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The 17th New Zealand Chinese Calligraphy Competition

1. Introduction

The Calligraphy Competition is organised by the Confucius Institute at the University of Canterbury
(CIUC) and is open to all primary, secondary, and tertiary students across New Zealand. The
competition includes both hard pen and soft brush calligraphy categories and is divided into
Native and Non-Native Chinese Speaker Groups according to participants’ language backgrounds,
resulting in a total of twelve groups.

Winning entries will be selected and published in an official calligraphy collection. Since its
inception, the competition has attracted wide participation from students nationwide and has
become an important platform for cultural exchange between New Zealand and China.

2. Registration Method

Step 1. Schools are required to complete the Group Registration Form and submit it by email to:

joanne.zhou@canterbury.ac.nz

Submission of the registration form by email is compulsory to ensure accurate identification and
matching of submitted works with participant information. Works submitted without an
accompanying registration form may not be assessed.

Step 2: Participants must post their original calligraphy works for assessment to the following
address:

Joanne Zhou

Room 208, James Logie Building

Confucius Institute, University of Canterbury
Private Bag 4800

Christchurch 8140

New Zealand


mailto:joanne.zhou@canterbury.ac.nz

3. Terms and Conditions

3.1 Eligibility and Categories

The competition features two calligraphy categories:
a) Hard Pen Calligraphy
b) Soft Brush Calligraphy

Participants are divided into two language background groups:
a) Native Chinese Speaker Group
b) Non-Native Chinese Speaker Group

Submissions may be in any calligraphic style, and participants may freely choose the
written content.

Participants are encouraged to select poems, song lyrics, or classical texts that reflect
Chinese culture.

The written content does not need to be original; however, all calligraphy works must be
independently completed by the participant and must not be produced on their behalf by
others.

To ensure fairness and diversity, participants from the same school are requested not to
submit works containing identical content.

3.2 Definition of Language Background Groups

3.2.1 Native Chinese Speaker Group

A participant will be classified as a Native Chinese Speaker if any one of the following conditions is

met:

The participant holds Chinese nationality; or
The participant was born and raised in China; or

The participant’s mother tongue is Chinese, including Mandarin or any Chinese dialect (e.g.
Cantonese); or

At least one grandparent has Chinese as their mother tongue, including Mandarin or any
Chinese dialect (e.g. Cantonese).

3.2.2 Non-Native Chinese Speaker Group

A participant will be classified as a Non-Native Chinese Speaker only if all the following conditions

are met:
1. The participant was not born or raised in China; and
2. The participant does not hold Chinese nationality; and
3. The participant’s mother tongue is not Chinese (including Mandarin or any Chinese
dialect); and
4. None of the participant’s grandparents have Chinese as their mother tongue (including

Mandarin or any Chinese dialect).



3.3 Hard Pen Calligraphy Regulations

1. All hard pen submissions must be completed on the official hard pen grid provided by the
organiser.

2. Only the following writing instruments are permitted:
a) Fountain pens
b) Black water-based pens
c) Black ballpoint pens

3. To ensure clarity and scanning quality for publication, the use of blue ballpoint pens,
pencils, whiteboard markers, permanent markers, or similar tools is strictly prohibited.

3.4 Soft Brush Calligraphy Regulations

1. From this year onwards, CIUC will no longer supply xuan paper. Participants must prepare
their own xuan paper.

2. The size of the xuan paper must not exceed A3 (inclusive). Submissions exceeding A3 size
will not be considered.

3. For identification purposes, the following information must be clearly written at the
bottom or back of each work:
a) Participant’s full name
b) School
c) Grade
d) Group (Native / Non-Native Speaker)

4. Submissions lacking complete identification information may be disqualified at the
organiser’s discretion.

3.5 General Provisions

1. The organiser reserves the right to disqualify any submission that does not comply with the
above Terms and Conditions.

2. The organiser reserves the right to verify participant eligibility and group classification.

3. All decisions made by the organiser regarding eligibility, compliance, group placement, and
judging results shall be final.

4. Competition Schedule

e Submission deadline: 25 June 2026

e Judging period: July 2026

¢ Announcement of winners: September 2026

e Award ceremony and prize distribution: October 2026

The final list of award recipients will be confirmed by 30 September 2026 and published on the
official CIUC Facebook page. Award recipients will be notified individually. Participants who do not
receive individual notification are advised to refer to the published list.



5. Awards

The competition includes both hard pen and soft brush calligraphy. Participants are grouped into
Primary (Years 1-8), Secondary (Years 9-13), and Tertiary categories. Each category is subdivided
into Native and Non-Native Speaker Groups, resulting in a total of twelve groups.

Each group will award First Prize, Second Prize, Third Prize, and Merit Awards, depending on
participant numbers.

