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Abstract:  

Resource management law in New Zealand has seen the recent emergence of co-governance 
arrangements. Such arrangements are designed to balance Māori interests with those of the Crown, 
and are used to encourage increased tangata whenua involvement and participation in resource 
management. This presentation will seek to define co-governance in a New Zealand sphere, before 
discussing the intertwined roles of tikanga Māori and the Western legal system in resource 
management. It will then explore the role of Ngāi Tahu in the Canterbury region post-settlement, and 
how this iwi has engaged with the Crown in a co-governance and co-management context. This 
approach will then be contrasted to that taken by Ngāi Tūhoe as a result of their recent Treaty 
settlement. The settlement created legal personality for Te Urewera, and the application of this 
concept and how it has changed the face of governance in the region will be discussed. The 
presentation will end with a discussion of what future co-governance arrangements may look like.  
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