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Abstract:  

This research project is an ethnographic study of the Christchurch city rebuild. Through 

in-depth case studies, participant observation, and informal interviewing, I interrogate the 

concept of “recovery” and what it means for Ngai Tahu, government agencies, and 

non-governmental organizations involved in both the physical and cultural recovery of the 

city. Each of these groups possess different discursive strategies of recovery and it is 

through interrogating those strategies and participating in their practices of recovery that I 

am able to articulate the processes by which local identities are formed in-situ. Each group 

hopes to mold the identity of Christchurch to reflect their own. They do this through 

participating in the rebuild in specific ways and engaging in practices that reflect their value 

systems. Thus Christchurch’s identity post-earthquake reflects the pluralist values of those 

who are engaged in rebuilding the city. 

This talk will be an informal discussion of some of my preliminary findings and an 

opportunity for a collaborative discussion about how to make my research useful for the 

Ngai Tahu community in Christchurch. 
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