BY For further enquiries, please contact: joanne.zhou@canterbury.ac.nz

Attachments

1. 2026 Aotearoa New Zealand Chinese Calligraphy Competition Group Registration Form for
Schools

2. 2026 Hard Pen Grid (3 versions)

3. Selected Works from the 16th New Zealand Chinese Calligraphy Competition (2025)



F+tEHFAE=FXEELEBM

BE = ST L BRI IR A TR R FL 2B (CTUC) £, A2 [ ()38 7 == 4 [ Hh /N2
NGB R E R E SRS . IR E TVEARRE TN, HRESEEES Y
S N BEHEHAAERRE A, FEIRFERILE T ASRAN] . SRR NEE T R
bri

HEIpUOK, ARFZEHW G| 7= SR NS Y, &R R SO et FoE s ss it
FIEEF &,
—. ZFE AR

(1) DI NPAEEERIRA R, KIiESF joanne.zhou@canterbury.ac.nz, Fa: %
KA BRI AS, DR FME W 5 2383815 BHEMULIC . RIEZHR AR IIME M,
A REA TR

(2) ZFEFEIIZGEBIEEMIRZF 2 0Lk, 37 PR

Joanne Zhou

Room 208, James Logie Building

Confucius Institute, University of Canterbury
Private Bag 4800

Christchurch 8140

New Zealand

SFHER
(—) ZHRRRSXKH

1. EEFEEUATHEAEEA:

(1) WL

(2) B

2. BERENESERDN:

(1) BRHEH

(2) AEBHEA

ZFEM PR RABAIR, SHRETTEITEERENE.

BN S 2R BRI P A SCAN A IR R R R B SR AT 1S
BENELHFEE, BERLAHSE AR NS, AFAUE B A 52k
AR A TS 2R, -SR0S FREER DS B2 E RN A,

1]
»

N

\

& e W


mailto:joanne.zhou@canterbury.ac.nz

(D) BEERARTE

1. BHEHRE

NFFE L MER—BU& M, IANBHEA.

(D FAEEEE, 5

(2) HAEFRKTHE; 5

(3) BRHEAPOE (AFHEEE K EEERAENT ) + B

(4) BB BFEIMEACRE—R, BAE —ALHBE R BREADOE (UG IE 1 &
BETADOETS) .

2. EBHEH R =

i a Yl e P 3 e I D E DN (S S22

(D FEfEPEEAEIREK; B

(2) AFrAEEEE: B

(3) BREAEDGE (AFEEEE &K EESMAENS) s A

(4) BB AMARE—AR, BRI RHEYIEDGE CRFE S IEIE & BiE L%
MBS -
(=) ERESTHENE

1. FTAREEAE AT STE R0 7 SR pE i e A AR 4t .

2. WEPSNREHUTHRETA:

(1) %

(2) HBfKIHEE

(3) BMORARE

3. NRIRAE MG MR RS AR RIS &, A A RERE . B BaCEE. il
SEBHMAELPETA.
(M) WERESFHEINE

1. BARJEWIGE, LFERAHRNREEMRILER, SHENBATHER TG RN
=R

2. EANSIAGHEIE A3 (5 A3) o B A3 RF AR KA T iEE

3. NETAEMUUHI S VR, 23838 AUE PCEAE SRR B TS I B DL S B

(1) ZHFWA

(2) FrESR

(3) %

(4) A (BREH/AERRELD



RGBS EREREKER, E5ARERE B LS 35
(F) #M3EiiHA

L ARFEABRPIISIRER I ES, LA BBOERLS

2. EIITARSSRRE GG PG ILEATIZSE o

3. RTSIRGM . EHINE KPP LR g, B L IpT7 e aoe it

FEGH

S

M. BiE %A

BeRaaiE H: 2026 426 H 25 H

PEER A E]: 2026 4F 7 H

R FANAT: 2026 £ 9

LA S 2 i KT 2026 4F 10 H

BERR

RZARALAL AT 2026 92 9 F 30 HETHIN, IHg— kA THIEMATE K= T35
(CIUC) B/ Facebook T,

SRACE R P IT OB A, AR E AT AT . SFE WARRBIAN B R, E

BT A O

. RORE

A

=
=
N

AR FR O FEAE L PR MPEEFENAD I . SFEHE
(1) /MEH (Year 1-8)

(2) HE4 (Year 9-13)

(3w

BAERH 3 MBI EREAMAERREH, it 12 A4,
FHBRIESFRE P — 5K &8, =R RNFHE.

W T EZ(EE, WIWELR: 1@ joanne.zhou@canterbury.ac.nz

B4

1.

2026 Aotearoa New Zealand Chinese Calligraphy Competition Group Registration Form for
Schools

2026 Hard Pen Grid (3 versions)

Selected Works from the 16th New Zealand Chinese Calligraphy Competition (2025)

(o) pmas 5 F B 1R

Confucius Institute at University of Canterbury



