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Introduction:
The University enrols PhD students on the basis that there will be sufficient resources made
available to ensure that their ability to complete their studies is not compromised.
The Postgraduate Committee has identified through extensive research with staff and students that
there are fundamental requirements that must be made available to all PhD students. Since PhD
students across the University have a wide diversity of needs and obligations, the Postgraduate
Committee recognises that some norms need to be set at College level.

Policy Statement:
Minimum Resources University-wide
1. The most important resource available to thesis students is quality supervision. Prior to
Enrolment, each student must be assured of the availability of sufficient formal, qualified and
quality supervision to support the completion of their PhD.
2. In addition, the following minimum resources must be available to the PhD student on
enrolment. Their availability must be specified to the student in the offer of enrolment and
confirmed by the Head of Department or School when the student’s enrolment is approved.
 Desk and chair
 Access to computer and printing facilities
 Adequate storage space for relevant non-secure items
 A secure area for the storage of personal or sensitive materials
 An environment which meets OSH standards
 Access to their study space 24 hours a day, if appropriate.

Minimum resources determined at College level
1. The following resources must also be made available to students and their availability
confirmed on enrolment.
 Sufficient laboratory or other dedicated space to conduct the required research (if
appropriate). “Sufficient” should be established locally to reflect the nature of the work
the student is undertaking and judgement made against this norm
 Minimum frequency of formal supervision to ensure adequate supervision
 Reasonable levels of Department or School funding to support internet usage, copying,
printing, interlibrary loans, phone calls and other ongoing incidental expenses of
research.
The norms for these resources will be set at College level by the PVC in conjunction with the
College Research Committee and /or College Postgraduate Committee.
2. The existence of minima should not prevent students accessing additional resources.

Guidelines:
1. The quantity and frequency of supervision will reflect the nature of the PhD student’s research
and should be negotiated between the supervisor and the student. It is noted that on the PhD
Application Form the senior supervisor agrees to meet with the student at intervals of not
greater than 1 month. On the PhD Registration Form and Supervisory Agreement it is advised
that formal supervisory meetings should occur at a frequency of 1-3 months, supplemented by
informal or other meetings as required. The frequency of meetings should be reviewed at the
time that Progress Reports are submitted.
2. Student’s access to interlibrary loans, internet, printing and copying facilities should be detailed
in the student/supervisor agreement. A student’s ability to complete their research should not be
compromised by lack of basic requirements through financial constraints.
3. The availability of laboratory space - both in size and frequency - must be negotiated between
the senior supervisor and student at the outset of the programme. This allocation will reflect
specified norms. It is recognized that the amount of space necessary may change during the
course of the PhD.
4. Where a student suspends enrolment, the issue of future allocation must be discussed at that
point. No commitment can be made to provide resources when a student is not enrolled.
5. Any concerns shall be raised with to the Head of Department / School in the first instance. The
Dean of Postgraduate Research will be the final arbiter if agreement cannot be reached.
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