
 

About XiaoQi Chen 陈陈陈陈小小小小奇奇奇奇 (updated: 11/2011) 

 

XiaoQi [Shau-Chee] was born in a farmer’s family in the inner province Anhui, eastern China on 10 

November 1963. In his teens when there was not much school work to do, he was quite a skillful farmer in 

the rice field. He was fascinated by stories of how remote-controlled agricultural machineries could operate 

in the field autonomously. Among six siblings, he is the only one who has left the fertile farming land. 

XiaoQi entered South China Univ. of Technology in 1980, graduating with B.Eng. in Mechanical 

Engineering in 1984. He was surprised that he was one of the ten recipients of China-UK Technical Co-

Operation Award upon his graduation. This award allowed him to complete his M.Sc. study (1985 – 1986) 

in the Dept. of Materials Technology, Brunel Univ. which is located in northwest London and named after 

the well-known and respected English engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel (9 Apr 1806 – 15 Sept 1859); and 

Ph.D. study (1986 – 1989) in the Dept. of Electrical Engineering and Electronics, Univ. of Liverpool. 

Naturally he has become a fan of the great Liverpool Football Club ever since.  

After the fun period, he carried out post-doctoral research as Senior Research Assistant and Research Fellow 

at the University of Durham (1989 – 1990) and Brunel University (1990 – 1992) respectively. He worked on 

a project jointly funded by the Science and Engineering Research Council of UK and Dowty Aerospace 

Propellers Ltd, investigating the use of robotic technology to automate the manufacturing of aerospace 

propellers made of advanced dry carbon fibre materials. 

Having experienced the English weather for about seven years, XiaoQi decided to make a move to the 

tropical city state Singapore. He joined Singapore Institute of Manufacturing Technology (SIMTech) in 

1992. He held various positions: Research Fellow, Senior Research Fellow, Group Manager, Programme 

Head, and Senior Scientist during his service in the institute under the Agency of Science Technology and 

Research (A*STAR).  In 1999, he had the opportunity to lead a team that won the prestigious award 

“Singapore National Technology Award” for their achievements in developing Self-compliant, Multi-

tasking, Adaptive, Reconfigurable and Teaching-free (SMART) robotic system for polishing and grinding of 

aero engine turbine vanes. 

While being a research scientist at SIMTech, he took adjunct appointments at National Univ. of Singapore 

(NUS) and Nanyang Technological University (NTU) from 1998 to 2006. As adjunct Senior Teaching 

Fellow, Senior Lecturer and Associate Professor at various stages, he taught Mechatronics (M.Sc.) 

Programme at NUS. He holds visiting Professorship at a number of universities including Univ. of Sci. and 

Tech. of China, Shanghai Jiaotong Univ., Jilin Univ.; and South China Univ. of Technology. 

XiaoQi had many memorable moments in Singapore. One awakening lesson was the “humiliation” that a 

Scottish colleague ran effortlessly and twice as fast as he laboured through in a race of ~3 km. In the 

following years, he experimented and was surprised that his long distance running speed increased 

considerably as he became greyer. He proved that racial discrepancy is just a myth in endurance contests. 

From his materials knowledge, XiaoQi understands positive effects of thermal cycling on materials 

properties. Having worked and lived in the lovely tropical country for 14 years, he decided to move to 

Christchurch which has far more dynamic, but mild, weather. He joined the University of Canterbury as 

Associate Professor and Director for Mechatronics Engineering Programme in November 2006, and was 

promoted to Full Professor in 2009. He and his family experienced several major quakes and thousands of 

aftershocks during 2010/2011. They are saddened by the loss of lives in Christchurch, but Kiwi resilience 

has been infectious to them. 

XiaoQi is a strong advocate of putting theories into practice. He constantly thinks of the linkage between 

mechanics/kinematics/dynamics to various sports. Although he has not broken the 90 strokes barrier in Golf, 

he appreciates human emotion and the beauty of engineering from the swing. Much of his family time 

revolves around badminton, running, swimming, rope skipping, and Jianzi (踺子 , called Jegi chagi 제기차기 in Korea, similar to Hacky Sack, and Sepak Takraw in South East Asian). Practicing of 

engineering economics and project management becomes habitual and satisfying part of their daily life. 

XiaoQi is grateful for being blessed with a happy family - wife Fiona and daughters (Jenny, Jamie & Joyce) 

who have taught him the lessons of being husband and father. 


