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11.1 Significant trees
11.1.1 Categories of significance

Categories of “Significance” Response
Planting to memorialize a death 1. Transfer 'memorial' to heritage gar-

den where original planting will be 
disturbed, where tree dies, becomes 
diseased or is otherwise unsustainable.

2. Retain memorial trees where plantings 
are retainable.

3. No further memorial trees planted on 
Ilam Campus as per Memorial Policy

Commemorative trees – planting to note mo-
ments in UC history

1. Maintain where plantings are sustain-
able

2. Remove those that are unsustainable 
and replace where feasible.

3. No further commemorative plantings on 
Ilam Campus as per Memorial Policy.

'Significant' – Look and feel of gardens/trees add 
to the value and character of the UC Estate

1. Maintain as per Landscape Master Plan

Endangered Trees (as per ICUN) 1. Managed as a commemorative tree 
under Landscape Master Plan

The University of Canterbury will endeavour to protect known 
commemorative trees and ICUN endangered species.

Information regarding significant trees has been provided by the 
University of Canterbury. Review of trees and their significance should 
be carried out on a project by project basis, including review of the 
Christchurch District Plan.
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11.1.2 Significant trees on campus: 
Dovedale
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11.1.3 Significant trees on campus: 
Ilam Gardens
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11.1.4 Significant trees on campus: 
Ilam Campus North
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11.1.5 Significant trees on campus: 
Ilam Campus South
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11.2 Statutory Planning 
Context
11.2.1 Significant features
The following sections of the Christchurch District Plan apply to the 
significant feature and landscape overlay on the Haereroa-Avon River:

9.2.9 Appendices

9.2.9.1.3 Significant features

The following are the district’s identified significant features and their 
qualities:

Ōtākaro/Avon River and Heathcote River/Ōpāwaho:

1. The rivers provide an important natural contrast with the wider 
urban environment.

2. Ecologically important, including for indigenous fauna and 
indigenous vegetation.

3. Historic heritage associated with both early Māori and European 
settlement.

4. Cultural significance to Ngāi Tahu, particularly relating to mahinga 
kai and associated pā and kāinga (settlements).

5. The river banks have high amenity values and valued for passive 
recreation.

6. The Ōtākaro/Avon River is an important natural feature in the city, 
particularly at Mona Vale, Hagley Park, the Botanic Gardens, and 
Central City, and contains remnant channels, basins, wetlands 
and springs reflecting the geomorphological history of the city 
landscape.

7. Heathcote River/Ōpāwaho with its origin in the tributary streams 
flowing from Port Hills provides a corridor of high amenity values as 
it meanders through the residential suburbs and has strong historic 
heritage values, particularly in the industrial area of Woolston and 
Radley’s wharf where the towpath along the river is now used as a 
walkway. 
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11.2.2 Significant Feature: Avon River 
(Proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan)
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11.2.3 Heritage items: Ilam Gardens 
and Homestead, College House and 
Okeover House
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11.2.4 Heritage items: Fendalton Open 
Air Classroon
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11.3 Campus comparisons
11.3.1 Monash University
Movement Typologies:

• Primary Access(Pedestrian/Cyclists): Approx. 5m width
• Secondary Access Routes (Pedestrian): Approx. 3-4m width
• Shared Surface (Cars/Pedestrian/Cyclists)
• Slow/Congregational Spaces
• Mixed-surface sports facilities: Approx. 60m x 20m
• Plaza/entrance area

Key Spatial Features:

• Integrated Seating
• Spatial Planting
• Focal Centre
• Cycle Parking
• Water Feature
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11.3.2 Colorado State University
Movement Typologies:

• Primary Access(Pedestrian/Cyclists): Approx. 8m width
• Secondary Access Routes (Pedestrian): Approx. 3-4m width
• Shared Surface (Cars/Pedestrian/Cyclists): Approx 10m width
• Slow/Congregational Spaces
• Mixed-surface sports facilities: 
• Plaza/entrance area

Key Spatial Features:

• Integrated Seating
• Spatial Planting
• Focal Centre
• Cycle Parking
• Water Feature
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11.3.3 RMIT University

Movement Typologies:

• Primary Access(Pedestrian/Cyclists)
• Secondary Access Routes (Pedestrian): Approx. 3-4m width
• Shared Surface (Cars/Pedestrian/Cyclists): Approx 5m width
• Slow/Congregational Spaces
• Mixed-surface sports facilities: Approx. 40m x 50m
• Plaza/entrance area

Key Spatial Features:

• Integrated Seating
• Spatial Planting
• Focal Centre
• Cycle Parking
• Water Feature
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