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Assistive Technology & Alternative Format Centre 
Disabil i ty Resource Service 

University of  Canterbury 
 

Quick Start Guide 
Natural Reader 14 (free version) 

Overview  
Natural Reader text to speech software enables you to l isten to electronic text 

instead of reading i t on your computer screen. The free version is simple and easy 

to use. It can transform text in MS Word, Webpages, PDF f i les, and Emails into 

spoken works using natural sounding voices.  
 

The paid version of Natural Reader has many more functions. It can convert any 

text into audio f i les such as MP3 or WAV for your CD player or iPod. It has 

additional features like audio control, pronunciat ion editor and optical character 

recognit ion (OCR) for conversion of scanned text into editable word f i les 
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1. Free Version download 
Go to http://www.naturalreaders.com/download.html and click on the free download 

tab for Windows at the top and install the software on your computer. 

 

2. Getting started 
The Natural Reader welcome window will open when you double cl ick on the icon 

 on the desktop.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Features shown in green are available in the free version. Red boxes indicate additional 

features that are available in the paid version) 
 

 
 

Double click on Welcome to Natural Reader document to read 

the sample text and other added documents 

http://www.naturalreaders.com/download.html
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Cl ick on Now Reading to return to Back to Library 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Back to Library to take you back 
to the list of documents 

Click on Now Reading to bring up 

the previous document and the 

reading tools 
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3. Choose a new document by clicking on Add New to hear text 
read aloud  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clicking on Document will take you to the list of 

previously accessed documents  

Clicking Add New will bring up: 
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4. Click on webpage, enter URL in search box and listen 

 
 

 

5. Upgrade from basic version 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

Upgrade (to Paid Version of 
Natural Reader) includes: 
 

1. Convert to MP3 

2. High-quality natural voices 

3. OCR function 

4. iOS and Android Aps 
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6. Floating Bar 
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7. More tools 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Return to primary window 

 

Click on Now 
Reading to return to 

Back to Library 

Can convert multiple documents into 
audio files at the same time 

How can I help you? 
You can find answers quickly 
by visiting our Frenquently 
Asked Questions 

 

Sync your documents 

Allows changes to  
1. Basic Text to Speech settings 
2. Quality of Audio File 
3. Font display 
4. Hotkey settings 

5. Theme settings 

http://www.naturalreaders.com/help.html
http://www.naturalreaders.com/help.html
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9. Audio player and audio conversion 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Speech settings 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Stop 

Backward 

Play 

Forward 
To MP3 

Change speaker 

Change speed 



Assistive Technology & Alternative Format Centre, DRS, University of Canterbury, 2016                 

9 

 

11. More features 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

12. Screen magnification tools 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sync to 
cellphone 

Advanced 
settings 

ZoomIn 

ZoomOut 
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13. The tool bar 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Features in green are available in the free version. Red boxes indicate additional features 

that are available in the paid version) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Delete documents 

  

Copy 
Paste Find & 

Replace 
Conversation 

Control

Word 
Prediction 

Save as 
Undo Cut 

Pronunciation 
Editor Typing 

Echo 
Spell 

Check 

Remove 

Highlight document 

and click on Remove 
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