New Phytologist Trust
New Zealand Audiological Society
New Zealand Steel

Pells Sullivan Meynink

Rata Foundation

Resilespur Consulting
Riccarton Rotary Youth Trust
Ricoh NZ

Riley Consultants

Robert and Diane Weissman
Foundation

Royal Australian College of Surgeons

Royal Commonwealth Society
Canterbury Branch

Royal Society of NZ - Canterbury
Branch

Royal Society Te Aparangi
Scientia Trust

SCOTT Automation
Shamrock Industries

Sir Campbell and Lady Leita Wylie
Foundation

Society of Petroleum Engineers
Stantec New Zealand
Structural Sense
Sutherland Charitable Trust
Tait Foundation

Te Kura Taka Pini

TGH Charitable Trust
Trimble New Zealand
Tuatara Structures

Two Thumb Brewing Co
U3A Ellesmere

US3A North Canterbury
U3A Okeover

UniLodge Auckland

VXT Limited

Warren Architect Education Charitable
Trust

Whaka-Ora Healthy Harbour
WIDE Trust
Wynn Williams

Thanks to our amazing donors who gave to the University of Canterbury Foundation in America
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University of Canterbury
Advancement Team

Kaihauta | Director of Advancement

Thea Kleiber
Email: thea.kleiber@canterbury.ac.nz

Alumni Relations

Samantha Boon
Alumni Relations Manager
Email: samantha.boon@canterbury.ac.nz

Abbie Litten
Alumni Relations Coordinator

Kate Purnell
Alumni Relations Coordinator

Thank you to our 2024 Trustees

Chair
Barry Ramsay

Chancellor
Hon. Amy Adams

Vice-Chancellor
Professor Cheryl de la Rey

Wynnis Armour
Murray Compton
Graham Ewing
Simon Flood
Erin Jackson
Bob Lineham
Robin Mann
Selwyn Maister
Kevin Simcock
Andrew Oh

Advancement Services

Ross Imbler
Advancement Services Manager
Email: ross.imbler@canterbury.ac.nz

Aidan Pedley
Advancement CRM Specialist

Devonne Holland
Gift Governance Officer

Jo-anne Morgan
Database & Gift Administrator

Development

Charu Uppal
Associate Director of Advancement
Email: charu.uppal@canterbury.ac.nz

Tim Winfield
Development Manager

Wendy Entwistle
Development Manager,
Foundations & Trusts

Connagh Hay
Donor Relations Officer

We would love to connect with you.

Email: donations@canterbury.ac.nz

Phone: +64 3 369 3999

University of Canterbury
NZ Trust UK

Chair
Alene Wilton

James Croll
Stuart Harray

Jeremy Willis

University of Canterbury
Foundation in America

Chair
Craig Hillier

Julie Fry
TheaKleiber
Jonny Lindroos
Ronnie Peters

David Teece

What We Do
Now Echoes
in Eternity

Fuelling More Than a Shaping the

Discovery Scholarship Future of
Education
Together

University of
Canterbury
Foundation
Financials

in 2024

Connect with our
Alumni Ambassadors

Ambassadors work to support
events and develop connections
with local alumni and those new
to their area.

Find your local alumni
ambassador on our UC Alumni
website or get in touch with our
team if youd like to volunteer.

Contact us:
www.canterbury.ac.nz/communities/alumni

Email: alumni@canterbury.ac.nz

Australia

TYLER DONG KYU LEE
Sydney

Canada

ANNE MURRAY
Vancouver

China

CATHY GAO

Shanghai

Indonesia

AULIA ARUAN

Jakarta

Japan

ALEXANDER BENNETT
Osaka

Samoa

ZAN WESTERLUND
Apia

South Korea

LYNN KIM
Seoul

Thank You for
Standing With Us

Meet the Connect With
Advancement Our Alumni
Team Ambassadors

Thailand

CHAKRIT TIEBTIENRAT
Bangkok

United Kingdom
ALENE WILTON

London

USA

MEHEDI EMRUL
Seattle

New Zealand

GEORGE TROUP
Wellington

CLAIRE MACKINTOSH
Napier

TIFFANY NELSON-SAUNI
Ambassador to Samoa,
based in Christchurch
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