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Certificate in Foundation Studies (CertFounStudies – 120 points)
These regulations must be read in conjunction with the General Regulations for the University.

1. Version
(a)	 These Regulations came into force on 1 September 2025.
(b)	 This Certificate was first offered in 2024.

2. Variations
In exceptional circumstances the Tumu Tuarua Akoranga | Deputy Vice-Chancellor Academic or delegate may 
approve a personal programme of study which does not conform to these Regulations.

3. The structure of the qualification
To qualify for the Certificate in Foundation Studies a student must either:

(a)	 be credited with a minimum of 120 points towards the qualification; and
(b)	 be credited with

i. 	 60 points from Schedule C Group 1 to these regulations; and
ii. 	 15 points from Schedule C Group 2 to these regulations; and
iii. 	 a further 45 points from Schedule E to these regulations.

4. Admission to the qualification
To be admitted to the Certificate in Foundation Studies, a student must:

(a)	 qualify with
i. 	 NCEA level 2 with 12 credits in each of 3 UE approved subjects; or
ii. 	 a minimum of five passes in the CIE O Levels with a pass in Mathematics; or
iii. 	 have been admitted with Academic Equivalent Standing as the holder of a similar entrance 

qualification; and
(b)	 demonstrate competency in English by:

i. 	 meeting the English language competency requirements as outlined in Regulation 5 of the 
Admission Regulations; or

ii. 	 achieving a credit pass in CIE Ordinary Level English; or
iii. 	 achieving a minimum IELTS score of 5.5 with no band lower than 5.0; or
iv. 	 achieving an equivalent result using an alternative approved English language test; and

(c)	 be approved by the Programme Manager.

5. Subjects
There are no majors, minors or endorsements for this qualification.

6. Time limits
The time limit for this qualification is 24 months.

7. Transfers of credit, substitutions and cross-credits
This qualification adheres to the Credit Recognition and Transfer Regulations with the following stipulation:

(a)	 Transfers of Credit, not exceeding 30 points are permitted.

8. Progression
This qualification adheres to the General Regulations for the University with no additional stipulations.

9. Honours, Distinction and Merit
Honours, Distinction and Merit are not awarded for this qualification.

10. Exit and Upgrade Pathways to other Qualifications
(a)	 A student who has completed the requirements for the Certificate in Foundation Studies may apply for 

admission to undergraduate qualifications of the University.
(b)	 There is no exit qualification for this Certificate.
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Schedule C: Compulsory Courses for the Certificate in Foundation Studies
For full course information, go to courseinfo.canterbury.ac.nz

Group 1

Course Code Course Title Pts 2026 Location P/C/R/RP/EQ

FDST001 English Language and Academic 
Communication Skills

15 NO

FDST002 Global Intercultural Citizenship 15 NO

FDST003 Academic Research and Critical Inquiry 15 NO

FDST004 Sustainable Citizenship 15 NO

Group 2

Course Code Course Title Pts 2026 Location P/C/R/RP/EQ

FDST010 Foundations of Mathematics 1 15 NO R: TRNS007

FDST011 Foundations of Statistics 15 NO R: TRNS009

FDST012 Foundations of Digital Literacy and 
Numeracy

15 NO

Schedule E: Elective Courses for the Certificate in Foundation Studies
Course Code Course Title Pts 2026 Location P/C/R/RP/EQ

FDST010 Foundations of Mathematics 1 15 NO R: TRNS007

FDST011 Foundations of Statistics 15 NO R: TRNS009

FDST012 Foundations of Digital Literacy and 
Numeracy

15 NO

FDST020 Introduction to Accounting 15 NO

FDST021 Foundations of Economics 15 NO

FDST022 Introduction to Management and 
Marketing

15 NO

FDST030 Foundations of Biology 15 NO

FDST031 Foundations of Chemistry 15 NO R: TRNS006

FDST032 Foundations of Physics 15 NO R: TRNS008

FDST033 Foundations of Mathematics 2 15 NO P: FDST010
R: TRNS017

FDST034 Introduction to Programming 15 NO

FDST040 Media and Communications 15 NO

FDST041 Introduction to Psychology 15 NO

FDST042 Sociological Thinking 15 NO

FDST043 Information Design 15 NO


