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Analyse Break something into its components 

in order to understand each 
component individually and/or the 
relationship/s between them. 

Apply Show how a theory, model, etc. works 
in the case of a concrete example. 

Assess Judge the value or significance of 
something by identifying strengths and 
weaknesses, limitations or omissions. 
May entail suggestions as to how 
something could be improved. 

Comment Provide an opinion or judgement 
supported by evidence. 

Compare/ 
Contrast 

Show how two or more things are 
similar and/or different.  

Consider Demonstrate careful thinking on a 
topic. May involve judging the value or 
significance of something. 

Critique Judge the value or significance of 
something by identifying strengths and 
weaknesses, limitations or omissions. 
May entail suggestions as to how 
something could be improved. 

Define Provide a clear meaning or 
explanation of a term or concept. Go 
beyond the dictionary definition. 

Describe Provide an account of something, 
including the most relevant details. 

Discuss This instruction has a range of 
possible meanings. Sometimes you 
are simply required to explain a 
concept, but more frequently you are 
expected to identify and analyse key 
issues, or evaluate different 
approaches, interpretations or 
perspectives in a reasoned argument. 

Evaluate Judge the value or significance of 
something by identifying strengths and 
weaknesses, limitations or omissions. 
May entail suggestions as to how 
something could be improved. 

Explain Clarify something to show a full 
understanding of it. May involve 
providing reasons or presenting 
methods or processes. 

 

 
Explore Write about different aspects of or 

perspectives on a topic in order to 
gain insights. 

How? Present the methods, processes or 
patterns. 

Identify Point out or locate. 

Interpret Demonstrate your understanding of 
something, including how? and 
why? 

In what 
way/s? 

Present methods or processes 
and/or provide reasons. 

Justify Provide arguments and evidence to 
support a proposition or decision. 
May involve refuting opposing 
arguments. 

Outline Present the main points in a logical 
order, omitting minor details. 

Reflect Demonstrate your understanding of a 
topic by connecting theory to 
practice, thinking critically, 
documenting learning, and/or 
detailing change over time. May 
require you to discuss your personal 
thoughts or experiences in relation to 
the topic. 

Review Provide a structured overview of a 
subject or body of literature. May 
involve judging the value or 
significance. 

Summarise Briefly present the main points, 
omitting minor details. 

Synthesise Make connections between ideas, 
arguments or findings to highlight 
patterns or themes. Connections 
could be based on similarities or 
differences. 

To what 
extent? 

Argue the degree to which 
something occurs or a statement is 
true. 

Why? Present the reasons or causes. 
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Common Adverbs 

Sometimes instruction words will be given with one or more adverbs that require a more specific take on the 

instruction. Some common adverbs are listed below. 

Carefully Showing close attention to detail. 

Concisely Briefly but comprehensively; 
without unnecessary words or 
details. 

Critically This has a number of meanings, 
including going beyond the most 
obvious explanation; looking at 
something from different angles; 
questioning assumptions; and/or 
presenting strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Systematically One-by-one or in a logical 
sequence. 

 


